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e Arab Beirut forum to assess SDGs progress (Daily Star)

e L’expérience marocaine en matiére de développement durable et de lutte contre la
pauvreté mise en avant (Le matin)

e Sisi keen to ensure citizens are reaping fruits of reforms, says minister (Egypt today)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McXzJf4bT4Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McXzJf4bT4Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1302068/%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%84%D9%88%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B9-
https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1302068/%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B4-%D9%84%D9%88%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%AB%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%B9-
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/403166/
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/403166/
https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2019/04/11/1233764.html
https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2019/04/11/1233764.html
https://www.alqraralaraby.news/%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%B1/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-34;%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9/55461
https://www.alqraralaraby.news/%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%B1/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%A8%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-34;%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B6%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9/55461
https://www.elbayan-news.com/329512
https://www.elbayan-news.com/329512
https://www.vetogate.com/3456478
https://www.vetogate.com/3456478
https://www.elbalad.news/3780305
https://www.elbalad.news/3780305
https://www.alderaah-news.net/egypt-news/4446816/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AE-%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D8%A9
https://www.alderaah-news.net/egypt-news/4446816/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AE-%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%87-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D8%A9
https://www.akherkhabrtoday.com/arab-news/1708337/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%83%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%AF
https://www.akherkhabrtoday.com/arab-news/1708337/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%B6%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%83%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B0-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%AF
http://al-aman.com/portal/ar-LB/%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B7%D8%A9/9/c/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9/7083/
http://al-aman.com/portal/ar-LB/%D8%A3%D9%86%D8%B4%D8%B7%D8%A9/9/c/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%83-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%85%D9%84-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9/7083/
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-11/480894-arab-beirut-forum-to-assess-sdgs-progress.ashx
https://lematin.ma/journal/2019/lexperience-marocaine-matiere-developpement-durable-lutte-contre-pauvrete-mise/314068.html
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/68164/Sisi-keen-to-ensure-citizens-are-reaping-fruits-of-reforms
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%88%D9%8A%D9%84?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9?src=hash
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/402969/36-2030
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/402969/36-2030
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e UN deputy secretary-general hails women empowerment in Saudi Arabia (Arab
news)

e Lesobjectifs 2030 en discussion a Beyrouth : « Beaucoup reste a faire » (L'Orient Le
Jour)
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e Aboul Gheit in Beirut to talk U.S. Golan stance (Daily Star)

e L'ONU soutient la création d'une banque arabe pour la reconstruction et le
développement (xinhuanet)
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https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=yakzan%20takki&epa=SEARCH_BOX
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1480821/saudi-arabia
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1480821/saudi-arabia
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1165720/les-objectifs-2030-en-discussion-a-beyrouth-beaucoup-reste-a-faire-.html
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1165720/les-objectifs-2030-en-discussion-a-beyrouth-beaucoup-reste-a-faire-.html
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/1387027
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/1387027
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/1387027
https://ksa-press.com/world-news/200381/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86--%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://ksa-press.com/world-news/200381/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86--%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://ksa-press.com/world-news/200381/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86--%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7--%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.dostor.org/2587208
https://www.dostor.org/2587208
https://www.fal3arda.com/economy/14508/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84/
https://www.fal3arda.com/economy/14508/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84/
https://www.fal3arda.com/economy/14508/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84/
https://www.elbalad.news/3781131
https://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=11042019&id=7f492bf8-73b6-441a-bef5-43152c23050e
https://www.shorouknews.com/news/view.aspx?cdate=11042019&id=7f492bf8-73b6-441a-bef5-43152c23050e
http://www.almasdar.com/91402
http://www.almasdar.com/91402
https://www.egysaudi.com/world/4044293/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.egysaudi.com/world/4044293/%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
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Arab Beirut forum to assess SDGSs progress

Daily Star
April 11 2019

BEIRUT: The Arab Forum for Sustainable Development kicked off Tuesday, bringing together
representatives from over 15 Arab countries to discuss progress in the U.N.’s 2015 Sustainable
Development Goals, with a focus on reducing poverty and income inequality.

