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ESCWA holds conference on Green
Industries

Text size

Beirut, 28 September 2011 (UN Information Service) -- ESCWA today opened a
conference on "The Role of Green Industries in Promoting Socio-Economic
Development in the Arab Countries" at the UN House in Beirut. The conference is
held under the patronage of Lebanese Minister of Industry Freije Sabounjian, and
is organized in cooperation with the Arab Industrial Development and Mining
Organization (AIDMO).

tlar in the Community

11-day Ed Al-Adha break announced in KSA
Mabhouh killers could be executed in UAE

The conference is also held in cooperation with the UN Industrial Development Organization Aramco CEO: Sadara proj to cost $20B, will require

(UNIDO), the Regional Office of the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) for Westem Asia,  '°t°fdebt
the German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) and the League of Arab States' Dubai's Shuaa Capital names Philipp CEO
Technical Secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Emvironment. HSBC Oman in merger talks with Oman

International Bank
Sabounjian delivered a statement at the opening session where he highlighted the
importance of the conference's theme cowvering the dimensions and effects in the field of
industry, the environment, and employment opportunities. He pointed out the near-

consensus among economists that orienting policies towards adopting sustainable Jo'“ the Team
dewvelopment and pro-environment concepts are among the most prominent catalysts of .
economic development. He said fighting pollution has become an overriding concern for We are a wonderful mix of
major industrialized countries, and protecting the emironment has become one of the people with interesting
fundamental principles of eco-friendly countries, which in tum allocate aid to countries stories and backgrounds.

adopting similar policies. He added that the three main objectives of green industries are
reducing dependence on energy, managing industrial waste so as to reduce pollution, and
finally using renewable energies and resources by replacing traditional petroleum fuels with
altemative, environmentally-friendly energies drawn from air, water and the sun.

@
o

Director of ESCWA Sustainable Development and Production Division, Roula Majdalani,
delivered a statement on behalf of the Commission's Executive Secretary. She said people
aged between 15 and 24 years in Arab countries now represent 20 percent of the total
population. It would therefore not be possible to proceed with the sustainable development
process unless sufficient and appropriate job opportunities are provided. "There are
abundant creative ideas to provide the appropriate environment for the emergence of green
industries and for their success and continuity,” she added. The most important factors

to consider in this context, she said, are the availability of funding; the role of financial
institutions; the importance of investing in green industries; as well as the transfer,
resettiement and development of technology. In addition, adoption of environmental
standards required to contribute to global efforts for environmental protection and climate View Opportunities
change's mitigation and adaptation, and finally good sustainable management of natural

resources need to be given priority. Majdalani said ESCWA is playing a major

regional role in preparations for the Rio+20 Conference by organizing a series of X
consultative meetings to develop a unified Arab position so that Arab countries’ views are ZaWYa
consistent during that conference.

zawya.com/.../ESCWA_holds_conferenc... 1/2
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The Director General of AIDMO, Mohamad Ben Youssef, underlined in his speech the
important role played by the industrial sector in socioeconomic development, being the
most effective means to improve living standards and foster the spirit of entrepreneurship
and employment. He added that this sector was facing many challenges with negative
impacts on the environment as it is responsible for consuming 35 percent of the world's
electricity supplies, contributes between 20 and 30 percent of carbon dioxide emissions,
and drains more than a quarter of all raw materials. "Concerting efforts of all sectors

and coordination among them will be an effective tool to implement the program

of developing the role of small and medium-size industrial businesses in socioeconomic
development in general, and the component of green industry in particular. It will also help
in implementing the 2011-2014 Arab Plan of Action for the Development of Green Industry,
which has several components responding to the needs of Arab countries and meeting
the requirements to achieve sustainable industrial development," he explained. Ben
Youssef invited member states, national bodies, regional and intemational organizations to
play a role in providing technical assistance for efforts aimed at developing green
industries in the Arab world.

Discussions of the conference, which will conclude on 30 September, revolve around the
concept of green industries and requirements to promote them in Arab countries,
international and regional initiatives aimed at reinforcing the "greening" principle in all
socioeconomic domains, and preparations for Rio+20 meetings. Participants are also
discussing economic, social and environmental dividends from adopting green industry
policies and techniques, as well as other relevant topics.

-Ends-
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ESCWA forum spotlights Green Industries in Arab region

Fri, 30 September 2011

The Sultanate of Oman was among a number
of regional countries taking part in a
conference on “The Role of Green Industries
in Promoting Socio-Economic Development in
the Arab Countries”, which began in Beirut
on Wednesday.

The conference has been organised by the
United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) in co-
operation with the Arab Industrial
Development and Mining Organisation
(AIDMO).

Also supporting the event are the UN
Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDOQ),
the Regional Office of the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP) for Westem Asia, the German Agency for Intemnational Co-
operation (GIZ) and the League of Arab States’ Technical Secretariat of the Council
of Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment.

In opening remarks, the Lebanese Minister of Industry, Freije Sabounjian, highlighted
the importance of the conference’s theme covering the dimensions and effects in
the field of industry, the environment, and employment opportunities.

He pointed out the near-consensus among economists that orienting policies
towards adopting sustainable development and pro-environment concepts are among
the most prominent catalysts of economic development. He said fighting pollution
has become an overriding concem for major industrialised countries, and protecting
the environment has become one of the fundamental principles of eco-friendly
countries, which in tum allocate aid to countries
adopting similar policies.

He added that the three main objectives of green
industries are reducing dependence on energy,
managing industrial waste so as to reduce
pollution, and finally using renewable energies and
resources by replacing traditional petroleum fuels
with alternative, environmentally-friendly ! |
energies drawn from air, water and the sun. [nnes
Director of ESCWA Sustainable Development and yun | W
Production Division, Roula Majdalani, delivered a 1]
statement on behalf of the Commission’s

Executive Secretary. She said people aged between 15 and 24 years in Arab countries
now represent 20 per cent of the total population. It would therefore not be
possible to proceed with the sustainable development process unless sufficient and
appropriate job opportunities are provided.

