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ESCWA: UN News:  

 

UN seeks more funds to assist Rohingya amid world's fastest growing refugee 

crisis   

 

United Nations agencies are seeking more funds to cope with the mass exodus of people fleeing 

violence in Myanmar into Bangladesh, which the top UN aid official described the world's 

fastest growing refugee crisis.  

UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock told reporters in Geneva today that the more 

than half a million people who have arrived in Bangladesh from Myanmar in recent weeks need 

a greater level of help from the international community.  

He called the situation “one of the most heart-rending,” recalling his encounter with an 11-year-

old boy who was cradling his critically ill baby sister during his visit earlier this week to the host 

communities in Bangladesh.   

“His mother, the boy and his four siblings had set off on a journey lasting, I think nine days, 

fleeing violence and the burning of their village. The mother died on the journey. This little boy 

is now in sole charge of his four siblings, including his two-and-a-half-year-old severely acutely 

malnourished sister,” he said.  

Mr. Lowcock, who is also the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, said some 

$434 million will be required in the coming months, calling for donor support ahead of the 

pledging conference in Geneva later this month.   

For its part, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is seeking $83.7 

million in additional funds for the next six months to help the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  )أخبار اليمن(: الإسكوا:

 

 للجنة التنمية الاجتماعية في الخرطوم 11بلادنا تشارك في الدورة الـ 

 
للجنة التنمية الاجتماعية، التي بدأت أعمالها، اليوم، في العاصمة السودانية شاركت بلادنا في الدورة الحادية عشر 

 .الخرطوم

 

وتهدف الدورة التي ينظمها على مدى يومين المجلس الاقتصادي والاجتماعي للأمم المتحدة ويشارك فيها مدير عام 

إلى تعزيز التعاون الإقليمي من  مكتب وزارة الشؤون الاجتماعية والعمل في العاصمة المؤقتة عدن أيوب أبوبكر،

خلال المشاركة الفعّالة للجهات المعنية في الدول الأعضاء في تخطيط وتنفيذ برنامج عمل الإسكوا في مجال التنمية 

 .الاجتماعية

 

وستسعى الدورة الحالية إلى توفير منتدى لإشراك الدول الأعضاء في مناقشات معمقة وتبادل الخبرات والمقترحات 

غة التوصيات حول برنامج عمل الإسكوا والقضايا المحورية التي تساهم في تحقيق التنمية الاجتماعية في وصيا

 .المنطقة العربية

 

وبدأت الدورة باستعراض ومناقشة الإجراءات التي اتخذتها شعبة التنمية الاجتماعية في الإسكوا تنفيذاً لبرنامج العمل 

 .يات التي أصدرتها اللجنة في دورتها السابقةفي مجال التنمية الاجتماعية وللتوص

 

وستعرض الأمانة التنفيذية الخطوات التي اتخذتها لتشكيل فريق خبراء معني بالأشخاص ذوي الإعاقة للمتابعة في 

الفترة الفاصلة بين دورات اللجنة، والاستبيان الذي أجرته حول البرامج والأنشطة التي تنفذها شعبة التنمية 

ة، وإعلان تونس بشأن العدالة الاجتماعية، والمساعدة الفنية التي تقدمها الاسكوا في مجال البعد الاجتماعي الاجتماعي

 .لأهداف التنمية المستدامة

 

وتتناول الدورة أيضاً ثلاثة مواضيع إقليمية مختارة في مجال التنمية الاجتماعية وهي الأجندة الحضرية الجديدة، 

 .العمرية، والعدالة بين الأجيالوالتحولات في التركيبة 

 

 2019-2018كما ستساهم الدول الأعضاء في إبداء مقترحاتها وتوجهاتها حول برنامج عمل الاسكوا لفترة السنتين 

في مجال التنمية الاجتماعية، وتقديم توصيات محددة وعملية تعين الاسكوا في ترشيد أنشطتها بما يضاعف الإفادة 

 ثل مع احتياجات دول المنطقة.منها ويتناسب بشكل أم

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 (: الأهرامالإسكوا: )

 

 من أين التمويل؟
 

على ضخامة التكلفة اللازمة « أسكوا»يتفق البنك الدولى ولجنة الأمم المتحدة الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لغرب آسيا 

  .لعملية إعادة اعمار سوريا، رغم اختلافهما حول بعض تفاصيلها

 

الذى يعمل « برنامج الأجندة الوطنية لمستقبل سوريا»مليار دولار وفقاً لتقدير  327تكلفة الحرب السورية وصلت إلى 

البنك الدولى يعتمد منهجاً آخر، وهو تقدير الخسارة التراكمية فى إجمالى الناتج المحلى « أسكواس»فى إطار 

  .مليار دولار 226السورى، التى تبلغ 

 

سا إلا تقديرين أوليين لحصاد الهشيم السورى بعد ست سنوات على حرب داخلية شاركت فيها قوى ولكن هذين لي

إقليمية ودولية. والأرجح أن التكلفة الفعلية ستكون أكثر مما يقُدَّره خبراء البنك الدولى والبرنامج الذى يعمل فى إطار 

متفائلين إلى حد يبعدهم « أسكوا»دو خبراء برنامج عندما تحُسب فعلياً عن طريق عمليات حصر واقعية. ويب« أسكوا»

عن الواقع عندما يقُدَّرون قيمة الدمار الفعلى بنحو مائة مليار دولار فقط، أى أقل مما يعتبرونه خسارة ناتجة عن 

  .الفرص الضائعة

 

ى، فضلاً عن أنه كما أن تقدير البنك الدولى يعتمد على دراسة اقتصرت على عشر مدن فقط، أى أنه تقدير انتقائ

نظرى لا يستند على أى مسوح ميدانية. كما أن الدمار الذى لحق بالمنازل ليس إلا جزءا من الحصاد الرهيب لكارثة 

  .تشمل جزءا كبيرا من البنية التحتية يصعب تقديره نظريا

 

الوقت الذى تلتزم فيه الولايات المتحدة والدول الأوروبية  ولكن السؤال الجوهرى هو : كيفية تمويل هذه العملية فى

  .الصمت بشأنها، وتتجاهل مناشدات روسيا المتكررة للبدء فى وضع مشروع كبير لهذا الغرض

 

ولا يعود عدم اهتمامها حتى الآن إلى أسباب سياسية فقط. فمن الطبيعى أنها ترغب فى استكشاف ما سيكون عليه 

