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e KUNA: SCPD touts Kuwait's efforts to achieve sustainable development
goals
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OpEd by Mohamed Ali Alhakim

e The Daily Star: The ‘common good’ needs more currency in the Arab
region -
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e The Peninsula: Qatar calls for dialogue to resolve regional crisis
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KUNA:
SCPD touts Kuwalit's efforts to achieve sustainable development goals
24/04/2018

BEIRUT, April 24 (KUNA) -- Secretary General of Kuwait's Supreme Council for Planning and
Development (SCPD) Khaled Mahdi touted Kuwait's moves to materialize the 17 UN sustainable
development goals (SDGs) of 2030.

Kuwait has formed the permanent national steering committee to implement the 2030 SDGs
agenda headed by the General Secretariat of the Supreme Planning Council, Mahdi said in a
speech at the opening session of the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development (AFSD) in Beirut
Tuesday.

He pointed out that steering committee was working in cooperation with the Central
Administration of Statistics and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to achieve the goals.

The committee had prepared lists of the 17 sustainable development goals and their indicators
and distributed them to the ministers, he said.

He added that the state development plan had been modified to cope with the UN SDGs
agenda.

Mahdi unveiled that the several measures were taken to accelerate the Kuwait's national
development plan known as Kuwait 2035.

A national observatory was formed by the General Secretariat of the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development to ensure that the state development plans were in line with the UN
SDGs, he stated.

Moreover, the government's priorities for the coming 15th legislative term were set in
accordance with SDGs, he said.

The three-day annual Arab Forum for Sustainable Development (AFSD) is organized by the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

This year's meeting would focus on "Natural Resources, Future Generations, and the Common
Good." The event brings together over 250 representatives from government, civil society, the
private sector, international and regional organizations, and youth in a space dedicated to
fostering a culture of knowledge exchange and a spirit of collaboration and dialogue.

The AFSD is the primary regional mechanism for the follow up and review of the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the Arab region.

This regional Forum is also relevant at the global level; its outcome gives voice to the region at
the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development. (end) ayb.ibi
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Gulf Times:
Call for constructive talks to resolve regional crisis
April 24 2018

The Arab Forum for Sustainable Development 2018 organised by the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), started on Tuesday under the theme
“Natural Resources, Future Generations, and the Common Good,” and lasts for three days.

Qatar is participating in the forum with a delegation led by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Secretary-General Dr Ahmed bin Hassan al-Hammadi.

In a session entitled the Implementation of the 2030 plan: the Arab countries' perspective on
integrated development planning and transformational change,” al-Hammadi stressed in his
speech that the issues of sustainable development in all countries of the region have a high
priority and special attention by the governments and communities of the Arab world, as they
represent a fundamental challenge to the future of the region and its progress and development.

He emphasised that without achieving the desired progress in sustainable development goals and
objectives, it will be impossible to achieve a better life for Arab societies, which have been
plagued by major social tensions, some of which reached the point of armed conflict, and the
dismantling of state institutions and structures, as well as tearing apart its social fabric, which
represents a serious threat to the entire development process and a halt to its tracks, in addition to
destroying the gains made by these societies in the areas of development.

Al-Hammadi added that stability, civil peace, and social security are the main pillars that provide
the environment for development and progress in its tracks, and without these pillars, it will be
impossible to achieve and establish the goals of development. “Therefore, Qatar urgently calls
for constructive dialogue among the various social and political forces to resolve the crises in the
region and the wars taking place in order to find the appropriate ground for progress in achieving
development, which is a decisive factor in achieving stability and civil peace,” he added.

Secretary General Al-Hammadi said that since the launch of sustainable development goals on
September 25, 2015, Qatar has made an active contribution to achieving these goals in the region
as a whole.

He pointed out that the Doha Declaration marked the way forward towards achieving the
sustainable development goals. “Qatar remains committed in principle to advance these goals at
the national, regional and international levels.”

