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International organisations to host meetings at WGS 2017

By A Staff Reporter February 10, 2017

DUBALI: The fifth edition of the World Government Summit (WGS 2017) to run from Feb.12-14, under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, will host
several meetings of leading global organisations. The meetings align with the summit’s role as an international organisation that
drives countries of the world to achieve prosperity for their people.

Omar Sultan Al-Ulama, Director of WGS, said: “The high-profile meetings that the World Government Summit will host as part
of its main agenda for the United Nations and several international organisations are an important value addition to the summit
this year. They are in line with WGS’s ongoing efforts to enhance multilateral cooperation towards achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals and ensuring the overall prosperity and well-being of the world’s population.”

He added: "Since its fourth edition, the summit has transformed into a comprehensive international platform that convenes
representatives from governments, organisations, leaders, scientists, and experts across the world to discuss current
challenges, devise solutions, and shape a better future for the next generations. We hope WGS through its sustained efforts can
contribute to shaping a world that preserves the environment and cherishes values of tolerance and coexistence.”

TACKLING INNOVATION

The summit will host the annual meeting of the MENA-OECD Working Group on Open and Innovative Government. The meeting
will serve as an opportunity to review implemented actions and evaluate the progress that member nations have achieved. In
addition, it will highlight best practices in innovative governments that may be replicated in other countries across the world.
Participants at the meeting will discuss several issues pertaining to open data policies and innovation in the government sector,
with a special focus on the experience of nations in open data and smart e-governments and their impact in improving services
for citizens.

The summit will host a ministerial round table on economic diversification in collaboration with the UAE Ministry of Finance and
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Led by Christine Lagarde, Managing Director of IMF, the meeting will draw the
participation of several Arab and foreign ministries of finance and economy, as well as governors of central banks. The round
table will focus on the role of financial policies in economic diversification, and draw on the experience of oil-producing countries
in this context. Speakers at the session will include Dr Abdul Rahmen Al Hamidy, Director General - Chairman of the Board,
Arab Monetary Fund, Prof. Jose Antonio Ocampo, Colombia University, and Prof. Ha Joon Chang from Cambridge University.

The fifth edition of WGS will also host a closed session titled “Innovation and the Future Economy”. Organised in collaboration
with the UAE Ministry of Economy, the session aims to examine the rapidly evolving role of innovation on the world economy
and its impact on emerging economies. The thought session will also highlight case studies of international collaborative efforts
on innovation, and identify candidate nations to lead the innovation economy in the coming decade.

UN MEETINGS

WGS 2017 will also host brainstorming sessions focusing on the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. These sessions
will examine how science and technology can be used to overcome the challenges and identify solutions that support the
implementation of the SDGs locally and globally.

The summit will also witness several local and international meetings, including the preparatory meeting for the Economic
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), a closed ministerial session in collaboration with ESCWA, and meetings of the
Knowledge Accelerator in cooperation with the World Bank. In addition, an advisory meeting of the Federal Competitiveness
and Statistics Authority is also on the agenda of WGS 2017. The summit will also host round table meetings on higher education
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and an innovators’ dialogue.

The World Government Summit (WGS) 2017 has drawn the participation of more than 4,000 personalities from 139 countries
around the world, reflecting the leading stature of the summit on regional and international levels and the high interest from
governments, among others.
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