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UN Family and Statistical 
Business Registers

UN Family and SBRs
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 UN Secretariat (incl. UNCTAD, UNODC, UN Habitat)

 UN – New York
o UN Statistical Commission  international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

 UNECE – Europe 
o Conference of  European Statisticians

o UNECE Guidelines on Statistical Business Registers

 UNESCWA – Western Asia (and Northern Africa)
o Statistics Committee of  ESCWA

 UNECA – Africa 
o Statistical Commission of  Africa

o AfDB Guidelines on Business Registers

 UNECLAC – Latin America and Caribbean
o Statistical Conference of  the Americas

o Improvement program of  Business Registers (2010-2013)

 UNESCAP – Asia and the Pacific
o Statistics Committee of  ESCAP
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UN Family and SBRs
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 UN System (incl. ILO, UNDP, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNHCR)

 UN Secretariat
o UN Statistical Commission  international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

 UNIDO – Vienna
o Industry statistics

o Business Registers  Focus on manufacturing

 FAO - Rome
o Agriculture, forestry and fishery statistics 

o Business Registers  Focus on agriculture

 UNESCO - Montreal
o Education, Cultural and Science statistics

o Business Registers  Focus on schools, universities, research, museum

 WHO - Geneva
o Health statistics

o Business Registers  Focus on hospitals, pharmacies, medical research
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UN Family and SBRs
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 CCSA - Committee for the Coordination of  Statistical Activities

 UN System
o UN Statistical Commission  international standards

o Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

 IMF – Washington DC 
o Balance of  Payments and Financial statistics

o Business Registers  Focus on financial institutions

 WTO - Geneva
o International Trade Statistics

o Business Registers  Focus on businesses which trade

 Eurostat – Luxembourg
o Statistical Office of  the European Union

o Business Registers  EU Guidelines

 OECD – Paris 
o Statistics Directorate 

o Business Registers  Focus on TiVA, FDI and Intellectual Property
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UNSD and SBRs
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 UNSD promotes creation and maintenance of  national Statistical 

Business Registers as a core element in the implementation of  the 

2008 SNA and integrated economic statistics

 UNSD actively participates in various fora related to business 

register, such as Wiesbaden group or UNECE Task Force on SBR

 UNSD contributes to initiatives on SBRs in all regions, including

 Africa – AfDB Guidelines on Business Registers

 Europe – CES Guidelines on Statistical Business Registers 

 Western Asia  and Asia/Pacific – SBR development is part of  the 

2008 SNA implementation program and improvement of  economic 

statistics in general

 UNSD supports improvement of  business registers at country 

level (i.e., Costa Rica, Malaysia and Jordan)
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Wiesbaden group on 
Business Registers

http://unstats.un.org/wiesbadengroup/

Every statistical office can participate in the meetings 

of  the Wiesbaden group

Steering Committee: Austria, France, Germany, Japan, 

Mexico, United Kingdom, United States, Eurostat, OECD, 

UNECE and UNSD

http://unstats.un.org/wiesbadengroup/
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Wiesbaden group on SBR
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Wiesbaden group on Business Registers

 The Wiesbaden Group meetings are organized every 

second year, alternating with the biennial meetings of  the 

Group of  Experts on Business Registers of  UNECE, 

Eurostat and OECD. 

 The meetings of  the Wiesbaden Group and the Expert 

Group complement each other. 

 To ensure close coordination of  work and avoiding 

duplication of  efforts the Steering Group prepares and 

oversees the activities of  both groups and ensures that 

the agendas of  the meetings are coordinated in advance.
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UNECE Guidelines on 
Statistical Business Registers

Endorsed by 
the Conference of European Statisticians 

in June 2015



07/10/2016

7

13

07/10/2016 United Nations Statistics Division Slide 14

Underlying and related 

international recommendations 

for economic statistics

UNECE Guidelines on SBR
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o System of  National Accounts 2008 

o International Recommendations for Industrial Statistics 2008

o International Standard Industrial Classification of  All Economic 

Activities, Revision 4 (ISIC, Rev.4)

o UN Guidelines for Integrated Economic Statistics, 2012

o Balance of  Payments and International Investment Position 

Manual, 6th ed., (IMF, 2009)

o Manual on business demography statistics, Eurostat-OECD, 2007

o Measuring informality: A statistical manual on the informal sector 

and informal employment (ILO, 2013)

