CHAPTER VII. MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOAL 7:
ENSURING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
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Statistical Highlights
74 per cent of the population in the ESCWA region had access to safe water in 2008 compared to
84 per cent in 2000.

93 per cent of the population in the GCC region had access to safe water in 2000.

Urban access to safe drinking water in the ESCWA region was estimated at 91 per cent in 1990 and
93 per cent in 2005.

Rural access to safe drinking water in the ESCWA region was estimated at 74 per cent and
72 per cent in 2000 and 2005 respectively.

63 per cent of the population in the ESCWA region had access to improved sanitation in 2000.

Constant percentages were recorded in the GCC urban areas for access to improved sanitation from
1990 till 2008.

55 per cent of the rural population in the ESCWA region had access to improved sanitation in 2000
compared to 87 per cent of the urban population.

Over 60 per cent of the rural population in the Sudan and Yemen lacked access to improved
sanitation in 2008.
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Overview of Goal 7 of the Millennium
Development Goals

Since the launch of the Millennium
Declaration in September 2000, during a worldwide
meeting that brought together all countries
represented in the General Assembly, reports on the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are
published annually to monitor the progress made in
achieving the goals.

The first report, “Implementation of the
United Nations Millennium Declaration”- Report of
the Secretary General, published in 2002,
highlighted the major events and activities
undertaken, on a yearly basis, to achieve the set
goals, and included a statistical annex on the set
indicators. As of 2005, the report became a
statistical report, including statistical tables, charts
and analysis data tackling the major events and
activities for the achievement of the goals.?’

At the regional level, three ‘MDGs in the
Arab Region’ reports have been published in 2005,
2007 and 2010 under the leadership of ESCWA in
coordination with United Nations regional offices
and the League of Arab States.?

At the country level, all ESCWA countries
have published at least one report on the progress
made in the achievement of the MDGs.

Goal 7 of the MDGs addresses the issue of
ensuring environmental sustainability and sets
several targets. This chapter addresses the Goal 7
indicators related to the access to safe drinking
water and sanitation in the ESCWA region.

Accessto Safe Drinking Water

Data availability on access to safe drinking
water at a national and local level (urban and rural)
is a powerful tool for policy makers, pointing out
the specific areas where additional efforts to
improve access are required.

In the ESCWA region, data extending from
1990 till 2008 are available. At the national level,
disaggregated data are not available for rural areas
(tables VI1.1, VII1.2 and VIL.3).
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2" UN Millennium Development Goals website, http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml.

2 United Nations Development Program (UNDP), Arab States, http://arabstates.undp.org/subpage.php?spid=20.
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The access of the population to safe drinking
water in the ESCWA region reached 74 percent in
2008. In the Sudan, it dropped from 65 percent in
1990 to 57 percent in 2008; and in Yemen from 65
percent in 2000 to 62 percent in 2008.

At a disaggregated level, urban coverage in
the ESCWA region increased by two percent from
91 in 1990 to 93 in 2005. The descending trend
was observed in the Sudan and Yemen. In 1990, all
GCC countries had a coverage of more than 90
percent except Oman. Access to safe drinking
water increased in Oman from 84 percent in 1990 to
92 percent in 2008.

At the rural level, access to water in ESCWA
member countries slightly improved except in the
Sudan and Yemen.

Accessto Sanitation

Access to sanitation remains lower than
access to safe drinking water, particularly in rural
areas where considerable efforts are still needed.
Some ESCWA member countries did not witness
any changes between 1990 and 2008. The lowest
access to sanitation was measured in the Sudan at as
low as 34 percent.

Access to improved sanitation in urban areas
in the ESCWA region increased from 74 percent in
1990 to 89 percent in 2005. All GCC countries
reported 100 percent of coverage except Oman and
the United Arab Emirates which reported 97 and 98
percent respectively from 1990 till 2008.

55 percent of ESCWA rural population had
access to sanitation in 2000. At the national level,
all ESCWA countries exceeded 50 percent of
access in 2008 except for the Sudan and Yemen.
Yemen made significant efforts to increase the
access to sanitation from 6 percent in 1990 to 33
percent in 2008. In the Sudan, the access to
sanitation decreased from 23 percent in 1990 to 18
percent in 2008.

