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Executive summary

This report was prepared by Robert Smith of Midsuen Analytics in response to a request from
ESCWA. As the organization responsible for leadihg Arab region’s response to the outcomes from
Rio+20, ESCWA is coordinating the development & ASDR, the main contribution to the AFSD meeting
and link to the GSDR being developed by DESA. &ime of the report is to assess sustainable developm
monitoring in the Arab region and make recommerdation how to effectively monitor development ia th
post-2015 era.

Our research addressed the following questions:

What are the key elements of the emerging glalaahéwork for monitoring and evaluating progress
on the proposed SDGs? What are the main sets ichiods, indices or approaches being considerdieat
global level for measuring progress on sustaindélelopment?

What is the experience in the Arab region with itesing the MDGs and sustainable development?
What are the key gaps/barriers/constraints?

What are the likely implications for the Arab regiof the SDGs, including key challenges, likely
gaps/needs and potential opportunities?

Can best practices and experience in other regagngell as emerging initiatives and approaches
(such as the data revolution) provide lessonshierArab region?

What are the options for addressing key challdgaes and enhancing sustainable development
monitoring and evaluation in the Arab region?

Monitoring of the MDGs in the Arab region

The Arab region has been only moderately successfuonitoring and evaluating the MDGs. None
of the countries we reviewed produces officialistetss for more than 27 of 45 of the MDG indicatbos
which national statistics might be expected to texithe remaining indicators must be compiled by
international agencies using non-official statstic cannot be compiled at all.

The quality of data underlying indicators compileging official statistics is medium at best antiyon
medium-low in some countries. Without significanternational assistance, monitoring of the MDGthin
region would fall far short of the ideal. On avezagnly around one third of the MDG indicators cbhbk
measured in the region using official statistiasnal That more than this is possible in most Amalntries
is the result of efforts by international organiaas.

There appears to be a gap between the regionacitgdo monitor the MDGs and the views of
officials. In their self-assessments, Saudi Araimd Morocco ranked themselves largely “good” orcales
of good/average/poor. We would rate them “averagdfest.

Our review of capacity in the region to monitoe tMDGs leads us to question its readiness for
monitoring after 2015. The OWG (the United Natidmsdy charged with developing the initial SDG
proposals) has Al4f the MDG ratio of indicators-to-goals holds ftite SDGs,
measuring the SDGs could involve 145 indicatorsdalp even the best performing countries in theoregi
produce statistics for fewer than 30 of the MDGdatbrs.

! See https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/focissistigl
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Monitoring of sustainable development in the Arab egion

Our review of countries and experts in the Aragiae in reporting sustainable development indicator
leads to several conclusions regarding its prepasdfor the post-2015 era.

To be effective in monitoring the SDGs, nationallgnerated data (as opposed to that produced by
international organizations) will be required foosh of the indicators. Given that most Arab Stdtage
produced data for fewer than half of the MDGssiunrealistic to assume that the Arab region igdyéda
compile the SDGs.

Without still more assistance from the internagionommunity than provided for the MDGs, the
region will face difficulties meeting monitoring @revaluation expectations after 2015. Such assistaan
help to fill data gaps in the short term but wilitrcreate the capacity needed for countries torhecself-
sufficient in measuring sustainable developmentefdathought must be devoted to ensuring thasteste
results in real, sustainable capacity building. iBea cooperation may be the best approach, asilds
capacity entirely within Arab countries.

Based on our research, only seven Arab coufitiese prepared formal reports on sustainable
development indicators. With only about a third tbé countries in the region having any experience
with sustainable development measurement, the kgfvpteparedness for the post-2015 agenda is glearl
low overall.

Nearly every country has prepared one or more MB@rts since 2000. With the support of the
international community, the region is capablemveisting considerable effort in monitoring and eatihg
development issues. However, when left to its owmicks, as in the case with sustainable development
reporting, the outcome is modest. Problems incldale gaps, difficulty in accessing data and ladkdus
institutional support.

A feature of the region is the heterogeneity gforéing approaches. Each country studied used a
unique set of indicators to measure sustainabiéffectively eliminating the possibility for compsmn
between countries. It is worth comparing this hmgeneity with the homogeneity that is the hallmafk
macroeconomic statistics. GDP and the related sfiitational accounts aggregates are measuredyvati
consistency across and within countries. The aicalytvalue of the resulting time series cannot be
overstated.

The ASDIF has had little impact. Only two of theuatries reviewed made use of the ASDIF in
defining their indicator sets. Few of the experes nterviewed mentioned the ASDIF without prompting
This is so despite the efforts of ESCWA, the Unilations Environment Programme (UNEP) Regional
Office for Western Asia and the League of Arab &tab promote the ASDIF, including the publicatain

onepreparing the ASDIF indicators (United Nations
Environment Programme and others, 2012a, 20122@h#c), the creation of i@
,ontimerous meetings and declarations on the topoe ¢he mid-2000s
and preparation of a short version (44 indicatofdhe ASDIF to simplify implementation.

One probable factor in the failure of the ASDIFgain more traction is that indicators were sonmgthi
of an afterthought when the SDIAR was launchedhadarly 2000s. The ASDIF was never adopted as the
official indicator set for monitoring progress dretSDIAR. Another factor may be that the ASDIFkkRa
clear conceptual underpinning, with a wide rangmadicators that share little in common.

2 Egypt, Iraqg, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunaid Qatar.
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The data revolution and the Arab region

The focus on data that will flow from the call the United Nation$
to help achieve sustainable development will offex region many opportunities, as well as
highlighting the challenges it faces in terms ofnitaring and evaluation. Specific opportunities toe
region include:

* The region requires an overall review of statisticapacity, practices and outputs to identify
strengths and, especially, weaknesses that areemineg it from effectively monitoring and
evaluating sustainable development. Such a reviedde funded as part of the data revolution.
A plan could then be developed to identify and fitie the investments needed to improve the
internal capacity of countries to report on the SD@ny regional action plan should stress the
need to build national statistical capacity.

e  Statistics are most useful when compiled using epts; methods and definitions that are
common from country to country. The global dateotetion should provide the Arab region with
many opportunities to share concepts, methods efdittbns with countries and organizations
from other regions.

 The Arab region is already a leader in some aspafctee data revolution. In particular, the
is a world-class effort devoted to improving déa environmental monitoring and
using, among others, remote sensing techniques.datee revolution offers an opportunity to
build upon the success of the AGEDI by broadenind deepening the region’s capacity to
collect, analyze and apply remotely sensed dadedision-making.

A report by the United Nations on the data revotutidentified shortcomings that prevent more
effective national, regional and global monitoriaugd evaluation of development. Because the Aralomeg
as a whole reflects many of the problems identifiethe report, it is both a good candidate to fiefrem
the data revolution and at a weak starting pointdfiing so. For the region to benefit from the glotiata
revolution, it urgently needs its own data revanti

The more difficult challenges regarding statistiest confront the region include:

» Addressing the lack of transparency in data cablecind reporting is key to the region’s chances
of benefitting from the post-2015 agenda, but diffi in the face of cultural and institutional
forces that are not always oriented toward trarespay,

* Monitoring and evaluating the SDGs may require abtiog — or more — of the reporting burden
vis a vis the MDGs, a burden the region has hdicdify bearing. The sheer scale of the data
revolution may overwhelm certain countries. Theargvill have to establish realistic priorities
for what can and cannot be achieved,;

* The Arab region faces many development challengdsgven other more pressing matters such
as security, poverty and education, Governments beyunwilling to devote resources to
improving statistics. Many countries may need tokldeyond their borders to fund statistical
capacity-building. The data revolution promises&a source of new funds for this. Managed
well, those funds can be used to build real natistaistical capacity.

Recommendations

Recommendation 1. Building upon extant structumegasures should be taken to strengthen
governance for sustainable development in the fggion.

Recommendation 2. A new set of sustainable dpwabmt indicators should be developed. The set
should contain fewer than 30 indicators and beiwittie capacity of most Arab States to compile.
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Recommendation 3. Given the emergence of thendetk concept of wealth as a rigorous and
increasingly accepted means of defining sustaindelelopment, consideration should be given tongasi
the revised set of sustainable development indisatio the extended concept of capital.

Recommendation 4. A full assessment of Arab registatistical systems should be undertaken to
reveal in detail the level of preparedness forgbst-2015 monitoring and evaluation agenda. Coivayidt
in the near future would allow the region to planimproved response to the post-2015 agenda.

Recommendation 5. The role of national statistiffices in measuring sustainable development
should be strengthened. Good examples from themegid beyond should be examined.

Recommendation 6. Sustainable development iraticats in the Arab region should be modified as
little as possible from one report to the nexttsat fong time series of the indicators may be céadpior
analytical purposes.

Recommendation 7. Statistics offices and othedible national and international institutions lire t
Arab region should do all in their power to ins@t transparency in the collection of information by
Governments.

Recommendation 8. Arab States should try to pedegular sustainable development indicator
reports; an annual or biennial frequency woulddssi.

Recommendation 9. The United NatiGsisEA and the should be promoted in the Arab region
as the basis for improving environmental data.

Recommendation 10. Consideration should be gieeoreating, either at the regional level or in
specific States, independent offices with respalitsitfor advancing sustainable development. Exigti
international offices, such as the oneCimnadzaoffer a variety of models that could be built npo

Recommendation 11. Consideration should be giwemationalizing the process of statistical
capacity-building in the Arab region through intaional donor assistance. Donors should coordithegie
efforts to ensure that consistent statistical cpts;edefinitions and methods are used across déissistance
programmes. The national statistics office sho@ldhe target of this assistance in all cases, sitiese is a
compelling reason for involving a policy ministry.

Recommendation 12. Arab States and regional orgtons should join the Global Consensus on
Data proposed by the Secretary-General's and
participate in its efforts to define principles asthndards to leverage the data revolution forasnesle
development. In doing so, the existing principlésfficial statistics (see Annex Xl) should be takas the
starting point.

Recommendation 13. The Arab region and its Stslbeslld embrace the innovations of the data
revolution where it is to their strategic advantagedo so. In areas where it is already advancech as
remotely sensed data, the region can — and shopldy-a leading role. In other areas, the regiasukh
learn from others and adopt new technologies winergt appropriate.

Recommendation 14. Arab States and regional aaéons should support the call by the IEAG on
the data revolution to create a global partner&brisustainable development data and consider lestany
a parallel regional forum (or assign that rolehe/4 N

Recommendation 15. The Arab region and its Statesild take advantage of the opportunity
provided by the post-2015 agenda to seek and/otiga@dditional financial resources to build capa&ir
monitoring and evaluation of sustainable developgmianparticular, the region should ensure thas ivell
represented at the upcoming international confereort development financing and prepared to discuss
funding needs for statistical capacity-building.
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I. INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared by Midsummer Arcyith response to a request from the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Westdsmia (ESCWA) for a study of Arab regional
experience with sustainable development monitcaimg) evaluation.

As the organization responsible for leading thabAregion’s response to the outcomes from Rio+20,
ESCWA has coordinated several reports and meegintge regional level. It helped to establish Ati&D,
which first met in April 2014, and to develop theaB Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development
2015-2025 and a regional approach to the globalSthét will replace the MDGs from the end of 2015.

Ahead of the next meeting of the AFSD, in Aprill3) ESCWA is coordinating the development
of the ASDR, which will be the main contribution the AFSD meeting and link to the GSDR being
developed by DESA to inform meetings of the Unilations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development in New York. A was published by DESA in July 2014 (United
Nations, 2014b).

The ASDR forms part of the Rio+20 follow-up progmae for ESCWA and has several objectives:

» To enhance the science-policy interface and impemeess to information by decision-makers in
the Arab region by bringing together regional fimg of global and regional scientific
assessments and development reports;

 To review progress in the Arab region on sustamaldvelopment (1992-the present) and
explore future trends in key thematic areas (ta0205

 To engage Arab countries by building national cafs; exploring success stories and enabling
countries to review priorities and step up efftotachieve sustainable development;

* To assess trends and gaps in implementation: sciand technology, finance, institutions, and
monitoring/accountability (including statistics adalta).

This is one of several reports commissioned by \W8Gs input for the ASDR, which will address
the following issues:

» Technology development and transfer needs;

» Financing for sustainable development;

»  The institutional framework for sustainable devehemt;

e  Sustainable development monitoring and evaluatius (eport);
* Mapping and needs assessment in social development;

* Governance in light of the recent and ongoing alituprisings;
* Gender mainstreaming in the context of the SDGs.

The objective of this report is to provide a ceecassessment of sustainable development monitoring
and evaluation in the Arab region and discuss ii@ications of the post-2015 agenda. The reposepes
a series of recommendations intended to identifiolas required in the region to prepare it to affedy
undertake development monitoring and evaluatiorraff015. Our research addressed the following
guestions:

1. What are the key elements of the emerging glseadework for monitoring and evaluating progress
on the proposed SDGs? What are the main sets ighbods, indices or approaches being considerdieat
global level for measuring progress on sustaindblelopment?

2. What is the experience in the Arab region withnitoring the MDGs and sustainable development?
What are the key gaps/barriers/constraints expegtby stakeholders in the Arab region?



3. What are the likely implications for the Aralgien of the SDGs, including key challenges, likely
gaps/needs and potential opportunities at the matend regional levels?

4. Can best practices and experience in othermedguch as Europe) as well as emerging initiatwes
approaches (such as the data revolution) provisofes for the Arab region?

5. What are the options for addressing key chadlefgjps and enhancing sustainable development
monitoring and evaluation in the Arab region attbgional and national levels?

We relied primarily on the review of relevant pightions and online resources on sustainable
development monitoring and evaluation in the Aragion and globally. This was complemented by
interviews with experts familiar with national amdgional efforts to monitor and evaluate sustamabl
development. Annex | contains a list of interviesend interview questions.

The report is structured as follows:

Following this introduction, chapter 2 addressesArab experience with monitoring the MDGs. The
resources available for the study did not permiesmaustive evaluation. We chose, therefore, tadawur
evaluation on selected countries (Egypt, Iraq, dordorocco, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia) that wete/adn
monitoring and evaluation of the MDGs and of susthle development more generally.

Chapter 3 considers the experience of the regimnmbnitoring and evaluating sustainable
development. It focuses on the degree to whichABBIF has been adopted by Arab countries. Findings
from interviews with Arab sustainability experte arsed extensively in this chapter.

Chapter 4 discusses the “data revolution” foransable development, considering its implicatiomrs f
the Arab region. It is based largely on recommendatin a recent report of the Secretary-General's
Independent HA summary of conclusions is presented at the
end of chapters 2-4 on the implications of recematbAmonitoring and evaluation experience for iteliress
to implement the post-2015 development agendaec&se of reference, all recommendations are prekente
in chapter 5. Since it is expected that some resaddf look at chapter 5 alone, it repeats somehaf
conclusions of earlier chapters when necessaryotddge context.

An Executive Summary provides an overview of gggort and summary of recommendations.

Box 1. A word on terminology

“Monitoring and evaluation” refers to the use oflicators to report on progress towards nationdlaan
regional development objectives. We use the termelation to the MDGs and to general efforts tosper
sustainable development. For convenience, we af&othe term “measuring” in place of “monitoring an
evaluation”.

o

3 See www.undatarevolution.org




II. MONITORING THE MDGS IN THE ARAB REGION — A REV |EW OF
THE EXPERIENCE OF SELECTED COUNTRIES AND
CONCLUSIONS FOR THE POST-2015 ERA

In this chapter, we review the experience of thiabAregion in monitoring of the MDGs and draw
conclusions from this experience regarding theor@gi readiness to measure the SDGs after 2015. Our
review is based entirely on material availabletmnlnternet.

A. MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF THEMDGS—GLOBAL
AND REGIONAL EXPERIENCE

Reliable and robust data are critical for achigvthe MDGs and holding Governments and the
international community accountable for progreswatmls them. The MDGs have been a motor for
improving statistical systems at the national ameérnational levels, but reliable statistics formtoring
development remain inadequate in many countriesta Ogaps, poor quality, non-compliance with
methodological standards and lack of sub-natiomah care among the major challenges faced in MDG
monitoring.

