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Road safety as important as any issue in Arab
world: Baroud
By Reem Harb

BEIRUT: Caretaker Interior Minister Ziyad Baroud said Tuesday at a conference on road safety
that “the crisis of traffic accidents is ... as important as any other political, economic or security
crisis in the Arab world.

"Baroud was speaking at the launch of the “Decade of Action for Road Safety” project, which was
created by the United Nations General Assembly in March 2010 in an effort to sawe lives by
encouraging road safety.

The launching ceremony took place at the U.N. House in downtown Beirut as part of the 12th
session of the Intergovernmental Committee on Transport, held by the U.N. Economic and Social
Commission for West Asia from May 17-19.

Speaking at the event, ESCWA executive secretary Rima Khalaf said that across the world,
400,000 people under the age of 25 are killed each year in traffic accidents, and millions are
injured and left with permanent disabilities. According to Khalaf, most of these accidents take
place in low- and middle-income countries.

Baroud said that there are 30,000 annual traffic fatalities and 250,000 injuries in the Arab world
and that, according to the World Health Organization, these numbers will increase 60 percent by
2020 if Arab states don’t take measures to counter the trend.

Baroud added that around 80 percent of these traffic accidents are caused by speeding and
drivers’ disregard for traffic laws. “Even the roads in the Arab world are bleeding because of
neglect and recklessness,” he said.

According to Baroud, other factors such as road conditions and traffic lights also contribute to
road accidents in the Arab world.

Baroud noted that the Interior Ministry’s measures to make roads safer have been showing signs
of success.

Since the ministry implemented the use of speed radars, the incidence of traffic accidents has
fallen by 40 percent and the number of deaths by 57 percent, Baroud said. The ministry has also
doubled the number of traffic police officers and deweloped a new traffic law, which will toughen
punishments and establish a national council for road safety.

Actress Carmen Lebbos, who will help publicize the “Decade of Action for Road Safety,” said “my

collaboration with ESCWA is because of my commitment to this issue.” Lebbos addressed

young people, asking them to respect the value of their lives and the lives of others, explaining
dailystar.com.Ib/ArticlePrint.aspx?id=1... 1/2
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Divers - Lancement du contrat de travail pour la sécurité routiére
sous le parrainage de Baroud
Tue 17/05/2011 16:10

B o g [ £ om0

ANI - L'Escwa a lancé mardi en coopération avec I'actrice Carmen
Lebbos sous le parrainage du ministre sortant de I'Intérieur Ziad Baroud
le contrat de travail pour la sécurité routiere 2011-2020 au siége des
Nations Unies a Beyrouth.

En cette occasion, M. Baroud a affirmé que plus de 30 000 victimes
meurent annuellement dans le monde arabe a cause des accidents de la
route, ce qui inflige a la région des pertes de 25 billions de dollars et ce
selon les chiffres enregistrés par le conseil des ministres arabes de
I'Intérieur. 80% des accidents sont dus a la vitesse et a la négligence
des chauffeurs des codes de la route, a-t-il déploré.

Le ministre a indiqué que la solution a cette crise serait d'obliger les
chauffeurs a modifier leur comportement qui est li€ au changement de la
culture et a 'amélioration de la sensibilisation.

Il a €également établi une similitude entre les accidents de voiture avec
les crises politiques, économiques et de sécurité dans le monde, notant
au passage le manque de planification et de programme dans ce
contexte.

M. Baroud a mis 'accent sur le travail du ministére de I'Intérieur pour
contréler I'application des codes de la route, cléturant son mot par un
appel a la coopération avec les Nations Unies et I'Escwa.

N.A.

© NNA 2011 All rights resened
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Lancement du contrat de travail pour la sécurité routiére au Liban sous le parrainage de Baroudl'Escwa a lancé
BEYROUTH | iloubnan.info / NNA - Le 18 mai 2011

mardi en coopération avec l'actrice libanaise Carmen Lebbos et sous le parrainage du ministre de ITntérieur Ziad
Baroud sortant le "contrat de travail pour Ja sécurité routiére 2011-2020" au siége des Nations Unies a Beyrouth.

A cette occasion, M. Baroud a affirmé que plus de 30 000 victimes meurent annuellement dans le monde arabe a
cause des accidents de la route, ce qui inflige & la région des pertes de 25 billions de dollars et ce selon les
chiffres enregistrés par le conseil des ministres arabes de I'Intérieur. 80% des accidents sont dus a la vitesse et a
la négligence des chauffeurs des codes de la route, a-t-il déploré.

Le ministre a indiqué que la solution a cette crise serait d'obliger les chauffeurs & modifier leur comportement qui
est li¢ au changement de la culture et a l'amélioration de la sensibilisation.

Il a également établi une similitude entre les accidents de voiture avec les crises politiques, économiques et de
sécurit¢ dans le monde, notant au passage le manque de planification et de programme dans ce contexte.

M. Baroud a mis l'accent sur le travail du ministére de I'Intérieur pour contrdler Iapplication des codes de Ia
route, cloturant son mot par un appel & la coopération avec les Nations Unies et IEscwa.
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Road safety as important as any issue in Arab world: eDailyStar
Baroud L

18 May 2011

BEIRUT: Caretaker Interior Minister Ziyad Baroud said Tuesday at a conference on road safety that “the crisis of traffic
accidents is ... as important as any other political, economic or security crisis in the Arab world.

"Baroud was speaking at the launch of the “Decade of Action for Road Safety’ project, which was created by the United
Nations General Assembly in March 2010 in an effort to save lives by encouraging road safety.

The launching ceremony took place at the U.N. House in downtown Beirut as part of the 12th session of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Transport, held by the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for West Asia from May 17-
19.

Speaking at the event, ESCWA executive secretary Rima Khalaf said that across the world, 400,000 people under the age of
25 are killed each year in traffic accidents, and millions are injured and left with permanent disabilities. According to Khalaf,
most of these accidents take place in low- and middle-income countries.

Baroud said that there are 30,000 annual traffic fatalities and 250,000 injuries in the Arab world and that, according to the
World Health Organization, these numbers will increase 60 percent by 2020 if Arab states don’t take measures to counter
the trend.

Baroud added that around 80 percent of these traffic accidents are caused by speeding and drivers’ disregard for traffic laws.
“Even the roads in the Arab world are bleeding because of neglect and recklessness,” he said.

According to Baroud, other factors such as road conditions and traffic lights also contribute to road accidents in the Arab
world.

Baroud noted that the Interior Ministry's measures to make roads safer have been showing signs of success.

Since the ministry implemented the use of speed radars, the incidence of traffic accidents has fallen by 40 percent and the
number of deaths by 57 percent, Baroud said. The ministry has also doubled the number of traffic police officers and
developed a new traffic law, which will toughen punishments and establish a national council for road safety.

Actress Carmen Lebbos, who will help publicize the “Decade of Action for Road Safety,” said “my collaboration with ESCWA
is because of my commitment to this issue.” Lebbos addressed young people, asking them to respect the value of their lives
and the lives of others, explaining that “respecting laws is part of living in a civilized culture.”

© Copyright The Daily Star 2011.

Article originally published by The Daily Star 18-May-11

Copyright © 2011 Zawya Ltd. All rights reserved. Please read our User Agreement
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