The event, held at the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia headquarters, is
set to meet for three days in the name of “empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and
equality in the Arab region.” A key goal of the forum is to discuss the progress Arab countries
have made in achieving the 17 SDGs, by 2030 among all recognized United Nations members.
2019 marks the end of the first four-year cycle, at which point a review of each country’s
progress will be completed.

Tuesday’s speeches focused in particular on the 10th SDG to “reduce inequality within and
among countries,” of which the first aim is to “achieve and sustain income growth of the bottom
40 percent of the population.”

Adib Nehmeh, an independent economic development consultant in Lebanon, said that although
there was no doubt that poverty was a serious problem, the real issue was in fact income
disparity. This, he said, causes social unrest. He quoted figures from Credit Suisse showing that
0.7 percent of the global population enjoys more than 40 percent of the world’s wealth.

“When we have disparity in the level of income ... then we have different levels of inequality.
People start thinking; ‘We’re facing injustice,”” he said.

Nehmeh also questioned the SDG’s methodology for measuring improvements in reducing
inequality, calling for a more coherent method of measuring disparity between different groups
in order to better understand the phenomenon.

“Although the 10th SDG helps us to see the right path ... it is unspecific and doesn’t have clear
enough means on how to reduce inequality,” he said. “We might need a certain kind of review
for this 2030 [SDG] agenda,” he added. “In the Arab agenda, we can change these targets and

adjust them to our situation.”

Rola Dashti, executive secretary of ESCWA and a Kuwaiti economist, opened Tuesday’s talks
by describing the forum’s “spirit of collaboration” as “no longer an option but an absolute
necessity.”

“Poverty affects 40 percent of the population in Arab states,” Dashti added, stressing the need for
cooperation to ensure that no one was left behind. U.N. Deputy Secretary-General Amina J.
Mohammed said it was necessary to identify “who are the ‘no-ones’ we determine not to leave
behind, and what determines their situation.”
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The forum also addressed the impact of conflict throughout the region. Omar Abdulaziz Hallaj,
an urban planning consultant from Syria, said conflict had been a “huge block™ in regional
development.

ESCWA Deputy Executive Secretary Mounir Tabet also noted that countries facing conflict,
particularly Yemen and Syria, had lost much of the progress they had made, adding that it would
take tens of years and a significant financial investment to compensate for those losses.
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L’expérience marocaine en matiére de développement durable et de lutte

contre la pauvreté mise en avant
Le matin

April 11 2019

L’expérience marocaine en matiere de développement durable et de lutte contre la pauvreté a été
mise en avant, mercredi a Beyrouth, en marge du Forum arabe pour le développement durable,
tenu dans la capitale libanaise, sur I’autonomisation de 1’élément humain et la garantie de
I’inclusion et de 1’équité dans la région arabe. Lors d’une intervention sur «I’inclusion :
politiques et opportunitésy», I’enseignant-chercheur a I’Institut national de statistique et
d’économie appliquée, Abdelkhalek Thami, a mis en avant le progres réalisé par le Maroc au
cours des derni¢res années dans le domaine de I’amélioration des indices de développement
humain et de la lutte contre les différentes manifestations de la pauvreté.

A cet égard, il a expliqué que le taux de pauvreté au Maroc a enregistré une baisse significative
passant de 16,3% en 1999 a 5% en 2014, notant que cette baisse a concerné aussi bien le milieu
urbain que celui rural ou il est passé respectivement de 8,9 et 24,5% en 2001 a 1,3 et 6% en
2014. Pour lui, la baisse du taux de pauvreté requiert de relever les niveaux de croissance en
I’orientant vers les catégories vulnérables et de revoir les politiques de répartition pour réduire
les disparités, notant que les politiques destinées a réduire le taux de pauvreté demeurent
inefficaces tant elles ne permettent pas d’atténuer les disparités sociales.