سوريا، ونوع نظام الحكم الذى سينتج عن الحل السياسى فى النهاية، قبل أن تضع موضوع إعادة الاعمار  الوضع فى

  .على جدول أعمالها

 

غير أنه حتى إذا أمكن التوصل إلى حل يرضيها، فلن يكون هذا كافياً لتوقع إقبالها على مشاركة قوية فى إعادة 

. الاقتصادات الأوروبية، باستثناء ألمانيا، تمر فى مرحلة صعبة. وليس الاعمار، لأن اقتصاداتها ليست على ما يرام

إعادة اعمار سوريا التى تركتها لروسيا، فى الوقت الذى يرفع  هناك ما يغُرى الولايات المتحدة بدعم

 رئيسها شعار أمريكا أولاً.
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 الإسكوا: )الصباح الجديد(: 

 

 2030خططه للتنمية المستدامة حتى عام تحرك أممي لمساعدة العراق في تنفيذ 

 :وعد الشمري –بغداد 

أعلنت وزارة التخطيط والتعاون الانمائي، أمس الثلاثاء، عن قرب توقيع مذكرة تفاهم مع لجنة تابعة للامم المتحدة تتعلق 

عادة اعمار المناطق بموضوعات تخص الشأن العراقي، موضحة أن اجتماعات عقدت بين الجانبين تهدف إلى مواجهة الفقر وا

 .المحررة

يأتي ذلك في وقت اشادت لجنة في مجلس النواب بسياسات الحكومة الامنية والاقتصادية، لافتة إلى وجود تطور كبير على 

 .صعيد التواصل مع المنظمات الدولية

الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لغرب اسيا وفداً من لجنة الامم المتحدة “وقال المتحدث باسم وزارة التخطيط عبد الزهرة الهنداوي إن 

 .”)الإسكوا( يزور حالياً بغداد للمرة الاولى لغرض التباحث في عدد من المجالات المهمة

اجتماعات عقدت على مدى ثلاثة ايام بحضور طواقم من الوزارات “، ان ”الصباح الجديد“وتابع الهنداوي في حديث مع 

 .”العراقية

ى عدد من المحاور أهمها موضوع التنمية المستدامة في العراق بحسب الخطة الموضوعة حتى البحث انصب عل“ولفت إلى أن 

 .”2030عام 

موضوعات اخرى تناقشها الاجتماعات من بينها موضوع مكافحة الفقر ورفع مستوى المعيشة “واشار الهنداوي إلى أن 

 .”ومواجهة انعدام التعليم

العراق “، أفاد بأن ”المهمة التي تم مناقشتها تتعلق باعادة اعمار المناطق المحررة احد الموضوعات“وفيما أوضح الهنداوي أن 

 .”يتطلع للاستفادة من الخبرات الدولية على هذا الصعيد من المنظمات الدولية

ب خطة الحكومة على صعيد اعادة اعمار المناطق التي تعرضت إلى دمار بسب“ونوّه المتحدث باسم وزارة التخطيط إلى أن 

 .”2018العمليات العسكرية والارهاب تمتد من العام المقبل وتنتهي في 

معالجة الملف يحتاج إلى اموال تقدم من المنظمات الدولية المتخصصة اضافة إلى موضوع الدعم اللوجستي وتهيئة “وزاد ان 

 .”الطواقم الوظيفية المعنية لكي تمارس عملها على اتم وجه

قريبة لامين عام منظمة )الإسكوا( محمد علي الحكيم إلى بغداد لغرض توقيع مذكرة تفاهم تتضمن زيارة “وكشف الهنداوي عن 

الموضوعات التي تخص الشأن العراقي لاسيما على الاصعدة الاجتماعية والثقافية والاقتصادية كالمتعلقة بالمناخ والاحصاء 

 .”السكاني ورفع مستوى المعيشة والتأهيل الصحي

الحكومة العراقية “، أن ”الصباح الجديد“و لجنة حقوق الانسان النيابية عبد الرحيم الشمري في تصريح إلى بدوره، ذكر عض

 .”حققت نجاحات عدة مؤخراً لاسيما على الصعيد الامني والاقتصادي وكذلك ادامة التواصل مع المنظمات الدولية

طبيعة سياسة الحكومة العراقية وكيف أنها انهت وجودت  العالم تعرف على“وأضاف الشمري، النائب عن محافظة نينوى، أن 

داعش والتضحيات التي قدمتها المناطق المحررة والقوات المسلحة وبالتالي جاءت يد المساعدة والعون من الجميع، وصولاً إلى 

 .”فرض السيطرة الاتحادية على المناطق المتنازع عليها

ثل الملف الابرز بين الاتفاقات مع منظمة )الإسكوا(، كونه يحتاج إلى تخصيص اعادة اعمار المناطق المحررة يم“وأوضح أن 

 .”مالي كبير وكذلك خبرات ودعم لوجستي

موازنة العراق لا تكفي لاعمار الجانب الايمن من الموصل فقط، فما بالك بقية المناطق سواء داخل محافظة “وبين الشمري ان 

 .”دين وديالى نينوى وبقية المحافظات كالانبار وصلاح

العديد من المدن تم التصويت عليها داخل مجلس النواب على أنها منكوبة وبالتالي نحتاج إلى “ومضى الشمري إلى أن 

 ”.المنظمات الدولية والدول المناحة من أجل اعادة النازحين اليها بعد توفير مستلزمات العيش فيها

 



 

 
 الإسكوا: )عكاظ(: 

 

 «المنظمة البحرية»يؤيدون ملف ترشيح الإمارات لعضوية وزراء النقل العرب 

 

http://bit.ly/2yMwI0C 

 

 الإسكوا: )الفجر(: 

 

 لمجلس وزراء النقل العرب 30ننشر توصيات الدورة الـ 
الأكاديمية العربية للعلوم والتكنولوجيا والنقل التي استضافتها  30أصدر مجلس وزراء النقل العرب، توصيات الدورة الـ 

  .البحري بالإسكندرية على مدار يومين

 

 30النقل العرب، الدورة الـ وترأست مصر، ممثلة في الدكتور هشام عرفات، وزير النقل، رئيس المكتب التنفيذي لوزراء 

 ."وليبيا وفلسطين واليمنللمجلس، بحضور وزراء النقل بدول " تونس والأردن والعراق والسودان 

