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Preface

Economic development in the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) region is accompanied by an overexploitation of resources which has adverse effects on the
environment, particularly in terms of deteriorating air and water quality, diminishing water resources, land
degradation and desertification, and loss of biodiversity, all of which affect the sustainability and the quality
of life in the region.

Significant progress was observed in the compilation and dissemination of environment statistics,
indicators and reports. Basic environmental statistics and indicators are now produced by most member
countries. Pilot water reports are issued for Bahrain, Egypt and Oman and advanced reports are issued in
Jordan according to the System of Environmental Economic Accounting for Water (SEEAW), adopted by
the Statistical Commission in 2007. Improvements in the collection and dissemination of data on water and
environmental statistics were also observed, with a 14 per cent increase in the response rate of member
countries to the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) questionnaire on Environment Statistics in 2010,
with a 27 per cent increase in water indicators, and an 82 per cent increase in waste indicators. As a result,
ESCWA improved the quality and coverage of its Statistical Information System (ESIS) for environment,
water and energy statistics modules (http://esis.escwa.org.Ib) thus increasing free accessibility and a wider
use of indicators.

However, the task of improving the availability of environmental and energy statistics and reports
remains fraught with challenges, due to its multidimensional nature and the interconnection of the different
sectors.  Difficulties are mostly owing to the lack of institutional coordination between national
governmental offices who are concerned with environmental issues and national statistical offices; lack of
environmental monitoring systems; inadequate infrastructure; and insufficient resources, especially in
designing and conducting specialized environment, water and energy surveys.

ESCWA published the first issue of the “Compendium of Environment Statistics in the ESCWA
Region” in 2007, which contained comprehensive data and indicators on various environmental elements in
the ESCWA region. The second issue published in 2009 addressed eight themes including freshwater
resources and use, water accounts and environmental protection expenditure, waste management, energy
consumption, air pollution, and Goal 7 of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). This third issue
covers seven chapters: (a) freshwater management; (b) fisheries; (c) biodiversity; (d) waste management;
(e) air pollution; (f) energy consumption; and (g) Goal 7 of the MDGs. Each chapter starts with an overview
of the main issues and describes briefly the statistical tables. The data presented in this publication covers the
14 member countries of the ESCWA region where available.

Data collection relied on the 2010 UNSD questionnaire on environment statistics, water and waste
sections. Data was compiled from national, regional and international publications and databases, with
priority given to official national sources. Preliminary tables were sent to ESCWA member countries for
review and editing where possible, whereas Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Qatar and Yemen sent updates and
amendments which were taken into account in the final version of the manuscript.

This publication was prepared by Wafa Aboul Hosn, Team Leader of environment and energy
statistics at the Statistics Division-ESCWA, Therese ElI Gemayel, Research Assistant, and Wassim
Hammoud, Research Assistant. It was reviewed by Giovanni Savio, Chief of the Economic Statistics
Section and Juraj Riecan, Director of the Statistics Division. We extend our gratitude to officials from
member countries for their collaboration; experts on environment statistics and accounts from the UNSD,
Eszter Horvath, Alessandra Alfieri, Ricardo Martinez, and Yongyi Min, from MedStat Cécile Roddier
Quefelec, and ESCWA professionals in water and environment for sharing data, reports and the responses to
the questionnaire on environment statistics as well as for the organization of workshops and idea-sharing;
and colleagues at ESCWA for providing peer review.

ESCWA strives to improve the quality of its publications through the suggestions and comments of
readers by completing the readership questionnaire that accompanies this publication to Ms. Wafa Aboul
Hosn, Team Leader, at: aboulhosn@un.org.
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Symbols and abbreviations
Billion cubic metre
Chlorofluorocarbons

Cubic metre

Not Produced or Not Available

ESCWA: The Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia comprises
Bahrain, Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the
Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United
Arab Emirates and Yemen

Food and Agriculture Organization, Statistical
Database

GCC: The Gulf Cooperation Council comprises
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and The United Arab Emirates

Greenhouse gas

Gross domestic product

Hectare

Hydrochlorofluorocarbons

International Standard Industrial Classification
of all Economic Activities

Kilogram

Kilometre

Kilowatt hour

Liquefied petroleum gas
Metre

Metric ton

Millennium Development Goals
Millimetre

Million cubic metre
Negligible/Zero

Number

Ozone depleting potential
Ozone depleting substance
Per cent

Purchasing power parity
Square kilometre

Square metre

Thousand

Tons of oil equivalent
United States dollar
World Health Organization
Year

Bcm
CFC

ESCWA

FAOSTAT

GCC

GHG
GDP
ha
HCFC
ISIC

kg S
km oS
KWh. . 5.
LPG

Mt
MDGs
Mm
Mcm

No.
ODP
ODS

%

PPP

Km?

000’
TOE
Uss
WHO
Yr
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