UNECE Guidelines on SBR
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

Chapter 2 - Roles of  SBR  integrated economic statistics

Chapter 3 - Coverage of  SBR  SNA and ILO manual

Chapter 4 - Units of  SBR  SNA and ISIC

Chapter 5 - Characteristics of  units 

Chapter 6 - Data sources for SBR

Chapter 7 - Maintenance of  SBR

Chapter 8 - Survey frame methodology

Chapter 9 - Dissemination

Chapter 10 - Quality of  SBR

Chapter 11 - Key considerations in establishing SBR

Chapter 12 - Topics for further work and research

Annexes - unit characteristics, unit classifications, SBR country 

examples, quality examples, additional concepts

UNECE Guidelines on SBR
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Agenda
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Chapter 1 - Introduction

Chapter 2 - ROLES OF SBR

Chapter 3 - COVERAGE OF SBR
Chapter 4 - Units of  SBR

Chapter 5 - Characteristics of  units 

Chapter 6 - Data sources for SBR

Chapter 7 - Maintenance of  SBR

Chapter 8 - Survey frame methodology

Chapter 9 - Dissemination

Chapter 10 - Quality of  SBR

Chapter 11 - Key considerations in establishing SBR

Chapter 12 - Topics for further work and research

Annexes - unit characteristics, unit classifications, SBR country 

examples, quality examples, additional concepts

UNECE Guidelines on SBR
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What is a SBR?

19

1
9

1.2 What is an SBR?

1.6 An SBR is a regularly updated, structured database 

of  economic units in a territorial area, maintained by an 

NSI, and used for statistical purposes. 

(1) SBR database contains both legal/administrative 

units and statistical units

(2) SBR is established for statistical purposes

(3) Data in SBR should be time stamped

(4) SBR should be single, central place for economic 

statistics

(5) SBR should be single, central place for NSS

Coverage

20

2
0

3.9 The SNA production boundary is a more 

restricted version of  the general production boundary. It 

excludes activities undertaken by households that produce 

services for their own use, except for services provided by 

owner-occupied dwellings and services produced by 

employing paid domestic staff  (2008 SNA:6.26).

Coverage = Completeness

The extent to which the SBR includes all institutional units 

within the 2008 SNA production boundary

Coverage = Proportion of  total national economic 

production that units represent
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Coverage
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2
1

Coverage
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2
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Coverage

23

2
3

Business Demographics
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Business Demographics

25

2
5

Roles of SBR

26

2
6

Role Goal

1 SBR Live Register The gateway between (different) source(s) and the 

statistical units

2 SBR Backbone Coordinate populations of  statistical and 

administrative units in space & time through register 

snapshots and frozen frames

3 SBR Survey Frame Provide set of  administrative units valid for the 

reference period with all attributes to draw a sample

4 SBR Survey support Control administrative burden and monitor survey 

response

5 SBR based statistics Business demography statistics, business dynamics 

based on register snapshots, and integration with 

external trade register

6 SBR Information Source Support market investigation performance

7 SBR International data 

exchange

Coherence in global statistics

8 SBR in Modernisation of  

statistical production

Integration of  SBR within the production processes 

for economic statistics
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Roles of SBR
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2
7

Roles of SBR

28

2
8

2. Frozen Frame = Reference point 
for surveys

o Use of  harmonized frame of  statistical units for the 

whole national statistical system

o Consistency in measuring economic activity 

 Across statistical domains

 Across government agencies

 Across national policies

o Consistency = Quality
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Roles of SBR
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2
9

Roles of SBR

30

3
0

5. Basis for Business Demographics 
and Dynamics

 Business demography statistics

 Business dynamics based on a series of  

register snapshots 

 Integration with external trade register
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Roles of SBR
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3
1

Example of European Union

Roles of SBR

32

3
2

Example of Business Demographics
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Roles of SBR
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Roles of SBR
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3
5

Example of Canada
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Statistics Canada • Statistique Canada

Enterprise Architecture Integration Platform (EAIP)

Tax Business Register GenSys Collection

IBSP

CANSIM

Methodology

System of 

National 

Accounts

Subject Matter 

Areas
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Statistics Canada • Statistique Canada

Horizontal Integration

40
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Importance of Central SBR

42

4
2

Importance of Central SBR :

Integrated Economic Statistics 

Linking of Business Register to 
Trade and Investment Statistics
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Importance of Central SBR

43

4
3

o Use of  harmonized terminology, definitions, 

concepts, & classifications

o Consistency in measuring economic activity across 

sectors and regions and global consistency of  key 

economic indicators 

o Consistency = Quality

o Reconciling discrepancies among data sources

o Link and integrate data across various statistical 

domains, including linking the information about 

enterprises from the SBR to other data sources

Importance of Central SBR

44

4
4

o Use SBRs to provide central sampling frame for all 

business surveys

o Standardize surveys, including survey design and 

sample frame

o Reduction of  collection burden by using the same 

information for different purposes

o Reduction of  reporting burden by using centralized 

registration of  which businesses have been in which 

surveys and possibility to combine surveys
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Importance of Central SBR
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4
5

• Business Demographics and Business Dynamics: new 

information can be compiled that would not otherwise exist.