“There are abundant creative ideas to provide the appropriate environment for the
emergence of green industries and for their success and continuity,” she added. The
most important factors to consider in this context, she said, are the availability of
funding; the role of financial institutions; the importance of investing in green
industries; as well as the transfer, resettlement and development of technology.

In addition, adoption of environmental standards required to contribute to global
efforts for environmental protection and climate change’s mitigation and adaptation,
and finally good sustainable management of
natural resources need to be given priority.
Majdalani said ESCWA is playing a major regional
role in preparations for the Rio+20 Conference by
organising a series of consultative meetings to
develop a unified Arab position so that Arab
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Lt D countries’ views are consistent during that n;i:p-‘;r-tu;l_i-t_ies
conference. oman
. The Director-General of AIDMO, Mohamad Ben
e | Youssef, undertined in his speech the important Tim Sebastian to host
role played by the industrial sector in Oman Debate 2011
! socioeconomic development, being the most oman
effective means to improve living standards and =
foster the spirit of entrepreneurship and employment.
He added that this sector was facing many challenges with negative impacts on the B
environment as it is responsible for consuming 35 per cent of the world’s electricity T 2l
supplies, contributes between 20 and 30 per cent of carbon dioxide emissions, and ll Y w
drains more than a quarter of all raw materials. SIEM™ 3 - -

“Concerting efforts of allsectors and co-ordination among them will be an effective
tool to implement the programme of developing the role of small and medium-size
industrial businesses in socioeconomic development in general, and the component a.ﬁ > '"
of green industry in particular. It will also help in implementing the 2011-2014 Arab 3 ¢ “}!‘E,
Plan of Action for the Development of Green =
Industry, which has several components
responding to the needs of Arab countries and
meeting the requirements to achieve sustainable
industrial development,” he explained.

Ben Youssef invited member states, national
bodies, regional and international organisations to
play a role in providing technical assistance for
efforts aimed at developing green industries in
the Arab world.

Discussions of the conference, which will conclude on September 30, revolve around
the concept of green industries and requirements to promote them in Arab
countries, intenational and regional initiatives aimed at reinforcing the “greening”
principle in all socioeconomic domains, and preparations for Rio+20 meetings.
Participants are also discussing economic, social and environmental dividends from
adopting green industry policies and techniques, as well as other relevant topics.

iy
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Date: Sep 28,2011 At 12:00 BEIDAL BOUNIGUE
City: Beirut
Address: UN-ESCWA Headquarters /United Nations House in

Beirut, Lebanon

Within the context of regional preparation for Rio+20, the United Nations Economic and Social ca“ f“ an
Commission for Westem Asia (ESCWA) and the Arabic Industrial Development and Mining _
Organization (AIDMO) are organizing in cooperation with the United Nations Industrial app()ll'itn‘larlt

Development Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)/ Regional
Office for Western Asia in Bahrain, the Cerman Agency for Intemational Cooperation (GIZ) and the
League of Arab States/ Technical Secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministars Responsible for the
Environment a conference on “The Role of Green Industries in Promoting Socic-Economic

Development in the Arab Countries”, w hich will be held during the period from 28 to 30 01 562 835
September 2011: 28-29 September at ESCWA Headquarters, w hereby a field technical visit will
be organized in coordination with the local Lebanese authorities on the third day(30 September www.latelier-blanc.com

2011), to Lebanese factories active in the area of green industries.

The conference aims at encouraging Arab Countries to adopt the concept of green industries and
develop a common understanding & position regarding the outcomes of Rio+20 objectives and
themes. In particular, the conference is convened under the slogan: “Green Industries for the
provision of employment opportunities” and addresses the following themes/topics:

- The concept of Green Industries and the requirements to promote this concept in the Arab
countries.

- The intemational & regional initiatives aimed at reinforcing the principle of “Greening" in various
socio-economic areas and the preparation for RIO+20 meetings.

+ Economic, Social & Environmental benefits resulting from the adoption of Green Industry policies
& techniques.

- Green Industry and utilization of natural resources (Energy, Water, etc...)

. : " o 4 Advertisment
+ Green Industry for the protection of the environment & climate change mitigation and

adaptation.

p : . . ) 8 Purchasa your ticket
- The importance of the Financial Institutions’ role to support investments in Green Industries in from 21 September until

the Arab region. 12 October 2011.
Fl :
- The role of Green Industry in job creation and combating unemployment & poverty. :

- The role of know ledge sharing and technology transfer & adaptation to local conditions in the
establishment of Green Industries.

For more information

URL www escwa.un.org/information/meetingdetails.asp?
referencenum=1582e

MORE CONFERENCES
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Zawya.com 1 week ago

ESCWA holds conference on Green Industries

28 September 2011 (UN Information Service) -- ESCWA today opened a conference on "The Role of Green Industries in
Promoting Socio-Economic Development in the Arab Countries" at the UN House in Eeirut. The conference is held under the
patronage of... Full Article at Zawya.com
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1. " There are abundant creative ideas to provide the appropriate environment for the emergence of green
industries and for their success and continuity”
SOURCE: Zawya.com 1 week ago

2. " Green industry, is a normal environment-friendly successor to traditional industry which currently remains at the
heart of modemn economies”
SOURCE: Lebanon Daily Star 1 week ago

3. " Lebanon is not very far from such norms as its industrial sector does not include polluting heavy industries"
SOURCE: Lebanon Daily Star 1 week ago
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