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innovation - experts

By Mohammad Ghazal

AMMAN - The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPQ) on Wednesday called for fostering
respect for intellectual property rights in the Arab world to encourage innovation and research.

In Jordan and the rest of the Arab world, there are laws that protect intellectual property rights (IPR),
but authorities must adequately enforce these laws and raise awareness on the significance of this
issue, Samer Tarawneh, counsellor at WIPO Geneva, said yesterday.

"There is a need to create a culture in society that promotes respect for intellectual property rights.
People need to be familiarised with the importance of IPR and their role in triggering economic
growth," Tarawneh told The Jordan Times.

He made his remarks on the sidelines of a workshop on “Intellectual Property and Technology
Transfer for Universities and Research Institutions” held by the ESCWA Technology Centre (ETC)
yesterday.

Representatives of several universities from different Arab states underlined the need for supporting
scientific research and innovations in Arab states, stressing that protecting IPR is key to realising this
objective,

"If Arabs make the protection of IPR institutional, there will be more innovations and research, which
are fundamental for triggering economic growth and realising prosperity in the Arab world,"

Tarawneh said.

Spending on scientific research in the Arab world does not exceed 0.003 per cent of most Arab
nations' gross domestic products, he said, labelling the figure as "very modest”.

"Arab states should place a heavy emphasis on morally and financially supporting innovators and
scientists to realise economic growth,” he said.

Stressing the need for raising society's awareness on the significance of IPRs, he said: "It starts with
schools. There should be campaigns to teach schoolchildren the importance of the issue, and then
universities have a crucial role in raising awareness in this regard.”

ETC Executive Director Fouad Mrad seconded Tarawneh's remarks.

Underlining the need to connect research to the economy to attain sustained growth, he said fostering
IPR is essential to increase research and trigger innovation.

He also underlined the need for partnerships in research between academia and the industrial sector,
which he said will help trigger development.

Mrad stressed that universities have an important role in supporting the economy through research and
development,
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Login

Developed by Bateleo Jordm

http://www.jordantimes.com/?news=43351

Page 1 of 1

Find us on Facebook

Like |

http:ffowlyf
ARG

8 n
minutas
o via
HootSite

21,121 people like Jordan Times,

r%am Hatham anal

18/11/2011



MENAFN - Middle East North Africa . Financial Network

MENA [ Y sfs b

Page 1 of 1

MIDDLE EamT NORTH AFRICA o Financial NETWORK

Workshop on Intellectual Property, Technology Transfer

MENAFN Press - 17/11/2011

DEMAND MORe®

(MENAFN Press) ESCWA Technology Centre (ETC) today opened a workshop on "Intellectual Property (IP) and
Technology Transfer for Universities and Research Institutions” in El Hassan Science City, Amman, Jordan. The
workshop is organized in cooperation with the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ) and the UN

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) office in Jordan.

ETC Executive Director Fouad Mrad delivered an inaugural statement in which he welcomed participants, noting
that it was the first official activity of the Centre that came only one day after its formal launch. "It is only logical
that the complete virtuous cycle of development the Centre aims to strengthen in the region starts with universities
and research centres,” he added. Mrad asserted that institutionalized technology transfer processes are therefore
essential for universities and research to play a significant role in driving development. "Unfortunately, ESCWA
member countries have not adequately exploited science and technology capacities for enterprise and socio-
economic development. There is a need to reconfigure a formal role of the economic cycle for universities and
research, where universities become the clinic of choice for research and development problem-solving of industry

and communities,”" Mrad said.

Advisor at the Regional Bureau of WIPO for Arab Countries, Samer Al Tarawneh, said in his statement the industrial
revolution and the associated digital revolution made it imperative to craft new economic policies capable that of
keeping pace with the quantum leaps made in innovation with all its forms and manifestations. He added that the
great advances achieved in the intellectual property system as a result of rapid expansion in knowledge systems
requires qualified staff at the governmental level and with the private sector in order to effectively and practically
deal with this system. Al Tarawneh emphasized that there can be no creativity without research and development,
which in turn cannot exist meaningfully without clear government policies. "Countries wishing to compete in the
new economic system need to develop strategies conducive to uncovering talents and stimulating their innovations

at all levels,” he said.

The workshop concludes 16 November, and it aims at developing IP assets and strategies and managing technology
transfer for universities and research institutes in ESCWA member states. Participants include professors and

experts in this field from different global institutions.

You can download materials presented during this workshop by accessing ETC website on:

http://www.escwa.un.org/divisions/ictd/etc/main.asp
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Workshop on Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer for
Universities

[2011-11-18 ]

AMMONNEWS —ESCWA Technology Centre
(ETC) is holding a workshop on “Intellectual
Property (IP) and Technology Transfer for
Universities and Research Institutions” on 16-
17 November in El Hassan Science City,
Amman, Jordan. The workshop is organized
in cooperation with the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO) and the UN
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

The organizers will deliver statements in the opening session at 9:30 AM on 16
November. The workshop aims at developing IP’s ownership and strategic use, and
management of technology transfer for universities and research institutes.
Participants will include specialists in this field from different global institutions.

© 2008 Ammonnews.net . All Rights Reserved
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