The eight MDGs, established in 2000, are meastimealigh a set of s the majority of
which are intended to be compiled and reportechatcountry levef. They have been the subject of an
intense global effort since 2000. The United Nati®tatistics Division (UNSD)

of MDG indicators that covers every Member Statehe United Nations. It
contains estimates for the period from 1990 to 2&dl draws upon data from a variety of sources.

In the best cases, the data underlying the inmlisadre drawn directly from published national
(official) statistics. However, in many cases imdars are compiled on the basis of non-officialadat
collected and analyzed by international agenciesstMhealth-related indicators fall into that catgdo
In other cases, modelled data must be used beoauskserved data are available. In a substantiabeu
of cases, it is impossible to obtain any data megluio compile the indicators.

As a result, the global MDG database remains anbatly incomplete for many countries. For any
given country, one finds indicators for which ndues are published, others for which values ardabla
but only sporadically and usually just a few forigthvalues are available for more or all of thediseries
from 1990 to 2014. Where estimates are availaldecerns about the quality of underlying data are
common, especially in the case of non-officialistais.

The MDG statistical database serves as the dataesdor the preparation of
5 Such reports have been prepared at the global #weually since 2002 and
regionally at several points since the start of itligative. Their preparation is undertaken by bl in
collaboration with a variety of global and regiodalelopment organizations.

In the Arab region, progress reports were preparé®05, 2007 (for youth), 2010 and 2013 with the
United Nations and, in most cases, the League alb States as lead authors. The latest Arab regiepaft
not only considers progress toward meeting the M@salso considers priorities for the region E#@15.
The United Nations also prepares in collaboration with the authorities in
many countries.

4 Some of the MDGs are global in nature and are dethgxclusively by international agencies.

See http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx

5 United Nations, 2014.

See www.un.org/millenniumgoals/reports.shtml




The various global, regional and national MDG mépare diverse in content and structure and her t
most part, pay relatively little attention to mamihg and evaluation issues. Their emphasis is;cgypiately,
on the progress made in achieving the goals theeselUntil recently, most reports mentioned thedrfee
improved monitoring and evaluation only briefly. Wever, in the most recent global report two pagesew
devoted to a discussion of the need for improveid da monitor and evaluate development progtess.
The report drew the following conclusions:

1. In many developing countries, the need to tithekMDGs has given national statistical systems the
opportunity to develop their capacity to producd daliver improved official statistics.

2. The international community has helped by imprgvmethodologies, producing guidelines and
defining priorities and strategies to support caestin data collection, analysis and reporting.

3. Internationally funded household surveys, susHUSAID’s and

of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),vhaenabled
developing countries to produce statistically soand internationally comparable estimates in tleasiof
health, education, child protection, and HIV an®A&l

4, At the same time, basic data for monitoring dtgw@ent are missing. Data on births and deaths, the
number and quality of jobs, poverty and agricultamong others, are still missing in many develgpin
countries. On top of this, existing data are undéized. Limited efforts have been made to fullyay/ze

and effectively use the new data sources createdrasult of the MDG process, such as those mesdion
above.

As the 2015 deadline for the MDGs approachesjrtegnational community has started to work on
a post-2015 development agenda. The report of tliedNations High-Level Panel of Eminent Persoms o
the Post-2015 Development Agenda has called forresofution” to produce better, timelier, more
accessible, and more disaggregated data to hefinatie poverty and achieve sustainable developrient.
this to happen, the Panel notes, national ownerahib increased commitment of financial and human
resources to the statistical system are neededg alith support from the international communityevi
information technologies must be harnessed to ingata at the same time as investments are made in
existing data infrastructure, such as the registradf births and deaths, health and educationrinddion
systems, and survey systems. Open access to dhits affective use in analysis is essential. Mersaid
on this “data revolution” and its implications fetlatistical development in the Arab region in Cleapgt

Arab regional MDG reports have also said littleatbthe quality of statistics for monitoring and
evaluation. The yiwhich not only assesses progress on achievinyiib&s but also
looks forward to the post-2015 era, contains just paragraphs on the need for improved statisticst¢d
Nations and League of Arab States, no date). Simitell treatment seems at odds with the report's
contention that expanding the available measureewélopment should be a “top priority” post-20The
only two areas mentioned for improvement are measof poverty and of the “quality of services”.

National MDG progress reports are available froMDP and ESCWA for all countries in the Arab
region. All except Comoros and Libya have prepaegarts at least twice since 2000.

Again, these reports generally say little aboatigtics for monitoring and evaluation. Some report
(for example, those in Qatar) make no mention ladfathallenges related to statistics. Most repattteast
note that statistics for monitoring and evaluategd improvement. Some reports address specifs arfe
weakness but most simply note that existing stadistre inadequate and need to improve.

8 United Nations, 2014a.



A few reports, particularly those produced in thiel-2000s, offer simple qualitative assessments of
national capacity for monitoring and evaluationtle form of a self-assessment evaluation matrixeséh
assessments grade the country as either good,gaveraweak in terms of data-gathering capacity, the
quality of survey information, statistical trackirtge integration of statistics into policy. Whileeful, these
self-assessments are limited by the fact that hatoantries have completed them and that most trimsn
which have done so have included them in only epent, eliminating the possibility of assessingdiegree
to which the MDG process might have had a positiygact on monitoring and evaluation capacity.

Tunisia is an exception. In it& (Tunisia and United Nations, 2014), it notes tleed for
more relevant and disaggregated data. The Tuniddional Statistics Council took advantage of thB®/1
process to set up a working group to look at refognthe statistical system to better respond toMIDEGs
as part of its National Statistics Programme fd@72Q011. The programme recommended that Tunisiptado
international definitions and methods in its statssand that additional effort be put into prochgcktatistics
required for specific MDGs, notably those relateganitation. Even this limited effort to addressues of
data quality sets Tunisia apart from other coustirnethe region.

B. MDG MONITORING AND EVALUATION IN SELECTEDARAB COUNTRIES

Our review of data in the global MDG statisticaltabase maintained by UNSD revealed significant
gaps in the capacity of six selected countriefénArab regiohto compile the MDG indicators.

Only 42 per cent of the 45 MDG indicators that Idobe expected to be compiled by national
Governments are compiled for all six of the cow#tiising their official statistics. The remainir@yer cent
either rely on statistics compiled by internatioagéncies (24 per cent) or cannot be compiled é34@nt).
Of the indicators that can be compiled in all sxtries using official statistics, there is nogsenindicator
for which statistics exist on an annual basis iargwcountry. On the contrary, many of the indicstare
based on statistics that exist for only a few minttime between 1990 and 2014. Such sparse t&atasi
the ability to analyze and understand trends iretredution of the indicator.

To portray more fully the development monitoringdaevaluation capacity of the Arab region, we
assessed monitoring and evaluation of the MDGsah @f the six countries under the following craer

1. The number of MDG indicators for which officistiatistics might be reasonably expected to exidt an
for which official statistics actually do exist the country, according to UNSD’s global MDG indimat
database.

2. The number of national MDG progress reports dbentry has produced and the degree to which
issues related to the statistics available for mooimg and evaluation are discussed in those report

3. Our own rating of the country’s overall capaditymonitor and evaluate MDG progress based on
official statistics:® The assessment was based on our judgment of aktiapacity using a five-point scale
that considered the following: (a) regularity oftalgproduction; (b) length of available time seriasd

(c) date of the most recently available data pdiiat.score five out of five, the data available fogiven
indicator had to be produced at a regular inteimaht least the past 10 years and the most refzgatpoint
had to be within the past four years. The availafficial data for each indicator were evaluatethgghis

% Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Morocco, Saudi Arabia and idian They were chosen because they: (1) are gebigally
representative of the Arab region; (2) are reld§ivkeveloped economically and socially and couldekpected to have reasonable
capacity to undertake MDG and SD monitoring; andh@ve all produced MDG and sustainable developrimgtitator reports. It
was beyond the scope of this study to assess ewantry in the region.

19 The capacity for monitoring and evaluation basediata produced by international agencies was omsidered relevant
to the countries’ capacities to respond to the MDsdsthe availability of estimated or modelled dates ignored in our assessment
(as were indicators for which no data at all ar@ilable).



score and an average score out of five acrossfatheoindicators was calculated. Although somewhat
subjective, we believe our rating offers a validseof the current MDG monitoring and evaluatiopazaty

of the selected countries. It should be understbatlthe ratings considered only the quantity ameliness

of the statistics available and not other qualityilzautes (such as accessibility or accuracy), Whicere
beyond the scope of this study. We believe thatatimgs (below) would have been lower in most sdsd
overall data quality been assesSed.

1. Egypt

Official statistics available for 26 of 45 indicasp
Produced MDG progress reports in 2002, 2004, 22089 and 2010;

motes the importance of sound data for monitobimigdevotes no discussion to
the quality of the data available in Egypt;

Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evatiion capacity Medium (3.4/5).

2. Iraq

Official statistics available for 27 of 45 indiceso
Produced MDG progress reports in 2005, 2010, 20812813,

neither notes the importance of sound data foritmang nor devotes any
discussion to the quality of the data availabl&an;

Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evation capacity -Medium-low (2.3/5).
3. Jordan

Official statistics available for 26 of 45 indiceso
Produced MDG progress reports in 2004 and 2010;

motes the importance of sound data for monitobimigdevotes no discussion to
the quality of the data available in Jordan;

Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evalion capacity Medium (3.2/5).
4. Morocco

Official statistics available for 27 of 45 indicaso
Produced MDG progress reports in 2003, 2005, 20072809;

pays nearly no attention to statistical qualitheTheed for gender statistics is
noted and the fact that Morocco is embarking orognramme to put the United Nations System of
Environment-economic Accounting in place is notdde report contains Morocco’'s self-
assessment of its capacity to monitor and evalpraigress on the eight goals. Except for Goal 4,
Morocco ranks its capacity as good. It ranks itaslfa combination of good and average for Goal
4, even though it produces no statistics for angheffour related indicators, and as good for Goal
7 on environmental sustainability, even thougtradoices statistics for only three of the 10 related
indicators and the most recent statistics for midicator on water resources dates from 2000;

11 According to Statistics Canada (2002), the dimersiof statistical quality are relevance, accuratigeliness,
accessibility, interpretability and coherence.



»  Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evatlion capacity -Medium (3.6/5).
5. Saudi Arabia

« Official statistics available for 21 of 45 indicaso
*  Produced MDG progress reports in 2002, 2005, 22088, 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2013;

. states that “in the context of monitoring progresade towards achievement
of MDGs, Saudi Arabia has established comprehensie¢abases for socio-economic
development indicators and developed adequate mischs for the process of monitoring them.
These databases and mechanisms are subject t@arregulating” (Saudi Arabia and UNDP,
2013). The report assesses the capacity of Saadigdto monitor and evaluate progress on the
MDGs as high, except for Goals 6 and 7, for whiabnitoring capacity is ranked as medium.
This assessment stands in contrast with the aviitadif official statistics. Of the 45 indicators
for which national monitoring might be expectedydaArabia produces official statistics for just
21, the lowest of any in our selected group. Ofdtatistics that are produced, those for several
indicators are not up to date and/or are infredqyaneasured. Condom use (indicator 6.2), for
example, was measured just once, in 1996. The piop®f total water resources used (indicator
7.5) has been measured twice since 1990, most theden2005. Even labour productivity
(indicator 1.4), a core economic measure produgeddarly every statistics office, is measured
sporadically with large gaps in the 1990-2014 tgedes;

*  Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evaiion capacity -Medium-low (2.9/5).
6. Tunisia

» Data for 27 of 45 indicators;
e Produced MDG progress reports in 2004 and 2013;

* Most recent report makes a clear statement regatdeneed to reinforce statistical capacity and
refers to a national plan for doing so;

»  Overall rating of national MDG monitoring and evatlion capacity -Medium (3.4/5).

C. CONCLUSIONS FOR THE POSP015AGENDA BASED ONARAB EXPERIENCE
WITH MDG MONITORING

We conclude that the region has been only modgrstiecessful in its efforts to monitor and evaduat
progress on implementation of the MDGs. None ofdiwntries we reviewed produces official statistars
more than 27 of 45 of the MDG indicators for whigdtional statistics might reasonably be expectexkist.
The remaining indicators must either be compiledritgrnational agencies using non-official statistor
cannot be compiled at all.

The quality of the data underlying those indicattrat can be compiled using official statistics is
medium at best and only medium-low in some cousitéecording to our rating scale.

We cannot be sure that our selected countriekibyaepresentative. There may be countries inclvhi
official statistics are more complete. However, dpposite is more likely to be true. Our selectedntries
are well developed and have produced MDG repodssastainable development indicator sets of somte so
in the past 10 years. It is therefore reasonabkssume that they reflect the higher end of theaagpof
countries in the region. While other well develogedb countries are likely to have capacity simitathat
of our selected countries, numerous less developedtries are likely to have lower capacity.



Without significant international assistance, marng of the MDGs in the region would fall far sho
of the ideal. On average, about one-third of the®Ddicators in the region could be measured using
official statistics alone. That more than this ésgible in most Arab countries today is the residfforts by
international organizations, including ESCWA, tb fhe gaps in statistics through internationaliywfied
surveys, non-official national statistics and mdidgl

Our assessment shows that there may be a gapdmetgtial capacity to monitor the MDGs and the
views of regional officials. In self-assessmentatamed in national MDG reports by Morocco and $aud
Arabia (see above), both countries ranked themsdargely “good” on a scale of good/average/poan O
rating would place them in the “average” categdryest.

Perhaps officials in those countries were thinkingjin absolute terms, but rather in comparisaih wi
their regional peers. If so, it might be reasondteMorocco to rate itself highly, since it doemmpare well
with its peers (at least among our selected casjtriHowever, Saudi Arabia’s self-assessment remain
overstated. Its capacity to monitor the MDGs usifficial statistics is the second lowest amongdékected
countries in terms of the number of indicatorsah @wompile on its own and in our rating of its aler
capacity to report on the MDGs.

Our review of MDG monitoring in the region leadsto question its readiness to monitor and evaluate
progress on the SDGs after 2015. The United Nat@psn Working Group (the body charged with
developing the initial proposal for the SDGs) has amore than twice the
number of MDGs. If the MDG ratio of indicators toajs holds, measuring the SDGs could involve 145
indicators. Even if the final number of SDGs isueed, measurement of more than 100 indicators on an
annual basis is likely to be required. Given theg best performing countries in the Arab regiondpoe
official statistics for fewer than 30 of the MDGdigators, that would seem to present a significaatlenge.

One question we are unable to answer is the etdemhich regional capacity to monitor the MDGs
has improved since 2000 The United Nations states that availability oftistacs globally for monitoring
the MDGs has increased since their creation. kg)dor example, that “in 2012, 135 countries haiz dor
at least two points in time for 16 to 22 indicatdrscontrast, only four countries had this dataerage in
2003”* There is no reason to believe that improvementsisfsort have been absent in the Arab region.
However, it is worth asking to what extent the @ase in data availability is due to investment wyntries
themselves in their core statistical capacity nathan the efforts of the international communayfund and
implement new surveys. At least some of the ine@dasdue to the latter, as several large internatio
surveys figure prominently in the data sources egiah UNSD’s global MDG database, including the
above-mentioned surveys funded by UNICEF and USAHIs question and its implications for the creatio
of sustainable statistical capacity is exploredhferin the next chapter.

12 This point was not addressed in any of the MDGrespwe reviewed, so answering this question wialde required a
review of statistical outputs beyond the scopéisf $tudy.

