CHAPTER V. ENERGY CONSUMPTION
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Statistical highlights

Average oil consumption per capita in ESCWA member States was 1,121 kilogrammes of oil
equivalent in 2013.

Average natural gas consumption per capita in ESCWA member States was 944 kilogrammes of oil
equivalent in 2012.

Average electricity consumption per capita in ESCWA member States was 2,405 KWh in 2013.

In 2013, average energy consumption per capita in ESCWA member States was 1,928 kilogrammes

of oil equivalent, a decrease of 6.63 per cent compared to 2012.
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Overview of the energy sector in ESCWA
member States

In 2013, crude oil reserves in ESCWA
member States were estimated at 705,637
million barrels, and natural gas reserves were
estimated at 49,766 billion cubic meters,
representing 42 per cent and 28 per cent of
world reserves, respectively'® (table V.1).

The lifetime of crude oil reserves varies
between 5 years in Morocco and 143 years in
Libya, assuming yearly production remains
stable at 2013 levels. The lifespan of natural gas
reserves varies between 12 years in Bahrain and
5,980 years in Iraq (table V.1).

Box 8. Energy statistics and balance

Energy data represent a basic input to all
sectoral and national development plans,
particularly in ESCWA member States where the
energy sector plays a vital role in economic and
social development. However, the quality of
energy statistics in most ESCWA member States
still needs development to meet the appropriate
statistical requirements for formulating national
development plans and international reporting.
ESCWA member States face several problems
concerning the availability and overall quality of
data on energy.

Over the period 2012-2014, ESCWA
implemented a project to improve energy
statistics in the ESCWA region on energy
statistics and balance, funded by the United
Nations Development Account, in coordination
with the International Energy Agncy and the
United Nations Statistics Division.

The project aimed to strengthen national
statistical capacity in developing an energy
information system and energy statistics and
balances in ESCWA member States. Through
training activities and sharing knowledge, the
project supports member States in adopting
corrective policies and programmes and
promoting the production of statistics and
indicators on energy, in line with United
Nations methodologies.

In 2015, ESCWA implemented another
project funded by the Islamic Development
Bank and the Department for International
Development to improve data on energy
demand in the transport sector.

Source: http://www.escwa.un.org/esab/.
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Total oil consumption in ESCWA member
States was estimated at 346.5 million tons of oil
equivalent (TOE) in 2013. Rates varied greatly
between ESCWA member States, ranging from
around 2 million TOE in Bahrain to 140 million
TOE in Saudi Arabia (table V.2).

GCC countries have the highest levels of
per capita oil consumption in the Arab region,
varying between 1,697 kilogrammes in Bahrain
to 6,935 kilogrammes in Kuwait. Non-GCC
per capita oil consumption varies between 116
kilogrammes of oil equivalent in the Sudan to
1,838 kilogrammes in Libya (table V.2).

In 2012, natural gas consumption in
ESCWA member States ranged between 0.1
milion and 89 million TOE in Lebanon and
Saudi  Arabia, respectively, while total
consumption for ESCWA member States
totalled 292 million TOE (table V.3).

The per capita natural gas consumption
average in ESCWA member States was
estimated at 944 kg of oil equivalent in 2012. On
a country level, relatively high consumption
rates were recorded in GCC countries, ranging
from 3.16 TOE in Saudi Arabia to 10.3 in Qatar,
which has the highest per capita natural gas
consumption in the region (table V.3).

Electricity consumption decreased by 1.23
per cent in ESCWA member States from
753,119 Gwh in 2012 to 743,873 Gwh in 2013.
Electricity consumption per capita also
decreased by 1.23 per cent, from 2,435 Kwh in
2012 to 2,405 Kwh in 2013 (table V.4).

Total energy consumption in ESCWA
member States was estimated at 596 million
TOE, and average ESCWA per capita
consumption at around 2 TOE in 2013. The
lowest energy consumption per capita was
recorded in the Sudan, at 171 kg of oil
equivalent for 2013 (table V.5).
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The highest levels of energy use in 2011
were recorded in Libya, with 192 kilogrammes
of oil equivalent per $1,000 of purchasing power
parity (PPP), and Bahrain, with 183
kilogrammes. The ESCWA average was around
129 kilogrammes of oil equivalent per $1,000
PPP for 2011 (table V.6). In GCC countries, an
average annual increase in energy use of 5
per cent was recorded between 2008 and 2011.
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