The secretary general stressed the importance of partnerships for development since without
generous support for development programmes it would be very difficult for a number of
societies to achieve the desired progress.

He said that Qatar has fulfilled all its commitments of the 17th goal of the Sustainable
Development Goals, and has voluntarily established massive partnerships with a large number of
least developed countries through programmes in the fields of education, health, employment
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and humanitarian assistance, whereas this assistance met the needs of 17mn children in the fields
of education and health.

He added that Qatar is in the process of developing other development programmes to support
the least developed countries, especially in the fields of environment and infrastructure, thus
providing them with the capacity to make progress in the sustainable development goals.

Al-hammadi said that Qatar has achieved a great progress in development fields in the last two
decades, which has made it move from middle performing countries on the human development
index to advanced states. “It is also ranked first among the Arab countries”, he said, pointing to
Qatar's work through its 2030 strategy and operational plans, especially the recent 2017-2022
plan launched by His Highness the Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani earlier this year, to
achieve the goals and objectives of sustainable development before 2022.

He said that Qatar is deeply aware that sustainable development requires the diversification of
economic resources. This is reflected in the fact that the Qatari economy is the fastest growing
among the countries of the region, he said, adding "We are currently working in spite of the
crisis in the region to increase growth through diversification of the economy and to invest it
better to achieve progress in all areas of development and to improve the quality of human well-
being in Qatar".

In his address at the opening of the forum, Under-Secretary General of the UN and Executive
Secretary of (ESCWA) Mohamed Ali Al Hakim said that the objective of the annual forum is to
map out development issues in Arab countries and stimulate cooperation among the countries of
the region, in addition to supporting the development process in the Arab world in line with the
objectives of the 2030 Sustainable Development Plan of the ESCWA.
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The Daily Star:
Arab Forum for Sustainable Development opens
Apr. 24,2018

On Tuesday, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, the United Nations’
regional arm that supports Arab countries in reaching crucial development goals, is welcoming a
record number of participants at its headquarters in Beirut for its annual Arab Forum for
Sustainable Development. Under the patronage of Lebanon’s Prime Minister Saad Hariri, over
250 representatives from government, civil society, the private sector, international and regional
organizations and youth will come together in a space dedicated to fostering a culture of
knowledge exchange and a spirit of collaboration and dialogue.

“As Arab countries move forward with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, it is time
for us to acknowledge that we cannot go on as we have before,” the Executive Secretary of
ESCWA Mohamed Ali Alhakim said, warning that severe water shortages, effects of climate
change and desertification, depleting oil reserves and barriers to renewable energy are all a call
for the region to think differently.

“We need a new approach to the way we manage and use our natural resources,” he continued.
“We need to acknowledge that what is good for the planet is good for our people. We need
sustainable development for the common good.”

While there are many pressing issues to tackle especially given recent diplomatic escalations that
fuel economic and social instability, AFSD 2018 opted to bring the links between natural
resources and the common good as central issues to intergenerational justice to the forefront of
the deliberations. The focus is also aligned with global discussions that will take place in July at
the High-level Political Forum in New York.

This year’s theme: Natural Resources, Future Generations, and the Common Good is challenging
the Forum’s main constituents, those in charge of horizontal development planning in Arab
countries, to use the term “integrated sustainable development” not as a buzz word but to impart
to it a sense of urgency and more importantly ethics.

“What appears as the right thing to do now is not necessarily right for the future,” Alhakim
stressed. “Our way of thinking on how to use our environment and available resources has been
adulterated, leading to policies that barely serve our current needs much less those of our
children and grandchildren. Current practices are environmentally, and in many ways
economically untenable and they are, fundamentally, unjust to those less advantaged today as
well as to future generations.”

