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World Water Day meet urges better
management of key resource

1. Christian, Muslim leaders call for bolstering
national unity

2. Mikati proposes power plant construction

3. Over 30 NGOs demonstrate for women's rights

4. Germany urges action against Iran smuggling
in Oman

" 0 5. Leading ltalian nowelist Antonio Tabucchi dies

6. Russia says Annan offers last chance for Syria
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Press Conference For Minister Gebran Basil. 3/22/2012 (The Daily Star/Dalati Nohra)

BEIRUT: The failure to start conserving the country's water resources
could soon lead to conflicts, Energy and Water Minister Gibran Bassil said
Thursday at a World Water Day event in Beirut.

Hosted by ESCWA in downtown Beirut, the conference focused on water
and food security in the Arab world. International reports have shown the
region is particularly at risk to experiencing water and food shortages,
because of its high dependence on external resources.

Bassil spoke alongside Agriculture Minister Hussein Hajj Hasan and
officials from the UN, who all called for better water management in
Lebanon and the region to avoid a potential food or water shortage crisis.

“The resources are available but there is no adequate management,”
Bassil said. “If this resource isn't used in a proper way, it will lead to
conflicts in the near future.”

Bassil said the nation needs to manage the small amount of water
resources it has wisely. To do so Bassil said his department adopted a
national water strategy that aims to reduce water demand and increase
water supplies.

dailystar.com.lb/.../167655-world-water...
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The plan was adopted by the ministry at the beginning of month and
includes wide-reaching reforms such as adding a million water meters to
charge for water on a personal basis, and proposals to build dams and
reservoirs to retain rainwater.

Hajj Hasan stressed the importance of coordinating resource plans so the
country wouldn't be dependent on fluctuating water and food markets.

“Countries can't exist by themselves. Lebanon is dependent on the Arab
region on two levels, in terms of food and water resources,” he said. Hajj
Hasan also urged an improvement in irrigation systems to conserve water
and make the agriculture industry more robust. UN officials read a
statement from UN Secretary General Bank Ki-Moon, who stressed the
need for coordination between water security and food security. The Daily
Star

_ Advestisement

Beach Resort
Choose from a variety of hotels. Book online at a competitive price!

www Heojoozal. com

Arnold-Canada March 23, 2012 93:01 AM
Israel is at the forefront of water consenvation. Israel has been working with China for
a few years now showing China how to clean their polluted water ways. How to use
water sparingly for agriculture. Will Lebanon ask for this information and technology?
Probably not.

Your feedback is important to us!
We invite all our readers to share with us their iews and comments about this article.

Disclaimer. Comments submitted by third parties on this site are the sole
responsibility of the individual(s) whose content is submitted. The Daily Star accepts
ne responsibility for the content of comment(s), including, without limitation, any error,
omission or inaccuracy therein. Please note that your email address will NOT appear
on the site. Al fislds are mandatory.
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The United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon
honored Slovenian and ltalian peacekeepers Saturday
in a ceremony at the Roman Hippodrome inthe
southern city of Tyre where UNIFIL commander Maj.
Gen. Paolo Serra reafiirmed the troops’ commitment to
maintaining the cessation of hostlites between
Lebanon and israel.
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Dubai overtakes Qatar once again as the regional

hub of finance

HSEC to cut jobs in UAEas it streamlines
operations

Arcapita's 50 creditors

How much Emirates pilots and cabin crew get paid

Emirates says operating in Saudi not feasible
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