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Regional Commissions Must be Strengthened to Better Assist with Implementing
Sustainable Development Agenda, Speakers Say in Second Committee (UN.ORG)
26 OCTOBER 2018

Underscoring the need to bolster regional commissions in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals, speakers focused on areas ranging from trade and
transport to the environment and natural hazards, as the Second Committee
(Economic and Financial) met with those bodies today.

Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Europe
(ECE), noted that her organization hosts the TIR Convention, a multilateral treaty
with 74 parties and 34,000 companies that cuts transport time by up to 80 per cent
and costs by up to 39 per cent. Digitalization of transport is critical to the efficient
movement of goods, with “intelligent transport” expected to lower costs and time,
she said.

She also emphasized a preventive approach to reduce accidents and hazards,
stating that that Commission provides environmental assessments to analyse risks
and consider alternatives for sounder decisions. Issues including aging power
plants in the region pose a challenge going forward, she said, urging ECE help
parties reduce risk and explore opportunities.

Also addressing hazards, Mounir Tabet, Executive Secretary of the Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), noted that droughts, earthquakes,
floods and storms affected more than 37 million people from 1989 to 2008.
Confronting those challenges, ESCWA has provided support to establish/update
historical disaster losses databases for six Arab States and capacity development
for them to address sand and dust storms.

On regional trade, Vera Songwe, Executive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), said it has strongly supported the African
Continental Free Trade Agreement. Estimates suggest that tariff elimination on
goods under the Agreement could increase the share of intra-African trade from 40
per cent to over 50 per cent, she said.
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The trade increase would be larger if liberalization in services and non-tariff
barriers were to be tackled within Africa, she added. In 2015, African countries
spent about $63 billion on food imports, largely from outside the continent, while
intra-African trade in agricultural products under the Agreement could be between
20 and 30 per cent higher in 2040.

During an ensuing discussion, speakers stressed that regional commissions must be
strengthened, considering their key role in boosting implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. Egypt’s delegate, speaking on behalf of the
“Group of 77 developing countries and China, pointed to their support in building
and strengthening national capacities through integrated policy advice, normative
support and technical capacity.

Romania’s representative highlighted the role of ECE in bringing stakeholders
together, calling for a dialogue on connectivity beyond the strict limits of transport
and logistics infrastructure to focus on links between production sectors, banking
and investment institutions. While urging regional commissions to cooperate in
resolving such economic obstacles, the Russian Federation’s delegate noted that
their burdens have become heavier and tasks more onerous, stressing the need to
meet their staffing and funding needs.

An additional presentation was made by Alicia Barcena, Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

Also speaking were the representatives of Paraguay, Republic of Korea, Bhutan,
China, Thailand, Cabo Verde, Mexico, Iran, Belarus, Indonesia, Kazakhstan,
Ethiopia, Chile and Nigeria.

The Committee will meet again on Tuesday, 6 November to introduce and take
action on draft resolutions.

Regional Commissions

ALICIA BARCENA, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), moderating the meeting, noted that the
global economy is growing increasingly complex in an uncertain world. Regional
integration is progressing differently in each region, but similarities exist in trade
and other sectors. Growing inequalities are among the major problems, with each
region working on a different front to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
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VERA SONGWE, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA), said the continent’s growth is expected to decline slightly to 3.6 per cent in
2018, with East Africa achieving the highest growth. The lowest growth is
expected in Southern Africa, which has suffered from commodity price shocks.
She also noted that the savings/investment gap is widening, with domestic savings
low and fewer resources available for investments, sparking a need for more
foreign capital. However, oil prices have almost doubled over the past few years,
so the economies of oil-producing countries are preforming at a higher level.

Total debt, external debt and debt service are on the rise again, up to 54 per cent of
gross domestic product (GDP) in some cases, making it difficult to raise financing
for the Sustainable Development Goals, she said. On trade, she noted that Africa
trades less with itself, compared with other regions. It trades with itself more on
manufactured goods and increasingly on services than on primary commodities.

