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* Part 1: Background
* Why a harmonized definition is needed
* The global voluntary commitment
* Country consultations and adoption of harmonized approach by UN Statistical Commission

* Part 2: Overview of the Degree of Urbanisation and its implementation workflow



PART 1: BACKGROUND



Why a harmonized definition is needed

Percentage urban and urban agglomerations with 500,000 inhabitants or more, 2018
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UNDESA(2018). World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 Revision

Data produced using a variety of
definitions

a) Varied inputs which vary across
and within countries

* Population size

* Population density amidst varying
spatial units

* Administrative / political delineations
* Economic activities
* Combinations of aspects
b) Varied concepts
* City proper
* Urban agglomeration
* Metropolitan area
* Etc

Changing, mixing, tossing
definitions would create different
resulis
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Some variations in urban definitions in select Arab Countries

Administrative | Economic Population Population Urban Other criteria | No definition
function function size density characteristics
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UN-Habitat survey, 2019
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Why a harmonized definition is needed Ctd.

The 2030 agenda of leaving no one and
no place behind requires multiple levels
of data disaggregation

* Relevant, location-specific data to
understand varying needs

* Relevant, timely, location specific
data for informed actions

“’

Around 80 ’
About 1/3 of SDG indicators indicators ‘

can be measured at the . have an
urban

local level ' component ~
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How “‘urban’ is defined determines SDG 11 indicator results

Example 1: Indicator 11.3.1 (spatial and population urbanization trends)
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How “urban’ is defined determines SDG 11 indicator results

Example 2: Indicator 11.2.1: Access to public transport in urban areas

Access@oPpublickransportiy@listance@oXentrel
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The global voluntary commitment on harmonizing settlement definitions

* Voluntary commitment during
Habitat lll conference (2016) to
support harmonization of definitions
for global agendas monitoring and
reporting

o | UNG@HABITAT
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Country consultations organized by

Statistical Commission Background documen 1Y

. . Fifty-first session Available in English only
UN-HG bltqf & EC Undertq ken In Ife_rns;(ﬂji:)cfhtfzwgzp?’ovisional agenda
2 O -| 8 2 0 -| 9 Items for discussion and decision: demographic statistics
DEGURBA endorsed by UN
Statistical Commission (51°" Session)
as recommended meThOd for A recommendation on the method to delineate cities, urban and rural areas
Seﬂ'lemenf delinedﬁon for S_l_qﬁsﬁcql for international statistical comparisons
comparisons

Prepared by the European Commission — Eurostat and DG for Regional and Urban Policv —
ILLO. FAO. OECD. UN-Habitat, World Bank
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Summary of country consultation workshops

West Africa region - English speaking
Abuja, Nigeria

Dates: 15 - 19 October 2018
10 countries
46 participants

Latin America and the Caribbean
Lima, Peru

Dates 25 - 28 June 2019
11 countries
25 participants

West/Central Africa regions - French speaking
Abidjan, Ivory Coast

Dates: 13-16 November 2018
16 countries
38 participants

Arab States region - English/French/Arabic speaking
Cairo, Egypt

Dates 18 - 21 March 2019

12 countries

40 participants

South and Central Asia
New Delhi, India

Dates 23 - 27 September 2019
10 countries
32 participants

> - e e e e e m—m———-

Eastern and Southern Asia
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Dates 22 - 25 October 2019
14 countries
24 participants

East and Southern Africa regions.- English speaking
Lusaka, Zambia

Dates: 22-25 January 2019
12 countries
45 participants

(85 Countries covered, 250 Participants)



Some feedback from countries on application of DEGURBA at local level

* Overall agreement on the need for harmonized settlements
definition

* Simplicity of approach — DEGURBA adopts practical metrics
which can be applied globally

* Innovativeness of population grid - for disaggregated data
pI‘OdUC‘I'ion + moni‘l'oring A classification of local admin

* Satisfactory identification of urban areas

* Consistency in measurement unit & thresholds — DEGURBA
offers consistent approach to defining settlements, producing
data & can result in functional cities / urban areas

* DEGURBA integrates new technologies in line with modern data
needs

* Increasing production of geo-coded data creates opportunities
for higher resolution data

