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e ESCWA Adopts ‘Beirut Consensus’ as Input to FfD High-level Dialogue
(IISD/ Ana Maria Lebada)

e Combating climate change (The Jordan Times)

e Le président du Forum mondial sur la concurrence met en exergue la
transformation du Conseil de la concurrence du Maroc en instance
constitutionnelle indépendante (Le Matin)
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ESCWA Adopts ‘Beirut Consensus’ as Input to FfD High-level Dialogue (1ISD/
Ana Maria Lebada)
4 December 2018

29 November 2018: The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) organized a conference to crystalize its input to the 2019 High-level
Dialogue on Financing for Development (FfD) and the UN High-level Political
Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). The resulting ‘Beirut Consensus on
Financing for Development’ calls for redirecting attention from incentivizing the
private sector towards addressing de-risking practices and the loss of
corresponding banking relations, as well as towards the use of innovative ways to
bridge the small and medium enterprises (SME) funding gap.

The International Conference on ‘Financing Sustainable Development — Curbing
Illicit Financial Flows (IFFs)’ took place from 28-29 November 2018, in Beirut,
Lebanon. The outcome document notes that current levels of international private
inflows remain insufficient to fill the SDG investment gap: foreign direct
investments (FDIs) have become more volatile and risk averse, at times falling
short of generating employment and investment multipliers. According to the text,
efforts to ensure sustained long-term flow of private investments are giving way to
harmful competitive practices and fiscal conjectures that are further eroding the tax
base, while multinational corporations are paying “significantly lower tax rates”
than before the 2008 financial crisis.

The outcome also notes that developing and least developed countries (LDCs) are
facing tighter global monetary conditions, which exacerbate capital outflows and
raise debt distress levels as well as the cost of securing financing. The document
observes that trade and investment protectionism are challenging the multilateral
trading system and threatening developing countries’ terms of trade.

The text remarks that sustainable development is not currently a priority in the
global trading system or its rules. Instead, sustainability is dealt with obliquely. As
the debt bubble continues to rise to unprecedented levels, the document urgently
calls to urgently establish a multilateral debt workout mechanism to restructure the
sovereign debt of countries in crisis.

The Beirut Consensus remarks that, while official development assistance (ODA)
has been increasing in nominal terms, larger portions are being redirected to cover
refugee costs and humanitarian assistance in donor countries. Noting that ODA
remains essential for many countries, it emphasizes the need to make progress
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towards meeting the ODA commitments of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on
FFD. By the text, some participants caution against investing ODA in blended
mechanisms, saying ODA should be directed to strengthening domestic resource
mobilization and tax collection capacities.

Finally, participants express hope that both the current and upcoming presidencies
of the Group of 77 and China (G-77/China) will consider the document and propel
it through FfD processes and milestones in 2019, as well as into the repositioning
of the role of regional commissions, as part of the reform of the UN development
system.

In 2019, the annual meeting of the UN Economic and Social Council’s (ECOSOC)
Forum on FFD Follow-up (FFD Forum) will take place from 15-18 April, and the
UN General Assembly will hold a High-level Dialogue on FFD, on 26 September.
The dialogue is mandated in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda (para 132), which
calls for it to convene back-to-back with the HLPF’s UNGA-level meeting every
four years. The HLPF’s UNGA-level meeting will take place from 24-25
September 2019.
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Combating climate change (The Jordan Times)
Dec 03,2018

The UN Economic and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA) has just
issued another warning to the countries in the Middle East that climate change is
indeed on its way to the region, and with a vengeance.

The report indicated that its impact on water resources and economic development
in the countries of the region could be staggering unless something is done soon to
prevent it from occurring, or worse still, from growing to worse proportions.
ESCWA fears that the region can expect unusual weather patterns, including the
frequent occurrence of flashfloods, drastic weather changes, especially extremely
cold weather conditions followed intermittently by extreme hot and dry spells. The
ESCWA warning could spell a doom and gloom scenario for the Arab countries in
the region unless something meaningful and effective is done swiftly to combat the
effects of such freak weather conditions.

Therefore, ESCWA is proposing the adoption of an integrated ““climate change
adaption” programme accompanied by a parallel "disaster risk reduction" plan of
action. For this purpose, the UN regional agency, which is keeping a close watch
over the socioeconomic development in the region, is proposing three main and
integrated agendas: The adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction for 2015-2030
and the faithful implementation of the principles the Paris agreement on climate
change.

Jordan, however, finds itself at a crossroad: On the one hand, it needs to strengthen
its ailing economy, fight unemployment, combat inflation but is concurrently
obliged to impose taxes to replenish its coffers. On the other hand, and under
current prevailing dire conditions, the country is ill-disposed to give climate
change goals the priority that they deserve.

For Jordan, first things understandably come first, as indeed is the case for most
developing countries in the world. Besides, the problems that ESCWA is
concerned about most are basically regional if not global in nature. Jordan can do
very little to preempt the onset of climate change and its impact on the area on its
own and without the aid and support of the international community. Climate
change is basically a global crisis. No part of the world can alone combat it.

11 o= D 5Sm¥ ) o3 ade Yl Jlaad¥) saa

J



Le président du Forum mondial sur la concurrence met en exergue la
transformation du Conseil de la concurrence du Maroc en instance
constitutionnelle indépendante (Le Matin)

03 décembre 201

Le président du Forum mondial sur la concurrence, Fréderic Jenny, a mis en
exergue les nouveautés apportées par la nouvelle loi marocaine transformant le
Conseil de la concurrence en instance constitutionnelle indépendante, lors du
Forum mondial sur la concurrence organisé a Paris les 29 et 30 novembre. Dans
son allocution d'ouverture, M. Jenny, également président du Comité de la
concurrence de 1'Organisation de coopération et de développement économiques
(OCDE), a salu¢ la décision de Sa Majesté le Roi Mohammed VI de réactiver le
Conseil de la concurrence du Royaume en nommant a sa téte un nouveau
président, indique le Conseil dans un communiqué. Ce rendez-vous mondial
annuel d'importance, organisé par 'OCDE, a été 1'occasion pour le nouveau
président du Conseil de la concurrence, Driss Guerraoui, de tenir des réunions
bilatérales, de nouer des contacts avec les responsables de la Conférence des
Nations unies sur le commerce et le développement (CNUCED), de ’OCDE et de
la Commission économique et sociale pour I'Asie occidentale (ESCWA), ajoute la
méme source. M. Guerraoui a également assisté a la réunion informelle de la
région MENA et des pays du Golfe portant sur le renforcement du dialogue
concernant la concurrence, lors de cet événement tenu pour examiner les thémes
relatifs a la relation entre la concurrence et la justice sociale.
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