 

للجان الفنية للنقل، إلى الاجتماع المشترك  وأوصى المجلس بإحالة دراسة إنشاء مركز بيئي عربي متخصص بالنقل المستدام 

وكلف المجلس،  العرب في دورته المقبلة.في حضور مندوب العراق لمناقشاتها ورفع التوصية بشأنها إلى مجلس وزراء النقل 

بالتنسيق مع الأمانة العامة للجامعة العربية لإعداد الصيغة النهائية للتقرير يمية العربية للعلوم والتكنولوجيا والنقل البحري الأكاد

الدول العربية ودول أمريكا الجنوبية. الخاص بوضع آلية لإنشاء شركتين قطاع خاص للنقل البحري والخدمات اللوجستية بين 

للتحقيق في الحوادث البحرية، وإنشاء مركز عربي مستقل لتحقيقات إطار عربي بين الدول العربية وتضمنت التوصيات إنشاء 

 .الحوادث البحرية

 

لتعزيز قدرات مسئولي الإدارات والشركات الملاحية حول المتطلبات الدولية الخاصة وعقد دورات تدريبية وورش عمل 

ية العربية إلى تحديث عناصر دراسة مشروع إنشاء البوابة الإلكترونية العربية ودعا المجلس الأكاديم السفن بالوقود.بتموين 

الدراسة ضوء المستجدات الحالية والتنسيق مع الأمانة العامة للجامعة العربية لتدبير التمويل اللازم لإعداد لنقل التجارة، في 

  .الشاملة في هذا الشأن

 

الإمارات العربية المتحدة لعضوية المجلس النقل العرب لملف ترشيح دولة ووافق المجلس على دعم تأييد مجلس وزراء 

، وحشد تأييد التكتلات الإفريقية والآسيوية 2019-2018للفترة   Bالفئة ضمن  (IMO) التنفيذي في المنظمة البحرية الدولية

  .الإماراتوأمريكا الجنوبية وغيرها لدعم ترشيح دولة 

 

للنقل على الطرق بالتعاون مع الاتحاد التي نظمها الاتحاد الدولي  2016يات الندوة الدولية السادسة دبي ورحب بنتائج وتوص

البحري في بلورة توصيات الندوة الدولية العربي للنقل البري، ودعا إلى إشراك الأكاديمية العربية للعلوم والتكنولوجيا والنقل 

  المشار إليها.

 

البحري، وذلك تفاقية تنظيم النقل البحري للركاب والبضائع بين الدول العربية إلى اللجنة الفنية للنقل وأحال المجلس مشروع ا

  .بين الدول العربيةلأفراد اتفاقية خاصة لتنظيم الإجراءات الفنية والمالية للنقل البحري للركاب والبضائع 

 

متحدة الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لغربي آسيا "الاسكوا" إلى توسيع كما وافق مجلس وزراء النقل العرب على دعوة لجنة الأمم ال

كما تضمنت التوصيات،  التفاهم بشأن التعاون في مجال النقل البحري لدول المشرق لتشمل كافة الدول العربية.العمل بمذكرة 

مجال النقل البحري، التعاون في  دعوة الدول العربية للتصديق والانضمام إلى مذكرة التفاهم التي أعدتها "الاسكوا" بشأن

http://bit.ly/2yMwI0C


العربية في الحوادث ودعوة من يرغب من الدول العربية إلى التوقيع على مذكرة التفاهم بشأن التنسيق والتعاون بين الدول 

  .البحرية

 

المنظمات واختتمت التوصيات بدعوة النادي الإسلامي للحماية والتعويض بالتنسيق مع الأمانة العامة للجامعة العربية ب

العربية لعرض دور النادي والاتحادات العربية ذات العلاقة، لعقد ورشة عمل تشارك فيها الدول العربية والشركات الملاحية 

 وخدماته على ملاك السفن ومميزات انضمام شركات الملاحة العربية له.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  الإسكوا: )الوكالة الوظنية للإعلام(:
 

أوغاسابيان شارك في المشاورات الإقليمية لتحديد التكلفة الإقتصادية للعنف ضد المرأة: مكافحته من أهداف 

 الاستراتيجية الوطنية

 
شارك وزير الدولة لشؤون المرأة جان أوغاسابيان في المشاورات الإقليمية التي عقدتها اليوم، لجنة الأمم المتحدة  -وطنية 

ة لغربي آسيا "الإسكوا" بالشراكة مع المعهد السويدي في الإسكندرية وهيئة الأمم المتحدة للمساواة بين الإقتصادية والاجتماعي

الجنسين وتمكين المرأة. وتهدف هذه المشاورات التي تنعقد في الإسكندرية حتى يوم غد الأربعاء، إلى مناقشة آليات احتساب 

اقتصادي لاحتساب التكلفة الإقتصادية للعنف ضد المرأة تم تصميمه من  التكلفة الإقتصادية للعنف ضد المرأة، وعرض نموذج

 .قبل الإسكوا إنسجاما مع المعطيات الخاصة بالمنطقة العربية

 

  أوغاسابيان

الإقليمي، ولفت فيها إلى "التزام لبنان تطبيق اتفاقية الغاء جميع أشكال التمييز  وألقى أوغاسابيان كلمة لبنان في هذا الإجتماع

السيداو"، مشيرا الى أنه "تم تكييف مجالات عمل الاستراتيجية الوطنية التي وضعتها وزارة الدولة لشؤون المرأة -ضد المرأة

زام لبنان العالمي بأهداف التنمية المستدامة وخاصة الهدف ومع الت 2030مع الأهداف الاستراتيجية لخطة التنمية المستدامة لعام 

الخامس المتعلق بتحقيق المساواة بين الجنسين وتمكين كل النساء والفتيات، علما أن هذه الاستراتيجية تتضمن اثني عشر مجالا 

 ."للعمل من بينها مكافحة العنف ضد المرأة

 

ي، تعمل الوزارة على مناهضة العنف القانوني ضد المرأة من خلال تنزيه وقال: "بما أن العنف لا يقتصر على العنف الجسد

القوانين المجحفة واستطعنا حتى الآن تقديم مشاريع قوانين من شأنها مكافحة جميع أنواع العنف ضد المرأة منها: مشروع قانون 

