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Conference urges reviewing Arab development
atterns, creating sustainable development bodies

CAIRO: Officials and experts

partici in a meeting of
and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) called
for seizing the opportunity of
political and social changes
of the Arab Spring to roview
adopted patterns of develop-
mencwith a view wo addressing
susminable developmant chal.
ienges in the Arab region,
Participants agreed chat
falures in achieving develop-
ment is mainly attributed to
¢ountries’ evasion
of their obligations Towards
developing ones, as provided
for in internatiomal conven-
tions,
findings f the Arat Regionat
egiona
Preparatory Meeting for the

UN Conference on Sustain-
able Development (Rio +20},
which was convened at the
League of Arab Scates (LAS)
in Caire on Oct
I&-*? by ESCW in coopera-
tion with LAS and the UN En-
vironment Program (UNEF).
Participants strongly called
for enhancing existing national
cotincils for sustainable devel-
spmentand creating new ones
in countries lacking them, and
noted that such bodies need to
have robustterms of reference
and structures in order to re-
inforce their ability to imple-
ment strategies, plans and pro-
grams for sustainable develop-
ment.As for ‘green economy’,
the conferees stressed that
this fabel should not be used
1o create one exclysive vision

of development to apply in all
countries of the world.
agreed thatinlight of the global
financial crisis, the Arab reglon
cannat afford additional obli-
gations if developed countries
failed to provide adequate
funding to achieve sustainable
development.

Ar the conclusion of the
two-day meeting, participants
emphasized the need o identi-
fy and develop sustainable de-
velopment indicators to assess
achievernents and progress
made in the Arab region in this
regard and to e@xamine gaps
and means of addressing them,
They underlined the need to
focus ontechnology transferin
ways that suitconditions of the
Arab region and its develop-
mental priorities, and to focus

particularly on resetdement

They of technology and building na-

tional capacities to guarantee
its use sustainabilicy They also
agreed on the need to support
mmﬁnﬂmmm

of civil society's involvement in
developmental processes and
promoting their views at deci-
sion-making forums.
Participants induded gov-

with sustainable development,
in addition to representatives
from UN agencies, LAS spe-
cialized agencies. financial in-
stitutions, civil society, private
sector, academic institutions,
and partner organizations

responsible for implementing
projects and activives relatec

lﬂlﬂlﬂlhtUN General As
sembly detided to cormena th
UN Corference on Susmin
able Development (UNCSE
or Rio+20) in 2012 in Rio d
Janeire, Brazil, from 4 to 6 Jur
201 2.This dave marks 20 year
since the adoption of Agend:
2| at the UN Conferance ot
Environment  and
ment, held in Rio de Janeirc
in June 1992. I also comes |{
years after the World Summi
on Susminable Developmen
which was convened in johan
nesburg, South Africa, in 200
and resulted in the adoption o
the johannesburg Plan of Imple
mentation. —Daify News Egypt
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Business Resources Ministry took part in the Arab regional preparatory meeting for the United

Nation Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) that was held in Cairo. Create new account
Sports The meeting discussed the role of the Arab region and its effective contribution in the Request new password
E tu """""""""""""""""""""" Rio+20 and following up of the joint statement that was drafted in the workshop held
eatures

in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia about the institutional frame of the sustainable development
in the Arab world for renewing the political commitment in achievement of the
sustainable development and evaluation of the progress realised in reality and the
rifts that hinder the implementation of the recommendations of the work sustainable
development summits, as well as confronting the new and emerging challenges.

The preparatory meeting also aimed at giving the opportunity to the national,
regional and international sustainable development institutions to present their
experiences in the field of the sustainable development, the recommendations and
i i the proposals to be discussed by the participating countries that would be raised to
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20).

The meeting discussed several themes including the determination of a clear position
towards the world environment management, specifying the required and proposed
reforms for facing the renewed challenges confronting the sustainable development.
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