The three-day forum (April 24-26) will kick off with a segment dedicated to national experiences
with a focus on voluntary national reviews. Participants will share experiences and lessons
learned on countries’ response to the 2030 Agenda in terms of alignment and integration of
policies, measurement systems, multistakeholder engagement and means of implementation.
This segment also sets the scene through discussions on where the region stands in the third year
of the 2030 Agenda.
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This panel is one of nine panel discussions and a number of special sessions which include: Arab
Civil Society Platform; Water and Sustainable Development Goals: an Arab perspective;
Mainstreaming Gender’s Equality and Women’s Empowerment; Youth and the transformation
towards sustainable Arab societies; Environment and Natural Resources; “Leaving No One
Behind”; and Sustainable Energy.

Mohamed Ali Alhakim (Ph.D.) is under-secretary-general of the United Nations and executive

secretary of the Beirut-based Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. The opinions
expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ESCWA.
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MAP :
Enquétes statistiques: L’ESCWA appelle le HCP a apporter son appui technique

aux pays arabes
Mardi, 24 avril, 2018

Rabat — Une délégation d’experts de la Commission économique et sociale des Nations Unies
pour 1’Asie Occidentale (ESCWA) a exprimé récemment son souhait de voir le Haut
Commissariat au Plan (HCP) apporter son appui technique aux pays arabes notamment dans les
domaines des enquétes statistiques et de la comptabilité nationale, et ce dans le cadre de ses
activités statistiques dans la région.


http://www.mapexpress.ma/actualite/economie-et-finance/enquetes-statistiques-lescwa-appelle-le-hcp-a-apporter-son-appui-technique-aux-pays-arabes/
http://www.mapexpress.ma/actualite/economie-et-finance/enquetes-statistiques-lescwa-appelle-le-hcp-a-apporter-son-appui-technique-aux-pays-arabes/
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OpEd by Mohamed Ali Alhakim

The Daily Star:
The ‘common good’ needs more currency in the Arab region
Apr. 25, 2018

Natural resources, their extraction and management, is tightly linked to development efforts in
the Arab region. As Arab countries move forward with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, it is time for us to acknowledge that we cannot go on as we have before. Severe
water shortages, effects of climate change and desertification, depleting oil reserves, barriers to
renewable energy, are all a call for us to think differently.

We need a new approach to the way we manage and use our natural resources. We need to

acknowledge that what is good for the planet is good for our people. We need sustainable
development for the common good.
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This week, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, the United Nations’ regional
arm that supports Arab countries in reaching crucial development goals, is welcoming a record
number of participants at its headquarters in Beirut for its annual Arab Forum for Sustainable
Development.

Under the patronage of Lebanon’s Prime Minister Saad Hariri, over 250 representatives from
government, civil society, the private sector, international and regional organizations and youth
will come together in a space dedicated to fostering a culture of knowledge exchange and a spirit
of collaboration and dialogue.

The Arab Forum will serve as a key platform to raise red flags on issues that can no longer be
addressed as “business as usual” if we want to deliver on the promises made in the 2030 agenda,
which was adopted unanimously in 2015 by all U.N. Member States.

Together, it is our responsibility to meet the expectations of our generation and those to come.
While there are many pressing issues to tackle especially given recent diplomatic escalations that
fuel economic and social instability, AFSD 2018 opted to bring the links between natural
resources and the common good as central issues to intergenerational justice to the forefront of
the deliberations.

The focus is also aligned with global discussions that will take place in July at the High-level
Political Forum in New York.

This year’s theme: Natural Resources, Future Generations and the Common Good is challenging
the forum’s main constituents, those in charge of horizontal development planning in Arab
countries, to use the term “integrated sustainable development™ not as a hollow buzz word but to
impart to it a sense of urgency and more importantly ethics.

What appears as the right thing to do now is not necessarily right for the future.

Our way of thinking on how to use our environment and available resources has been
adulterated, leading to policies that barely serve our current needs much less those of our
children and grandchildren. Current practices are environmentally, and in many ways
economically untenable and they are, fundamentally, unjust to those less advantaged today as
well as to future generations.