The ECA has been and will continue to be strongly engaged in the African
Continental Free Trade Agreement processes, she said. It is estimated that tariff
elimination on goods under the Agreement could increase the share of
intra-African trade from 40 per cent to over 50 per cent. The increase would be
much larger if liberalization of trade in services and non-tariff barriers were to be
tackled within Africa. In 2015, African countries spent about $63 billion on food
imports, largely from outside the continent. The ECA projects that under the
Agreement, intra-African trade in agricultural products will be between 20 and 30
per cent higher in 2040.

OLGA ALGAYEROVA, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for
Europe (ECE), addressed transboundary issues and their importance in her region.
Natural hazards and pollution are particular challenges, while solutions include
infrastructure networks and improved connectivity. Ultimately, she stated
objectives including better water management are key to advancing the Sustainable
Development Goals. ECE provides the regulatory backbone for transport networks
and facilitates border crossings, hosting the TIR Convention, a multilateral treaty
with 74 parties and 34,000 companies that cuts transport time by up to 80 per cent
and costs by up to 39 per cent. She noted that digitalization of transport is critical
to the efficient movement of goods, with “intelligent transport” expected to lower
costs and time.

Turning to the multilateral issue of air pollution, she stated it is responsible for the
deaths of 400,000 Europeans annually and reduces life expectancy in some regions
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by 12 months. The Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution has
reduced emissions by 40 to 80 per cent since 1990. “Disasters don’t respect
national borders”, she said, noting most disasters are water-related, including
flooding costing €400 billion between 1980 and 2013. The Water Convention,
which entered into force in 1996, not only addresses pollution and disaster but
offers opportunities for economic growth. She further noted that a preventive
approach can reduce industrial accidents and consequences. ECE also provides
environmental assessments to analyse risks and hazards and consider alternatives
for sounder decisions. Issues including aging power plants in the region pose a
challenge going forward, she said, demanding that ECE help parties reduce risk
and explore opportunities.

KAVEH ZAHEDI, Deputy Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), addressed regional integration and
cooperation. While his region is responsible for 40 per cent of global GDP, it also
still suffers from poverty. Still, there has been progress, with rates reduced from
46 to 10 per cent over recent decades and over 1 billion people lifted out of
poverty. The Asia-Pacific region is a hub for global supply chains, however
ESCAP analysis reveals it is not on track to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals, reaching only one on educational access. He noted the region has been hit
hard by climate change, with disasters outpacing resilience. In economic terms,
inequality has widened during a period of growth, increasing in 40 per cent of
countries. He also noted an inequality of impact, with the region five times more
likely to be affected by disaster than any other. Greater integration and
cooperation are the solution to putting the region back on track for sustainable
development.

Citing stand-out issues including the inequality of wealth and access to vital
resources, environmental degradation and the new gap of the digital divide, he
stated ESCAP is developing toolboxes to address issues and accelerate
development. The Commission is prioritizing intergovernmental communication
and consensus-building and points to such developments as the
China-Mongolia-Russian Federation Intergovernmental Agreement on
International Road Transport, the Roadmap on Energy Connectivity and the
Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway in accelerating progress towards
sustainable development. Technical support and capacity-building help harmonize
progress and address transboundary issues like disasters and air pollution,
repositioning ESCAP to achieve the 2030 Agenda.
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MOUNIR TABET, Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA), outlined challenges in his region. On climate change,
he said the region contributes less than 5 per cent of global greenhouse emissions,
but it is expected to reach the highest increase in average temperature. This
threatens water-dependent and weather-sensitive sectors such as agriculture,
ecosystems, cities and human health. The most vulnerable are the least developed
countries, especially the southern rim of the region stretching from southern
Mauritania to southern Sudan, Somalia and Yemen.