ض احكام قانون الضمان الاجتماعي. ولعل لتجريم التحرش الجنسي في اماكن العمل والأماكن العامة، مشروع قانون لتعديل بع

من قانون العقوبات اللبناني والتي كانت  522أهم ما تم انجازه في مجال مكافحة العنف ضد المرأة بشكل مباشر هو الغاء المادة 

قانون  تسمح بتزويج المغتصب للضحية واعفائه من العقوبة، ولا يزال ثمة ثغرة في القانون الجديد والوزارة قدمت مشروع

 ."لاجراء التعديلات ذات الصلة

 

المتعلق بحماية النساء وسائر أفراد الأسرة من العنف  293ولفت إلى أنه "تم تقديم اقتراح مشروع قانون لتعديل القانون رقم 

ام الرابطة ، وأهم ما جاء في التعديلات اعادة تعريف الأسرة بحيث تشمل الزوجين ليس فقط أثناء قي2014الذي كان قد أقر عام 

الزوجية وإنما أيضا بعد انحلالها لأن هذا الانحلال لا يمنع المعنف من ارتكاب التعنيف، وإعادة تعريف العنف الأسري ليعكس 

أيضا استعمال السلطة داخل الأسرة بالقوة الجسدية أو غيرها، ومعاقبة كل من حرض أو اشترك أو تدخل في جريمة العنف 

جريمة جريمة قائمة بذاتها، وتتم معاقبة نتائجها الجرمية كافة من قتل قصدي، وغير مقصود، الأسري، وأن تصبح هذه ال

واستغلال جنسي، وحجز حرية، وإيذاء جسدي ومعنوي واقتصادي، إضافة إلى اعتماد مبدأ تخصص القضاة في قضايا العنف 

 ."ا من محامين عامين وقضاة حكم أو موضوعالأسري عبر تكليف قضاة في كل محافظة لتلقي الشكاوى ومتابعة جميع مراحله

 

وعدد أوغاسابيان التعديلات المقترحة على قانون حماية النساء وسائر أفراد الأسرة من العنف، مشيرا إلى "تخصيص أمر 

 الحماية للنساء وشمول الحماية للأطفال بغض النظر عن سن حضانتهم وتكريس حق المرأة في إخراج أولادها معها حكما كما

وسائر الأشخاص المقيمين معها إذا كانوا معرضين للخطر مع إلزامية جلسات التأهيل للمعنف في قرار الحماية، فضلا عن 

تفعيل آلية تنفيذ قرارات الحماية بين السلطات المختصة"، منوها بوجود "جمعيات أهلية تعمل في لبنان في هذا المجال وقد 

 ."متابعة أمورهم القانونيةوفرت أماكن خاصة لاستقبال المعنفات و

 

وأوضح أن "وزارة الدولة لشؤون المرأة تعمل على اعداد الاستراتيجية الوطنية لمكافحة العنف ضد المرأة في لبنان بالشراكة 

وذلك بشكل تشاركي مع جميع الجهات المعنية، على أن تتضمن هذه الاستراتيجية خطة العمل  ESCWA و UNFPA مع

جميع الجهات المسؤولة عن تنفيذ الاستراتيجية"، مشيرا إلى أن "الوزارة تعمل بالشراكة مع الهيئة الوطنية واطار الرصد ودور 

 ."بشأن المرأة والسلام والأمن 1325على اعداد خطة العمل الوطنية للقرار  ESCWA لشؤون المرأة اللبنانية والـ

 



ف ضد المرأة مسألة في غاية الأهمية في لبنان، ما يستدعي تدخلات وأكد أنه "بالرغم من كل هذه الانجازات، تبقى مسألة العن

على مستوى اعداد السياسات ووضع آليات وطنية لمكافحة العنف، وخاصة أن العنف ضد المرأة يؤدي الى تكبد خسائر ليس 

اسة أوجه العنف ضد فقط اجتماعية بل واقتصادية ضخمة تؤثر سلبا على كل المجتمع بحسب منظمة الصحة العالمية. وإن در

المرأة وأسبابه وسياسات مكافحته وكذلك تحليل تكلفة العنف على الاقتصاد سوف تمكن الدولة من وضع آليات وطنية ووضع 

خطط توجيهية لمكافحة العنف ضد المرأة وتخصيص الموارد لتدخلات مبكرة ما سيخفض تكاليف عواقب العنف ضد المرأة 

 ."ى الناتج المحلي الاجمالي أم عواقب اجتماعيةسواء كانت عواقب اقتصادية عل

 

وختم أوغاسابيان كلمته بشكر "الاسكوا وهيئة الأمم المتحدة للمرأة على الدراسة التي تم اعدادها حول كيفية احتساب تكلفة 

أو أي جهة دولية العنف الأسري"، مؤكدا "الاستعداد لتنفيذ مشاريع ودراسة وفقا للمنهجية التي تم وضعها من قبل الأسكوا 

أخرى ذات خبرات عالية في هذا المجال لوضع دراسات تسمح بقياس تكلفة العنف الأسري في لبنان على الاقتصاد الوطني، 

خصوصا أن لا أرقام رسمية في لبنان في هذا المجال"، مشددا على "أهمية هكذا دراسات لأنها تساهم في وضع آليات 

ضد المرأة". وقال: "نحن نعول على التعاون والتبادل للخبرات مع دول عربية سبق وأن وسياسات لمكافحة ومناهضة العنف 

 أعدت دراسات اقتصادية نتيجة العنف ونفذت مشاريع لتخفيف تأثيرات العنف وصولا الى الغائها كليا".

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ESCWA: (Relief Web):  

Occupation, Natural Resource Exploitation by Israel Hindering Social, Economic 

Gains in Palestinian Lands, Syrian Golan, Delegates Tell Second Committee 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECOND COMMITTEE 

SEVENTY-SECOND SESSION, 21ST MEETING (PM) 

 

Israeli occupation and natural resource exploitation continued to hamper social and economic 

development in the occupied State of Palestine and the Syrian Golan, speakers told the Second 

Committee (Economic and Financial) as it discussed those territories today. 

 

Israel had carried out military decisions and discriminatory laws which impacted Palestinian 

natural resources and economic development, said the representative of the State of Palestine. By 

taking over his State’s resources, Israel had imposed full control on Palestinian trade and 

guaranteed that its economy would be almost completely subservient to Israel. Israel had also 

deprived Palestine World Trade Organization (WTO) benefits of 14.5 per cent for transport, 

transit and shipping fees of low‑income States. 