13 United Nations, 2013.



[ll. MONITORING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN THE ARA B REGION -
A REVIEW OF SELECTED COUNTRIES AND
CONCLUSIONS FOR THE POST-2015 ERA

In this chapter, we review the experience of thabAregion in monitoring and evaluating sustainable
development. Our review is based on desk researdhparsonal interviews with experts knowledgeable
about the efforts — national and regional — to measustainable development in the Arab region.liBhef
experts and interview questions are in annex I.

An important goal was to determine the extent bhictv countries in the Arab region are familiar with
and making use of the indicator set associated télSDIAR. An initiative of the League of Arab &ts, it
is a pan-Arab framework dating from 2004 settingamreed-upon objectives for sustainability in tbgion.
A set of indicators for measuring progress towarstanability in the region, the ASDIF, was deve&ldp
shortly after the SDIAR. In this chapter, a dedaipof the SDIAR and ASDIF is followed by our rew of
selected Arab countries, a summary of the viewArab experts regarding the measurement of sustainab
development in the region and our conclusions diggrthe monitoring and evaluation of Arab sustbiea
development after 2015.

A. THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE IN THEARAB REGION AND THEARAB
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATOR FRAMEWORK

The SDIAR was endorsed by the Arab League Sumirits aixteenth regular session in Tunisia in
2004. It was conceived in the wake of the 2002 EE&ummit (Rio+10) in recognition of the fact that,
although the Arab region had done much to achiestamable development since the first Rio summit,
challenges remained. They included: the lack ottpeand security; weak institutions; on-going poyert
illiteracy; population growth; debt; water scar¢iliynited agricultural land; lack of research capaand an
underdeveloped civil society.

The initiative asserted the commitment of the Arauntries to implement Agenda 21 and the
development objectives included in the Millenniuradiaration and the outcome of the Rio+10 summit. It
provided a framework for the implementation of peogmes and activities using available resourceken
Arab countries, in regional and international oiigations and financial institutions, and covere@ th
following areas:

(a) Peace and security;

(b) Institutional framework for sustainable deymtwent;

(c) Poverty alleviation;

(d) Population and health;

(e) Education, awareness, scientific researcheatthology transfer;
(f) Resources management;

(g) Production and consumption;

(h) Globalization, trade and investment.

The SDIAR” was accompanied by an action plan that calledaimong other things, the creation of
indicators to track progress in the areas touclpeah by the initiative.

Beginning in 2003, UNEP led efforts to define eomimental indicators for the Arab region on water,
energy, health, agriculture, biodiversity and calastarine environments. In collaboration with theaian
Gulf University, guidelines for the development ars# of those indicators were developed.

4 The remainder of this sub-section draws heavilgruthe author’s personal communication with Dr. |A8ledel Kader,
former Regional Coordinator for Early Warning and éssment of the UNEP Regional Office for Western A2ZgaDecember 2014.



In the mid-2000s, the League of Arab States raqdethat the indicators be expanded to cover the
social and economic dimensions of sustainable dpuatnt. In collaboration with UNEP and ESCWA, the
League of Arab States organized several meetingshito end. Initially, participants identified 250
sustainable development indicators based on thase the CSD. In 2007, a core list of 84 indicators,
organized into 14 themes and 43 sub-themes, wasedgupon at a meeting in Kuwait. That list
(see annex IlI) was CAMRE.

The parties to the SDIAR agreed that implementabb the indicators would be voluntary. Six
countries (Egypt, Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,i®@ynd Tunisia) volunteered to test the feasibitify
compiling them. No formal reports were preparedassult and the conclusions were, it seems, iyt fu
satisfact;)lgy'L.5 The majority of the indicators proved difficult tompile based on existing statistics in the test
countries.

Based partly on the outcome of the tests and ahduiiscussions among regional stakeholders, stgjue
were made to prepare guidance documents for theitaimn of the 84 indicators (which would remain
voluntary) and a shorter set of 44 indicators tatld be compulsory for all countries in the region
(see annex llI).

The fasthe 84 indicators were preparediimn in Arabic and
English by UNEP, ESCWA, the League of Arab Stated AGEDI, and published in 2012 (UNEP and
others, 2012a, b and c).

The set of 44 indicators, although ostensibly nadéoiy, has been implemented only in three countries
(Palestine, the Sudan and Yemen), and only parti@h the form of simple Excel spreadsheéts).
No country regularly produces data on implementatid the 44 indicators. Under CAMRE, a standing
Working Group on Environment and Sustainable Dgualent Indicators is responsible for overseeing the
mandatory implementation of the ASDIF.

At a meeting in October 2014, the Working Groupt riedong with its sister group on regional
networking® and decided that, given the low uptake of the&d# indicators, it would not meet again until
at least half of the countries in the region hadt rieir obligation to compile and report the
44 indicators.

The meeting was useful, however, in highlighting thallenges, constraints and opportunities faced
by Arab countries in their efforts to compile sussble development indicators. Common challenges
mentioned included:

(a) Channels of communication with relevant agesi@re often restricted due to time-consuming
bureaucratic procedures, geography (reaching diptaminces) and poor coordination;

(b) Data are incomplete, fragmented, inconsistdifftcult to access and poorly formatted;

(c) Agencies sometimes refuse to release thedy, dding privacy concerns;

15 \We are aware of PowerPoint presentations that premgared showing the results of some or all o§ghests around 2008
or 2009 but were unable to locate the related.filé&sis, we can say little about the outcome oftéisés other than that they appeared
not to be positive. We also understand that Qatdr@man prepared reports around the same timeabain, we were unable to
obtain copies and cannot comment on the succes®effaets.

18 This outcome is consistent with what we foundun @view of the regional capacity to monitor th®® indicators.
17 We have not succeeded in obtaining copies of tsesmdsheets.

18 These groups are sub-groups of the broader AraloRagNorking Group on Environmental Data.
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(d) Expertise in data analysis, indicator develeptrand reporting is lacking;
(e) Peace and security issues limit access toilat@me countries and regions;
(f) The indicators are not always clear and araetomes contradictory;

(g) Financial resources are inadequate;

(h) Decision-makers are not always aware of tdeators or their importance;
(i) There is no legislative framework for the iogiors.

Recommendations to address the above includeditgpailding; sharing of experience through the
League of Arab States and other regional orgawizatiincreasing financial resources and raising emess
among data-providers and decision-makers.

B. OVERVIEW OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT MONITORING AND
EVALUATION IN SELECTED ARAB COUNTRIES

In this chapter, we summarize the state of sustdééndevelopment monitoring and evaluation in our
selected countrieS. The material is drawn largely from our desk reseasut also from interviews with
regional sustainable development expétts.

1. Iraq

Overview: In 2004, the Iragi Central Statistics Organizat{€SO) formed an environment statistics
directorate to meet a need for better environmestatistics. Its work was guided by a national
environmental statistics committee made up of mg&tives from relevant ministries (environment,
industry, health, oil, municipalities and public rks, agriculture, water resources) and the Baghdad
mayor’s office.

Since 2010, the CSO has published an annual emeént and sustainable development indicators
report. The reports for 2011, 2012 and 2013zare in English on the CSO’s website. The latest report
contains 69 indicators organized under the headgsverty, health, education, demography, peack a
security, atmosphere, agriculture and lands, cbasthmarine, water, biodiversity, economic devaiept,
global partnership and sustainable production am$wmption. Of the 69 indicators in the latest remata
are available to compile the majority. Only fourultb not be compiled at all due to data gaps and an
additional two could only be partially compiled.l Ahdicators that could not be compiled were relate
environmental themes. The data used to compilinthieators come from a combination of official &tts
collected as part of the CSO'’s core statisticammme and surveys funded by international orgéinizs

Relation to the ASDIF. The Iragi sustainable development indicator see(annex V) is derived
directly from the long version of the ASDIF. In tB811 edition of the Iraqi report (and presumahb 2010
edition as well, which is not available on the CS@ebsite), there is almost complete overlap batvwee
Iraqi indicators and the ASDIF. The overlap was lesmplete by the time the 2013 report was puldishe
several of the indicators had been deleted. Nareisgiven for this, but it appears to have bees t lack

19 Although we are aware that Egypt has producedasatile development indicators (Bahgat, personalnuamication,
25 November 2014), we were unable to obtain doctatien describing the indicators. For this reasomdescription of Egypt’s
indicators is provided in this chapter.

20\We were unable to interview experts from Iraq, Mmo or Tunisia. However, a number of the expettisrviewed in the
other selected countries were able to provide lisefutext for the whole region.
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of data for some of the indicators and lack of valee to the Iraqi situation for others (e.g., cadiors
related to coastal zones).

2. Jordan

Overview: Jordan does not have a stand-alone sustainabkdogenent indicator set. Rather, its
monitoring of sustainability is incorporated inteetNational Agenda — the national development fdan
2007-2017 launched by the Government in 2005. TagoNal Agenda is intended as a strategy for social
political and economic transformation to achievetamable development through economic growth and
social inclusion. Developed by a steering committeenprising representatives from the Government,
parliament, civil society, private sector, mediadapolitical parties, it takes a holistic approaah t
development, recognising that social, economic poldical development can only advance in tandem. |
emphasis on targets with deadlines, performancécdtats and built-in monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms distinguishes it from previous Jordadiewelopment programmes. Initiatives are focused on
three key areas: governance and policies, bashtsrignd freedoms, and services, infrastructure and
economic sectors.

A set of 112 indicators was selected as the b#mismonitoring and evaluating progress in
implementing the National Agenda. For each indicaadaseline value (2004) was noted and targetesal
to be achieved by 2012 and 2017 were established.

Monitoring of the indicators is done by each ral@vGovernment agency and ministry rather than
through a single, comprehensive report. No Englaiguage versions of the monitoring reports are
available, so it is not possible to comment her¢hencapacity of the Government to compile and ntefhe
indicators. The individual monitoring reports sutiegd by each ministry or public entity are compikaad
assessed by a special unit in the Ministry of Alagthrough a unified spreadsheet.

As is common where multi-stakeholder groups argleyed to choose sustainable development
indicators, the initial set of indicators was quibmg (as, for that matter, is the final set). Magrpups
wanted their indicators included. Some were subjeend others focused on projects that were plhtwie
never executed; they were eventually dropped. Tineber of indicators has thus decreased in updatieet
Agenda, which are conducted every four years.

In general, compilation of the indicators has prowdifficult because of data gaps and relativelyrsh
times series for some variables. The environmemdicators have proven particularly difficult. The
Ministry of the Environment is responsible for masfyJordan’s environmental statistics but doesahetiys
release all the data it collects; for example, naata on air pollution are collected than are eeda The
national statistics office also collects environtaérdata. These are generally easier to accessdiut
comprehensive (Wardam, personal communication,cedber 2014).

Relation to ASDIF: Overlap between the indicators in Jordan’s Naidkgenda (see annex V) and
the ASDIF is limited and probably coincidental. Téas no indication that Jordan took the ASDIF into
consideration, although some consideration wasngivaligning the indicators with the MDGs.

3. Morocco

Overview: Morocco designed its first strategy on environtremd sustainable development in 1995.
That was followed by a National Environmental AatiBlan in 2002. At the same time, the Government
studied the CSD indicator set and concluded thasfainable development indicators were relevant t
Morocco. A Committee on Sustainable Developmenicktdrs was put in place to aid in the selection.
A first indicators report was released in 2003 atiters followed in 2006 and 2011. The indicators ar
grouped according to the Driving Force-PressuréeStapact-Response framework made popular by the
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European Environment AgenéyAll three Moroccan SD indicator reports have pnése the same suite of
65 indicators.

Relation to Arab SDI Framework: Overlap between the Moroccan indicator set (seea VI) and
the ASDIF is limited and probably coincidental. Ténés no indication that Morocco took the ASDIFaint
consideration when developing its sustainable adgwaént indicators.

4. Saudi Arabia

Overview:?* The Presidency of Meteorology and Environment (PMESaudi Arabia recently began
publishing a sustainable development indicator negiche initial report, for 2003-2007, was released
2011. No date has been set for the release of élke ane, which is in preparation. The first repigrt
currently available only in paper format.

Preparation of the first report met with a numbérobstacles. Accessing the necessary data was
particularly problematic. Agencies responsible flata did not always have them available in readily
accessible form. Obtaining approval to accesswagtime-consuming and difficult.

The PME has found that it must go through the sf@aimrious) process of accessing data again to
prepare the second report. This is partly becatishanges in personnel in the agencies that hadi#ta.
New staff are unaware of the sustainable developmelicators and must be convinced all over again t
share data. As a result, it is difficult to predidien the second report will appear.

The quality of available data also poses problehse series are short and full of gaps for many
variables and data are inaccurate.

Although awareness of the need to report on wtée development is increasing, thanks in part to
the efforts of regional organizations to promotembre needs to be done. Saudi sustainable develdpm
experts indicate that the situation in Saudi Ardbigimilar to that of other Arab countries witlgaed to
preparing indicator reports.

Relation to Arab SDI Framework: The Saudi Arabian sustainable development indicaet
(see annex VII) is derived from the ASDIF, but ddesably condensed. The Saudi set contains 49
indicators, compared to the 84 in the long versibthe ASDIF. Although the Saudi set is similafdémgth
to the short, “compulsory” 44-indicator versiontbé ASDIF, it differs from it significantly in coant. It is
unclear why the PME did not simply adopt the “cotspty” 44-indicator set. In condensing the ASDIke t
PME removed the themes related to peace and seamdt sustainable production and consumption. For
other themes, specific indicators were deleted. thieene for which the greatest number of indicateas
deleted is biodiversity, perhaps reflecting thatieé scarcity of environmental data in the country

5. Tunisia

Overview: Tunisia tested the CSD and Mediterranean Comarissin Sustainable Development
indicator sets in the late 1990s. Those testsdeld country’s first sustainable development iathc report
in 2003, in which 36 indicators grouped into ecormraocial and environmental categories were regort
The next report was not released until 2014. It hased on an indicator set that differed considefabm
the 2003 set in size, content and organizatiorh %t indicators organized under 9 “challenges” iified in

2! Available from_ http://ia2dec.pbe.eea.europa.euttedge base/Frameworks/doc101182

22 The material in this sub-section draws heavilytiom author’s personal communication with Dr. Waldechah, former
Deputy General Director of Sustainable Social Depelent, Presidency of Meteorology and EnvironmehtEgypt, on 23
December 2014.
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the 2011 national sustainable development stratBggction générale de développement durable, 2011)
There is little overlap between the 2003 and 2@dicator sets.

Relation to the SDIAR and ASDIF Overlap between the 2014 indicator set (see akihigxand the
ASDIF is limited and probably coincidental. Thewe o indication that Tunisia took the ASDIF into
consideration in the development of its indicators.

C. THE EXPERIENCE OFARAB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EXPERTS

The previous chapter outlined what was learnedhamily from our desk review of sustainable
development indicator reporting in the region. He® summarize comments received during interviews
conducted for this report with Arab expeftsVe have grouped the comments in a set of frequesturrent
themes: institutional issues; concerns regarding; dhe role of international organizations; resmg and
the post-2015 agenda. Concerns regarding thoseethesere raised often enough in the interviews $otou
identify them as key problem areas.

1. Ingtitutional issues

A common concern voiced by interviewees was thatgsses for compiling and reporting sustainable
development indicators in Arab countries were niyfintegrated into national and regional insiibugl
structures. For example, each time a new indicajaort is compiled, project teams must be createsvan
the agency responsible for the report and in thencigs providing data. This limits opportunities fo
capacity-building and “learning-by-doing” and inases the burden of reporting. One interviewee noted
“We worked for seven years and ended up with 25cpat of the data.” Partly to blame for this is time
lag between reports in many countries; it is nearlgossible to keep teams in place if reports aepgred
only a few times a decade. Exceptions were note@ravhindicators were collected systematically.
Information systems exist in some countries toestonanage, analyze and report environmental data.
AGEDI, in partnership with UNEP, is trying to fithe gap with its Jtwhich
focuses on data capture and transformation inticanals.