As for disaster risk reduction challenges, he said the Arab region is among the
most vulnerable to the impact of climate change, with disasters having
transboundary consequences. From 1980 to 2008, droughts, earthquakes, floods
and storms affected more than 37 million people. From 1971 to 2013, economic
damage from these events was estimated at more than $19.8 billion. Some 83 per
cent of all economic losses due to weather-related hazards are caused by floods. In
addressing these problems, ESCWA has provided support to establish/update
historical disaster losses databases for six Arab States and capacity development
for Arab States to address sand and dust storms.

On sustainable energy use and management, he said the regional market for
electricity, energy products and trade in the fields of energy within the Arab region
is limited, with electricity disruptions impacting and frustrating other development.
Addressing these issues, ESCWA is providing technical support on formulation of
policies that foster development and strengthen clean energy value chains.

Turning to economic integration, he said low intra-Arab trade volume in goods
registered between 6 and 12 per cent of the region’s total trade from 2000-2016,
compared with 50 per cent for the European Union and 23 per cent for Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

As for migration, he said the Arab region hosted over 38 million migrants in 2017,
representing 14.8 per cent of global migrants. In 2017, the number of refugees and
persons in refugee-like situations in the region was close to 8.7 million, while 16.4
million were internally displaced. Conflict prevention challenges include
insufficient social cohesion, justice and inclusivity as well as frustrated youth
expectations for decent jobs and a safe and secure future. Others are economic
stagnation, inequality and vulnerability to economic and price shocks.

Ms. BARCENA noted migration is a major issue in her region. Growing trade
tensions are also a problem, with issues between the United States and China
affecting ECLAC countries across the board. South-North migration is triggered
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not only by inequality but also climate change. She noted that although 70 million
have been lifted out of poverty in the last decade, the issue remains prominent.
Digital platforms are unfortunately concentrated in only two or three countries, and
while States provide data, only a few companies aggregate it and profit from it.
Stating that 2017 was very difficult and that the world has changed “brutally” since
2015, she noted growing inequality favours very few actors and is a source of
anger among the disenfranchised.

In the region, she said, the change of economic cycle features capital outflows,
making it time for ECLAC to focus on regional cooperation, including
intraregional trade and climate change. The region must combat tax avoidance and
illicit funds and close gaps on innovation and technology. She cited exports within
the region as one key to improving economies, given exports to Europe and
elsewhere are basically raw materials including food or minerals, while
intraregional trade develops manufacturing. Lithium is a key commodity for
electric cars and, as a dominant supplier of that metal, the region has the potential
for considerable future development. She noted the region is improving
integration across multiple platforms, including in technology and biodiversity.
One source of financing is tapping into an estimated $340 billion in tax evasion,
representing 6.7 per cent of GDP. The region must cooperate to alleviate public
debt, while Central America offers a model for energy integration. Turning to the
digital realm, she said the region must move towards 5G networks if it is to
participate in the future economy. The region must rethink development, policy
and technology with an overwhelming accent on equality. She presented several
pillars for cooperation including dialogue across the region and between
Government, business and citizens.

Statements

MOHAMED OMAR MOHAMED GAD (Egypt), speaking on behalf of the
“Group of 77 developing countries and China, said the key role of regional
commissions in supporting implementation of the 2030 Agenda must be preserved
and strengthened. Their existing functions should be enhanced, along with their
role as crucial platforms for intergovernmental cooperation and regional
integration. He further stressed the need to enhance collaboration between United
Nations country teams, regional coordinators and regional bodies to maximize their
support for implementation of the Agenda. He also noted that follow-up and
review processes related to implementation of the Agenda are enhanced by the role
of regional commissions in providing data and statistics needed to ensure
implementation.
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He emphasized that the functions of regional commissions should continue to go
well beyond the role of “think tanks and the support they provide to regional
coordinators and United Nations country teams. He pointed to the crucial role of
regional commissions in supporting the building, development and strengthening
of national capacities, including through providing meaningful assistance directly
to national Governments, as well as integrated policy advice, normative support
and technical capacity.