 

Although the United Nations had adopted resolutions that determined Israel as the occupying 

Power of Palestinian territory, he said that Power gave no credence to those resolutions, acting as 

though it was above the law. Thus, he said that an international boycott of Israeli settlements and 

companies was a procedure in line with those resolutions and that the international community 

must end its dealings with Israeli settlements built on occupied Palestinian land. 

 

Qatar’s representative, who spoke on behalf of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 

stated that recent reports attested to a systematic and escalating pattern of human rights and 

international law violations because of Israel’s illegal, oppressive and destructive policies. 

 

Despite calls by the international community to halt those activities, Israel continued its colonial 

settlement enterprise in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, he said. 

Israel must be compelled to respect international law, and the Palestinian people could not 

remain the exception to the responsibility to protect civilians from atrocities. 

 

Yemen’s representative, speaking on behalf of the League of Arab States, said Israeli occupation 

of the Palestinian Territory and Syrian Golan had limited socioeconomic development and 

prevented Palestinians from the free and direct use of their natural resources. The Israelis had 

erected permanent military blockades on the Gaza Strip, which had exacerbated living conditions 

there. Noting a link between poverty suffered by Palestinians and Israel occupation practices, he 

said Israel’s daily activities were the primary reason many Palestinians lived below the poverty 

line. 

 

Regarding the occupied Syrian Golan, the representative from the Syria said Israel had “blatantly 

defied” Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and had continued actions that deprived Syrians 

of their land. Israel and foreign companies continued to seize and exploit natural resources in the 

Occupied Syrian Golan, including water, gas and oil. 

 



Bangladesh’s representative called upon the international community to impress upon Israel the 

need to put an end to its systematic violation of international humanitarian law, as well as to its 

restrictive measures, so that a favourable condition was created for the economies of Occupied 

Palestinian Territories to grow. 

 

In response to those criticisms, Israel’s representative said that the Economic and Social 

Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) report was full of false narratives and descriptions that 

were repeatedly used to bash and incite his country, and failed to mention that Hamas was 

administering the Gaza Strip through violence, human rights violations and exploitation of 

natural resources. 

 

Conflict in the area had caused socioeconomic hardship on both sides, including through 

thousands of rockets that had been fired by Hamas at Israel, he said. The report also did not 

include the daily terror attacks by Palestinians against Israel. As for natural resources, Israel had 

recently agreed with the Palestinians on a Red and Dead Sea pipe project, an agreement on 

cross‑border sewage, and the Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism. Concluding, he said it was 

surreal that Israel was being accused of human rights violations by some of the world’s worst 

human rights abusers. 

 

Prior to the debate, the Executive Secretary of ESCWA presented the Secretary‑General’s note 

on the economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the 

Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and the Arab 

population in the occupied Syrian Golan (document A/72/90-E/2017/71). 

 

Also speaking were representatives of Ecuador (for the “Group of 77” developing countries and 

China), Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Namibia, Venezuela, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Brunei 

Darussalam, Egypt, South Africa, United Arab Emirates and Maldives. 

 

The representatives of Syria, Iran and Israel exercised their right of reply. 

 

The Second Committee will meet again at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 25 October, to discuss 

operational activities. 

 

Introduction of Report 

 

MOHAMED ALI ALHAKIM, Under‑Secretary‑General and Executive Secretary of the 

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), introduced the 

Secretary‑General’s note on the economic and social repercussions of the Israeli occupation on 

the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 

East Jerusalem, and the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan (document A/72/90-

E/2017/71). He said serious concerns remained about the use of force by the Israeli security 

forces. Between the period of 1 April 2016 and 31 March 2017, 63 Palestinians, including 19 

children, were killed by Israeli army and security forces in the West Bank, including East 

Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. According to the document, at least 37 of the Palestinians killed 

were carrying out or suspected of carrying out attacks against Israelis. During the reporting 



period, 12 Israelis, including 7 civilians, were killed in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian 

Territory and 162 Israelis were injured in attacks by Palestinians. 

 

Palestinians continued to suffer from settler violence and harassment, he said, noting that during 

the period there were 39 violent settler‑related incidents that resulted in Palestinian casualties in 

the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem. Furthermore, Israeli authorities continued the 

practice of delaying the return of bodies of Palestinians who carried out or were alleged of 

carrying out attacks. That practice, according to the report, may be contrary to the Geneva 

Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. 

 

Concerning detention and ill‑treatment, he said that as of January, there were 6,500 Palestinians 

held in Israeli prisons and an additional 536 under administrative detention. According to the 

report, no criminal investigation was opened into more than 1,000 complaints of torture or 

ill‑treatment filed since 2001. Turning to housing, he said that Israel had demolished 726 

Palestinian‑owned structures in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Furthermore, the 

settler population in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, had doubled since the Oslo 

Accords to more than 594,000 persons. 

 

On movement and access restrictions, he said the closures in Gaza were tightened after Hamas 

took over the area in 2007, and successive military confrontations exacerbated the humanitarian 

crisis in Gaza, which undermined development efforts and resulted in recurrent violations of 

human rights. In addition, 44 per cent of the West Bank remained off‑limits to Palestinian 

construction and development, and by mid‑December 2016, there were 472 obstacles to 

movement there. 

 

On exploitation, endangerment and depletion of Palestinian natural resources, he said Gaza 

continued to suffer from the effect of the 2014 military conflict. Constraints on the rehabilitation 

of infrastructure left 23 per cent of Gazans disconnected from the sewage network, and damage 

to electricity and fuel lines had contributed to chronic and electricity and fuel deficit. As a result, 

about 2 million Palestinians were left with three hours of electricity per day. The chronic 

electricity deficit exacerbated the water crisis in Gaza and affected more than 300 water and 

wastewater facilities. By June 2016, the average water consumption by Palestinians in the West 

Bank was 73 litres of water per capita per day, below the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 

recommendation of 100 litres per day and below the 240 litres to which Israelis had access. 

 

With regards to the socioeconomic conditions, he said the Palestinian economy had improved; 

however, there were sharp differences between the living conditions in Gaza as compared to the 

rest of the Occupied Palestinian territory. Food insecurity remained high, and more than 70 per 

cent of Gazans received some sort of international aid, primarily food assistance. He expressed 

similar concerns relating to education and public health. 