Another concern was that the quality of reportiegpended greatly on finding the right people fer th
task, but that professional capacity for measusuastainable development was limited in most miigistr
The best professionals often left the region tokwedsewhere.

National statistics offices were viewed as usefolirces of data, but not as lead players in the
compilation and reporting of sustainable developniedicators. Interviewees often mentioned planning
environmental ministries as appropriate for thég.ro

Several interviewees lamented that sustainable lof@vent reporting in the Arab region was largely
perceived as an initiative of environment minigr{even when that was not fully the case). Sineg tre
traditionally weak ministries, it was common fohet, more powerful ministries to pay little attemtito
sustainable development. For it to be taken morewsdy, sustainable development reporting needeuokt
housed closer to the centre of Government, suah @anning ministries or cabinet offices.

Many interviewees noted the League of Arab Stases key regional player in monitoring sustainable
development. However, the League was short ofékeurces needed to deliver on its commitmentsen th
area. It was an effective convener and consensidgebiut lacked the resources to ensure that thae
follow-through on its declarations. Although thelB8R had the “highest level” of political backingoim the
League, it had had little impact on monitoring agtinability. Only two countries in the regionagrand

2 Comments are not attributed to the individual viewees.
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Saudi Arabia) have adopted the SDIAR indicatorsh@sbasis for monitoring and evaluating sustainable
development.

2. Issuesrelated to data

Interviewees noted many concerns regarding tha dguired to compile sustainable development
indicators.

Missing data Some data are simply not available from any smuEnvironmental data suffer the
most from this problerfi Economic and social data are relatively more abésl although they, too, are
incomplete in many cases.

Gaps in time series Some data are available but only for a limitedchbar of points in time. In many
cases, the data are available for seemingly ranmmnis in time rather than with a regular periogicData
that are randomly, as well as infrequently, avadaiye the least valuable of all for sustainableetment
reporting purposes, since they lend themselvedyptwassessing trends over time.

Sub-national data Data below the national level were much lesslalilg and of lower quality than
national data. Sub-national data, when availabienodid not meet the criteria to be consideredciaiif
statistics and, therefore, were of limited usedmpiling indicators for official release.

Changes in concepts, definitions and method®ata were in some cases subject to breaks in time
series because of changes in underlying concegfigjttbns or methods. That rendered the data lss$ul
for identifying trends in sustainability, as it che difficult to separate changes due to statisadfacts
from those due to changes in the prevailing soe@nomic or environmental conditions of the countr

Accessibility: Not all data collected were routinely made avadédain some countries. Government
agencies might, for a variety of reasons (includsigiply reluctance to share information), withhold
information from citizens and even from other Gawaent agencies. Forcing potential users to paydita
was another impediment to access and perhapsed\efilort at keeping data secret. Strengthened taws
access to information were a possible solution.

Capacity: Capacity to collect basic economic, social andirenmental data was limited in some
countries. Problems included: insufficient fundstaek of professional knowledge and skills relevamt
monitoring sustainable development; insufficiemdito devote to the work; weak institutional supom
poor national and regional coordination.

3. Roleof international organizations

Some of those interviewed viewed the role of imtional organizations as providing the required
“pressure” to force Arab governments to take actinrsustainable development monitoring and evalnati
Without pressure from, for example, the United blasi some countries were unlikely to do anything.
Others felt that it was easy to ignore internati@gencies because penalties did not result fralimdato
living up to international commitments.

International organizations should help to faai#t south-south cooperation by, for example, ingiti
Arab countries to participate in conferences andemtawareness-building activities on sustainable
development. A key to progress was to make seniab Alecision-makers aware of the importance of
measuring sustainable development. Capacity-bugjjdinowledge transfer and the sharing of best jpexct
and success stories were also important.

24 This is not a uniquely Arab problem. The world Qwenvironmental issues are the statistical “panrsins” of economic
and social issues.
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It was noted that periodic indicator reports bteinational organizations mandated to monitor and
evaluate progress toward sustainable developmerg wensidered the most reliable source of data in
the region.

4. Resourcing

Sustainable development indicator (SDI) reportsktap to two years to prepare, making project
management a challenge. Staff turnover, for ingtamas likely during such long periods. Maintaining
project momentum and the interest of stakeholdersldc be challenging. Long report development
timeframes were to be expected given the long bt$tsdicators. Innovative use of new informatiomda
communication technologies (ICT) was a key to efficy.

5. The post-2015 agenda

Interviewees expressed varying opinions aboutSD&s. There was a general sense that the SDGs
represented an opportunity to move forward on dgraknt. Given the fragility of the region, sustdiifity
was widely held to be crucial. Whether the SDGsnigmlves were needed to move forward on sustaihabili
was less clear. Unless Governments in the regiantsam as relevant to the issues they faced — asch
political unrest and conflict — they might havdlditimpact. Some interviewees felt that improvingsgng
sustainable development reporting efforts mighjuilseas effective.

To be successful, the SDGs needed to be adaptatiie capacities, levels of development and rates
of progress of different countries. Experience stmwhat “one-size-fits-all” would not work. Some
interviewees were encouraged that the list of S[pBxposed by the Open Working Group was not
significantly different from the goals proposed the (ESCWA,
2014). However, most were concerned by the lenfjtheolist (17 SDGs versus 8 MDGs) and the lack of
framework supporting the indicators, which weresidered to be “all over the map”. It was thus sstee
that a core list of SDGs for the Arab region wolbddneeded.

Opinions varied on which institutions should monithe SDGs. Some argued that national statistics
offices should take on the task but most felt thay had insufficient capacity. Planning ministnesre seen
as the most logical candidates for SDG monitorintprviewees agreed that policy-related analysisesfds
in the indicators should be conducted outside sdiedi offices. ESCWA must play an important role in
overall monitoring, as it had done for the MDGseTleague of Arab States was also felt to be anitapb
player. Any reporting activities for the SDGs wolilave build on structures put in place for the MCx&d
on national sustainable development reports.

D. CONCLUSIONS FOR THE POSPO15ERA

Effective monitoring of the SDGs will require ratally generated data (as opposed to that produced
by international organizations) for most of the igadors. This will be a challenge. Most Arab States
currently produce data for fewer than half of th®®k, so it is unrealistic to expect the Arab rediorbe
ready to compile the SDGs. Unless even more assistflows from the international community thais ha
been provided for the MDGs, the region will faceficulties meeting monitoring and evaluation
expectations after 2015.

International assistance can help fill data gagbké short term but will not necessarily createltng-
term statistical capacity needed for countries tecodme self-sufficient in measuring sustainable
development. Assistance should be designed to enkat it results in real, sustainable capacityeling.
Regional cooperation may be a more effective wagrafuring this, as it builds capacity entirely with
Arab countries.
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Based on our research, the six countries revidaethis study and Qat&rare the only ones in the
Arab region to have prepared formal SDI rep&tfShus, only about one third of Arab countries measu
sustainable development. This finding is similathat contained in the receft
(United Nations, 2014b), which noted that onlyethof 18 North African and Western
Asian States had formally submitted sustainableld@ment reports to CSB The level of preparedness for
the post-2015 agenda in the region is clearly loerall.

The considerable difference between the numbsusifainable development and MDG reports in the
region is noteworthy. Nearly every country in tiegion has prepared one or more MDG reports sin68.20
Clearly, with the support of the international commity, the region is capable of investing consitera
effort in monitoring and evaluating developmenues However, when left to its own devices — athen
case of sustainable development reporting — thiemeglimited capacity results in only a modestamme.
The low rate of sustainable development reportmghie region can probably be partly explained by th
difficulties countries face in compiling reportsich as gaps in data, difficulty in accessing dathalack of
institutional supporf®

A feature of the region is the heterogeneity pioréng approaches. Each of the reports reviewed us
a unique set of indicators to measure sustaimgbdifectively eliminating the possibility for corapson of
performance from country to country. There is, ofirse, some overlap in indicators used across gesnt
and even more in terms of the themes covered irgperts. Yet very few indicators are measured with
sufficient consistency from one country to the rtexpermit comparisons. The same problem existsinvét
least one country as well; Tunisia’s indicator seanged substantially from its first report to second.
Again, this all but eliminates meaningful analysigrogress on Tunisia’s sustainability over time.

It is worth comparing the heterogeneity of susthla development reportifigwith the homogeneity
that is the hallmark of macroeconomic statisticBPGand the related suite of national accounts agges
are measured with a high degree of consistencydagtvand within countries. The analytical valuehsf t
resulting time series cannot be overstated andésad the reasons why macroeconomic indicatorsdwiel
greater influence over decision-making than suatdendevelopment indicators.

The ASDIF has had only a modest impact. Of thessbected countries, only two made use of the
ASDIF in defining their indicator sets and only ofiaqg) made use of it in a substantially complieten.
Few experts mentioned the ASDIF without promptisgggesting that it is not uppermost in their minds
when they consider measurement of sustainable @@weint. This is so despite efforts of ESCWA, UNEP-
ROWA and the League of Arab States to promote 8Bk, including the preparation of

on ASDIF indicators (UNEP and others, 2012a, 20488 2012c), the

25 Qatar, which was not one of our selected counthas produced two versions ofia
eMhe reports are part of Qatar’s national vision 2030. The indicators in the reports are not
aligned with the ASDIF.

%1t may be that some countries have produced reftbat are either not available on the Internefandot available in
English. Since our research was based largely eiEttglish language content of the Internet, angpntsmot on the Internet or on
the Internet but in Arabic might have escaped ti@ntion. We believe the number of such reportikédy to be small.

" This puts the Arab region in the same categorynast of the developing world, except for Latin Ainarand Eastern
Asia, which had higher rates of reporting to CSDu§hwhile rates of sustainable development indicagporting are not
particularly high in the region, they are not faorh what might be expected based on the performaingeer countries.

2 The modest degree of sustainable development meaent in the region may reflect a lack of inteieghe issue and not
just limited capacity. However, the number of demfi@ns regarding sustainable development madééy eague of Arab States
and others in the region suggests that the issizdés seriously, at least in some circles. Howesestainable development is seen
in the region as largely an environmental initiatiwhich may partly explain the lack of attenti@idoto it by some Governments.

2 The Arab region is not unique and, overall, thelsvis far from settling on a single, global setsoftainability indicators,
in spite of efforts over the past 20 years by CS® athers to articulate a common set of indicatbhe SDGs may move the world
toward consistent reporting, at least with respethe specific goals agreed upon by the UnitedoNat
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creation of a 5 numerous meetings and
declarations on the topic since the mid-2000s &edpteparation of a short version (44 indicatofsihe
ASDIF to simplify its implementation.

One probable factor in the failure of the ASDIFgin more traction is that indicators were sonmgghi
of an afterthought when the SDIAR was launched hie early 2000s. The ASDIF was developed
subsequently and was never adopted as the officialator set for monitoring progress on SDIAR.dtatus
in the region is, therefore, diminished.

The ASDIF, like many other sustainable developmigrticator sets, lacks a clear conceptual
underpinning. Its wide range of indicators shattéelin common except that they all address isselesed to
the “three pillars” of sustainable development:remay, environment and society. Countries may tlnc f
no compelling reason to favour the ASDIF over tlogin indicator sets.
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IV. THE DATA REVOLUTION — INFORMATION IN THE POST- 2015
ERA AND CONCLUSIONS FOR THE ARAB REGION

In its 2013 report on the post-2015 agenda foiSeretary-General, the High-level Panel of Eminent
Persons called for the “data revolution” to be faged to promote sustainable development. As thelpa
noted, “too often, development efforts have beengeed by a lack of the most basic data aboutdbials
and economic circumstances in which people li&ronger monitoring and evaluation at all levelsd &
all processes of development (from planning to anm@ntation) will help guide decision making, update
priorities and ensure accountability.”

The Secretary-General subsequently appointeddapéndent expert advisory group (IEAG) to look
at challenges and opportunities associated witld#te revolution in more detail. In its report ab\ember
2014, the group noted that efforts to monitor thB®4 had “spurred increased investment to improva da
for monitoring and accountability. As a result, ds known now about the state of the world and,
particularly, the poorest people in it. But desghes significant progress, huge data and knowlegies
remain about some of the biggest challenges we famkmany people and groups still go uncountetle T
group argued that the capacity of many Governmemtgjtutions and individuals must be boosted
significantly in order to deliver and use improwata for sustainable development decision-making.

The IEAG observed that the challenge is not tatera data revolution but to harness the revolution
progress with a view to improving decision-makirgzcountability and problem-solving related to
sustainable development. The group noted:

* The need to integrate new data with traditionabdatproduce high-quality information that is
more detailed, timely and relevant for fostering amonitoring sustainable development;

* The need for much greater data transparency aredtoaavoid the creation of a new form of
inequality: inequality in production, access to arsg of data that splits the world between those
who know, and those who do not;

* That the public sector is not keeping up with coms, which are increasingly able to collect,
analyze and respond to real-time data as quickiyiagienerated; richer countries are benefitting
more from these possibilities than poorer countihes lack the resources for investment, training
and experimentation.

The IEAG called on the United Nations to close kmps in access to and use of data between
developed and developing countries, between infdomaich and information-poor people, and between
the private and public sectors, noting that Govermis were responsible for putting in place the sy
rules and systems. As the group noted, there isenough high-quality data to measure sustainable
development. Too many countries still produce inage data that arrives late and leaves too mauess
untreated; indigenous populations and slum-dwelfereexample, are regularly left out of data sBXata are
often insufficiently disaggregated geographicallgmographically and by sector, making it hard togare
progress across communities or countries. Not émattgntion is paid to women'’s activities and pties in
the statistical record. Data on many environmer¢alies are especially sparse. The IEAG pointed
specifically to the lack of data on chemical pahis and flows of reactive nitrogen.

The group pointed out that much existing datatleee unused or not usable. To be useful, data must
be relevant, accurate, timely, accessible, comjmrabd produced free of political interfereriteften
Governments or companies fearing an excess ofpaaescy place legal or technical barriers on dada t
prevent or limit their use.

%0 The inclusion of freedom from political influentethe IEAG list reflects the difference betweeatistical production in
Canada — where freedom from political influence eerstone of the statistical system — and is¢hwarts of the world where
such freedom cannot be taken for granted.
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To address such problems, the IEAG spelled ougianvfor the future:

* By 2020, Governments empower their public institasi, including independent statistics offices,
to make the necessary changes to respond to ther@ailution. They put in place regulatory
frameworks that, while ensuring privacy and datatgution, promote the fullest release of data
possible and create capacity for continuous dataviation;

 Governments, international and regional instituigi@md donors provide resources to countries
and regions where statistical or technical capatstyweak and develop infrastructure and
standards to improve data quality and usability;

* International and regional organizations work vather stakeholders to set and enforce common
standards for data collection;

e  Statistics offices are empowered and equipped Heatp process, disseminate and use high-
quality, open, disaggregated and geo-coded datky Wil produce their own data and manage
and curate data created by other organizations;

» All public, private and civil society data produseshare data and methods;

* Governments, civil society, academics and the pthil@pic sector work together to raise
awareness and promote the use of data;

» The private sector reports using common globaldstads for integrating data on its economic,
environmental and human-rights activities and intgjac

e Civil society organizations and individuals use adab hold Governments and companies
accountable;

* The media report fairly on statistical and scientdvidence available on relevant dimensions of
sustainable development;

 Academics and scientists carry out analyses basediaba coming from multiple sources,
providing long-term perspectives.

The group recommended action to mobilize the datalution for sustainable development in
four areas.

Principles and standards The United Nations should develop a comprehemgiokal consensus on
data, agreeing on and promoting adoption of spegifinciples related to the data revolution and
accelerating the development and adoption of legahnical, geospatial and statistical standards.

Technology, innovation and analysisThe United Nations should foster a network obdahovation
networks and leverage emerging data sources foitonimy SDGs through an “SDG data lab” that will
mobilize key public, private and civil society dapmoviders, academics and stakeholders to identify
available and missing data and indicators, as waellopportunities for benefitting from new methods,
analytical tools and technologies.