DMITRY S. CHUMAKOYV (Russian Federation) said the regional commissions
should cooperate in resolving economic obstacles in implementing the 2030
Agenda. They should be seen as a valuable multilateral platform in solving vital
issues in sustainable development. The role and place of the commissions in
repositioning of the United Nations development system must be decided by
Member States themselves. Adding that his country is a major donor in ECE and
ESCAP, he said these commissions have real potential for implementing and
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. However, since heavier burdens
are being placed on them and more tasks allocated, their staffing and funding needs
should be met. The expertise of the commissions at the country level can be used
for promoting innovative means of implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

ALBERTO ESTEBAN CABALLERO GENNARI (Paraguay), speaking on behalf
of the Group of Landlocked Developing Countries, welcomed the
“comprehensive” reports and highlighted the importance of broad implementation
of the Vienna Programme of Action, asking for fundamental support from the
regional commissions.

CRISTINA MARIA ALINA POPESCU (Romania) addressed the environmental
elements of the 2030 Agenda, highlighting management of transboundary water
management as key to preventing industrial accidents. Noting that sustainable
development affects all aspects of society, she called for dialogue to focus on
connectivity beyond the strict limits of necessary transport and logistics
infrastructure to include links between production sectors, banking and investment
institutions. She spotlighted the role of ECE in bringing together stakeholders.

PARK CHULL-JOO (Republic of Korea), noted the 2030 Agenda can only be
realized through the coordination among countries and regions. The commissions
have made a significant contribution in fostering dialogue and ensuring no one is
left behind. He made special mention of the role of ESCAP in various sectors
including information and communications technology (ICT), disaster risk
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reduction, the environment, statistics, transport and energy. As the largest donor
country to ESCAP, his Government reaffirms regional and subregional cooperation
as key to sustainable development.

DOMA TSHERING (Bhutan), associating herself with the Group of 77, said her
country recognizes the importance of the regional dimension. The regional
commissions play a vital role in follow-up processes and capacity as well as
knowledge sharing in efforts to achieve sustainable development. As
intergovernmental platforms, they have been valuable in supporting
implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the national level.

Mr. XU (China) said regional commissions are important platforms in drawing up
economic policies, development plans and environmental protection strategies.
They are valuable in strengthening economic and trade integration and building a
favourable international environment for development. Reforming the economic
commissions is an important part of repositioning the United Nations development
system. The commissions are instrumental in promoting cooperation in economic
integration and capacity development.

SUPARK PRONGTHURA (Thailand), associating himself with the Group of 77,
cited the role of ESCAP in providing capacity-building to countries of the region
according to their needs and priorities. The regional commissions play a key role
in addressing poverty reduction, inequality, connectivity, migration, climate
change and disaster risk reduction. However, he said ESCAP must also focus on
the importance of a region-by-region approach. Cooperation between the regional
commissions can deepen implementation of sustainable development, and regular
engagement and dialogue between the commission would lend to sharing best
practices and building partnerships.

JOSE LUIS FIALHO ROCHA (Cabo Verde), associating himself with the Group
of 77, noted Africa as a whole does not feature enough growth, with little savings
and too much debt. He asked how ECA can assist countries in Africa to achieve
the 2030 Agenda at the national level and provide them with the tools. In African
regional integration, he said too much hope is placed in the African Continental
Free Trade Agreement despite a mix of positive and negative trends. African small
island developing States do not have a coordinated body as in other regional
commissions. Given most African countries have coastlines, he asked how ECA
can help them build blue economies.
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JUAN SANDOVAL MENDIOLEA (Mexico) said his region has been cooperating
with ECLAC for 70 years. The Commission is more than a “think tank”, but a
regional forum to evaluate progress in achieving sustainable development. He
stressed the Commission should be dealing with issues related to migration and
technology, adding that science, technology and innovation are valuable tools in
attaining the Sustainable Development Goals.

Mr. HAJILARI (Iran) said accurate and realistic planning is needed and the 2030
Agenda should be part of the activities carried out by regional commissions. He
noted that his region is among the most disaster-prone in the world, especially as
concerns sand and dust storms, which requires a multi-country coordinated action.