 

On the occupied Syrian Golan, he said that the Security Council resolution 497 (1981) demanded 

that Israel should rescind its decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration. Despite 

that, settlement expansion by the Israeli authorities continued in violation of international law. 

Furthermore, Israeli and foreign‑owned companies continued to exploit natural resources after 

receiving licenses from Israeli authorities. 



 

Interactive Discussion 

 

The representative from the State of Palestine expressed concern over the length of the new 

report, which was shorter than the previous one. He also raised numerous concerns over specific 

language and figures which were presented in the report, and said that he would send a list of 

those concerns to the Committee and the Office of the Secretary‑General. 

 

Statements 

 

ABDULLAH ABU SHAWESH, State of Palestine, associating himself with the “Group of 77” 

developing countries and China, noted that a half century had passed since Israeli occupation of 

his people’s territory had begun. During that time, Israel had carried out hundreds of military 

decisions and enacted discriminatory laws that had impacted Palestinian natural resources and 

economic development. It had assumed control of Palestinian water, erected a separation wall 

and deprived his people of the right to use Dead Sea minerals. Indirectly, Israel had assumed 

control of his State’s resources by imposing full control of Palestinian trade with the outside 

world. That guaranteed that the Palestinian economy would be almost completely subservient to 

Israel. It had also deprived the State of Palestine World Trade Organization (WTO) benefits of 

14.5 per cent of fees for transport, transit and shipping for low‑income States. The United 

Nations had adopted many resolutions that determined Israel as the occupying Power of 

Palestinian territory. But Israel gave no credence to those resolutions, acting as though it was 

above the law. International boycott of Israeli settlements and companies was a procedure in line 

with those resolutions. The international community must end its dealings with Israeli 

settlements built on occupied Palestinian land. 

 

HELENA YÁNEZ LOZA (Ecuador), speaking on behalf of the Group of 77, said Israel’s 

establishment of settlements in the Palestinian territory , including East Jerusalem, had no legal 

validity and constituted a flagrant violation under international law. It was a major obstacle to 

achievement of the two‑State solution and a just, lasting and comprehensive peace. She 

demanded that Israel immediately and completely cease all settlement activities in the Palestinian 

territory, including East Jerusalem, calling on all States to distinguish between the territory of 

Israel and the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967. 

 

She expressed concern about Israel’s exploitation of natural resources in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory and other Arab areas Israel had occupied since 1967. She was gravely 

concerned about the extensive destruction of agricultural land and orchards in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, the severe environmental and economic impact and the widespread 

destruction to vital infrastructure, including water pipelines, sewage networks and electricity 

networks. Her Group demanded that Israel cease exploiting, damaging, causing loss, depleting 

and endangering natural resources in those territories, and recognize the Palestinian right to 

claim restitution because of Israel’s illegal measures. 

 

AHMAD SAIF Y.A. AL-KUWARI (Qatar) spoke as the coordinator for the working group on 

development for the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). He stated that the Economic 

and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) report “Economic and social repercussions 



of the Israeli occupation on the living conditions of the Palestinian people in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied 

Syrian Golan” (document A/72/90-E/2017/71) attested to a systematic and escalating pattern of 

human rights violations and violations of international law. Those violations were a result of the 

illegal, oppressive and destructive policies and measures that continued to be carried out by 

Israel, he said. Despite calls by the international community for the halting of Israel’s illegal 

policies and measures, that country had intensified its illegal actions, which included its colonial 

settlement enterprise in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. Israel must 

be compelled to respect international law, and the Palestinian people could not remain the 

exception to the responsibility to protect civilians from atrocities. 

 

TALAL ALI RASHED ALJAMALI (Yemen), speaking on behalf of the League of Arab States, 

said Israeli occupation of the Occupied Palestinian Territory and occupied Syrian Golan over the 

past 50 years had limited socioeconomic development in those areas. The occupation had 

prevented Palestinians from the free and direct use of their natural resources, including land and 

water. The Israelis had erected permanent military blockades on the Gaza Strip, which had 

exacerbated living conditions there. There was a link between poverty suffered by Palestinians 

and Israeli occupation practices. Israel’s daily activities were the primary reason many 

Palestinians lived below the poverty line. Israel had used various reasons to confiscate 

Palestinian territories, including excavations and tourist projects. 

 

MOHD SUHAIMI AHMAD TAJUDDIN (Malaysia), aligning himself with the Group of 77, 

took note of the latest ESCWA report and condemned what he called “ruthless and lopsided 

treachery” of Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territory as well as in the Syrian Golan. That 

included the exploitation of natural resources, agricultural lands and infrastructure, demolition of 

homes and discriminatory allocation of water and access to land. He urged the United Nations 

system to strengthen its assistance to mitigate the suffering of Palestinians and the Arab 

population of the occupied Syrian Golan. He reaffirmed his country’s strong opposition to 

expansion of Israeli settlements, urging Member States to garner the necessary political will to 

act urgently to reverse it and other negative trends on the ground that were creating a one‑State 

reality instead of a two‑State solution. 

 

ROUA SHURBAJI (Syrian Arab Republic), associating herself with the Group of 77, said recent 

reports demonstrated the slow implementation of mandates on the Palestinian situation and the 

occupied Syrian Golan. Israel had continued its policies which displaced people, demolished 

properties, illegally seized land and evicted populations in favour of Israeli settlements. She 

recalled the numerous Security Council resolutions that addressed those issues, including 

resolution 497 (1981), which Israel “blatantly defied” by imposing their “racist” laws. Israel had 

continued its illegal activities, including through local council elections and the extension of 

privileges to Israelis in the Golan settlements. Such actions had deprived Syrians of their land 

and prevented them from construction and agricultural activities in the area. Israel and foreign 

companies continued to seize and exploit natural resources in the area, particularly water, gas 

and oil. To that end, she called upon the international community to force Israel to respect the 

resolutions and international law. She noted that the report failed to adequately present the issue 

of Syrians who were detained and imprisoned by Israel. The conflict in her country would not 

prevent its people from pursuing their rights in the occupied Syrian Golan, she concluded. 