Capacity and resources Strengthening national capacities in all areemnfdata production to use,
will be the essential test of any data revolutiespecially in developing countries. For this, a rfemding
stream is needed to address investment needs, enimady, engage the private sector, assess capaeitis
and increase global data literacy.

Leadership and governanceA global partnership for sustainable developnuatia should be set up,

beginning with the establishment of a biennial Wddrum on sustainable development data, and agsdci
regional and country level events and ongoing eagemts.
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JOINING THE DATA REVOLUTION — CONCLUSIONS FOR THEARAB REGION

The international focus on data that will resudtnfrthe call by the United Nations to capitalizetba data
revolution will create opportunities for the Arabgron and highlight challenges before it in ternfs o
monitoring and evaluation of sustainable develogmen

1. Opportunities

Joining the data revolution will above all allohetregion to capitalize on international assistance
Unlike with the MDGs, the international communitgshdecided that the SDGs will be unsuccessful snles
the statistical issues preventing effective momtprand evaluation are addressed from the outdes T
decision, if pursued seriously, will unleash a &of well coordinated, strategic and appropriafglgnced
efforts to improve statistics. Countries and regitimat choose to engage willingly and fully in fhrecess
are liable to benefit substantially from it.

Among the specific opportunities for the regioa tre following.

(a) A review of statistical capacity to pinpointhat is preventing the region from effectively
monitoring and evaluating sustainable developmenddc be funded as part of the data revolution and
followed by a statistical action plan to identifgcaprioritize the investments needed to improventioes’
internal capacity to report on the SDGs. The kdg isuild national capacity;

(b) Statistics are most useful when compiled usiogcepts, methods and definitions that are
common from country to country. The global dataotetion should offer many opportunities for the Bra
region to share concepts, methods and definitidatts eountries and organizations from other regidrse
issue of data standards is likely to receive caraiole — and due — attention in the post-2015 agend

(c) The Arab region is already a leader in sonpeets of the data revolution. In particular, AGEDI
is a world-class effort devoted to improving dada énvironmental monitoring and using, among others
remote sensing techniques. The data revolutiomsoffe opportunity to build upon the success of AGED
boosting the region’s capacity to collect, analgmd apply remotely sensed data in decision-making;

(d) Overall, the Arab region may be less advarioethe use of new data technologies than other
regions. This point deserves attention. A reviewthdf region’s capacity to make use of data revatuti
technologies would reveal where it sits in relatiorother regions and, therefore, where it can rbesgfit
from the post-2015 agenda,;

(e) A number of countries in the Arab region hawgfficient financial resources to act as
development funders for less well-off States. WealtStates could focus some of their foreign #esie,
within or outside the region, on the improvementstdtistics for monitoring and evaluating sustalieab
development.

2. Challenges

Most, if not all, of the shortcomings identifiegt the IEAG with regard to monitoring and evaluation
of development can be found in the statistics aibAcountries. Not all problems exist in all cowrdrand
some clearly do better than others in compiling eapbrting statistics. Because the Arab region abale
reflects many of the problems identified by the (EAt is both a good candidate to benefit from daga
revolution and at a weak starting point for doing Is other words, for the region to benefit frame global
data revolution, it urgently needs its own dataohetion. Among the more difficult challenges of thierrent
regional statistical landscape to overcome incthégollowing.
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(a) The IEAG has called strongly for openness @adsparency in data collection and reporting.
While the degree of transparency varies from orebArountry to the next, as a rule it is given lassrity
than would ideally be the case. Changing this istkethe region’s chances of success in implemgraimd
benefitting from the post-2015 agenda, but verfialift in the face of cultural and institutionalrées that
are not always oriented toward transparency;

(b) Monitoring and evaluating the SDGs may reqair@oubling — or more — of the reporting burden
vis a vis the MDGs, a burden the region has hdficdify bearing. The sheer scale of the data reimiu
may overwhelm certain countries. To avoid paralytsie region will have to establish realistic pities for
what can and cannot be achieved,;

(c) The Arab region faces many development chgéenand, given the need to address more
pressing matters such as security, poverty andatidn¢ Governments may be unwilling to devote reses
to improving statistics. Many countries may needotuk beyond their borders to fund statistical cdya
building. The data revolution promises to be a sewf new funds for this. Managed well, those fucas
be used to build real national statistical capaditgnaged poorly, however, the result may be tkatan of
national capacity that is sustained only so lonfuads flow in from outside.
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V. RECOMMENDATIONS - IMPROVING ARAB SUSTAINABLE DE VELOPMENT
MONITORING AND EVALUATION IN THE POST-2015 ERA

We begin with some general recommendations anmdftieis on more specific issues. Because some
readers may focus on this chapter of the reporttepeat some of the conclusions from earlier chapte
provide the necessary context.

A. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The Arab countries and region as a whole are.eat, only partially prepared for monitoring and
evaluation in the post-2015 era. Challenges relédedata quality, accessibility and availabilitymited
human and financial capacity and the failure of thgion to adopt a shared approach to measuring
sustainable development are hurdles to be overcome.

1. Improved governance for sustainable devel opment

One relative strength of the region is governammditical and administrative bodies offer effeetiv
mechanisms for coordinating sustainable developneffdrts, including monitoring and evaluation.
CAMRE provides an active political forum for dissirgy sustainable development. Two bodies support
CAMRE: the Joint Committee for Environment and Depenent in the Arab Region (JCEDAR) and the
Regional Joint Secretariat. However, although éffecat convening organizations and experts toudisc
sustainable development, they lack the financial &gal means to monitor compliance by national
authorities with commitments agreed upon. Moreogeneral reports have called for governance to be
strengthened. The Third Implementation Report @& 8ustainable Development Initiative in the Arab
Region (Gelil, 2011), for example, argued for “sgthening the legal framework, nurturing democracy,
accountability and transparency [and ensuring]otiffe participation of civil society ... in the [sagtable
development] decision-making process”. Creationanf Arab council for sustainable development was
suggested as one mechanism for doing so. The rafsmtnoted that “countries need to establish & hig
council of sustainable development or equivaletityeto lead development and oversee implementatfon
national sustainable development strategies”.

Similarly, it was argued in the proposal for a néwab Strategic Framework for Sustainable
Development (ESCWA and others, 2014) that “the aegshould consider elevating the overall
responsibility for sustainable development ageretang, policymaking and monitoring of progresstiie
highest political level within the [League of AraBtates]’. However, “the success of any regional
institutional mechanism should be accompanied ppmmitment of Arab countries to allocate overall
responsibility for sustainable development to cépahtional institutions”.

Recommendation 1 Building upon the structures in place, measstesuld be taken to strengthen
governance for sustainable development in the Awdion. Recent recommendations for improving
governance (Gelil, 2011 and ESCWA and others, 2G&hbuld be used as starting points. National
sustainable development governance approaches iregfion should be reviewed to identify best pcadti
International best practices should also be takEndonsideration. Strengthening should focus oremsing
Arab regional and national capacity for sustainaeeelopment monitoring and evaluation.

2. A new framework for sustainable development indicators

The ASDIF has failed to generate a substantiédviohg in the Arab region. Only two countries (Iraq
and Saudi Arabia) use the framework for measuringtasnable development and neither uses it in its
complete form. Sustainable development expertsenrégion do not show great interest in the franmkwo
The Arab Strategic Framework for Sustainable Dgwalent (ASFSD), proposed in 2014 (ESCWA, League
of Arab States and UNEP) is intended to guide dgion into the post-2015 era. Unlike the SDIAR, the
ASFSD includes a formal set of indicators for monitg and evaluating progress against its objestive
(see annex IX). While an important improvement &isis SDIAR, the proposed ASFSD indicators are
clearly at an early stage of development. Sevefdhem are too ill-defined to be measurable and the
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proposed list remains long (at least 83 indicatdgsyen that no country in the region has compa#dB4
ASDIF indicators, a more attractive proposal wdudde included a significantly shortened set ofdatbrs.

Recommendation 2 The development of a new set of sustainableldpreent indicators should be
pursued. The proposed ASFSD set is a start bubtmp The region should aim for a set with feweartt80
indicators and which is within the capacity of mésab States to compile. A list with fewer, morderant
indicators would not only be quicker and less gostlcompile but easier for decision-makers to &&= our
next recommendation for suggestions on how thiditrbg accomplished.

Another factor limiting uptake of the ASDIF may viea been that it, like many sustainable
development indicator sets, lacks a clear concéphgerpinning. The same concern applies to thpqsed
ASFSD indicator set. Given this, countries may héaend no compelling reason to adopt the ASDIF as
opposed to their own indicators, which they mayehtalt were more closely related to their own pties
and as equally well founded as the ASDIF. Counteaad international organizations began compiling
sustainable development indicator sets in the 19®8sause sustainable development is so broadigedif
and many groups contribute to identifying indicatothe tradition of long indicators sets persigtae
proposal for 17 SDGs to replace the 8 MDGs is & @apoint. Although there is still no global consas on
a single conceptual approach to sustainable dev&op one approach has emerged as a strong fnoméiru
It is the extended concept of capital that hasitsafilllest expression in the recent Inclusive Weagports,
released by UNEP and the International Human RessurDimensions Programme on Global
Environmental Change (IHDP) of the United Nationgugrsity (UNU) in 2012 and 2014. Briefly, the idea
of inclusive wealth is that the sustainability aveélopment depends on the current generation gassito
the future a portfolio of economic, natural, hunzema social capital assets that is at least as [a@geapita
as it inherited. If this condition does not holévdlopment (defined as increased human well-beiaghot
be sustained.

The extended wealth concept underpinning the snatuWealth reports can also be found at the heart
of other important attempts at the rigorous debnitand measurement of sustainable developmenty The
include on measuring sustainable development release®08 and 2014 by the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the influginReport by the Commission on the Measurement of
Economic Performance and Social Progress (Stigihitz others, 2009), and various on the “wealth of
nations” produced by the World Bank (see, for examy/orld Bank, 2011). The concept is also ceritral
other major measurement frameworks and programrhag falthough not focused on sustainable
development, are nevertheless relevant to it; mgtale \rthe
World Bank initiative on (see also the next
chapter) and the

Recommendation 3 The Arab region should consider basing the esviset of SDIs for the region
on the extended concept of wealth, which is gainimgeasing currency as a rigorous means of definin
sustainable development. Doing so would provideemms of deriving a shorter and more robust set of
indicators that is highly relevant to measuringtaunsbility. The 2009 ECE report on measuring soatze
development, for example, offers a set of indicateith only 28 items.

3. Improving the statistical basis for monitoring and evaluating sustainable devel opment

A number of shortcomings in Arab statistics limiedfective monitoring and evaluation of
sustainability. They include poor data quality,fidiflty in gaining access to data, missing datay lo
professional capacity and inadequate institutiaagitbn of statistical processes. The causes arplesrand
numerous, but one that is common across the regjite lack of financial and human resources. Igade
political support for statistics is also commonited. A fuller assessment of the strengths and nesdes of
statistical systems in the region than could balaoted for this study is needed.

Recommendation 4 A full assessment of Arab regional statistigatems would reveal in detail the
degree of the region’s preparedness for the pdss-2@onitoring and evaluation agenda. In the absehce
such a review, it is difficult to make strategicoenmendations for improvement of the region’s neesis.
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A proper review would cover traditional elementdtod statistical system and emerging elementseict fiat
the data revolution. It would consider the systelaigal basis, its adherence to the accepted plascgnd
guality standards of official statistics (see béloand the adequacy of its resources. Conductimyiaw in

the near future would allow the region to plan teggically for an improved response to the post-2015
monitoring and evaluation agenda.

Given the challenges in the region in terms ofigtteal quality, it is surprising that the contiion
national statistics offices can make to sustaindelelopment monitoring and evaluation is not nfatky
appreciated. Some experts interviewed for thisntdptt that those offices had no major role toypbeyond
supplying basic statistics, seeing ministries dgnping or the environment as more appropriate for
sustainable development monitoring and evaluatiOf. course, such agencies have a role to play,
particularly in setting policy frameworks. Howevdhere is a twofold risk in assigning them sole
responsibility for monitoring and evaluation proges as well.

Giving policy agencies sole responsibility for ntoring and evaluation puts them in the position of
“jludge and jury”; that is, responsible for settitige policy framework for achieving sustainabilitpda
assessing the success of that framework. The fiskiased monitoring and evaluation under such an
arrangement is patent. The second, less obviougeco with placing responsibility for monitoring can
evaluation completely outside statistical agengsethe spreading of statistical capacity and exgertoo
thinly. Compiling and reporting high-quality staits, including sustainable development indicators,
involves complex concepts, methods and processaesatke time and effort to master. Doing so is galhe
easier when those responsible work together im@lesi purpose-driven organization. When spreaduoet
many organizations, some with no direct mandatestiatistics, people have fewer chances to workttege
and support one another. They are also more likelyse divergent concepts and methods in their work
leading to less overall consistency across stegistiomains.

While there may be legitimate reasons for limitthg role of national statistic offices (for exampl
they may focus on economic and/or social data ave mothing to say about the environment), it istkvo
noting that one of the best sustainable developmemitoring and evaluation systems in the worlthat Of
Germany — includes prominent roles for the stasatiffice and the policy side of Government (see2jo

Box 2. Monitoring sustainable development in Germiay

Perhaps more than in any other country, therenisexplicit and dynamic link between the German
Government’s and the Federal Statistics office (Destatis). MafiyDestatis’
economic, social and environmental statistics asgluo monitor progress on implementation of thetegy.

The strategy was set out in 2002. Since them,a has been compiled every four years by the
Government, in order to highlight areas of thetetra needing adjustment and those requiring neisract

A set of 21 indicators is used to monitor progr@sachieving the strategy’s goals. Quantitativgyéés are
set out for most of the indicators, providing aaclbasis on which to assess progress. The Govetrdaeides on
the indicators and targets, and the statistice®ffeports on them, calculates progress and advisgSovernment
on matters of methodology. This is done every two years and Destatis is carefehture that
its reports are neutral, transparent and independen

Most of the sustainable development indicatorsdenéved from official statistics in Germany, esipdy
from Destatis’s national and environmental accaufités clearly demonstrates the importance of tatonal
statistics office to this major Government poliotiative.

In an interesting and possibly unique exampléhefitterplay between policy and statistics, a saabif each
four-year Government progress report is devotea dascussion of the indicators report prepared bgtétis. The
latest Government report notes that “the Fedemisics office makes a valuable contribution thdws for a
credible and comprehensible review of the NatioBaktainable Development Strategy”. Nevertheless, th
Government “does not embrace all of the statenissitd by the Statistics office”.
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Recommendation 5 The role of national statistics offices in measy sustainable development
should be strengthened in the Arab region. Goodhples from within the region and internationallygb
as that of Germany) should be found to illustrae benefits of involving statistics agencies tphahsure
the quality and transparency of reporting. At thens time, it must be recognized that statisticeedfcan
have no say in policy responses to trends in swatéé development indicators. This is properly aoktly
the role of policy ministries. The ideal situatin then, one in which the statistics office takes lead in
monitoring and evaluating and the remainder of Gowent takes the lead in responding to their figdin

An argument for giving statistics offices a morerpinent role in sustainable development monitoring
and evaluation is their adherence to clear priesiphnd quality standards for the collection and
dissemination of information. These principles atehdards are normally enshrined in a nationalsatat
law, making them harder to ignore than the lesdi@kprinciples and standards used by other orzgions.
This is particularly important when the data arenatter of the general public good, as is the caitle w
sustainable development indicators. For examplErding to Statistics Canada’s official qualityrfrawork
(see annex X), high quality statistics are relevaoturate, timely, accessible, understandableansistent.

