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وتحديد ساحة الفسطاط للاحتجاج (طباعة)جورنال مصر : بأمر المحكمة: حظر التظاهر أمام الوزرات
الفسطاط للاحتجاجبأمر المحكمة: حظر التظاهر أمام الوزرات وتحديد ساحة

آخر تحديث: الأربعاء 07:01 11/01/2017 م حماد الرمحي

خبراء: 200 مليار دولار خسائر التظاهرات منذ 2011

الوزراء مجلس  أمام  التظاهر  بحظر  قضت  حيث  الأربعاء،  اليوم  بعابدين  المستعجلة  للأمور  القاهرة  محكمة  أصدرته  تاريخي  حكم  فى 
وجميع الوزارات والأماكن المحيطة بها، وحددت المحكمة ساحة حديقة الفسطاط للتظاهرات والوقفات الإحتجاجية لمن يرغب بالتظاهر.

جاء الحكم بناء على الدعوى القضائية التي أقامها اللواء مجدى عبد الغفار، وزير الداخليه، والتي طالب فيها المحكمة باستصدار حكم
يقضي بمنع التظاهر أمام مجلس الوزراء ومقار الوزارات والأماكن المحيطة بها.

القضاء تاريخ  المظاهرات لأول مرة في  تاريخي لأنه ينظم طريقة ومكان  الحكم  المحامي أن هذا  الدكتور أحمد مهران  قال  ومن جانبه 
المصري.

وأضاف مهران هذا الحكم سيوفر على الدولة العديد من الأعباء، والخسائر التي سببتها المظاهرات العشوائية منذ ثورة 25 يناير وحتى
الآن، والتي كبدت مصر أكثر من 200 مليار دولار طبقاً لأحدث التقارير والدراسات العالمية الصادرة عن الأمم المتحدة.

 
المنطقة العربي" كبدت  العربية خلال ما يعرف بـ"الربيع  الدول  التي شهدتها  أكد أن الاحتجاجات  المتحدة  وأكد مهران أن تقرير الأمم 

خسائر بلغت 614 مليار دولار منذ عام 2011.

العربي من مظاهرات الوطن  فإن خسائر  المتحدة،  للأمم  التابعة  آسيا "إيسكوا"،  لغربي  والاجتماعية  الاقتصادية  اللجنة  لتقرير  وطبقاً 
وثورات الربيع العربي بلغت نحو 6% من الناتج المحلي الإجمالي في المنطقة.

الناتج الفوضى، إن خسائر  أهلية وتسودها  التي تشهد حربا  لغربي آسيا بشأن مستقبل سوريا،  الاقتصادية والاجتماعية  اللجنة  وقالت 
المحلي الإجمالي ورأس المال في هذا البلد وصلت إلى ما يعادل 259 مليار دولار منذ عام 2011.

إلى أدى  "ما  اللازمة  الاقتصادية  بالإصلاحات  تقم  لم  سياسيا"  "انتقالا  التي شهدت  الدول  في  الجديدة  الحكومات  أن  التقرير  وأضاف 
اضطرابات".

تكلفة "الربيع قدر  الماضي  العام  نهاية  العربي  الاستراتيجي  المنتدى  ثالث صادر عن  تقرير  أن هناك  إلى  أحمد مهران  الدكتور  وأشار 
الأسهم وأسواق  والسياحة  المحلي  والناتج  البناء  إعادة  خسائر  تشمل  دولار،  مليار   833.7 بنحو  والدموي  العنيف  العربي" 

والاستثمارات، بالإضافة إلى إيواء اللاجئين.

ولفت التقرير استنادا إلى تقارير منظمات دولية أن حجم الضرر في البنية التحتية للدول المنكوبة بلغ ما يعادل 461 مليار دولار.

أسواق خسائر  بلغت  فيما  دولار،  مليار   289 بلغت  الإجمالي  المحلي  للناتج  التراكمية  الخسارة  أن  العربي  الاستراتيجي  المنتدى  وأكد 
المباشر المالية 18.3 مليار دولار، وتقلص الاستثمار الأجنبي  أكثر من 35 مليار دولار، حيث خسرت الأسواق  الأسهم والاستثمارات 

بمعدل 16.7 مليار دولار.

