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Qatar is supporting civil society groups: minister
Gulf Times

QNA/Doha

Qatar is giving full support to civil society organisations dealing with
human rights, humanitarian work, economic, social and development
work, HE the Minister for Administrative Development and Labour and
Social Affairs Dr Issa Saad al-Juffali al-Nuaimi said yesterday.

He was speaking at the plenary session on “Sustainable Development
Agenda in 2030 - Prospects of Implementation,” held as part of the
Arab Conference on “The Role of Civil Society in the Arab Region in
Implementing 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,” which
started in Doha .

Al-Nuaimi said hosting the conference was a clear example of the
partnership between civil society groups and the Qatari government .
He said partnership between the government and civil society
organisations were important in achieving strategic development
goals .

In this context, the minister said civil society organisations needed to
be empowered to enable them to carry out their roles .

Poverty, weak education, poor healthcare, the failure of donor
countries to fulfil their obligations towards the developing and least
developed countries and the lack of political stability and security are
the most important challenges facing the Arab region, the minister
said, stressing that development cannot be achieved without the
consolidation of peace and stability .

The session, which was moderated by Bader al-Dafa, the Executive
Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), saw extensive discussions about the 2030 sustainable
development agenda and the mechanisms needed to accomplish them
in the Arab region .

Earlier, the conference on the Role of Civil Society started at the Qatar
National Convention Centre .



The conference is organised by Qatar Social Work Foundation (QSWF)
in partnership with the UN Development Programme (UNDP), the
ESCWA, UN Population Fund (UNPF), the Arab League and the Gulf
Co-operation Council (GCC .(

Over 200 participants representing local and international civil society
organisations are attending event

In her opening remarks, QSWF chief Munira bint Nasser al-Misnad
said the key pillars of the new sustainable development agenda
focused on making the world free of poverty and disease and at the
same time capable of handling anything that can undermine the
dignity of individuals .

The implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) has
seen little progress in the region and encountered many delays, she
said, adding that the ongoing demographic, political and economic
events in the region will not only delay the development progress but
will also affect the region as a whole.



Arab forum on sustainable growth opens
April 21, 2016 - 4:51:50 am
The Peninsula

DOHA: An Arab conference on the ‘Role of Civil Society in the
sustainable development agenda 2030’ opened yesterday at Qatar
National Convention Center (QNCC), with a call for innovative
solutions to meet the goals of the agenda.

Under the patronage of H H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, the forum is
organised by Qatar Social Work Foundation (QSWF), in collaboration
with the United Nation Development Programme, UN Population
Fund/Arab Region, UN Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia, the Arab League and other entities.

The two-day conference is attended by over 200 delegates from 11
Arab countries, representing local and international civil society
organisations, in addition to representatives from the private sector
and specialists in the development field.

In her opening remarks, Munira bint Nasser Al Missned, Chairman,
QSWEF, said: “The aim of the conference is to achieve human dignity
as only governments can'’t achieve development without the help of
civil society organisations.”

She said the ongoing demographic, political and economic events in
the region will not only delay development but also negatively affect
the region as a whole. These big challenges requires hard work to find
innovate solutions and development strategies.

She cited Qatar which is contributing to international cooperation
through partnerships between the government, civil society
organisations and the private sector, and its achievements, including
developing villages, health centres and, education institutions, and



training teachers and doctors in addition to humanitarian relief
operations. The QSWEF is also taking care of vulnerable segments,
including women, children, elderly and orphans and working in
partnership with the government to provide services for them.

During the first public session on the sustainable development
agenda, Minister of Administrative Development, Labour and Social
Affairs H E Dr Issa bin Saad Al Jafali Al Nuaim said development is the
responsibility of the government, society, and individuals, and
cooperation is necessary to ensure sustainable development.

Dr Abdallah Al Dardari, Deputy Executive Secretary, ESCWA, urged
civil society organisations to be independent from governments and
donors, to cooperate with other civil societies and develop their
abilities in international trade and the right in development.

Dr Al Dardari said that since 2012 the Arab world has lost about $1
trillion since due to damage and reconstruction will cost more. The
conference is Qatar’s initiative, launched by QSWF to increase
awareness about the agenda, adopted by 193 member states of the
United Nations in New York last September.The Peninsula



Arab conf. on civil society, sustainable development kicks off
in Qatar

Date : 20/04/2016

Print

DOHA, April 20 (KUNA) -- The Arab conference on the Role of Civil
Society in Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 was opened in Doha
on Wednesday.

Held at the Qatar National Convention Center, the event is organized
by Qatar Social Work Foundation (QSWF) in partnership with the UN
Development Program (UNDP), the UN Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the UN Population Fund
(UNPF), the Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC.(
The two-day event brings together over 200 participants representing
local and international civil society organizations, in addition to
representatives from the private sector and specialists in the
development field.

In an opening address, QSWF Chairman Munira bint Nasser Al
Missned said that the key pillars of the new sustainable development
agenda focused on transferring the world into a world free of poverty
and diseaseS and at the same time capable of handling anything that
can undermine the dignity of individuals.

The implementation of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) has
seen little progress in the region and encountered many delays, QSWF
Chairman said, adding that the ongoing demographic, political and
economic events in the region will not only delay progress of
development but will also affect the region as a whole.

These significant challenges require serious action to identify past
missteps and failures and create effective and smart solutions to


javascript:print()

design a development strategy to be executed by the society in all its
components, Al Missned said.

She hoped that this conference will come up with a roadmap to
promote the participation of civil society organizations in the planning
and implementing of the sustainable development agenda in the Arab
countries as well as monitoring and assessing progress and ensuring
decent living and dignity for all.

The conference is an initiative launched by QSWF to enhance
awareness on the global sustainable development agenda, adopted by
193 UN member states in New York last September .It provides a
platform that aims to generate a debate on the level of the Arab
region regarding the role of civil society in the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and monitoring progress in
achieving its goals and objectives.

In addition, it seeks to provide a regional platform to discuss the
challenges of development and exchange of experiences in order to
achieve concrete recommendations on how to enable civil society
organizations in the Arab countries to participate in the development
and formulation of development policies, shape a vision for the Arab
region considering that the Arab civil society is an active partner in the
implementation of the sustainable development agenda.

In his address to the conference, GCC Secretary General Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani said that the GCC leaders pay great attention to
promoting civil society organizations.

This is prompted by the fact that the development strategies in the
GCC are based on two main bases: state institutions that prepare and
supervise development plans, and civil society organizations whose
role expands, and whose effect increases to achieve the MDGs for the
21st century, Al Zayani added.

The statement was delivered by head of the Human Affairs and
Environment at the GCC Adel bin Khalifa Al-Zayan on behalf of the
Secretary General.

The public sector still controls the major part of the economy, but the
philosophy of strategic plans for sustainable development focuses on



expanding the role of civil society organizations in development, Al-

Zayanai noted.
According to Al-Zayani, by 2010 the GCC member states achieved the

MDGs which the UN targeted to 2015. (end (nnd.msa



