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FPM, LF decide to attend leqgislative session
The Daily Star

Free Patriotic Movement head Michel Aoun and Lebanese Forces leader Samir Geagea
Wednesday hailed as victory a compromise that paved the way for their participation in a
controversial legislative session. “Today is a happy day with the recent developments, all the
problems with the parliamentary session’s agenda have been removed,” Aoun told a news
conference at his Rabieh residence. He also said there was unanimous agreement over
intractable issues, particularly nationality, electoral and municipal funds draft laws.

The LF and the FPM agreed to attend Thursday’s legislative session after receiving assurances
from the Future Movement that the electoral law, which both parties have been lobbying to top
Parliament’s agenda, will be taken up in a future session after Thursday. Former Prime Minister
Saad Hariri said in a statement that his group would not attend any session after Thursday’s if it
did not have the electoral law on its agenda.

“‘We will attend the legislative session tomorrow and endorse the suggested bills, especially
those relating to loans and international agreements,” Aoun said. He also congratulated
Lebanese citizens on the compromise and hoped cooperation would continue.

Similar congratulations were extended by Geagea. “| congratulate the Lebanese people on the
understanding that has taken place the past two days,” Geagea told a news conference at his
Maarab residence. “We hope we can congratulate them on a new president in the near future.”

Geagea also hailed the Future Movement’s decision not to attend any other legislative session if
a parliamentary electoral law was not placed on the agenda. “This way we can ensure that we
attained the parliamentary majority to enact a new parliamentary election law.”

He thanked former premier Hariri for “the stance he took by agreeing with us after we had
agreed with the FPM.”


http://www.alaraby.co.uk/supplementeconomy/2015/11/8/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%B3%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA

Progressive Socialist Party leader MP Walid Jumblatt commented on the development by
saying: “This is a positive step and we have huge hopes that this will result in turning a new
page among the Lebanese political powers.” He also thanked all the parties and individuals that
strove to reach compromise. “We hope this method of reconciliation will continue in the way we
deal with all our issues,” he added.

Geagea and Aoun then called Maronite Patriarch Beshara Rai and informed him of the
discussions being held ahead of Thursday’s legislative session. FPM MP Ibrahim Kanaan and
LF media officer Melhem Riachi later met with Rai at his home and discussed the developments
related to the session.

“The Maronite patriarch welcomed the cooperation between the FPM and the LF,” Kanaan said
during a news conference after the meeting. “We hope the development of this cooperation
extends to everyone on a national scale.”

Riachi considered the victory to belong to all Lebanese. “We are honored by this victory
because retaining nationality is a victory for all Lebanese ... Muslims before Christians and all
those who believe in coexistence,” Riachi said. He was referring to a nationality draft law
proposed by the LF and the FPM, which is set to be endorsed during Thursday’s Parliament
session under the agreement.

But Kataeb Party leader and MP Sami Gemayel insisted that no Parliament session should
convene except to elect a president.

“MPs have no right to do anything except elect a president,” Gemayel told a news conference.
He decried what he considered an unconstitutional act by all the parties attending the session.

“Moving away from the text of the Constitution paves the way for ... the law of the jungle,” he
said.

“Our decision to elect a president is a self-made decision and is for the Lebanese to make,”
Gemayel said.

The Kataeb Party announced it would be holding a rally Thursday at 9 a.m. at the party’s main
headquarters in Beirut. “It is not a demonstration, it is a symbolic sit-in staged by university
student associations,” Kataeb MP Elie Marouni told The Daily Star.

Salam: Lebanon will uphold disassociation policy on Syria
The Daily Star

Prime Minister Tammam Salam said Wednesday that Lebanon would uphold the disassaociation
policy on Syria’s war, reiterating calls for a political solution to end the crisis in the neighboring
country.

Svria talks to decide who to craft war-torn country’s future
The Daily Star

Talks on the Syrian conflict in Vienna this weekend will focus on deciding which opposition
groups should negotiate with President Bashar Assad's government and which should be
designated as terrorists, sources said Wednesday.



The discussions will bring together around 20 countries and international bodies to hammer out
a road-map for peace to end Syria's more than four-year civil war, and diplomats said working
level talks are set to begin in advance Thursday.

Western officials have already dismissed a Moscow-authored political reform plan touted for the
meeting -- the second in Vienna in less than a month -- saying it does not clarify what will
happen to Assad.

Previous attempts to end the civil war, which has killed more than 250,000 people and forced
millions from their homes, have stumbled over his fate. The West insists he must go, while
Russia and Iran support the government.

Diplomatic efforts to resolve the conflict have gathered pace since Russia launched airstrikes in
Syria in late September.