• Trade by Enterprise Characteristics aim to describe trade 

flows from the view point of  enterprises:

 Impact of  international trade on employment, growth 

and income (by kind of  industry, size of  enterprise and other 

characteristics)

 Effectiveness of  trade policies (e.g., export-promotion, 

effects on 2-way traders and foreign affiliates)

Roles of SBR

46

4
6

Example of United States
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Global Survey on national practices in linking trade 

statistics and business registers in the summer of  2015

to all NSOs 

 Received responses from 94 national statistical 

systems

28 OECD and 66 non-OECD countries

Regional distribution:

20 Africa (20 non-OECD)

15 Americas (4 OECD, 11 non-OECD)

38 Europe (21 OECD, 17 non-OECD)

21 Asia (3 OECD, 18 non-OECD)

Linking SBR and Trade

52
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• For nearly all respondents SBRs include legal name; address; and economic activity.
• Less commonly-maintained variables are identification of trader/non-trader (maintained by 33%  of 

all respondents) and percentage of foreign ownership (cited by 40% of all respondents). Such 
information would be relevant to information about multinational corporations and foreign direct 
investment, but can alternatively be collected via surveys.

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Trader/Non-Trader

Foreign Ownership

Link to Other ID #s

Active/Non-Active

# of Employees

Sales/Revenues

Date of Entry

Legal Name

Economic Activity

Business ID#

Address

Statistical Unit

% of respondents

OECD

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

% of respondents

Non-OECD

Linking SBR and Trade

Linking SBR to Trade and Investment Statistics

54

• 45% of  all respondents reported that they are currently 

linking IMTS to SBR

• 22 OECD countries and 20 non-OECD countries

• 27% of  all respondents reported that they are currently 

linking SITS to SBR

• 11 OECD countries and 14 non-OECD countries

• 30% of  all respondents reported that they are currently 

linking FDI to the SBR

• 12 OECD countries and 16 non-OECD countries
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Challenges 

 Matching enterprises in SBR with enterprises on 

the trade transactions

 Human resource constraints

 IT system efforts and costs

 Many wholesalers or distributors

 Many forwarding agents or other intermediaries

Linking SBR and Trade

56

5
6

Example of Imports of Germany

Linking SBR and Trade
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Example – Germany from OECD TEC Database
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FlowImports

Reporter country  Germany

Partner zoneTotal

Indicator Trade value (in millions of USD)

Year 2012

Size class Total 0-9 10-49 50-249 250+

Unit

ISIC sector (revision 4)
Total economy 1163230 64386 101060 166618 585154

Industry (exc. construction) 548322 7936 19930 74590 428308

Wholesale, retail trade and repair .. .. .. .. ..

Other sectors .. .. .. .. ..

Agriculture, forestry and fishing 1575 503 419 218 178

Mining and quarrying 1610 25 799 176 602

Manufacturing 517762 0 18521 0 401374

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 26500 358 132 524 25299

Water supply; sewerage, waste/remediation 2451 141 478 769 1034

Construction 3082 822 726 557 674

Wholesale, retail trade and repair 330445 48939 68685 82371 115756

Transportation and storage 30995 1789 4327 2422 22032

Information and communication 6926 572 684 1071 4389

Financial and insurance activities 3799 384 367 229 2242

Real estate activities 6844 374 216 90 376

Professional, scientific and technical activities 17512 1886 3463 3981 5747

Administrative and support service activities 7138 518 1590 442 4003

Accomodation and food services; non market 
services 4218 662 653 647 1449

Unspecified 404749 .. .. .. ..