Le Forum arabe pour le développement durable, organisé par la Commission économique et
sociale des Nations unies pour I’ Asie occidentale (Escwa), en collaboration avec 25 partenaires,
dont la Ligue des Etats arabes, vise & assurer le suivi de la mise en ceuvre du plan de
développement durable, ainsi que de passer en revue les avancées enregistrées en la matiére dans
la région arabe. 1l connait la participation de pres de 300 responsables et experts représentant les
pays et les institutions concernées par le développement durable, dont le Maroc représenté
notamment par Hanane Touzani, chargée des études au ministére délégué chargé des Affaires
générales et de la gouvernance, et Mohamed Maktit, directeur par intérim de la direction des
études et de la planification au sein du méme département.
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Sisi keen to ensure citizens are reaping fruits of reforms, says minister
Eqypt today

April 10 2019

BEIRUT, April 10 (MENA) - Planning Minister Hala el Saeed said Wednesday that the recent
increases announced by President Abdel Fatah al-Sisi in wages and pensions stemmed from his
great keenness to ensure that citizens are reaping the fruits of reform and development the
country is witnessing.

In statements to MENA on the fringe of the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development here, the
minister added that these increases are well studied and compliant with the high production
rates.

The Forum is organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) under the theme ‘Empowering People and Ensuring Inclusiveness and Equality
in the Arab Region’.

The great development that Egypt is currently seeing in many sectors means that the citizens
should get additional income with the aim of improving their living standards, Saeed noted.

The State targets a growth rate of 6 percent in the coming year, Saeed said, adding that Egypt
currently depends on many production sectors that contribute to boosting growth.

She also highlighted the great importance of the digital transition as part of the country's
development plan, asserting that coordination is underway between all the State bodies to
achieve success in the digital transition plan in the entire society.

The State will offer higher sums of money for the most needy villages next year and proceed
with Sisi's initiative Hayah Karima (Decent Life), she noted.
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UN deputy secretary-general hails women empowerment in Saudi Arabia
Arab news

April 11 2019
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e Amina Mohammed: Arab countries are excellent in reviewing plans but lack speed in
implementation

BEIRUT: UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed has welcomed the progress
achieved by women in Saudi Arabia.

“Many challenges exist in Saudi Arabia, however some progress was witnessed, notably in terms
of opportunities offered to women,” she said. “Saudi Arabia took the helm of the UN Women’s
rights commission on women’s empowerment and gender equality, between 2018 and 2022.”

During an interview with Arab News, Mohammed said that she had recently received a request
from the Kingdom to increase the number of Saudi women in UN programs.

Mohammed took part in the opening session of the Arab Forum on Sustainable Development in
Beirut on Tuesday at the headquarters of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA) under the theme “Empowering People and Ensuring Inclusiveness
and Equality in the Arab Region.” Mohammed met with a number of Lebanese officials to
discuss the implementation, follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in the Arab region.
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On Jan. 1, 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, adopted by world leaders in September 2015 at a UN summit,
officially came into force. Over the next 15 years, countries will aim to end poverty, fight
inequalities and tackle climate change, while ensuring that no one is left behind.

The 25th meeting of the Regional Coordination Mechanism (RCM) comes just weeks before the
submission of the new report of the UN secretary-general on UN Reform to identify ways of
transforming the UN development system at the regional level to support Arab countries in
implementing an inclusive and sustainable development agenda.

Mohammed said during an interview with a restricted numbers of media outlets, including Arab
News: “Everyone in the Arabic region deals well with the agenda. The first phase was excellent
in terms of reviewing plans, however the implementation of these plans is not fast enough.”

Commenting on the impact of wars and instability on a number of Arabic countries, Mohammed
told Arab News: “Disputes in the Arab world do not only hinder achieving the SDGs, but also
add new constraints. We are not the ones who put the plans, but countries develop their own
plans. Our mission is to gather all parties who can contribute to the implementation of the plans.
We try to gather around the same table, governments and investors to implement plans by
governments. For example, we are happy now that after a very long time, the Lebanese
government managed to elaborate the electricity plan. We strive to help the Lebanese
government to reach an appropriate energy map, i.e., green energy, and Lebanon officials talked
about the possibility of future transformation into solar and wind power.”

“In every case there is a transition point and when peace is restored in countries experiencing
wars we can then talk about investing in development. In Syria for example, you cannot begin
implementing plans during transitional phases, but we are trying to implement reforms as plans.
When peace is restored, then we can contribute in attracting investments and implementing
plans. Unfortunately, we have failed to do so until now, but that’s what we will work on.

