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| to social protection that cou

ESCWA holds
' meeting on social

development

BEIRUT: A multicountry workshop on
“Social Protection as Development”
concluded at ESCWA Wednesday.
ESCWA deputy executive secretary
Nadim Khoury said that the workshop

. aimed to present different api:roaches

d aid in
developing Arab societies, according to
a statement from ESCWA. He said that
the meeting would enhance “South-
South cooperation” in the area.
Jordanian Labor Minister Mah-
moud Kawafin discussed the lack of
statistics in the field, as well as confu-

. sion about the terminology involved.
. He said that social protection should be
- considered a right and not a charity.

Maya Yehya, ESCWA’s regional

. adyiser on social issues, also advocat-
: ed an approach to social development
¢ “based on the rights and responsibili-
 ties of citizenship?:She told The Dai--

ly Star that:private-programs: that tar--
get the needs of specific populations -
should not replace rights of the-gener-"

. al population to, for example, a
- healthy life and a decent education.

-She also emphasized the develop-

| mental benefits of social protection,

saying “healthy populations [and] edu-
cated populations lead to growth, lead
to greater investment, [and lead to]
ereater emnlovment " — The DailvStar
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Not the time for free Arab labor
movement: Jordanian minister

Kawafin says with region
now in grips of uprisings,
many countries are
starting from beginning

By Annie Slemrod
The qu_lv Star

BEIRUT: Jordan’s labor minister says
he would support an agreement allow-
ing free labor movement in the Arab
world, but now isn't necessarily the
right time.

In town for an ESCWA workshop
entitled “Social Protection as Develop-
ment,” Mahmoud Kawafin sat down
with The Daily Star to discuss the
shared challenges facing regional labor,
and how his country is tackling them.

“Any [plan] gathering people
together in terms of labor, or even an
open market; or a free tax [zone], 'm
not against,” Kawafin says. “Arab
people have the same roots, they have
the same ambitions, and they have the
same problems. I think they have to
work together in all fields, so T would
not have any problem” with a Euro-
pean Union-inspired common market.

Kawafin is unconcerned that suchan

open marketmight encourage a flood of
workers out of poorer countries, caus-
ing a labor imbalance and a drain on
wealthier countries. “There are some
Arab countries with a lack of workers,
and there are some Arab countries with
a'large number of workers ... if Arab
people are working [in Lebanon] or in
Jordan, in the end maybe this will be
good for all the countries.”.

But the minister doesn’t think the
time is ri?e for such a move because of
the popular uprisings in the region.

At this stage ... most of the Arab
couniries have begun to restart,” he
says. “I'm not saying they switched
off, but they are starting from the
beginning [in many ways].”

The Arab uprisings have reached
Kawafin’s ministry, he says, by “mak-
ing people talk ... I think all of the ideas
were already in their minds before, but

= i

The migration of skilled wor|

the difference is that now people talk.
It’s like they now have a microphone.”

Kawafin says this means that peo-
ple are “always asking for a meeting
with me. I've had so many meetings in
the past seven months.” He notes there
has also been an upsurge in messages
to the Labor Ministry, the Cabinet, and
“even to the king.” :

He says he is visiting labor union
centers more often now, and that “in the
end, it is very important for the gov-
ernment to know what people want.”

And in a country with high unem-
ployment, nearing 13 percent, people
in Jordan and many other countries
want jobs. “We have a problem with
unemployment in Jordan, especially

kers to foreign countries is a problem that Lebanon faces as well.

‘for women and the highly educated,”

Kawafin says.” :

“People are trying to find jobs. The
government is one of the [potential]
employers, but of course we can't
employ all the people in Jordan in the
public sector.”

Last year, in cooperation with pri-
vate companies, Kawafin's ministry
began an initiative that trains workers
for a period of one year to 18 months.

These trainees are often university
graduates, because Kawafin says that
“cven a BA degree can be something

- cultural or social. It doesn’t mean [a

%raduate] has to work in the same
ield [of their degree]. Most compa-
nies are talking about special skills

they want from people.”
“Unemployment is not one thing,”
he says. “Sometimes there is a lack of

job opportunities, but sometimes there .

is [also] a lack of skills. So we have to
train people.” Kawafin says compa-

nies often hire their trainces and he

considers the program a success so far,
although he is “not saying this will
solve all the problems.”

The Jordanian initiative is one way |

of tackling the so-called “brain-drain,”
the emigration of skilled workers to
foreign countries — a problem that is
very much present in Lebanon too. But
for now, Kawafin says that “if there is
any opportunity to work in the Gulf
area ... [workers] are going there.”
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