Data extracted on 03 Sep 2015 21:40 UTC (GMT) from OECD.Stat

Dataset: TEC trade value by sector and size class of enterprise

OECD TEC Database

58

Dataset: TEC number of trading enterprises by sector and size class
FlowImports

Reporter countryGermany
Partner zoneTotal

IndicatorNumber of trading enterprises
Year 2012

Size class Total 0-9 10-49 50-249 250+
Unit

ISIC sector (revision 4)
Total economy

602600 247814 85661 24959 7530

Industry (exc. construction)
90199 35437 25838 12089 3381

Wholesale, retail trade and repair
.. .. .. .. ..

Other sectors
.. .. .. .. ..

Agriculture, forestry and fishing
12044 6574 1468 179 18

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning
2543 573 194 183 134

Water supply; sewerage, waste/remediation
1875 582 654 295 96

Construction
40078 22603 8213 1199 168

Wholesale, retail trade and repair
230950 123069 30484 5625 1234

Transportation and storage
9222 3951 2614 960 283

Information and communication
16849 6993 3108 975 270

Financial and insurance activities
2047 505 221 240 295

Real estate activities
12397 1738 308 83 27

Professional, scientific and technical activities
28079 11696 3855 937 304

Administrative and support service activities
15348 7094 2493 688 258

Accomodation and food services; non market services
55346 28154 7059 1984 1292

Unspecified
180082 .. .. .. ..

Data extracted on 03 Sep 2015 21:40 UTC (GMT) from OECD.Stat

http://stats.oecd.org/OECDStat_Metadata/ShowMetadata.ashx?Dataset=TEC1_REV4&Coords=[INDICATOR]&ShowOnWeb=true&Lang=en
http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx?DatasetCode=TEC1_REV4
http://stats.oecd.org/OECDStat_Metadata/ShowMetadata.ashx?Dataset=TEC1_REV4&Coords=[COUNTRY]&ShowOnWeb=true&Lang=en
http://stats.oecd.org/OECDStat_Metadata/ShowMetadata.ashx?Dataset=TEC1_REV4&Coords=[COUNTRY].[DEU]&ShowOnWeb=true&Lang=en
http://stats.oecd.org/OECDStat_Metadata/ShowMetadata.ashx?Dataset=TEC1_REV4&Coords=[INDICATOR]&ShowOnWeb=true&Lang=en
http://stats.oecd.org/index.aspx?DatasetCode=TEC1_REV4
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Example of Costa Rica

Linking SBR and Trade

Linking SBR and Trade
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Way Forward

61

6
1

International Trade and Economic 
Globalization Statistics

Linking trade and business 

statistics

62

Way Forward

6
2

UN Handbook 

Accounting for Global Value Chains
A System of  Extended National Accounts and 

Integrated Business Statistics
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Global Value Chain approach

64
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Materials

Customers
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Lead

Firm

Relational

Supplier
Full-package

Supplier

Statistical units related to GVC Governance 

arrangements

65

Linking trade and business 

statistics

66

Way Forward

6
6

Handbook

o The global value chain concept is central to the 
measurement of  globalization

o Statistical framework (national focus):

i. extended national supply and use tables and 
accounts

ii. integrated business, trade and investment statistics

o Satellite accounting approach taken for the 
measurement of  extended national and multi-country 
GVC industry tables and accounts

o Enterprise (group) perspective taken to move from 
bilateral to multilateral country perspective in 
production, investment and trade statistics
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Elements of the Integrated Business, 
Investment and Trade Statistics Framework

• Improve business registers with identification of  multi-

national enterprises, foreign affiliates and size class, 

and with links to trade and investment statistics

• Establish a global enterprise group register, by further 

developing the approach employed by the euro-groups 

register

• Balance bilateral trade and investment asymmetries 

in a consistent way

• Standardize surveys on international sourcing of  

Business Functions

Integrated Business, Investment and 
Trade Statistics Framework

• GVC satellite accounts can be formulated in terms of  

their goods and services producing activities, their 

supply and use of  intermediate products, their final 

outputs in the end markets, and their heterogeneity 

of  firms, in terms of  ownership, size class and trade 

intensity

• Various GVC industries are considered as examples for 

the Handbook, such as the agri-food, textile and 

apparel, automotive, energy, pharmaceutical and 

tourism industries
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Way Forward

1. Proposal at 2017 UN Statistical Commission to make 

Guidelines for Statistical Business Registers into 

International Recommendations for SBR

2. Handbook on Accounting for Global Value Chains will 

request improved business registers with 

identification of  multi-national enterprises, foreign 

affiliates and size class, and with links to trade and 

investment statistics

3. Development of  a Global Register for Multi-National 

Enterprise Groups

70

Thank you