 

MOHAMMED KHASHAAN (Saudi Arabia), associating himself with the Group of 77, said 

Israel had continued to violate all international resolutions in their actions against the Palestinian 

people. They had closed mosques and imposed blockades. Stressing that settling the Palestinian 

issue was at the top of his country’s priorities, he expressed hope that a peace agreement could 

be signed that would guarantee security for all. That agreement would be contingent on Israel 

leaving the Palestinian territory and Syrian Golan. A Saudi Arabian initiative endorsed by the 

international community would establish a Palestinian State. Only then would the region find a 

peaceful solution. 

 

DIPU MONI (Bangladesh), associating herself with the Group of 77, said that the continued 

occupation of the Palestinian Territories for nearly five decades, as well as the indiscriminate 

attacks against civilians and the expansion of illegal settlements by Israel, constituted an affront 

to the rights of the Palestinian people. Gaza continued to face difficulties with water access and 

sanitation infrastructure, with 23 per cent of its people disconnected from the sewage network. 

The ECSWA report noted that the demolition of the water, sanitation and hygiene infrastructure 

continued in those territories. Food insecurity in the Occupied Palestinian Territory derived 

primarily from the lack of economic access to food that was intrinsically correlated with poverty, 

she said. The principle of “leave no one behind” applied to all, including people under foreign 

occupation. She called upon the international community to impress upon Israel the need to put 

an end to its systematic violation of international humanitarian law, as well as to its restrictive 

measures, so that a favourable condition was created for the economies of Occupied Palestinian 

Territories to grow. 

 

SHERWIN LUMBAN TOBING (Indonesia), associating himself with the Group of 77, said the 

Palestinian people would not be able to undertake transformative steps to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals under the Israeli occupation. That occupation had created severe limitations 

on social and economic development in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Syrian Golan, 

and the negative impact of persistent policies and practices — including destruction of property 

and infrastructure, land confiscation, expansion of illegal settlements and prolonged restrictions 

on movement and trade — risked reversing Palestine’s development trajectory. Calling for 

special attention to be paid to the diverse needs and challenges of countries and peoples under 

foreign occupation, including the Palestinians, he said obstacles to realizing their right to 

self‑determination must be removed and their sovereignty reclaimed. That would include 

measures to end the exploitation and depletion of Palestinian natural resources by Israeli 

authorities and settlers; lift restrictions on the movement of persons and goods; and redouble the 

international community’s efforts to end the Israeli occupation through a political solution. 

 

LINDA ANNE SCOTT (Namibia), associating herself with the Group of 77, called on the Israeli 

Government to desist from illegal restrictions, construction and settlements that prevented the 

economy of the Occupied Palestinian Territory from thriving, and urged them to stop the 

destruction of Palestinian homes and properties. Her country was concerned by the 

Secretary‑General’s warnings that Israel continued to deploy discriminatory policies and 

practices in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the occupied Syrian Golan. She also called 

attention to the debilitating fuel and water shortages in Gaza as well as restrictions on water 

accessibility and construction permits in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. She stressed the 



need to preserve the territorial integrity of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 

Jerusalem, and stood with the people of Palestine in their pursuit of self‑determination. 

 

Ms. AL-SHAMARI (Qatar) denounced Israeli practices that violated international law and 

international humanitarian law in the occupied territories of Palestine and the Syrian Golan. She 

advocated for the protection of schools in the Occupied Palestinian Territory to guarantee the 

right to education of Palestinian children. She said it was unacceptable for Israel to continue 

building settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and the occupied Syrian Golan. 

Accordingly, she called upon Israel to end its policies that ran counter to international law, and 

provide the Palestinian people the opportunity to enjoy their rights in their territory. Qatar 

intended to continue its efforts for peace and security in the Middle East, she stated. 

 

RAFAEL DARÍO RAMÍREZ CARREÑO (Venezuela) said 50 years of Israeli occupation of 

Palestinian territory had elapsed and there was no indication that the state of affairs would 

change. Instead, Israel had continued to breach international law, violate the principles of the 

Organization’s Charter and acted in defiance of several United Nations resolutions. Israel had 

continued to defy and trample the human rights of the Palestinian people through arbitrary 

detentions, including children. Demolitions of property in the West Bank and East Jerusalem 

were occurring at a record level. Prolonged occupation of Palestinian territory by Israel was one 

thing, but the country was also illegally exploiting that State’s resources, including water as well 

as flora and fauna, and limiting its economic development. 

 

Mr. AL KHAFAJI (Iraq) said Israel’s occupation and settlement of Palestinian territory was a 

historic injustice in flagrant violation of United Nations resolutions and human rights. Finding a 

just solution to that issue would lead to increased stability in the Middle East. The rights of 

Palestinians to their natural resources, including land and water, were inalienable, yet they were 

being squandered and endangered due to Israel’s illegitimate measures. The benefits of the 

international community’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development would be inaccessible to 

Palestinians. Adding that the Palestinians needed international support to alleviate its burden, he 

called for full international social and political support in the area. 

 

NOUR MAMDOUH KASEB ALJAZI (Jordan), associating herself with the League of Arab 

States, Group of 77 and OIC, said the Israeli occupation continued to deprive Palestinians of 

their inalienable rights. The occupation had affected the development of most Palestinians, who 

continued to face rampant poverty and unemployment. The occupying Power denied Palestinians 

access to their agricultural territories. It also continued to destroy Palestinian land, while carrying 

out discriminatory policies over water distribution. Israeli confiscation of land was a major 

development obstacle, she added, underscoring that only 10 per cent of those in Gaza had access 

to running water. “Development means security and peace,” she stressed, emphasizing that 

development could not exist alongside occupation. She urged the international community to 

continue to support the Palestinian people and to place pressure on Israel to undertake its 

responsibilities under relevant Security Council resolutions. 

 

OMAR A.A. ANNAKOU (Libya), associating himself with the Arab Group and the Group of 

77, said the illegal separation wall continued to deprive Palestinians access to their fields and 

farms. The systemic home demolitions continued in violation of international law, he added, 



emphasizing that Israel had intensified its home demolitions in an “alarming manner”. Israel 

continued to build settlements and impose water and mobility restrictions. Gaza was a prison of 2 

million people, he said, adding that unemployment was rampant there. Recalling the pledge of 

the Sustainable Development Goals to “leave no one behind”, he asked how that could be 

guaranteed when Palestinians remained marginalized at all levels and suffered from 

discrimination. Two million people were denied food, medicine and mobility. Occupation 

authorities continued their settlements activities and also prevented Syrian citizens from going 

back to the Golan. Israel’s actions were a blatant violation of international humanitarian law. 