“Decision-makers in the region supported the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development so as to reflect their aspirations and goals. All Arab countries seek to
implement the plan but not fast enough and not comprehensively. For example, women are not
always covered by this process, that is why we will be organizing in the next month a review
highlighting the reality,” she said.

Women do exist in the UN organizations’ agendas, Mohammed said, adding that women have a
role to assume in the Arabic region, and there was a need to place more women in decision-
making positions. It was good to see in Lebanon a woman appointed as the Arab world’s first
interior minister, she said.

The UN official underlined the “quest to promote hope. We look at reality despite all its
complexity and are working with our partners to achieve their aspirations.”
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“Before there is peace, we must pave the way for a development-suitable environment. We,
therefore, during the transitional period, must look at the scenarios that involve women, civil
society, governments and the United Nations, then we can talk about the future. Any behavior
that does not involve all these parties would not be sustainable. Our role again is to gather all
parties around the same table.”

Mohammed said that “2019 is a defining year for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development,” underscoring “the importance of youth, technology and innovation in economic
growth.” Mohammed also referred to the “high rate of women’s participation in political life as
in Morocco, Egypt and Lebanon,” and said that “the world is determined not to neglect anyone.”

She said that after meeting Lebanese President Michel Aoun, “the United Nations looks forward
to working with Lebanon to secure the return of the displaced Syrians to their country and
supports the proposal put forward by President Aoun at the Arab Economic and Social
Development Summit held in Beirut to establish a bank for reconstruction and development in
the Arab countries, especially those that witnessed military events in the past few years.”

Mohammed said that the file for this could be placed in the custody of ESCWA.
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Les objectifs 2030 en discussion a Beyrouth : « Beaucoup reste a faire »

L'Orient Le Jour

April 10 2019

L’Agenda 2030 pour le développement durable dans le monde et son implantation dans les pays
arabes sont depuis hier au menu des discussions en marge de la 6e édition du Forum arabe pour
le développement durable, qui se tient jusqu’a demain a Beyrouth. L’événement a été inauguré
hier, en présence de la secrétaire générale adjointe de I’ONU, Amina Mohammad, et du
secrétaire général de la Ligue arabe, Ahmad Aboul Gheit. « Le but est d’aider les pays de la
région a développer leurs économies », a dit Mme Mohammad lors d’une rencontre avec la
presse hier, peu apres 1’ouverture du forum dans les locaux de la Commission économique et
sociale pour I’ Asie occidentale (Escwa) a Beyrouth. Elle s’est félicitée de 1’adoption, avant-hier,
du plan de 1’électricité présenté par la ministre de I’Energie, Nada Boustani.

Au Liban, depuis le début de la semaine, Mme Mohammad a rencontré le président de la
Républiqgue Michel Aoun, le Premier ministre Saad Hariri et le chef du Parlement Nabih Berry
avec lesquels elle a évoqué la mise en place des Obijectifs de développement durable (ODD) au
Liban. Le chef de I’Etat n’a pas manqué d’insister, lors de sa réunion avec Amina Mohammad
lundi, sur la nécessité du retour des réfugiés syriens. « Le Liban espére une coopération compléte
avec ’ONU pour faire face aux défis actuels, notamment en ce qui concerne le retour des
réfugiés syriens se trouvant au Liban », a dit M. Aoun.

Mme Mohammad a pour sa part évoqué hier certaines difficultés rencontrées pour la mise en
place de I’Agenda 2030 dans les pays arabes actuellement en conflit. Elle a également insisté sur
la nécessité de renforcer le role de la femme dans tous les secteurs. « Les pays de la région sont
engagés dans les réformes pour le développement durable, mais pas avec la rapidité que 1’on
souhaite », a-t-elle reconnu.

Les ODD couvrent des problématiques sociales, économiques et environnementales. Les
objectifs de 2030, tels que définis par I’ONU, sont au nombre de 17 : I’éradication de la
pauvreté, la lutte contre la faim, I’accés a la santé, I’accés a une éducation de qualité, I’égalité
entre les sexes, 1’accés a ’eau salubre et a I’assainissement, le recours aux énergies
renouvelables, 1’acces a des emplois décents, la construction d’une infrastructure résiliente, la
promotion d’une industrialisation durable et I’encouragement a 1’innovation, la réduction des
inégalités, les villes et communautés durables, la consommation et production responsables, la
lutte contre le changement climatique, la vie aquatique, la vie terrestre et la justice et la paix.