التقرير إلى أن تدفق السياح للدول العربي تراجع بحدود 103.4 مليون سائح بين العامين 2010 و2014، مضيفا أن "الربيع واشار 
العربي" تسبب في تشريد أكثر من 14 مليون شخص، فيما بلغت تكلفة اللاجئين 48.7 مليار دولار.
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المجلس القومي للسكان يعقد ورشة تدريبية حول تطوير
القدرات الوطنية لتنفيذ أجندة التنمية المستدامة

التاريخ : 2017­01­11 ­ 01:40:00 مساءً
 
 

الخرطوم2017­1­11(سونا) ­ يعقد المجلس القومي للسكان بالتعاون مع
اللجنة الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لغربي آسيا (الاسكوا) ورشة عمل تدريبية
حول تطوير القدرات الوطنية لتنفيذ أجندة التنمية المستدامة في الفترة من

19­16 من الشهر الجاري بالقراند هوليدي فيلا .
وقالت الدكتورة لمياء عبد الغفار الأمين العام للمجلس لـ(سونا) إن الورشة
تأتي في إطار سعي السودان لتنفيذ التزام قمة التنمية المستدامة (الأجندة

2030) في سبتمبر 2015 والتي تحتوي على 17 هدفا من أهداف التنمية
المستدامة و169 غاية مرتبطة بها، وهي أهداف وغايات متكاملة وغير

قابلة للتجزئة .
وتستهدف الورشة 40 مشاركا من القطاعات الحكومية والمجتمع المدني. 
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(http://www.alwasatnews.com/services/plans)  العدد 5241 - الخميس 12 يناير 2017م الموافق 14 ربيع الثاني 1438هـ 

(http://www.alwasatnews.com/user/register) التسجيل بالموقع  دخول 

 خولة مطر لـ «الوسط»: قصصي مع الجرحى والموتى والأطفال في سورية هي الأشد ألماً

(http://www.alwasatnews.com/writers/writer-0.html)
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  نائب وكيل الأمين العام للأمم المتحدة خولة مطر وإلى جانبها رئيس تحرير «الوسط» منصور الجمري

الوسط - أماني المسقطي 

12 يناير 2017

الموتى إن مشاهد  البحرينية خولة مطر،  (الاسكوا)،  آسيا  لغربي  الاقتصادية والاجتماعية  للجنة  التنفيذي  المتحدة والأمين  للأمم  العام  الأمين  نائب وكيل  قالت 
والجرحى والأطفال كانت الأشد ألماً في سورية، حين كانت تشغل منصب مديرة مكتب المبعوث الخاص لسورية في دمشق، ستيفان دي مستورا.

لـ «الوسط»، ونقلت قصصاً ومشاهدات قلبها  الشجاعة»، فتحت  المتحدة في فئة  الأمم  أمين عام  بـ «جائزة  أكتوبر/ تشرين الأول ٢٠١٦  الϐϟ فازت في شهر  مطر 
مؤثرة من سورية، وهي الϐϟ لاتزال ترى أملاً في أن تعود سورية إلى ما كانت عليه، شرط أن تُترك بين أيدي السوريين أنفسهم، من دون تدخل أية أطراف أخرى،

حϏϟ وإن استغرق الأمر وقتاً طويلاً، على حد قولها.

خولة مطر لـ «الوسط»: قصصي مع الجرحى والموتى والأطفال في سورية هي الأشد ألماً

الوسط - أماني المسقطي

الموتى إن مشاهد  البحرينية خولة مطر،  (الاسكوا)،  آسيا  لغربي  الاقتصادية والاجتماعية  للجنة  التنفيذي  المتحدة والأمين  للأمم  العام  الأمين  نائب وكيل  قالت 
والجرحى والأطفال كانت الأشد ألماً في سورية، حين كانت تشغل منصب مديرة مكتب المبعوث الخاص لسورية في دمشق، ستيفان دي مستورا.