Tables VII.4, VII.5 and VIIL.6 contain
disaggregated data regarding each ESCWA country
from 1990 till 2008. Figure VII.1 shows the trend
of improvement in the ESCWA region in terms of
access to water and sanitation.
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TableVII.1 dsxall
Access to | mproved Drinking W ater Sources (total) (% )*
(L sied) Laily) (g senall) Liian plias e dll obia o G shiany (il (ISl

1990 2000 2005 2008
Bahrain o)
Egypt 90 96 98 99 s
Iraq 81 80 80 79 KBl
Jordan 97 9 9 96 oY)
Kuwait 99 99 99 99 <y )
Lebanon 100 100 100 100 ol
Oman 80 83 86 88 e
Palestine” 96 96 96 Cplanal
Qatar 100 100 100 100 hd
Saudi Arabia 89 95" . .. 40 grad) Ay pal) ASLaal)
The Sudan 65 61 59 57 Claguadl
The Syrian Arab Republic 85 87 89 89 L sad) A el 4 ) sganl
The United Arab Emirates 100 100 100 100 sasiall 4 jall @ jLaY)
Yemen 65 63 62 ol
ESCWA? 84’ 74° 74° ) sSy)
GCC? 8g’ 93’ e2alal) o laill ulaa g2

Source:  MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.
“ PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.

™ Joint Arab Economic Report September 2005.
Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population. If data for more than two countries are missing, no
average is calculated.

3. Excluding Bahrain.
4. Excluding Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
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TableV11.2 dsaall
Access to | mproved Drinking W ater Sources (urban) (% )*

(R sial) dpuilly) (Rl BHiall) Liliaa plas (e pdd) sbia o G shaany Gl lSul)

1990 2000 2005 2008
Bahrain 100 100 100 100 ol
Egypt 96 99 100 100 s
Iraq 97 95 93 91 &l
Jordan 99 98 98 98 oY)
Kuwait 99 99 99 99 PN
Lebanon 100 100 100 100 ol
Oman 84 87 90 92 Oles
Palestine 97" 96" Opanls
Qatar 100 100 100 100 Px
Saudi Arabia 97 97 97 97 A0 saial) gy jal) ASLaal)
The Sudan 85 73 68 64 Olagad)
The Syrian Arab Republic 96 95 95 94 Ll A 2l 4y ) sgandl
The United Arab Emirates 100 100 100 100 Basiall A jall @l ey
Yemen 82 75 72 ol
ESCWA? 91° 92! 93 JsSuyl
GCcC? 97 97 97 sl §sladll (ulas Jsa

Source:  MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.
“ PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.
Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population. If data for more than two countries are missing, no
average is calculated. Urban population figures are based on the World Urbanization Prospects: The 2009 Revision, UNSD.

3. Excluding Palestine and Yemen.

4. Excluding Palestine.
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TableVI1.3 dsxall
Access to Improved Drinking W ater Sources (rural) (%)

(i)l Aanailly) (A M BLiall) Lt yibias cge ) sl lo ¢y shoany (il (ISl

1990%* 2000 2005%1 2008%1
Bahrain .. 100 . Cnall
Egypt 86 93 9 98 s
Iraq 44 49 53 55 Gloal
Jordan 91 91 91 91 oY)
Kuwait 99 99 99 99 RPN
Lebanon 100 100 100 100 ol
Oman 72 74 76 77 Oles
Palestine? 91 90 Cphala
Qatar 100 100 100 100 ki
Saudi Arabia 63 64Y " . L3 gl Ay all ASLaal)
The Sudan 58 55 53 52 O sad)
The Syrian Arab Republic 75 79 82 84 A sl Ay el 4y ) sl
The United Arab Emirates 100 100 100 100 Basiall A jall @l ey
Yemen 59 58 57 ol
ESCWA? " 743 72* .. J sSaayl
GCC? 67° 70 .. @2l o latll ulaa Jga

Sources: a/ MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.
b/ Joint Arab Economic Report. September 2002 and 2003.
¢/ PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.
d/ESCWA MDG questionnaire.

Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population. If data for more than two countries are missing, no
average is calculated. Rural population figures are based on the World Urbanization Prospects: The 2009 Revision, UNSD.

3. Excluding Palestine.
4. Excluding Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
5. Excluding Bahrain.
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Table V1.4 dsxall
Access to | mproved Sanitation (total) (%)*

1990 2000 2005 2008

Bahrain Gl
Egypt 72 86 93 94 s
Iraq 69 71 73 Gl
Jordan 98 98 98 Sy
Kuwait 100 100 100 100 PN
Lebanon . 98 98 ... old
Oman 85 87 Oles
Palestine” 100 99 99 Ol
Qatar 100 100 100 100 hd
Saudi Arabia 40 gl Ay jal) ASLadl)
The Sudan 34 34 34 34 Ol sl
The Syrian Arab Republic 83 89 93 96 A sl Ay el 4y ) sgenll
The United Arab Emirates 97 97 97 97 Basiall du yall <l eyl
Yemen 18 37 46 52 Gl
ESCWA?’ 63° Sl

Source:  MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.
PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.
Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population. If data for more than two countries are missing, no
average is calculated.

3. Excluding Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.
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Table V1.5 sl
Access to | mproved Sanitation (urban) (%)*

(A siall Apailly) (A pal) BHiall) Lidiaa ana Ui paa chard o o) shoany cpdll GlSal)

1990 2000 2005 2008

Bahrain 100 100 100 100 Gaoadl
Egypt 91 95 97 97 e
Iraq 76 76 76 Gl
Jordan 98 98 98 98 oY)
Kuwait 100 100 100 100 GIPN|
Lebanon 100 100 100 100 ol
Oman 97 97 97 97 Oles
Palestine” 99 100 Oplants
Qatar 100 100 100 100 kil
Saudi Arabia 100 100 100 100 A0 ) A jal) ASLaal)
The Sudan 63 58 56 55 Ol
The Syrian Arab Republic 94 95 96 96 A sed) A all 4 ) seeal)
The United Arab Emirates 98 98 98 98 Basiall 4 jall @l ey
Yemen 59 81 89 94 ol
ESCWA? 742 87’ 89 S
GCC? 100 100 100 .. @l glaill ulae

Source:  MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.
PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.

Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population. If data for more than two countries are missing, no
average is calculated. Urban population figures are based on the World Urbanization Prospects: The 2009 Revision, UNSD.

3. Excluding Iraq and Palestine.

4. Excluding Palestine.
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TableVI1.6 Jsaall

Access to | mproved Sanitation (rural) (%)*

(D (A sial) Apnilly) (g N L) diliaa gana Cipa cladd o o shoany ol olSul)

1990 2000 2005 2008
Bahrain Gl
Egypt 57 79 90 92 s
Iraq 54 61 66 Gloal
Jordan 96 96 97 oY)
Kuwait 100 100 100 100 <y SN
Lebanon ... 87 87 ol
Oman 61 61 Oles
Palestine” 100 98 Ol
Qatar 100 100 100 100 b
Saudi Arabia . 72" . . 43 gl Ay yal) ASLadl)
The Sudan 23 20 19 18 Ol sl
The Syrian Arab Republic 72 82 90 95 A sl A el &y ) seeal)
The United Arab Emirates 95 95 95 95 Basiall Ay all <l HleY)
Yemen 6 21 29 33 el
ESCWA? 55° Sl
GCcC? 73 @8l o slaill (ulas

Sources: MDG Database, accessed on 19 April 2011.

“ PCBS reply to ESCWA on the preliminary tables for the Compendium of Environment Statistics 2010-2011.
Millennium Development Goals, Report of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 2002, United Nations Riyadh.

Notes: 1. All values are estimated by their sources.

2. ESCWA calculation weighted average by the population.
average is calculated. Rural population figures are based on the World Urbanization Prospects: The 2009 Revision, UNSD.

3. Excluding Bahrain and Palestine.
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Note:

Figure V1.1 Js&l)

Trends of accessto Improved Water and Sanitation of ESCWA Population
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