Mr. SHUMSKI (Belarus) noted his country is very involved in ECE and
appreciated the open dialogue the Commission fostered. Regional integration is
important to the economic and political picture of the world and the 2030 Agenda.
His country is part of two major economic blocs and focuses on integration.
Regional commissions must look long-term towards building a new and better
world and should prioritize synergy and simplifying the participation of States in
their activities, especially regulating international trade.

RIO BUDI RAHMANTO (Indonesia), associating himself with the Group of 77,
noted his State still faces poverty, health and water issues, inequality and climate
change which can reverse development gains. He cited involvement by ESCAP in
helping countries work towards sustainable development, and the key role of the
Commissions in promoting integration and synergy at the regional and subregional
level. He asked how the commissions envisage aligning themselves with the
repositioning of the United Nations system.

ARMAN ISSETOV (Kazakhstan), referring to a convention his country is
chairing, said his nation reiterates its proposal to host the convention secretariat in
a new building. The secretariat’s mandate would include three pillars —
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, implementation of the
Vienna Programme of Action and strengthening regional integration.

LEULSEGED TADESE ABEBE (Ethiopia), associating himself with Group of 77,
said the role of regional commissions remains crucial as the international
community continues to implement the Sustainable Development Goals.
Expressing his appreciation for ECA, he said the recent agreement on a free trade
area is an important achievement, which will increase the value of intra-African
trade.

11 o= D 5Sm¥ ) o3 ade Yl Jlaad¥) saa

J



Ms. AGUAYO (Chile), associating herself with the Group of 77, said the
commissions are key to national development, with regional platforms offering
great opportunities for sharing best practices and goals. Given the real challenges
illustrated by the multidimensionality of sustainable development, Chile promotes
the idea of development in transition, a truly inclusive notion that leaves no one
behind. Each region faces its own challenges, she said, urging regional dimensions
be strengthened in the repositioning of the United Nations development system.

SAMUEL VICTOR MAKWE (Nigeria), associating himself with the Group of 77,
noted regional cooperation is important in achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals, especially in sharing best practices. However, lack of technology and the
widening investment gap hinder Africa’s progress. Debt vulnerability affects
multiple regions, and he asked what ECA would do to help Africa in facing
challenges and joining the world in achieving the 2030 Agenda.

Responses to Comments, Questions

Ms. BARCENA said that ECLAC does not have a voice in New York and must be
heard through the United Nations. She stated each region must be looked at
differently given their different needs. The 2030 Agenda also affects all the
different ministries, and it is sometimes easier to hear from them directly. The
commissions’ platforms are universal and leave out no country. She addressed
higher costs experienced by landlocked developing countries and cited the point by
the representative of Chile on development in transition as central. Given the
abundance of middle-income countries in her region, graduating States are
excluded due to the per capita income standard. All the commissions stand ready
to discuss United Nations reform with the Chair.

Ms. SONGWE, to a query about environment cooperation, said ECA is working
with Kenya to prepare a global blue economy, with delegates from across the
world. To a question about concrete steps ECA is taking to assist countries, she
said it is working with Nigeria on diversification of its economy and supporting
economic growth and has been working with it on partnerships. During the next
three days, there will be a conference in Nigeria on what free trade will do for
business to ensure growth.

Mr. TABET underscored the importance of cooperation with other regional bodies
such as the League of Arab States and the African Development Bank. His
Commission has carried out joint initiatives with the United Nations Development
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Programme (UNDP) and other agencies relating to national as well as regional
issues. It is also assisting countries in conflict with their recovery and
reconstruction efforts in regaining the path to sustainable development.
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Palestine solidarity at the crossroads (Redress online)
8th November 2018

New strategy and hard-nosed determination are needed. But where is the unity and
leadership?