A similar set of principles is found at the globdalel in the United Nation$

(see annex XIl). Sustainable development indicatorthe Arab region do not
fully comply with those frameworks. Indicators aisually not timely, often appearing several ye#ier ghe
reference year. Consistency is also a problemicpéatly within indicator sets over time. Indicateets are
often revised from one report to the next througgh deletion, addition or modification of indicato&ince
assessing trends over time is one of the key agfits of indicators, this renders sustainable ldgweent
indicator reports less useful to decision-makeas tfney might otherwise be.

Recommendation 6 Sustainable development indicator sets in trebAegion should be modified as
little as possible from one report to the nextrsat tong-time series may be compiled for analytmaposes.
Sustainable development indicator sets need tetableshed from the outset on the basis of weitadted
and scientifically founded concepts, definitionsd amethods (see also Recommendation 3), thereby
obviating the need to modify the sets significamsihpn after their creation. Although politicallyglemate,
the use of multi-stakeholder committees to estalfibl sets does not always result in indicator$ #na
firmly grounded in science. This, combined with thaltiplicity of stakeholders with varying opinignsan
increase the pressure to change indicators soenthély have been establistiéd.

The principle that statistics be “made availabfean impartial basis” to the public is not always
observed in the Arab region. Data collected by Gawvents are commonly not made available to theipubl
and are even kept from members of Governments. dihadusly limits the capacity to compile sustaileab
development indicators, which, by their natureuiegjaccess to a wide range of statistics.

Recommendation 7 Statistics offices and other credible natiomad mternational institutions in the
Arab region should do all in their power to ins@st transparency in the collection of information by
Governments.

Only when indicators are available according tgradictable and widely known schedule are
decision-makers liable to plan ahead for theirusidn in decision-making. Indicators that appeagularly
are more likely to be ignored because they commaradom points in decision-making cycles. One of the
reasons why economic indicators, such as GDP nélteential in decision-making is that they appelstée
clockwork” every quarter. For this reason, decisimgkers anticipate their arrival and build thenoittie
information base they use for analysis.

%1 This recommendation should not be taken to sugfestindicators never be changed once establisblednge is often
required for legitimate reasons (such as a changwiional context or a development in scientificderstanding). The point is
simply that change should be kept to a minimum prutesses for selecting indicators should be dedigo avoid the need for
frequent change.
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Recommendation 8 Arab countries should put more effort into emsyithe regular production of
sustainable development indicator reports. Theriatebetween these reports should not be too lang;
annual or biennial frequency would be ideal. Thesaommendation aligns with Recommendation 2 on
shortening indicator sets. Shorter sets are lesdehsome to compile and, therefore, more likelyoo
feasible on an annual or biennial basis. Compiiig indicators every year is a task that would lehgle
any Government.

B. TARGETED RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Improve environment statistics

The poor quality of environmental statistics igarticular weakness in the Arab region. Several
experts interviewed for this report noted that fiirgdeconomic and social statistics to monitor avaluate
sustainable development is much easier than findmgronmental statistics. This is borne out by own
assessment of the data available for MDG indicegporting; the indicators for the environmental MDG
(goal 7) were the least well reported in the region

The relative lack of environmental data is nonajuely Arab concern. Environmental data across the
world are more limited than their social and ecoimooounterparts. One of the many reasons for thig u
recently was the lack of an international standarcollecting environmental data. This changed nvttee
United Nations Statistical Commission adopted tB&€S as an international statistical standard in220i
offers a set of internationally agreed conceptfiniiens and methods for the collection of envinoental
data and their organization into a system of actsouts consistency with the System of National duas
means that environmental data can be integratelg ath economic data.

Some countries (Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanomufifania, Palestine and Tunisia) have made
partial attempts, especially with regard to watecaants, to implement the SEEA. In 2009, ESCWA
proposed that water accounts be compiled over yeaes in all ESCWA region countries, but widesgrea
adoption of environmental-economic accounting i #trab region is not yet a reality. According torso
experts, the SEEA is too advanced to be implemdntethny countries of the region.

Another recent development relevant to buildingiemmental statistics capacity in the region is th
World Bank’s Wealth Accounting and the ValuationEwfosystem Services (WAVES) project. WAVES is a
global effort to promote the development and usea@founts for natural capital assets in developing
countries. The idea is that countries are not ttbleanage their natural capital unless they know hmich
of it they have and, importantly, what its conttibua is to national wealth and well-being. While Acab
country is a full partner in WAVES, three (Lebandtgrocco and the State of Palestine) have signed th
related and five (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco and
Tunisia) attended a 2013 sponsored by the Center for
Mediterranean Integration.

Morocco has expressed strong interest in the @irmfetotal wealth and King Mohammed VI has
instructed the Moroccan Economic, Social and Emvitental Council to conduct a study on the country’s
total wealth and ensure its use in decision-makiig concept of total, or inclusive, wealth is theus of a
biennial United Nations report that measures thd teealth of all countries and promotes use ofcibrecept
in the global trend to move “beyond GDP” as thetig@measure of progress.

Yet another recent advance is the finalizatio2®3 of the updated version of the United Nations

, @ multi-purpose framework setting out the scopenvironment statistics. It provides an organizing
structure to guide the collection and compilatiomational environment statistics. Its primary abjee is to
guide countries in the early stages of developneértheir environment statistics programmes. A det o
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environment statistics is proposed for countriest fiace stringent resource constraints or are agaaly
stage in the development of environment statigfics.

Recommendation 9 The SEEA and FDES should be promoted in the Aegiion as the basis for
improving environmental data. Consideration shdugdgiven to identifying a core set of environmental
accounts and statistics that are relevant to atitinvihe capacity of all regional countries to campThe
core set of the FDES is a sensible starting pointtis.

The concept of natural capital should be the ggidiamework for efforts to improve environmental
statistics. Its use would provide a consistent eptual basis for environmental statistics acrob\alb
countries. Careful attention should be paid to camication of the concept in the region so thasinot
perceived to be “too complicated” (as the SEEAdrcpived by some). The concept itself is straightéod,
but its measurement can be demanding if pursuedeirform of comprehensive accounts. The accounting
approach should be undertaken in countries wittaackd statistical capacity. Other countries coatti$
on measuring natural capital using the core sstatistics advocated by the FDES.

Given the scarcity of water in the region andritportance, it would seem sensible to choose vester
the initial focus for improving environmental s&dits. Any lessons learned from the earlier effB8CWA,
2009) at promoting water accounting in the regiooutd be taken into consideration.

2. Create an independent office for sustainable development
There appears to be no independent office foaswdile development in the Arab region. In Canada,

an Office of the Commissioner of the Environmentd gustainable Development (CESD) has been
established under the Office of the Auditor Genelalreports on matters relating to environment and

sustainable development, comments onsthig compiled every three years by
each department of the Canadian Government, amdtsepn the extent to which federal departmentehav
helped to meet the targets of tke ldpalso receives

andscan compel ministers to respond to them.

Similar offices exist in ¢dthe Canadian provinces Of and ¢ the Australian
state of and its

Recommendation 10 Consideration should be given to creating, eititethe regional level or in
specific countries, independent offices with resloility for advancing sustainable development.sfrp
international offices offer a variety of models fm Arab office. This recommendation could be omzams
of implementing the call for an Arab Council for skainable Development made in the Third Progress
Report of the Sustainable Development Initiativéhi@ Arab Region and a call during the Arab corswi¢
meeting on accountability for the post-2015 agetalaransform the JCEDAR into an Arab sustainable
development committee.

3. Reconsider therole of international organizationsin building statistical capacity

Even in the wealthiest Arab countries, capacitydata collection is limited compared with that of
Western nations. Saudi Arabia, for example, cdletdta only for 21 of the 45 MDG indicators that a
Government might be expected to compile. The reimginlata required come from sources funded by
international agencies. Reliance on internationghoizations for funding and expertise in dataesibn is
widespread in the region.

%2 The FDES core set provides guidance on statisticmclude in a national environment statistics gpeanme and so
provide policy-makers with the most pertinent imf@ation. It incorporates statistics needed to reportglobal environmental
conventions and multi-lateral environmental agresisie
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While effective as a means of increasing the aldilip of data in the region, it is an open questto what
extent international statistical assistance leadsdreased long-term capacity for data collecbhgmational
authorities. Such assistance is targeted by a rahgeganizations and aid agencies at various mniessin
recipient countries, thus probably diluting theeetfveness of their capacity-building efforts. Brént
donors emphasize different approaches to datactioteand different ministries will internalize wihtoey
learn in different ways.

Recommendation 11 The process of statistical capacity buildingtie Arab region through
international donor assistance should be ratioedlizinternational donors should be encouraged to
coordinate efforts to ensure that consistent $idisconcepts, definitions and methods are usdukirT
programmes should be targeted at as few miniséigsepossible in order to concentrate capacity-mgldi
Ideally, the national statistics office should e target of this assistance in all cases unlem® tis a
compelling reason for involving a policy ministr§argeting national statistics agencies will enstinat
capacity-building is concentrated in the smallaghhber possible of individuals, whose professiooé is
focused on data collection. ESCWA may wish to studydetail the effectiveness of current statistical
assistance in creating capacity in the Arab region.

4. Join the data revolution

The IEAG has called on the United Nations to sheadership in harnessing the data revolution in
order to ensure sustainable development (Data R&weol Group, 2014). Arab countries stand to benefit
considerably from joining the data revolution. Aralgional organizations and national Governmentsiish
therefore consider how they can contribute.

Discussions on the recommendation by the IEAG @hglibbal consensus be created on the standards
and principles informing statistical systems witbpably focus on key issues such as transpareraty, d
quality, statistical methods and standards, prioteaif privacy, and governance. Arab countries haetear
stake in these issues and they should ensure hbgitare well represented in the relevant discussion
However, they should resist any urge to developigue regional set of statistical principles arahdards.
High-quality statistics are a common good and yacaln it be argued legitimately that their natuiféeds
from one country or region to the next. The Arafioa should therefore embrace the conclusionseohtw
global consensus reached through internationalugéion and apply them in national and regional Arab
statistical systems.

Recommendation 12 Arab regional organizations and States shoul loe global consensus on
data proposed by the IEAG and participate in iferef to define principles and standards to levertg
data revolution for sustainable development. Thistiexy principles of official statistics (see annxX)
should be taken as the starting point so that sifdrts are not based on approaches inconsistetht wi
existing statistics.

Noting that technology is a key driver of the dadaolution, the IEAG has argued that sustained
investment is needed to take advantage of new odoiies, especially in countries where technoldgica
development is lagging. Countries of the Arab regéhould take this seriously. Clearly, countriesl an
regions that are relatively behind in terms of textbgy cannot suddenly catch up with global leaders
Investment in technology must therefore be focuskdre it will pay the highest dividends in terms of
increased statistical capacity. Spreading resoutgesthinly on new technologies is unlikely to el
satisfactory results.

In determining where to invest, Arab countriesudti@onsider where their strengths lie. One oféhes
is the use of remotely sensed data to monitor tihdr@ment, as championed by AGEDI and used
extensively in ESCWA'S

(RICCAR). There are likely to be others
that were not revealed during research for thiontepAn investigation into that aspect of the reggo
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response to the data revolution might be warrafmiefdre decisions are made by national or regional
organizations on how best to leverage new techiggog

Recommendation 13 The Arab region and its States should embraeengw technologies and
innovations of the data revolution where stratdtyida their advantage to do so. In areas wheig dready
advanced, such as remotely sensed data, the regjion and should —play a leadership role. In cihess, it
should learn from others and adopt new technolbgigsproaches where most appropriate. This will mequ
first identifying and prioritizing regional dataews and then assessing which of them can be noeiginthe
new technologies of the data revolution.

IEAG recommended the establishment of a globahpaship for sustainable development data that
would promote, among other things, biennial foruomssustainable development data at the global and
regional levels.

Recommendation 14 Arab nations and regional organizations shoufgpsrt the initiative to create
a global partnership for sustainable developmera @ad consider creating a parallel regional forum
(or assign that role to the ).eAt regional forum would
enable Arab countries and regional organizationsdime together periodically to define an agenda for
statistical improvement and discuss how to leveratgenational developments in statistics.

It will be impossible to monitor progress on th®& without new and sustained investment,
particularly in developing countries. Some coustiiie the Arab region could contribute as donorsrbast
would be beneficiaries. The IEAG has suggested ribat funding be addressed at the Third Internationa
Conference on Financing for Development in AddisiBd in July 2015.

Recommendation 15 The Arab region and its States should take adganof the opportunity
provided by the post-2015 agenda to seek and/migg@dditional financial resources to build capator
monitoring and evaluation of sustainable developgmianparticular, the region should ensure thas ivell
represented at the upcoming international confereort development financing and prepared to discuss
funding needs for statistical capacity-buildingwibuld be useful to hold regional discussions hefitre
meeting in order to define the most pressing s$kegisneeds in Arab countries. In seeking new fogdihe
region should ensure that new statistical capagitsuly sustainable (see recommendation 11). &ingan
efforts related to the data revolution brings tis& that Arab countries will create capacity ttgatontingent
on a continuous flow of funds and expertise frontssime the region. That would be undesirable. Oastsid
resources will undeniably be needed to launch psE=R of statistical improvement, but what is esseint
the long run is the creation of true national aegional capacity. That will be achieved only if @ovments
and regional organizations commit their own funai¢hie effort. If not, capacity created risks beflegting
and Arab countries may find themselves no furthiexraa — and possibly further behind — when the time
comes for the international community to move onotteer development priorities.
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Annex |

ARAB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EXPERTS INTERVIEW
AND INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

LIST OF EXPERTS INTERVIEWED

Ms. Wafa Aboul Hosn, PhD Mr. Waleed Gomaa

Chief, Economic Statistics Section Deputy General Director of sustainable social
Statistics Division development, Presidency of Meteorology and
Beirut, Lebanon Environment

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
Mr. Tarek Sadek, PhD
First Economic Affairs Officer (Climate Change) Mr. Abdel Aziz Bahgat

Sustainable Development and Productivity Former Director General
Division (SDPD) General Administration of Environmental Statistics
Beirut, Lebanon Egyptian Central Agency for Public Mobilization
and Statistics (CAPMAS)
Mr.Adel Abdel Kader, PhD Cairo, Egypt
Regional Coordinator, early warning and
assessment of environmental management, Mr. Batir Wardam
West Asia Former Project Coordinator
Manama, Bahrain Ministry of Environment
Jordan
Ms. Shahira Wahbi
Ambassador, Chief, Sustainable Development Mr. Ibrahim Abdel Gelil, PhD
& International Environmental Cooperation, Adjunct Professor
Environment, Housing, and Sustainable Arabian Gulf University
Development Department
League of Arab States Mr. Hosny Khordagui, PhD
Cairo, Egypt Former Director

Arab Water Governance Program
United Nations Development Program

INTERVIEW INSTRUMENT

Sustainable Development Monitoring and Indicators
the Arab Region

Interview Questionnaire

Thank you for agreeing to participate in this brieterview regarding sustainable development
monitoring in the Arab region. The questions belare designed to help in the preparation of an éxper
report on this topic. They will also inform the wpesing Arab Sustainable Development Report to be
published in 2015 and assist with Arab regionapgrations for the global Sustainable Developmerdl&o
(SDGs) and post-2015 agenda.

The questions are intended as guidelines only. ¥loould not feel obliged to answer them all.
Likewise, if you would like to raise issues that aot covered by the questions, please feel frele &o.

The interview should last 45-60 minutes.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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Questions

1.

About the interviewee

(@)

(b)

What is your current position and how do yeesponsibilities relate to the monitoring of
sustainable development in the Arab region?

How long have you held this position?

Views on past/current efforts at measuring sustaable development in the Arab region

(@)

(b)
(€)

(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)

(h)

What past or current efforts at measuringasnigble development in the Arab region and/or in
your country are you familiar with?

What was (is) your role in the efforts?

Were (are) these efforts linked directly odirectly to sustainable development measurement
efforts in other regions or at the global level?