Thinly populated areas Intermediate density areas De




PART 2: DEGURBA

A people-based people-based definition of cities and rural
areas



Overview of DEGURBA Components and Workflow

1. Disaggregating population to grids

2. Determining level of urbanization at the
grid level — the DEGURBA settlement model

3. Applying level of urbanization to local
administrative units level

4. The functional urban area

Degree Of urban isation A classification of local administrative units

Grid cells

Racter cos of L ke are clazsfes T R —
i - N X 3 y ~| Urban clusters Urban centres
\ > 5000 > 50 000
i derved fom eegiters.
iz dowracaled rom

diate density areas Densely populated areas
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2. Determining level of urbanization at the grid level

3 classifications of grid cells
based on population density
& total population of
contiguous cells / clusters

Contiguous groups

400

550

2100

500

400

1500

350

2000

1250

Population in group

Urban Cluster

Urban centres

Contiguous cells

above 1,500 residents per km? and
at least 50,000 people in the centre

Urban Clusters

Contiguous cells

above 300 residents per km? and
at least 5,000 people in the cluster

Rural grid cells

Cells below 300 residents per km? + other cells
outside urban clusters

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO




Three steps at the grid level

[ High density cell (> 1500 inh. per sq.km) Clusters Urban centre
Local unit [ < 50.000 inh. I Remaining cluster
B > 50.000 inh. B Gap filling

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO



Applying level of urbanization to local administrative units

3 classifications of local
spatial units
(administrative units)
based on type/
typology of the grid in
which the majority of the
population resides.

> 50% pop. in urban centres

> 50% pop. in urban clusters and not classified as

Towns and suburbs

city

Rural area > 50% pop. in rural grid cells

Urban areas = Cities + Towns and Suburbs

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO



Applying level of urbanization to local administrative units

E LAU boundaries

Urban clusters

[ gridded LAU boundaries

Urban clusters

0 1 2 3 km
| | | |

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO



40 58
19 0 10 11 116 635 244 10
15 30 16 8 83 573 10 15
23 5 5 24 171 345 142 62 15
31 555 388 707 15 0 0
201 1928 619 6 10 13 2
17 91 11 172 9 33 41 17
6 4 54 60 0 7 24 35
36 16 19
6 13 18 0
23 38 12
[ gridded LAU boundaries
24 19 23

|:| population by grid cell
Urban clusters

3 km

45.7 %

78.7 %

213 %

|:| gridded LAU boundaries

Urban clusters

54.3 %

2
1

3 km
|

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO




50% pop. in urban cluster and not
classified as a city

45.7 %
54.3 %
78.7 %
213 %
>50% pop. in rural
cells
[ gridded LAU boundaries
Urban clusters q ] ) S

Rural area

Towsns Sgel 3Uatres

|:| Towns and suburbs

- Rural areas 0 1 2 3 km
| | | |
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Some scenarios

1. Two urban centres to one city: Budapest, Hungary

I High density cell (>1500 inh. per sq.km.)

Local unit

Urban centre (Cluster of HD cells with
population > 50.000)

I:I Urban centre

Local unit > 50% of its population
in an urban centre

- City

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO




Some scenarios

2. One urban centre becomes two cities: Poole and Bournemouth, UK

I High density cell (>1500 inh. per sq.km.)

Local unit

Urban centre (Cluster of HD cells with
population > 50.000)

I:l Urban centre

Local unit > 50% of its population
in an urban centre

B ciy

Slide Credits: EC / DG-REGIO




DEGURBA Level 2

— Dense Towns

— — Semi-dense Towns

Degr.ee ?f |
Urbanisation B Suburbs Population size thresholds of the o
c 000 No population size criterion
_ >=50,000 4'9 g99 5004999 (not a settlement)
——— Dispersed rural areas % >=1500 ngh Dense
o e density Towns
— Mostly uninhabited areas o0 ¥ :
>0 32300 Moderate Semi-dense Villages Suburbs or
- O =
c 9 density Towns 8 peri-urban area
S 5
_5 5| >=50 |Low density Dispersed rural areas
: 2
J .=
Very low L
9 <50 i , Mostly uninhabited areas
a density
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More information

https: / /unstats.un.org /unsd /statcom /51 st-session /documents /BG-ltem3j-
Recommendation-E.pdf
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