The AFSD is the regional platform to rally our governments, as well as non-governmental
stakeholders, to this transformational shift in perspective and to the realization that so-called
traditionally “environmental” issues are based on social, economic, political and cultural
development challenges.

Transformative change is indeed a collective responsibility. Governments need to start viewing

natural resources as public goods for present and future generations and environmental concerns
not as sector-specific but squarely within their purview and central to an integrated approach.
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At the same time, non-governmental stakeholders’ responsibility lies in advocating for an
approach that engages all stakeholders, and in facilitating a coherent regional position, built
around key principles for success in the transformative shift to sustainable and resilient societies.

I hope that the reflections brought to light through the discussions in the AFSD 2018 will serve
as an entry point to rights-based development, social justice, inclusion, and the idea of the
“common good,” a concept which appears to have presently little currency in our region. Any
new approach adopted must not only differ in technical terms through improved management of
natural resources that takes into consideration environmental and economic implications. It must
also apply different methods politically, socially, culturally and ethically.

Mohamed Ali Alhakim (Ph.D.) is under-secretary-general of the United Nations and executive

secretary of the Beirut-based Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia. The opinions
expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of ESCWA.
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The Peninsula:
Qatar calls for dialogue to resolve regional crisis
25 Apr 2018

Beirut: Secretary-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs H E Dr Ahmed bin Hassan Al
Hammadi has that stability, civil peace, and social security are the main pillars that provide the
environment for development and progress in its tracks, and without these pillars, it will be
impossible to achieve and establish the goals of development.

“Therefore, the State of Qatar urgently calls for constructive dialogue among the various social
and political forces to resolve the crises in the region and the wars taking place in order to find
the appropriate ground for progress in achieving development, which is a decisive factor in
achieving stability and civil peace,” he added.

He was delivering a speech at the three-day Arab Forum for Sustainable Development 2018
organised by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA),
under the theme of Natural Resources, Future Generations, and the Common Good.

In a session entitled the implementation of the 2030 plan: the Arab countries’ perspective on
integrated development planning and transformational change, Dr Al Hammadi stressed in his
speech that the issues of sustainable development in all countries of the region have a high
priority and special attention by the governments and communities of the Arab world, as they
represent a fundamental challenge to the future of the region and its progress and development.

He emphasized that without achieving the desired progress in sustainable development goals and
objectives, it will be impossible to achieve a better life for Arab societies, which have been
plagued by major social tensions, some of which reached the point of armed conflict, and the
dismantling of state institutions and structures.

Dr Al Hammadi said that since the launch of sustainable development goals on September 25,
2015, the State of Qatar has made an active contribution to achieving these goals in the region as
a whole. He pointed out that the Doha Declaration marked the way forward towards achieving
the sustainable development goals.

He said that the State of Qatar has fulfilled all its commitments of the 17th goal of the

sustainable development goals, and has voluntarily established massive partnerships with a large
number of least developed countries through specific programs in the fields of education, health,
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employment and humanitarian assistance, whereas this assistance met the needs of 17 million
children in the fields of education and health.

The Secretary-General of the Foreign Ministry said that Qatar has achieved a great progress in
development fields in the last two decades, which has made it move from middle performing
countries on the human development index to advanced states.

It is also ranked first among the Arab countries, he said, pointing to Qatar’s work through its
2030 strategy and operational plans, especially the recent 2017-2022 plan launched by Emir HH
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani earlier this year, to achieve the goals and objectives of
sustainable development before 2022. He thanked the Lebanese Republic for sponsoring the fifth
session of the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development.

In his address at the opening of the forum, UN Under-Secretary General of the United Nations
and Executive Secretary of (ESCWA) Mohamed Ali Al Hakim said that the objective of the
annual forum is to map out development issues in Arab countries and stimulate cooperation
among the countries of the region, in addition to supporting the development process in the Arab
world in line with the objectives of the 2030 Sustainable Development Plan of the ESCWA.
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