In your opinion, what were (are) the strengihthese efforts?
What challenges did (do) they face?
What were (are) the possibilities for overcamihese challenges?

In your opinion, were (are) these efforts acass? What were the main factors in ensuring
success/lack of success?

If the efforts have ended, what was the redsostopping them?

Views on the future of sustainable development amitoring in the Arab region and/or in
your country

(@)

(b)
(€)

(d)
(e)

(f)

()

How familiar are you with the development betUnited Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs)?

In your opinion, what opportunities do the Sb@fer the Arab region and/or your country?

Do you believe all the required capacity existthe Arab region and/or your country to compile
and monitor the SDGs? If not, what challenges dosee?

What, in your opinion, are the three higheginiy actions needed to overcome these challéhges

What opportunities for collaboration on the@Ddo you see, either among Arab countries or
between them and other national/regional or globaatives?

Who should be responsible for compiling andnitaring the SDGs in the Arab region and/or
your country?

Among all the needs for social/leconomic/envinental monitoring in the Arab region and/or
your country, how highly would you rank the imparte of sustainable development monitoring?
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Annex Il

ARAB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATOR FRAMEWORK
(ASDIF)

Poverty

Percentage of population living below national povéne

Proportion of population living below internation@dverty line ($1 and/or $2)

Ratio of share in national income of highest todstwquintile

Proportion of population with access to improvexitsaion, urban and rural

Waste water treatment by category (primary, seagntiertiary) in urban areas (NC)
Proportion of population with access to safe drigkivater

Share of households without access to electricigooamercial energy

Proportion of population living in slums

ONoO O~ WNE

Governance

9. Number of recorded bribes crimes per 100,000 pdipnla
10. Number of recorded violent crimes and homicidesl#€,000 population

Health

11. Mortality rate among children under the age of 5

12. Life expectancy at birth

13. Healthy life expectancy, years

14. Percentage of population with access to primarjtineare facilities

15. Immunization against infectious childhood diseases

16. Contraceptive prevalence rate (NC)

17. Nutritional status of children (percentage of ungeight and obese children)
18. Smoking prevalence (NC)

19. Prevalence of mental health problems (suicide @dgsoxy) (NC)

20. Prevalence of major diseases such as HIV/AIDS, maglauberculosis

Education

21. Gross intake into last year of primary educatignséx

22. Net enrolment rate in primary education (NC)

23. Adult secondary (tertiary) schooling attainmenieleby sex

24. Lifelong learning (proportion of working age popiida receiving learning or training) (NC)
25. Adult literacy rate, by sex

Demographics

26. Population growth rate, rural and urban
27. Percentage of rural population from total
28. Total fertility rate (NC)

29. Dependency ratio (young and old)

30. Rate of migration from rural to urban areas
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Peace and Security

31. Number of people displaced and refugees due to war
32. Economic and human loss due to war, as percenfggepalation and of GDP

Atmosphere

33. Emissions of greenhouse gases
34. Ambient concentration of air pollutants in urbasas
35. Consumption of ozone depleting substances

Agriculture/Land

36. Land affected by desertification/degradation
37. Vegetation cover

38. Land use change

39. Arable and permanent crop land area

40. Use of fertilizers

41. Use of agricultural pesticides

Coastal and Marine Environment

42. Percentage of total population living in coastalear
43. Annual fish catch
44. Release of nitrogen and phosphorus into coastars/at

Water

45. Annual withdrawal of ground and surface water get@entage of available water

46. Annual utilization or withdrawal of water by typadficulture, domestic, industrial, commercial, ofhe
47. BOD (biochemical oxyden demand) in water bodies

48. Waste water treatment coverage

49. Access to safe drinking water

Biodiversity

50. Area of selected key ecosystems

51. Protected areas as a percentage of total area
52. Abundance of selected key species

53. Percentage of threatened species

54. Number of alien (invasive) species

Economic Development

55. GDP per capita

56. Investment share in GDP (NC)

57. Net savings rate (NC)

58. Inflation

59. Debt to gross national product (GNP) ratio
60. Labour productivity by sector

61. Employment rate, disaggregated by sex
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62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

Employment status, by sex (NC)

Unit labour costs by sector (NC)

Internet users per 100 inhabitants

Fixed telephone lines and cellular subscriberslf@rinhabitants (NC)

Personal computer per 100 inhabitants [could betel@é) depending on the outcome of revision on
MDG indicators]

Tourism contribution to GDP and employment

Global partnership

68.
69.
70.

71.
72.

Current account deficit as percentage of GDP (NC)
Share of imports and exports by sector from tolaPG

Total official development assistance (ODA) givenreceived as a percentage of gross national
income (GNI)

Net foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows and thaitvs as percentage of GNI (NC)
Remittances (inflows and outflows) as percentagéP (NC)

Consumption and Production Patterns

73.
74.
75.
76.
7.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

Intensity of material use

Annual material use per capita, total and by se®Q)

Annual (commercial) energy consumption per capatizl and per sector
Share of consumption of renewable energy resoNEp

Intensity of energy use

Generation of waste by industry/sector (NC)

Generation of hazardous waste

Management of radioactive waste (NC)

Waste treatment and disposal by method of treatfnecycled, incinerated, landfill)
Share of cars in passenger transportation (NC)

Road share of freight transport (NC)

Fuel use by distance of passenger transportatimrdg intensity of transport)
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Annex Il

ARAB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATOR FRAMEWORK
(SHORT VERSION)

Poverty

1. Percentage of population below national poverty (@so known as national poverty rate)
2. Percentage of population with income less thanr2qer day

3.  The percentage share of the top quintile of inctortbe lowest quintile

4. Percentage of population who use improved heatthtfas, urban and rural

5. Percentage of population who use improved drinkiater source

Health

6. Mortality rate for children under 5 years old

7. Prevalence of contraceptives (family planning)

8.  Vaccination against infectious diseases for chiidre

9. Nutritional status of children (percentage of umgsight or overweight children)

Education

10. Enrolment rate in the last grade of primary edacati

11. Net enrolment rate in primary education

12. Rate of literacy, by gender

Demographics

13. Rural and urban population growth rate

14. Urban population as percentage of total population

15. Dependency ratio (young and older)

Natural hazards

16. Economic ($) and human loss (deaths) due to disaatel natural hazards

Atmosphere

17. Emissions of greenhouse gases
18. Ambient concentration of air pollutants in urbapas

Agriculture/Land

19. Vegetation cover
20. Arable and permanent crop land area

Coastal and Marine Environment

21. Percent of total population living in coastal areas
22. Annual fish catch
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Water

23. Annual withdrawals of ground and surface water psraent of available water

24. Annual utilization or withdrawals of water by tyfegriculture, domestic, industrial commercial, ojhe
25. Waste water treatment coverage (percentage)

26. Access to safe drinking water (percentage)

Biodiversity

27. Protected area as a percent of total area
28. Percentage of threatened species as a total speties

Economic Development

29. GDP per capita

30. Investment share in GDP (NC)

31. Inflation

32. Debt to GNP ratio

33. Employment rate, disaggregated by sex

34. Internet users per 100 inhabitants

35. Fixed telephone lines

36. Cellular subscribers per 100 inhabitants (NC)

Global partnership

37. Current account deficit as percentage of GDP (NC)
38. Total ODA given or received as a percentage of GNI

Consumption and Production Patterns

39. Annual (commercial) energy consumption per capatizl and per sector

40. Share of consumption of renewable energy reso(iNE}

41. Generation of waste by industry/sector (NC)

42. Generation of hazardous waste

43. Waste treatment and disposal by method of treat(necycled, incinerated, landfilled)
44. Share of cars in passenger transportation (NC)
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Annex IV

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS
IRAQ (2013)

Poverty

ourwWNE

Percentage of population living below the natiqgmalerty line

Percentage of population living below the interoadil poverty line ($1 and/or $2)

Ratio of share in national income of highest todstwquintile

Percentage of households without access to eliégtwiccommercial electric energy
Percentage of population who use improved sanitd#icilities in urban and rural areas

Percentage of population who use improved sourcdsrniking water

Health

7.

Mortality rate of children under 5 years old

8. Life expectancy at birth

9. Percentage of population with access to primarjtineare services
10. Average contraceptive prevalence rate

11. Vaccination against infectious childhood diseases

12. Nutritional status of children

13. Prevalence of smoking

14. Prevalence of mental health problems

15. Prevalence of major diseases such as HIV/AIDS, maaéand tuberculosis
Education

16. Proportion of pupils enrolled to sixth class

17. Net enrolment rate in primary education

18. Adult secondary schooling attainment level

19. Literacy rate

Demography

20. Annual population growth rate

21. Percentage of population living in urban areas

22. Total fertility rate

23. Dependency rate (young and old)

24. Rate of migration from rural to urban areas

Peace and Security

25.  Number of displaced people and refugees due to wars

26. Economic and human loss due to war as percentggepodation and of gross national product
27. Human loss due to natural disasters and risks

Atmosphere

28. Greenhouse gases emissions

29. Concentration of air pollutants in urban areas
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Agriculture and lands

30. Land affected by desertification and degradation
31. Vegetation cover

32. Area of cultivated and arable land

33. Use of fertilizers

34. Use of herbicides

Coastal and Marine Environment

35. Percentage of population living in coastal area$ ¢alculated because Iraq has no coastline)
36. Annual fishing

Water

37. Withdrawal of ground and surface water as percentdigavailable water

38. Annual use or withdrawal of water by type (agriawdt, domestic, industrial, commercial
and environmental)

39. Waste water treatment (initial, dual, triple) basdification in urban areas
40. Access to drinking water
41. BOD concentration in surface water

Biodiversity

42. Selected ecosystem areas

43. Percentage of protected areas in Iraq
44. Main biological types

45. Percentage of threatened species
46. Number of invasive species

Economic Development

47. GDP per capita

48. Investment share of GDP

49. Net savings rate of GDP

50. Inflation

51. Unemployment rate

52. Employment status/economic activity average
53. Number of internet users per 100 inhabitants
54. Fixed telephone lines per 100 inhabitants

55.  Number of mobile telephone subscribers per 100iéuats
56. Personal computer per 100 inhabitants

57. Tourism as a share of (GDP)

Global Partnership

58. The deficit as a percentage of (GDP)

59. Percentage of imports and exports to GNP
60. Percentage of official assistance from GNP
61. Net FDI as percentage of GNP

62. Remittances as percentage of GNP
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Production and Consumption Patterns

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

Total annual expenditure of material per capitaztymodities groups

Share of annual consumption (commercial) of enégggector

Share of consumption of renewable energy resources

Waste generation by sector

Hazardous waste generation

Waste treatment and disposal by method of treat(necycling, incineration, landfill)
Cars as percentage of the total number of transpbitles
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Annex V

NATIONAL AGENDA INDICATORS
JORDAN (2006)

Main socio-economic targets

NogoprwdhE

Average annual real GDP growth

Public debt as a percentage of GDP

Budget (deficit)/surplus as a percentage of GDElueting grants
Capital investments as a percentage of GDP

National savings as a percentage of GDP

Net exports/imports in $ billion

Unemployment as a percentage of active population

Performance of the institutional framework for investments

8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

Cumulative value of investment deals directed tghothe JAED (Jordan Agency for Enterprise and
Investment Development) framework

Inward FDI stock as a percentage of GDP

Number of procedures to set up a new company thrdaglan Islamic Bank (JIB)
New company set-up time through JIB (days)

Percentage of SMEs contribution to GDP

Percentage of SMEs contribution to employment

Annual spend on financial and other support to SMEs

Proportion of surveyed small businesses citing leggun as an obstacle to growth
Total annual spend on R&D as a percentage of GDP

Number of surveyed small businesses reporting "high "very high" difficulties in obtaining
financing for start-up and growth

Cumulative value of privately run venture capitahds

Financial services

19.
20.
21.
22.

Currency in circulation as percentage of GDP

Total banking sector deposits and bonds with mgtgreater than one year (as percentage of total)
Average maturity of government bonds (in years)

Private Pension premiums/Life assurance premiusipdecentage of total)

Fiscal performance

23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

GDP (real growth)

Public debt as a percentage of GDP

Budget (deficit)/surplus as a percentage of GDElueting grants
Domestic revenues as a percentage of current expesrsd

Tax revenues as a percentage of total governmeenues

Civil service pension costs (in millions of Jordamidinars)

Oil subsidies (in JD million)

Subsidies on wheat, malt and bran (in JD million)

" The National Agenda is Jordan’s sustainable devesmt programme.
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31.

Subsidies to state-owned enterprises (in JD mjllion

Government efficiency

32.
33.
34.

Control of corruption percentile ranking
Central government wage bill as a percentage of GDP
Government effectiveness percentile ranking

Employment Support and Vocational Training

35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,

45,
46.

Percentage of unemployed that are registered @&niipboyment support network

Number of Jordanians directly placed into jobs bg employment support network annually (in
thousands)

Cumulative number of net new jobs (in thousandstisg from 2006)

Number of Jordanians placed abroad by the outplanedepartment annually

Percentage of unemployed benefiting from the uneympént insurance, out of total unemployed
Percentage of unemployed benefiting from unemplayritesurance for less than three months
Percentage of employers “satisfied” or “very s@&isf with the skills of certified trainees

Number of jobs held by foreigners and substitutét wordanian workers annually (in thousands)
Percentage of employed Jordanians with disabilitigsof total employed

Number of workers registered with the employmemipsut network and not registered with social
security for the past 12 months (in thousands)

Percentage of economically active females out @ttkal female population of working age
Percentage of employed females out of the totaleyap population

Public Health Care

47. Percentage of population covered by any type oficaéthsurance
48. Life expectancy

49. Public health expenditure as a percentage of GDP

50. Total health expenditure per capita in $

51. Fertility rate

Poverty

52. Poverty rate

53. Poverty gap

54. Percentage of poor people attaining secondary édaca

55. Percentage of poor population with access to nfioance services

Social security

56. Percentage of workers not covered by any retiremiamnt

57. Year of cash deficit for social security (with istment income)
58. Early retirement age

Education

59. Gross enrolment ratio in pre-school education

60. Gross enrolment ratio in primary education
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61.
62.
63.

64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

Gross enrolment ratio in secondary education
Employment rate of secondary vocational educatradgates

National student scores in (Trends in InternatioMdthematics and Science Study (TIMSS)
(mathematics)

National student scores in TIMSS (science)

Percentage of schools with intranet access

Internal efficiency index

Tertiary education gross enrolment ratio

Percentage of university graduates employed witBimonths of graduation

Percentage of students admitted under the patadiehing scheme

Percentage of universities where faculty traine®FDLS exceeds 60 per cent for the year

Percentage of community college graduates empleytin 12 months of graduation in their area of
specialization

Scientific research and innovation

72. Expenditure on research and development (R&D)@ereentage of GDP

73.  Number of internationally published science papassindexed by Thomson Reuters Web of Science
(formerly Thomson ISI)

74. Number of patent applications submitted by Jordangnce the year 2000

75.  Number of manuscripts deposited at the Nationaldripsince 1994

Water

76. Percentage of households with access to the wabehysnetwork

77. Percentage of households connected to the sewagerke

78. Non-revenue water for domestic use

79. Water supplies per capita

80. Average cost recovery (O&M in the short term, O&NRtgpart of capital expenditure in the long term)

81. O&M cost recovery for irrigation water in the Jondaalley

Energy

82. Gas use as a percentage of total energy consumption

83. Renewable energy sources as a percentage of hetajye

84. Percentage of households using solar energy fanmaating

85. Energy consumption per GDP (Kfoger $1,000 in 1995 $)

86. Percentage of new buildings that meet energy ceasen standards

87. Percentage of electricity distribution loss

Transport

88. Number of premium taxi licenses

89. Average age of public transport buses (years)

90. Percentage of citizens “satisfied” or “very sagsfi with public transport bus services

91. Freight cost per ton per km for a 40-inch contaii$gr

92. Percentage of licensed trucks owned by registeaedport companies

93. Percentage of citizens “satisfied” or “very sassifi with road infrastructure

™ One thousand tons of oil equivalent.
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94.
95.
96.

