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16.The Daily Star: Resigned ESCWA head leaves Beirut

17.The Daily Star: Ex-head of UN ESCWA departs Beirut, calls for Lebanon unity
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Resigned ESCWA head leaves Beirut

© Apr. 01,2017 112:15 AM

The Daily Star

BEIRUT: The former head of the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia Friday called on the Lebanese to remain united against outside challenges as she
departed the country for Jordan. “My message to the Lebanese is to ... remain
committed to [protecting your unity],” Rima Khalaf said, addressing reporters. Khalaf
resigned from her post after U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres asked ESCWA
to withdraw a report that claimed “Israel has established an apartheid regime that
dominates the Palestinian people as a whole.” Khalaf said she is seeking to establish a
think tank with Arab partners to continue the “struggle against those violating Arab
rights.”

Copyrights 2017, The Daily Star - All Rights Reserved
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Ex-head of UN ESCWA departs Beirut, calls for
Lebanon unity

@ Mar. 31,2017 1 03:25 PM (Last updated: March 31, 2017 | 07:26 PM)
The Daily Star
BEIRUT: Former U.N. official Rima Khalaf Friday called on the Lebanese to remain

united against challenges as she departed the country for Amman.

"My message to the Lebanese is to ... remain keen on [protecting] their unity," the
former U.N. Under-Secretary-General and Economic and Social Commission for West
Asia Executive Secretary told reporters at Beirut's Rafik Hariri International Airport.
ESCWA's headquarters are located in Beirut.

"The foreign challenges are immense and conflicts on insignificant matters [harm us]
... the whole region is threatened by local and foreign risks, particularly Israel," she
added.

Khalaf had resigned from ESCWA earlier this month, after U.N. Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres requested to have a report on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict taken
down. The report had said "Israel has established an apartheid regime that dominates

the Palestinian people as a whole."
The report is no longer available on the commission’s website.

Khalaf told reporters that people "should fight to dismantle the [Israeli] system. We

must salute anyone resisting Israel in our Arab countries and occupied Palestine."

"We should focus on main issues and not secondary matters that only divide and

weaken us."

Khalaf added that she wasn't looking to assume a new official position, but was
seeking to establish a think tank with Arab partners to continue the "struggle against

those violating Arab rights."

"Our people will consequently win," she said.

Copyrights 2017, The Daily Star - All Rights Reserved
31/03/2017
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