By Stuart Littlewood

Last week we saw how Baroness Jenny Tonge was cruelly maligned in the House
of Lords by Lords Pickles and Polak. Pickles invited the minister and the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign (PSC) to join him in condemning Baroness Tonge for
“suggesting that the murders in Pittsburgh were caused by the actions of the Israeli
government”. He accused her of causing “great pain in Pittsburgh” and (horror of
horrors) falling foul of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA)
definition of anti-Semitism.

Jewish News reported that Pickles and Polak, both high-ranking figures in the
Israel lobby, slammed her “callous inflammatory” remarks which, they claimed,
were “in clear violation of the IHRA definition of anti-Semitism adopted by the
UK government. For a Member of the House of Lords to publish such hateful
thoughts brings Parliament into disrepute,” he added. Polak, according to this
report in The Guardian, appears to work pretty much full-time for Israel and has
abused the privilege of peerage. Many might think that brings the British
Parliament into far greater disrepute.

So what did Baroness Jenny say on her Facebook page to warrant such a nasty
personal attack? “Absolutely appalling and a criminal act, but does it ever occur to
Bibi [Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu] and the present Israeli
government that its actions against Palestinians may be re-igniting anti-Semitism?
I suppose someone will say that it is anti-Semitic to say so?”

The PSC issued a statement complaining she “suggested Israel’s policies and its
treatment of the Palestinians could be contributing to a rise in anti-Semitism
generally” and the PSC regarded her post as “deeply troubling... and risked being
read as implying that anti-Semitism can only be understood in the context of a
response to Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. Such a view risks justifying or
minimising anti-Semitism.”

As if their snottiness towards one of its founders and patrons wasn’t enough, the
PSC told Jewish News they were considering “further steps”. Baroness Toinge is a
founder and long-time member of the PSC and a courageous fighter for Palestinian
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rights. At that point, given the PSC management’s uncalled-for hostility, she
thought it best to spare her many friends embarrassment and resign.

Now a petition is being put to the PSC by members expressing outrage that instead
of defending her the PSC’s Executive joined in the Zio attacks. It insists that
nothing she said was anti-Semitic, adding that “it is perfectly reasonable to link
Israel’s murderous behaviour with attacks on Jews”. It calls for the Executive to
apologise and ask Jenny to reconsider her decision to resign.

But would she? Jenny Tonge might do better hitching her wagon to a re-
invigorated, turbocharged Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, at
least until the PSC is purged of its head office idiots.

“The Inquisition rules”

Two weeks earlier the Jewish Chronicle and the British Medical Journal reported
another craven act against the Baroness, this time by the Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine, which withdrew its invitation to Baroness Tonge to be a
panellist at a meeting on maternal health. The reason? Because of “very recent
media reports and allegations of anti-Semitic sentiment which are contradictory to
our organisational ethos, and which we do not feel are complementary to this
event.” What sort of organisational ethos confuses anti-Semitism with maternal
health issues in developing countries?

Baroness Tonge said:

I was un-invited after complaints from an unknown source, claiming that my
presence would disrupt the meeting. [ was not allowed to know who the
complainant was... How they thought I could bring criticism of the government of
Israel into maternal health I do not know.

Criticise the Israeli government and you are excluded from other things too. The
Inquisition rules.

The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine subsequently told the BMJ: “There
was external concern that a successful debate... would be sidetracked by public
questions related to the extensive anti-Semitic issues linked to the Labour Party
that were dominating the UK media at the time of the event.”

Feeble excuse. It doesn’t say much for whoever chairs their meetings if they
cannot stop the discussion from being sidetracked and going off-topic.
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How many anti-Semitism claims have a legal basis?

Hugh Tomlinson QC recently warned that if a public authority did decide to adopt
the IHRA definition (though it wasn’t obliged to) then it must interpret it in a way
that’s consistent with its statutory obligations and doesn’t cut across the European
Convention on Human Rights, which provides for freedom of expression and
freedom of assembly. Freedom of expression applies not only to information and
ideas that are favourably received or regarded as inoffensive, but also to those that
“offend, shock or disturb the state or any sector of the population”. Unless, of
course, they amount to a call for violence, hatred or intolerance.