Number of passengers per day on light rail AmmargZa
Percentage of regional maritime trade through Agaba
Number of tourists arriving by air (million tourssper year)

Information and communication technologies

97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.

Fixed line — teledensity (number of lines/100 hiades)
Mobile sector — penetration

Mobile sector — minute rate for local calls

PC penetration

Internet penetration

Access bandwidth

Mail delivery on the next day

Environment

104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.

Percentage of hazardous waste being effectivedyedeto remove its hazardous characteristics
Percentage of medical waste treated

Percentage of houses connected to the sewage kRetntiseptic tanks

Wastewater treatment plants utilization rate

Particulate matter concentration in downtown Amr{iarmicrograms per cubic meter)

Air quality index (ESI)

Biodiversity indicator (ESI)

Number of nature reserves

Dead Sea level

43



Annex VI

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS
MOROCCO (2013)

Driving forces

Population growth

Total fertility rate

Number of working women for every 100 working men
Share of population living below the poverty line
Employment rate

Literacy rate

Share of children attending school

Population density in coastal provinces

Annual energy consumption per capita

10. Annual energy consumption by type of fuel

11. Share of renewable energy in total energy conswmpti
12. Use of fertilizers and pesticides

13. Share of irrigated agricultural land

14. Share of pasture fodder in animal feed

15. Extent of protected areas

16. Number and average power of fishing boats

17. Structure, volume and growth in transportation mdm
18. Number of tourist nights per 100 inhabitants

19. Number of tourist beds per 100 inhabitants

20. Number of international tourists per 100 inhabgant
21. GDP by sector

22. GDP per capita

23. Foreign direct investment (FDI)

24. External debt as percentage of GDP

25. Loss of agricultural land due to urbanization

26. Share of slum dwelling families

27. Urbanization rate

CoNorwWNE

Pressures

28. Industrial waste water emissions

29. Greenhouse gas emissions

30. Emission of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide

31. Consumption of ozone depleting substances

32. Rate of siltation of dams

33. Land area affected by erosion, salinity and ddztion
34. Total area of forest lost or degraded annually

State

35. Share of water resources consumed

36. Share of urban households connected to the seweedgerk and share of wastewater treated
37. Quality of coastal swimming waters

38. Freshwater quality

39. Frequency of exceeding of ozone, SO2, NO2, padielPM10) and lead standards

40. Solid waste production and collection rates
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41. Share of endangered species

42. Land use change

43. Areas subject to flooding

44. OQil tanker traffic

45. Value and volume of fish products

46. Coastal erosion

47. Forestation rate

48. Area of green space per capita in cities with ntba@ 100,000 inhabitants

Impacts

49. Life expectancy at birth

50. Infant mortality per 1000 live births

51. Access to drinking water

52. Maternal deaths per 100,000 births

53. Rates of mortality due to water-borne and infetidiseases

Responses

54. Number of support programs for rural areas

55. Share deforested areas reforested

56. Extent of coastal protected areas

57.  Number of mines rehabilitated at end of life

58. Number and area of commercial shopping centres

59. Number of civil society associations active in tieéd of environment and sustainable development
60. Public expenditure on environmental protection psr@entage of GDP

61. Existence of national environmental plans andi@tsgies for sustainable development
62. Number of Local Agenda 21 plans

63. Share of public and private sector budgets devmt@rofessional training

64. Public expenditure on education

65. Public expenditure on the preservation and enhaaceaf historic and cultural heritage
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Annex VII

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS
SAUDI ARABIA (2011)

Poverty

1. Proportion of the population whose daily incom&gs than $1 a day (national poverty line)
2. Proportion of population using sanitation facilitie urban and rural areas

3. Proportion of population with access to safe dngkivater

4. Proportion of the population without access to teleity and other modern energy services
5. Proportion of the population living in slums

Governance

6. Number of violent crimes and murders per 100,00@ltants

Health

7. Death rate of children under 5 years old

8. Life expectancy at birth

9. Proportion of population with access to health isevin primary health care facilities
10. Proportion of population immunized against infegti@iseases in childhood

11. Health care services

12. Incidence of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria per,200 people

13. Nutritional status of children

14. Prevalence of smoking

15. Number of cases of suicide or self-harm leadindetath per 100,000 inhabitants
Education

16. The proportion of students who enrolled in the gtatdthe elementary level

17. Student enrolment in high school

18. Percentage of adults aged 25-64 who have comptégedschool

19. Percentage of adults aged 25-64 who have receddngation or training

20. Rate of literacy among persons over age of 15 years

Demographics

21. Annual growth rate of the population

22. The proportion of urban living in urban areas
23. Fertility rate

24. Dependency ratio (youth and elderly)
Atmosphere

25. Concentration of ambient air pollutants in urbagear
26. Consumption of ozone depleting substances
Agriculture

27. Land use/land cover

28. Use of fertilizers

29. Use of pesticides
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Coastal and Marine

30. Annual fishing/hunting annual key species of fish
31. Discharge of nitrogen and phosphorus to coastanaat

Water

32. The proportion of consumption of groundwater andese water
33. Annual use or withdrawal of water

34. BOD

35. Share of wastewater treated

36. Access to potable water

Biodiversity
37. Protected areas as a percentage of the total area
Economic development

38. Average per capita GDP ($)

39. Investment as a share of GDP

40. Net savings

41. Inflation

42. Unemployment rate

43. Number of Internet subscriptions per 100 inhabgant
44. Fixed telephone lines per 100 inhabitants

45. Telephone lines and mobile computers per 100 irtéaisi
46. The contribution of tourism to GDP and employment

Global Partnership
47. Deficit or surplus of the balance of payments psr@entage of GDP

48. Proportion of imports from developed countries
49. The proportion of official aid of GNP workers' rétances as a percentage of GNP
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Annex VI

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS
TUNISIA (2014)

Sustainable consumption and production

NoopwdhE

Quantity of pesticides imported annually and usedhectare

Rate of exploitation of fossil groundwater

Value added per cubic meter allocated in irrigatgdculture

Rate of collection of waste plastics, oil and batte

Area of land farmed organically

Intensity of energy use by sector

Share of tourism revenues from ecotourism or sbBbeds/nights certified as "green”

Promotion of economic growth, social equity and ragnal equity

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Gini index of income inequality

Ratio of annual average expenditure per househmldhigh-income to low-income households
by region

Poverty rate

Unemployment rate

Foreign debt as a share of GDP

Net exports as a share of GDP

Public investment as a share of GDP by region aveérorates

Sustainable natural resource management

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Loss of productive land to erosion and desertificat
Rate of exploitation of fossil groundwater

Share of non-conventional water sources in total us
Vegetated areas as a share of total land area
Extent of wetlands

Extent of protected areas

Rate of use of fishery resources

Promotion of balanced spatial development based afficient and sustainable transport

22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.

Share of public transit in total urban transit

Modal split of inland passenger and freight tramspo

Transportation share of total energy consumption

New business creation by governorate

Net migration flows

Proportion of non-communal rural roads relativéhi total length of the road network

Promotion of better quality of life for citizens

28.
29.
30.
31.

Number of basic health centres per capita

Share of population connected to drinking watewoet
Share of households with adequate sanitation
Number of air quality monitoring stations in urbameas
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32. Number and area of urban green spaces per inhabitan
33. Share of basic housing by governorate

Rationalization of energy consumption and promotiorof renewable energy

34. Energy intensity

35. Share of renewable energy in total energy conswmgatind in electricity generation
36. Greenhouse gas emissions

37. Number of households equipped with solar panels

Strengthening capacity to adapt to climate change

38. Proportion of irrigated farmland equipped with wadaving technology
39. Proportion of irrigated land

40. Coastal areas vulnerable to flooding due to seel-lése

41. Share of land vulnerable to desertification

42. Share of vulnerable land protected by conservatieasures

43. Number and area of forest fires

Promotion of the knowledge society

44. Educational attainment rates
45.  Number of internet users

46. Investment as a share of GDP
47. Research and development

Governance for sustainable development
48. Share of communes with a regional or local Agerida 2
49. Proportion of ISO 14001 certified companies

50. NGOs working in the field of sustainable developinen
51. Number of schools in the “network of sustainablecgds” programme
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Annex IX

ARAB STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMEN T 2015
PROPOSED INDICATOR SET

Peace and Security, Justice and Patrticipation

1. Number of people displaced and refugees due to, wacsal unrest, and other aggression
2. Percentage of women in parliament
3. Percentage of women in the labour force

Global Stability

GDP per capita

Rate of inflation

Debt to GNP ratio

Fluctuation of global food prices

No ok

Governance for Sustainable Development

8.  The existence of a sustainable development inigtitaik setup

The Water-Energy-Food Nexus as a Framework for Plamng and Monitoring

9.  The amount of water needed per unit of energy
10. The amount of energy needed per unit of water
11. Energy and water needs per unit of major crops

Water

12. Annual withdrawal of ground and surface water as@entage of available water
13. Per capita water consumption
14. BOD in water bodies

Energy

15. Per capita energy consumption
16. Energy intensity

Agriculture and Food Security

17. Arable land as a percentage of land total
18. Food imports as a percentage of total food consoempt

Climate Change

19. Per capita CO2 emissions
20. Carbon intensity
21. Percentage of population vulnerable to climate ghan

Green Economy

22. Green economy strategy
23. Green economy policies
24. Green economy initiatives
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Poverty Alleviation, Employment and Inequalities

25.
26.
27.

Percentage of population below the national povargy
Percentage of population below the internation&kepiy line
Rate of unemployment

Population and Health

28.
29.
30.
31.

Population growth rate (rural and urban)

Under-5 mortality rate

Life expectancy at birth

Percentage of population with access to primarjtihese facilities

Education, llliteracy Eradication and Public Awareness

32.
33.
34.

Net enrolment rate in primary education (NC)
Adult secondary (and tertiary) schooling attainnmewel, by sex
Adult literacy rate, by sex

Scientific Research & Technology Development and &nsfer

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Expenditure on R&D per GDP

Number of patents per capita

Number of published scientific papers per capita
Drought and desertification

Land affected by desertification/degradation
Vegetation cover

Urban Planning and Sustainable Cities

41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.

Percentage of population living in slum areas
Access to safe drinking water
Energy intensity of transport

Proportion of population with access to improvexitsdion (urban and rural)

Share of households without access to electricigooamercial energy
Ambient concentration of air pollutants in urbanas

Management of Wastes and Chemicals

47.
48.
49.

Per capita generation of solid wastes
Per capita generation of hazardous waste

Waste treatment and disposal, by method of tredt(necycled, incinerated, landfill)

Sustainable Consumption and Production

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

The same indicators of:
Energy

Water

Solid wastes

Poverty

Education

Tourism
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Disaster Risk Management (DRM)

57. Existence of institutional and legislative framekwéor DRM

58. Disaster preparedness plans and contingency ptans place

59. Budget for disaster risk reduction

60. Development of a post-2015 disaster risk redudtiamework (HFAZ2)
61. Annual numbers of recorded disasters

Biodiversity and Bio-safety

62. Protected areas as a percentage of total area
63. Percentage of threatened species

64. Number of alien (invasive) species

65. Existence of bio-safety laws/regulations

Coastal Zones and the Marine Environment

66. Percent of total population living in coastal areas
67. Annual fish catch
68. Release of nitrogen and phosphorus into coastaraat

Information and Communication Technologies

69. Internet users per 100 inhabitants
70. Fixed telephone lines and cellular subscriberslfp@rinhabitants (NC)
71. Personal computers per 100 inhabitants

Sustainable Tourism and Sustainable Management of duntains and Forests

72. Tourism contribution to GDP
73. Tourism contribution to employment
74. Forests coverage areas

Finance

75. Total Official Development Assistance (ODA) givenreceived as a percentage of GNI
76. Net FDI inflows and outflows as percentage of GNI
77. Remittances as percentage of GNP (inflows andawsii

Trade and Investment

78. Current account deficit as a percentage of GDP
79. Share of imports and exports by sector from tolaPG

Capacity Building

80. Number of capacity-building projects on differeniopity issues of this framework

Regional Cooperation

81. Number of Arab-Arab cooperation projects

82. Progress on Arab regional integration projects, regjonal electricity interconnection
83. Progress on implementation of Arab free trade area.

84. Arab cooperation on management of shared wateuress
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Annex X
STATISTICS CANADA’'S QUALITY MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

Relevance The relevance of statistical information refleitts degree to which it meets the real needs
of clients. It is concerned with whether the aua#ainformation sheds light on the issues of most
importance to users. Assessing relevance is adiygenatter dependent upon the varying needs @&fsus
The agency’s challenge is to weigh and balancectwlicting needs of current and potential users to
produce a programme that goes as far as possibsatisfying the most important needs within given
resource constraints.

Accuracy: The accuracy of statistical information is thegide to which the information correctly
describes the phenomena it was designed to medtsisresually characterized in terms of error tatistical
estimates and is traditionally decomposed into Kiggstematic error) and variance (random error)
components. It may also be described in termsefrthjor sources of error that potentially causedoeacy
(e.g., coverage, sampling, non-response, response).

Timeliness The timeliness of statistical information reféosthe delay between the reference point
(or the end of the reference period) to which tifermation pertains, and the date on which therimédion
becomes available. It is typically involved in ade-off against accuracy. The timeliness of infaromawill
influence its relevance.

Accessibility. The accessibility of statistical information refeto the ease with which it can be
obtained from the agency. This includes the eatiewhich the existence of information can be asoeed,
as well as the suitability of the form or mediumoilgh which the information can be accessed. Tlseao
the information may also be an aspect of acce#gifitk some users.

Interpretability : The interpretability of statistical informationeftects the availability of the
supplementary information and metadata necessdngerpret and utilize it appropriately. This infiaation
normally covers the underlying concepts, variabdesl classifications used, the methodology of data
collection and processing, and indications of tt®ueacy of the statistical information.

Coherence The coherence of statistical information reflatis degree to which it can be successfully
brought together with other statistical informatiwsithin a broad analytic framework and over timéeTuse
of standard concepts, classifications and targptlations promotes coherence, as does the usenohcn
methodology across surveys. Coherence does nassadg imply full numerical consistency.
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Annex Xl
UN FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

Principle 1. Official statistics provide an indispensablensdat in the information system of a
democratic society, serving the Government, thenaey and the public with data about the economic,
demographic, social and environmental situationthi® end, official statistics that meet the tdspractical
utility are to be compiled and made available onmapartial basis by official statistical agencieshonour
citizens’ entittlement to public information.

Principle 2. To retain trust in official statistics, the sséital agencies need to decide according to
strictly professional considerations, includingestific principles and professional ethics, on thethods
and procedures for the collection, processingagmand presentation of statistical data.

Principle 3. To facilitate a correct interpretation of thetajethe statistical agencies are to present
information according to scientific standards om slources, methods and procedures of the statistics

Principle 4. The statistical agencies are entitled to comm@nérroneous interpretation and misuse
of statistics.

Principle 5. Data for statistical purposes may be drawn fedintypes of sources, be they statistical
surveys or administrative records. Statistical agen are to choose the source with regard to gualit
timeliness, costs and the burden on respondents.

Principle 6. Individual data collected by statistical agesdier statistical compilation, whether they
refer to natural or legal persons, are to be trazinfidential and used exclusively for statistiparposes.

Principle 7. The laws, regulations and measures under whiglstatistical systems operate are to be
made public.

Principle 8. Coordination among statistical agencies withourdries is essential to achieve
consistency and efficiency in the statistical syste

Principle 9. The use by statistical agencies in each couwsftigiternational concepts, classifications
and methods promotes the consistency and efficiehstatistical systems at all official levels.

Principle 10. Bilateral and multilateral cooperation in sttitis contributes to the improvement of
systems of official statistics in all countries.
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