Roula Dachti, secrétaire exécutive de I’Escwa, a pour sa part insisté, lors de I’ouverture du
forum, sur la nécessité « d’analyser la situation, de trouver des solutions, et d’explorer les
moyens de mettre le développement dans la région sur le bon chemin ».
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https://www.iraqakhbar.com/1779276

Aboul Gheit in Beirut to talk U.S. Golan stance

Daily Star
April 10 2019

BEIRUT: During a trip to Beirut Tuesday, Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheit
discussed the Arab League’s reaction to the U.S. decision to recognize Israeli sovereignty over
the occupied Syrian Golan Heights.

Foreign Minister Gebran Bassil’s stance is in complete agreement with Arab nations’ decision
“because it reflects a clear Arab position on the illegality of the U.S.” entire stance on Golan and
Jerusalem,” Aboul Gheit said after meeting Bassil, according to a statement from the foreign
minister’s office.

During an Arab League summit held late last month in Tunis, Arab nations unanimously
condemned U.S. President Donald Trump’s Golan Heights, and said they would take the issue
before the United Nations Security Council.

Even Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar - all regional allies of Washington that host
American troops - criticized Trump’s move, describing the declaration as a clear violation of a
1981 U.N. charter declaring Israel’s occupation of Golan “null and void.”

The secretary-general and Bassil also discussed the possible re-entry of Syria into the Arab
League, although he said he considered the issue “not ready” for a final decision.

Aboul Gheit met with Prime Minister Saad Hariri to inquire about his health after the latter
underwent a heart operation last month.

“I asked him about the situation in Lebanon, and he assured me that it is fine,” a statement from
Hariri’s office quoted Aboul Gheit as saying.

Finally, the Arab League head met with President Michel Aoun to discuss local and regional
developments in light of resolutions adopted at the recent summit.

Aboul Gheit was visiting Beirut to participate in the Arab Forum for Sustainable Development,
launched Tuesday at the headquarters of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia in Downtown. The regional forum will follow up on the implementation of the
U.N.’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the Arab World.
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http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Apr-10/480821-aboul-gheit-in-beirut-to-talk-us-golan-stance.ashx

L'ONU soutient la création d'une banque arabe pour la reconstruction et le

développement
xinhuanet

April 9 2019

BEYROUTH, 8 avril (Xinhua) -- La vice-secrétaire générale des Nations Unies Amina
Mohammed, en visite au Liban, a déclaré lundi que les Nations Unies soutenaient I'appel de
celui-ci a la création d'une banque arabe pour la reconstruction et le développement, selon le site
Internet de la présidence libanaise.

"L'ONU est favorable a la création d'une telle banque qui aiderait les efforts de reconstruction
dans les pays qui ont connu des actions militaires ces dernieres années", a déclaré Amina
Mohammed lors de sa rencontre avec le président libanais Michel Aoun dans la capitale
Beyrouth.

La proposition peut étre adressée a la Commission économique et sociale des Nations Unies pour
1'Asie occidentale (CESAQ) pour son soutien dans la mise en ceuvre du projet, a-t-elle ajouté.

Plus t6t cette année, le président libanais Michel Aoun avait appelé a la création d'une banque
arabe pour la reconstruction et le développement lors du quatrieme sommet arabe pour le
développement économique et social & Beyrouth, affirmant qu'elle aiderait tous les Etats et la
population arabes a surmonter leurs crises et contribuerait a une croissance économique durable.
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http://french.xinhuanet.com/2019-04/09/c_137960846.htm
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http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/402944/
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https://www.elnashra.com/news/show/1301740/%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%81+%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B3
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%81+%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B3
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF+%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%84
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF+%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%84
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AF+%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%84
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B4%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%84+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9+%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B4%D8%BA%D8%A7%D9%84+%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9+%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D9%84
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.elnashra.com/news/tag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A9+%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9
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https://www.almarkazia.com/ar/news/show/115158/%D9%81%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A8%D9%82-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D9%87%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA
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https://www.imlebanon.org/2019/04/10/fenianos-meeting-2/