A further obligation put on public authorities is “to create a favourable
environment for participation in public debates for all concerned, allowing them to
express their opinions and ideas without fear, even if these opinions and ideas are
contrary to those defended by the official authorities or by a large part of public
opinion, or even if those opinions and ideas are irritating or offensive to the
public”. A public authority seeking to apply the IHRA definition to prohibit or
punish such expressions “would be acting unlawfully”.

Pickles and Polak should remember this next time they rise to speak in the House
of Lords or anywhere else.

Retired Lord Justice of Appeal Sir Stephen Sedley pointed out that the 1986
Education Act established an individual right of free expression in all higher
education institutions “which cannot be cut back by governmental policies”. He
called for the government to retreat from its “naively adopted” stance.

So, according to top legal opinion the IHRA definition does not make calling Israel
an apartheid state or advocating boycott, divestment or sanctions (BDS) against
Israel anti-Semitic. Also, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
includes “the freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”.

As for the ghastly truth about Israel on top of all the other evidence, the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) produced a
report establishing that Israel, beyond a shadow of a doubt, is a thoroughly vile
apartheid regime. Such was the fuss kicked up when it appeared that it has been
withdrawn from UN websites.

But don’t worry, you can read about it here. Among its conclusions:
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The authors urge the United Nations to implement this finding by fulfilling its
international responsibilities in relation to international law and the rights of the
Palestinian people as a matter of urgency, for two reasons.

First, the situation addressed in the report is ongoing... In the case of Israel-
Palestine, any delay compounds the crime by prolonging the subjugation of
Palestinians to the active practice of apartheid by Israel. Prompt action is
accordingly imperative....

Secondly... since the 1970s, when the international campaign to oppose apartheid
in southern Africa gathered momentum, apartheid has been considered in the
annals of the United Nations and world public opinion to be second only to
genocide in the hierarchy of criminality.

This report accordingly recommends that the international community act
immediately, without waiting for a more formal pronouncement regarding the
culpability of the State of Israel, its Government and its officials for the
commission of the crime of apartheid...

The prohibition of apartheid is considered “jus cogens” in international customary
law. States have a separate and collective duty (a) not to recognise an apartheid
regime as lawful; (b) not to aid or assist a state in maintaining an apartheid regime;
and (c) to cooperate with the United Nations and other states in bringing apartheid
regimes to an end. A state that fails to fulfil those duties could itself be held legally
responsible for engaging in wrongful acts involving complicity with maintaining
an apartheid regime.

No wonder it was hushed up.

What next?

Miko Peled, in my recent interview with him, underlined the need for activists to
shift up a gear and accelerate from solidarity to full-on resistance. This means
wider involvement, better coordination, revised targeting and sharper strategy. In
effect, a BDS Mk2, turbocharged. And it involves treating Zionism and those who
promote or support it with far less tolerance. As Miko said on another occasion, “If
opposing Israel is anti-Semitism then what do you call supporting a state that has
been engaged in brutal ethnic cleansing for seven decades?”
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Indeed. And what do you call people in public life who adore and defend that state
and intimidate anyone who voices disapproval?

Things are changing. The Stop the War Coalition last weekend brought together a
number of experts in a conference about “re-framing the debate” on Palestine. That
whole discussion is long overdue and I’m waiting to hear what came out of it. For
example, robust measures must be put in place to counter bogus accusations of
anti-Semitism stifling free speech

It would be no bad thing if someone came forward with a proposal for a centralised
legal unit to reprimand the Zio-extremists who overstep the mark and use false
accusations of anti-Semitism to pour hatred on the likes of Jenny Tonge. Efforts
must be made to ensure public institutions like Parliament don’t provide a platform
for such odious behaviour. It would also be the unit’s task to launch into the public
domain a working definition of anti-Palestinian racism similar to the one recently
proposed by Jewish Voice for Labour.
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