Moscow said they are aimed at stopping terrorists in the country, but Western powers have
accused Russia of trying to help Assad's forces and the intervention has further soured already
tense relations between the two sides.

Jordanian King Abdullah Il Wednesday criticized the "Cold War mentality" that has hampered
previous negotiations involving Russia and the West, saying Moscow is a key player in talks to
clinch a political solution to the Syrian crisis.

"Working together in Syria allows us to build a block to be able to cope. We must do so together,
we help each other. We need to be synchronized," he said in an interview with television
channel Euronews.

- Opposition vs terrorists -

A Western source in Beirut told AFP the talks would aim for broad international agreement on
opposition representatives to discuss a political transition with Assad's government.

"Each country will be able to submit names which will then have to be reduced to between 20
and 25 people to be divided into two commissions, one on political reforms and the other on
security," the source told AFP.

A European diplomat said an international preparatory commission will start work Thursday on
pulling together the opposition lists, and which should be classified as "terrorist" organisations.

The distinction has been a source of contention between Assad supporters, such as Russia and
Iran, and opposition backers in the West and the Arab world.

Russia has submitted a 38-person list, including three former heads of the exiled opposition
National Coalition and its current president, Khaled al-Khoja, according to the Western source.

Saudi Arabia had put forward 20 names and Egypt 10, the source said.

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif
echoed the sentiment, agreeing in a phone call the talks are not a "substitute for negotiations
between Syrians," according to a statement from Moscow.

Neither representatives of the Syrian government nor opposition groups are expected to attend
this stage of the dialogue, and a member of the National Coalition criticized the process.

"Each state wants to send its representatives in the name of the Syrian opposition," said Samir
Nachar.



"It's regrettable that the choice does not represent the interests of the Syrian people, and this
process will not lead to a settlement of the Syrian crisis," he said.

- 'Back-of-the-envelope stuff' -

The United States and its European and Arab allies are demanding that Assad be forced to step
down during the transition of power, but Iran and Russia disagree.

Western diplomats have dismissed the Russian plan, presented nearly two weeks ago, with one
U.N. Security Council diplomat describing it as as "back-of-the-envelope stuff* and "not the
answer".

It proposes an 18-month constitutional reform process, led by a constitutional commission made
up of from "domestic and outside opposition" groups, not chaired by the president.

This would be followed by simultaneous parliamentary and presidential elections after the
constitution is approved in a referendum.

But the document did not specify whether Assad could stand in those elections, while officials
also took issue with its stipulation that the new president would be in charge of the military and
intelligence services.

"That just isn't enough," said the Security Council diplomat, who asked not to be identified.
"It has to be part of the final deal that the end point will not have Assad in power."

Iran's President Hassan Rouhani, meanwhile, said any resolution must focus on setting up a
strong government in Damascus, not just Assad's fate, telling television channel France 2: "(it is)
not a question of a person, it is a question of security and stability".

"What country has managed to fight terrorism without a strong state to fight terrorism?" he said
in the interview, also broadcast on Europe 1 radio.
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We can’t afford two-year pause in peace bid
The Daily Star- Rami Khouri

The dangerous and destructive situation on the ground in Israel-Palestine is painful for both
parties, though Palestinians are being killed at a rate seven times faster than Israelis, so the
situation is not a symmetrical one that should elicit simplistic calls for all sides to restrain
themselves and stop killing each other. Restraining oneself and stopping the killings are
useful acts which we should aim for; but they would be almost meaningless if Israel’s
existing occupation/colonization/annexation/siege and apartheid-like policies remain
unchanged. Because in that case the outbursts of violence by both sides would certainly
resume some months down the road as they have since 1967, in fact regularly since 1947-
48. If the underlying problem is not resolved, we will continue in perpetuity to experience the
symptoms of the violence and loss of life on both sides.This is bad enough news to grasp,
but there is something even more troubling in the immediate situation, and for the coming
two years at least. This is the advent of the traditional two-year pause in American
involvement in mediating Palestinian-Israeli peace. (Some more sinister than myself would
say we have actually just experienced a 20-year pause in serious American mediation,
which has achieved zero results since the Jordan-Israel peace treaty of 1994.) Traditionally,
American presidents who try to mediate an Israeli-Palestinian peace agreement stop trying
in the third year of their second term, because they are considered lame duck presidents
who should leave any new diplomatic initiatives for the next president and Congress that
are elected.

Then the newly elected president usually requires one year to name key officials in the new
administration, get briefed about the complexities of the Middle East, work out relations with
Congress and the assorted lobby groups in Washington, D.C., and meet the main actors in

the region and abroad who must be engaged.

