CHAPTER VI. WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Statistical highlights

Less than half of ESCWA member States produce data on waste collection, management
and composition.

Total municipal waste generated in 11 ESCWA member States was 67.75 million tons in 2010,
amounting to 9 kilogrammes per capita per year for those countries on average.

Municipal waste generated increased by 170 per cent in Yemen, 32 per cent in Kuwait, and 19
per cent in Palestine from 2007 to 2013.

The majority of solid waste is landfilled in ESCWA member States.

Most hazardous waste in ESCWA member States is not managed.
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Overview of waste management in ESCWA
member States

Less than half of ESCWA member States
produce data on waste collection, management
and composition. The total municipal waste
generated in 11 member States was 67.75
million tons in 2010, amounting to 9
kilogrammes per capita per year for those
countries on average, (table IV.I), 12 times
more that in 2006, when total waste was
estimated at 81.3 million tons for all Arab
countries with an average per capita per day of
0.7 kilogrammes."!

The waste industry in the Arab region is
facing a challenge. Citizens’ ability to pay for
waste and other services has decreased with the
economic crisis, which had a negative impact
on infrastructure, international companies and
private investments.

Now that the region is regaining its
stability, countries should enhance their
collection systems, and start recycling and
composting.'?

Box 9. Solid waste crisis in Lebanon

Population growth, unsustainable
production and consumption patterns,
increasing numbers of refugees, and the
absence of a long-term government strategy to
sustainably and safely manage the 5,000 tons
of solid waste produced daily in Lebanon
exacerbated the solid waste management
issues in Lebanon to the brink of a national
crisis in the summer of 2015. Nationwide, an
estimated 51 per cent of all municipal solid
waste is landfilled, 32 per cent is dumped and
the remaining 17 per cent is recovered
through sorting and composting. Lebanon
generates about 1.57 million tons of waste per
year and is expected to increase by 1.65
percent annually.

1" Arab Environment: Future Challenges. Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED), 2008. Waste management.

Chapater8. Nefisa Abou-Elseoud.

12 «“ISWA BLOG: MENA’S GREAT WASTE RECOVERY” accessed on 08 June 2015 from http://www.waste-management-
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The Lebanese Ministry of the Environment
and the Council for Development and
Reconstruction prepared a municipal sustainable
waste management plan in June 2006, which
proposed an integrated approach to sustainable
waste management involving sorting, recycling,
composting and landfilling. The plan was not
implemented. Initiatives on waste management,
such as the awareness campaign launched by
OMSAR in 2010 on reducing waste volumes
and Nokia’s e-waste recycling initiative “Take
Back Program”, have not solved the nationwide
problem.

Sources: www.omsar.gov.lb and sas.omsar.gov.lb,
Ministry of Environment of Lebanon, 2010, State and

Trends of the Lebanese Environment. AFDC 2010 and
www.iloubnan.info.

Data for some ESCWA member States are
available on solid waste generation and collection
(table VI.1); municipal waste composition (table
VI.2); the management of municipal waste,
including disposal methods, recycling and
composting (table VIL.3); the total waste
generation at the country level (table VI.4);
hazardous waste (table VIL.5); and hazardous
waste ~ management, including  exports,
incineration, landfilling, recycling and other
treatment options (table VI.6). The data sources
are the following: national publications, the
UNSD/UNEP Questionnaire on Environment
Statistics 2013, and country replies to ESCWA.

Data on hazardous waste management in
ESCWA member States are only available for
Jordan, Kuwait, Palestine and the United Arab
Emirates, but for different years (table VI.6).
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