“We stand by the Palestinian people,” he said. 

 

ABHAR AHMAD (Brunei Darussalam), associating himself with OIC and the Group of 77, said 

the pledge to leave no one behind meant that the plight of those suffering from war, conflict and 

occupation should not be forgotten. Citing findings by ESCWA that showed the Palestinian 

people might be left behind due to the Israeli occupation, he said the exploitation of their natural 

resources and unfair and discriminatory acts — including the illegal blockade imposed in Gaza 

— were hindering them from realizing their full potential and contributing to global 

development. The Gaza blockade had reduced the availability of essential services and 

necessities, worsening its humanitarian crisis and exacerbating poverty rates and aid dependency. 

The United Nations had the responsibility to galvanize international efforts to bring about a just 

and durable solution, he said, encouraging all States and international organizations to pursue 

fair policies and ensure respect for obligations under international law with respect to all illegal 

practices and measures in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

 

TIBOR SHALEV SCHLOSSER (Israel) noted that a few days ago the leader of the terrorist 

group Hamas had told Palestinians in Gaza that the discussion regarding his country was now 

about its elimination, rather than peace. Hamas was reacting to the international expectation that 

the Palestinian Government should respect the State of Israel and commit to peaceful 

negotiations. Hamas’ death wish would likely not appear in the 2018 ESCWA report. That 

biased report was full of false narratives and descriptions that were repeatedly used to bash and 

incite Israel. It failed to mention that Hamas was administering the Gaza Strip through violence 

and human rights violations and was exploiting its natural resources. He noted that conflict in the 

area had caused socioeconomic hardship on both sides, including through thousands of rockets 

that had been fired by Hamas at Israel. The report also did not include the daily terror attacks by 

Palestinians against Israel. As for natural resources, Israel had recently agreed with the 

Palestinians on a Red and Dead Sea pipe project, which would greatly increase their water 

resources. Israel and the State of Palestine had also come to an agreement on cross‑border 

sewage, including a pipeline from the Jordan Valley. Israel was also fully committed to the Gaza 

Reconstruction Mechanism, but that was not mentioned in the present report. Since 2014, that 

mechanism had enabled the entrance of nearly 10 million tons of construction materials into the 

Palestinian territory, which had improved living conditions measurably. Concluding, he said it 

was surreal that Israel was being accused of human rights violations by some of the world’s 

worst human rights abusers. 

 

MOHAMED OMAR GAD (Egypt), associating himself with the Group of 77, OIC and the Arab 

Group, said the situation for the Palestinian people had become increasingly worse throughout 

the 50 years of occupation. Development efforts continued to be hampered by the realities on the 



ground, which were a direct result of Israel’s arbitrary policies. He called the practices applied 

by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian Territories an “affront to international humanitarian law”. 

Palestinian people continued to be forcefully displaced in violation of various international 

conventions. Meanwhile, Israel’s destruction of Palestinian livelihoods and refusal to grant them 

construction licenses continued to fuel tensions. One out of two Palestinians required some sort 

of aid, he underscored, calling on Israel to end its occupation and comply with international law. 

 

EPHRAIM LESHALA MAHLATSE MMINELE (South Africa), associating himself with the 

Group of 77, said that Israel’s 50 years of occupation had been devastating to the economic and 

social development of the Palestinian people. “The situation on the ground cannot be allowed to 

continue,” he stressed, adding that unemployment in Palestine was among the highest in the 

world and that poverty continued to increase at an alarming rate. Palestinians must be allowed to 

access opportunities for their socioeconomic development and self‑determination. A Palestinian 

economy would be essential for a viable Palestinian State, he added. Palestinians must be able to 

lift themselves out of poverty and engage in economic activities. He also underscored how 

challenging it was for people living under foreign occupation to realize the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

Ms. AL AWAD (United Arab Emirates) said Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territories and the 

Syrian Golan had led to socioeconomic deterioration in clear violation of international 

humanitarian law. Despite Security Council and General Assembly resolutions calling upon 

Israel to cease the building of illegal settlements, it continued its activities in breach of 

international law. The confiscation of Palestinian land continued to separate Palestinian families 

and block their access to essential resources. She emphasized her solidarity with the Palestinian 

people in realizing their inalienable rights, including the right to self‑determination. Palestinians 

had a right to a Palestinian State based on the pre‑1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital. 

She urged the international community and relevant financial institutions and other donors to 

support the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(UNRWA). For its part, the United Arab Emirates would continue to support the Agency’s 

efforts in rebuilding infrastructure and delivering supplies to the Palestinian people, she said. 

 

ALI NASEER MOHAMED (Maldives) said conditions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory 

and Syrian Golan would not improve without adherence to the principles of inadmissibility of 

acquiring land by force and non‑discrimination, as enshrined in the United Nations Charter. He 

condemned the continued use of force and unlawful killings by Israeli forces, ill treatment 

towards the large number of Palestinian detainees, including minors, in an environment where 

there was no proper accountability for torture. He voiced his continued concerned that Israel had 

also intensified punitive demolitions of Palestinian homes, which, together with the so‑called 

“Regularization Law” passed by the Israeli Parliament in February, and the declaration of vast 

amounts of land in the West Bank as State land, was forcing displacement of Palestinian people. 

 

Right of Reply 

 

The representative of Syria, speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said attempts by Israel to 

classify her country as a rogue State that did not recognize the United Nations and rule of law 

were the remarks of a desperate nation. Israel’s efforts to fabricate events would not affect 



Syria’s continued commitment to and defence of people’s rights. People in the Syrian Golan 

were not only deprived of their incomes, their homes were being demolished and they were 

being denied medical attention if they did not carry Israeli identification. None of the Second 

Committee meetings would have enough time to list all the crimes of Israeli occupation. 

 

Iran’s delegate said the Israeli regime wanted to divert international attention from their policies 

by attacking others. Hamas wanted peace in the region, as demonstrated by its fight against 

terrorist groups. The region would not rest as long as illegal occupation continued. 

 

The representative of Israel, responding to Iran, said that as long as Iran’s leaders continued to 

express a wish to eliminate Israel, that country could not be considered a respectable member of 

the international community, but as a regime of terror. In response to Syria’s delegate, he 

questioned how dropping barrel bombs on schools and hospitals were compatible with 

development. 
 