The danger today stems from the fact that conditions on the ground in Israel and Palestine
do not partake of this two-year pause. Pubic opinion and political elites both continue what
they were doing, which is a terrifying combination of fear and extremism that spill into



criminality among public opinion, and equally criminal incompetence or lack of seriousness
on the part of the two leaderships.

Public opinion in both Israel and Palestine has hardened and shifted dangerously toward
accepting, advocating or anticipating violence and death as inevitable for both of them. This
is evident in the street murders that both sides continue to carry out, which are all the more
worrying because they are the work of angry individuals who are beyond the control of
organized political groups or government forces. When spontaneous murder becomes
institutionalized in the daily fabric of ordinary citizens’ lives, society has a very serious
problem on its hands.

This is made worse by recent public opinion polling data that shows how widespread these
sentiments have become. Israeli polling last week showed that a small majority of citizens
accepts that Israelis should shoot to kill any Palestinian they see attacking, or is believed to
be planning to attack, an Israeli. No arrest, no evidence, no proof, no rule of law — just shoot
to kill if you feel threatened is now the policy of a majority of Israelis.

Things are just as troubling on the Palestinian side, also according to new polls that show
that a majority of all Palestinians (57 percent) supports the use of violence to end the Israel
occupation. Among the younger generation of 18-29-year-olds that is doing most of the
street fighting and killing of Israelis, that support reaches 72 percent (compared to lows of
15-20 percent support for violence 20 years ago right after the Oslo Accords were signed).

So putting on hold now for two years serious diplomacy aimed at reaching a permanent
peace agreement will only allow these attitudes of militancy and murder to continue their
upward trends.

Dr. Khalil Shikaki, director of the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research in
Ramallah, also notes that his latest poll this summer showed two important new trends
among Palestinians: 80 percent believe that Palestine is no longer the primary Arab cause,
and around two-thirds have lost confidence in the Palestine Liberation Organization and the
Palestinian Authority headed by President Mahmoud Abbas. In fact, two-thirds of
Palestinians demand the president’s resignation, alongside a majority that supports a return
to armed intifada.

This is not a situation that can be put on hold for two years. It requires serious Arab, Israel
and international diplomatic efforts — akin to the recent Iran talks — that engage a range of
important world powers who find a way to respond to the legitimate needs and rights of both
Israelis and Palestinians. The Americans have shown they cannot do this on their own.
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Ministers to discuss ‘landing zones’ ahead of Paris climate summit
Climate home

The French government hopes to identify ‘landing zones’ on four critical issues
holding up talks on a global climate deal at a meeting of over 70
ministersl scheduled for this weekend.

The first, outlined in a background document sent to governments on Wednesday, is the
vexed question of how to represent the roles of developed and developing countries in a
potential agreement.

Other items include proposals for ratcheting up greenhouse gas emission cuts every five
years, the potential for a global ‘stocktake’ on progress pre-2020 and the levels of climate
finance on offer.

“The purpose of this pre-COP is not to negotiate the ADP [Paris climate deal] text... but
rather to provide the necessary political guidance to the ADP negotiating process, and to
come up with proposals for common ground on some of the key political issues that
remain open,” says the note, seen by Climate Home.

Contentious topics such as how vulnerable countries will be compensated for irreversible
climate impacts, known as loss and damage, will also be discussed in an opening session
of the 2-day ministerial meeting.

A recent round of negotiations in Bonn ended with the number of proposals for a deal
expanding amid widespread anger from poorer nations over the lack of clarity over long
term flows of climate finance.

France’s chief climate diplomat Lawrence Tubiana said the 55-page draft negotiating text
was “manageable” but told reporters the Paris pre-COP meeting would be important to
smooth the road towards a deal.

A source close to the French government told Climate Home the goal of the meeting was
to identify areas of compromise that could be taken to the main UN summit in Paris at the
end of this month.

“The role of this ministerial is to inform what could be the landing zones,” the source
said. “It’s not to write a text or to draft a text, it would be counterproductive compared to
the formal process.



“But it’s okay to say: having listened 70 ministers being representative for the main
balances in the world, | have a feeling this is the compromise, the landing zone with one
or two options remaining.”

Despite fierce verbal exchanges inside the UN negotiations, there appears to be progress
between leading developed and developing country blocs.

This week China and France announced agreement over certain elements of a new deal,
notably a joint commitment to regular 5-year reviews of global progress.

The EU and Brazil also agree on regular reviews and language surrounding
differentiation that could be used in a Paris deal, climate chief Miguel Arias Canete said
In a visit to Rio de Janeiro.



http://www.climatechangenews.com/2015/11/02/hollande-bends-beijing-to-tougher-climate-curbs/
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/brazil/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20151101_04_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/brazil/press_corner/all_news/news/2015/20151101_04_en.htm

