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Jordan"s Premier Opens ESCWA Technology Centre

Articie Date: 21:52 2011/111/15
Article iID: 0078

Amman, November 15 (QNA) - Jordan"s Prime Minister Awn Khasawneh on Tuesday opened the Economic and
Social Commission for West Asia"s ESCWA Technology Centre, the first set up outside the organisation"s
headquarters to settle technology in member nations in order to serve local communities. In opening remarks,
President of El Hassan Science City and Royal Scientific Society RSS, Princess Sumayah bint Al Hassan, outlined
the centres goals in boosting socio-economic development, economic integration and sustainable development.
Premier Khasawneh said Jordan highly viewed the centre as an added value "given the tremendous efforts this
international body takes to promote cooperation and integration among nations across the world." "The ESCWA
noble goals correspond with our human and socio-economic policy to achieve the elements of stability and welfare
needed for sound relations among members of the international community and in the quest to secure better levels

for our people and create job opportunities for them through economic stimulation," he added.(QNA) AK

Economics R News Bulletin g Home Page
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http:/fwww.gnacl.net/QNAEn/News_Bulletin/Economics/Pages/11-11-15-2152_514_0078.aspx
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ESCWA inaugurates technology centre at El Hassan Science City | Jordan Times

THE JORDAN TIMES

Friday, November 18th, 2011, 3:11 pm Amman Time | Make this your homepage | Subscribe

Search
: : | Like
Go ESCWA inaugurates technology centre at El Hassan

Home Page Science City
Local
Region
World By Khetam Malkawi
Business

AMMAN - The Economic and Social Commission for Westem Asia (ESCWA) on Tuesday
Sports inaugurated a centre for monitoring and supporting technology research and innovation opportunities
Features in member countries.
Cpinfon 1 ; H F

The ESCWA Technology Centre (ETC), inaugurated yesterday at El Hassan Science City, will
Odds & Ends support technological development in all ESCWA states, ETC Executive Director Fouad Mrad said at
What's on the launch.
Weather s ’ . 2 i e Ty

“This centre will be a regional hub for technology, innovation and scientific research through
PDF Version monitoring the available opportunities in ESCWA countries and developing them in accordance with
Archives the needs of these countries,” Mrad said yesterday.
Lty He added that the ETC will “build capacities for the development of national and administrative
About us regulations to develop, transfer, adopt and apply technology in these countries”, in addition to helping
Contact us identify the best technologies for the region and develop them in the fields of construction, industrial

Send to a friend

technology, energy, agriculture, water and telecommunications.

Speaking in the launch, HRH Princess Sumaya El Hassan said it is an honour for Jordan to be selected
by ESCWA to host the regional centre.

She added that by hosting the centre, E] Hassan Science City will become an integrated technology
hub that will help enhance economic and social development and cooperation in the region, stressing
the importance of technological innovation in solving the region’s major challenges in energy, water
and the environment,

Prime Minister Awn Kh h noted that the government of Jordan was keen to support the centre
and provided both financial and technical support to establish it in Amman.

United Nations Under-secretary General and Executive Secretary of ESCWA Rima Khalaf said the
establishment of the centre as a technology hub for the ESCWA region is crucial, as the region is far
behind in the field of technological development, and currently relies on imported knowledge and
technology.

According to Khalaf, although some countries of the region are wealthy, technological knowledge is
not like other goods that can be bought on the international market.

“Developed technological knowledge is monopolised and sometimes owned by specific countries,”
she explained.

Therefore, she said, “ESCWA decided to establish this regional centre... to help member countries
obtain tools needed for the development of technology to become competitive with other countries of
the world.”

She also revealed that the centre will conduct a study to determine the best ways to use technology to
support social and economic development, in addition to providing consultation services and
networking among countries of the region,

Also yesterday, Princes Sumaya was elected as the centre’s president.

16 November 2011
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