لـ «الوسط»، ونقلت قصصاً ومشاهدات قلبها  الشجاعة»، فتحت  المتحدة في فئة  الأمم  أمين عام  بـ «جائزة  أكتوبر/ تشرين الأول ٢٠١٦  الϐϟ فازت في شهر  مطر 
مؤثرة من سورية، وهي الϐϟ لاتزال ترى أملاً في أن تعود سورية إلى ما كانت عليه، شرط أن تُترك بين أيدي السوريين أنفسهم، من دون تدخل أية أطراف أخرى،

حϏϟ وإن استغرق الأمر وقتاً طويلاً، على حد قولها.

وفيما يأتي نص اللقاء مع مطر:

توليتِ منذ نحو خمسة أشهر منصباً جديداً في الاسكوا، فهل تفتقدين الأيام التي قضيتها في سورية حين كنتِ تعملين مع المبعوث الخاص للأمم المتحدة 

في دمشق؟

- نعم، والواقع أنه في شهر (أكتوبر/ تشرين الأول الماϐϺ ٢٠١٦)، شكل الأمين العام للأمم المتحدة السابق بان كي مون لجنة تحقيق في حادثة بسورية، وتوليت

(app-as.readspeaker.com/cgi-bin/rsent?customerid=9105&voice=Rola&lang=ar_ar&readclass=news_content//)استمع 
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- نعم، والواقع أنه في شهر (أكتوبر/ تشرين الأول الماϐϺ ٢٠١٦)، شكل الأمين العام للأمم المتحدة السابق بان كي مون لجنة تحقيق في حادثة بسورية، وتوليت
مسئوليتها مع آخرين، وكنت في الأسبوع الماϐϺ في حلب، وذهبت عبر دمشق فحمص ثم حلب، وبعدها عدت إلى حمص ثم طرطوس فطرابلس إلى بيروت.

وصحيح أننا دخلنا سورية، لكننا لم نتمكن من الذهاب إلى مكان الحادث في منطقة غرب حلب.

في التدريس  أن  كثيراً  استغربت   ϐϡولك المسلحين.  لخروج  المفاوضات  بدء  مرحلة  في  كان  وإنما  منها،  الأشخاص  إجلاء  فترة  قبل  كان  حلب  في  وتواجدي 
الجامعات (في حلب) كان مستمرا رغم استمرار القصف، وهذا يعطي مؤشراً على إصرار السوريين على التعليم.

هل هذا يعني أن الخدمات متوافرة في حلب؟ 

- كنت في حلب قبل أشهر، وأقمت مع فريقي في فندق يفتقر إلى وجود الماء الساخن أو التدفئة أو الكهرباء، وكانت درجة الحرارة تصل إلى صفر درجة مئوية،
وكنا في الواقع نعيش اللحظات ذاتها الϐϟ يعيشها الآخرون في حلب، لكننا كنا نتجول في الليل خارج الفندق، ونتعϏψ في الخارج، وكانت المطاعم ممتلئة، ولاتزال

حلب تنتج أفضل أنواع الحلويات.

وهل هذه المناطق تحت سيطرة الحكومة أم المسلحين؟ 

- المسلحون كانوا يسيطرون على شرق حلب، بما في ذلك القلعة والمناطق والأسواق القديمة.

هل كنتم تلتقون بجماعات من جبهة «النصرة» هناك؟ 

المتحدة، فيما يرفضون الأمم  بقية زملائي في فريق  امرأة، وكانوا يتجاوبون مع   ϐϡ؛ لأن إليَّ الحديث  لكنهم يرفضون  النصرة عدة مرات،  أفراداً من  رأيت  نعم   -
الحديث معي، إلا أنهم تجاوبوا معي لاحقا مع تكرار اللقاءات بهم، ومثل هذا الأسلوب في التعامل يختلف بين فرد وآخر منهم. وهذا الأمر ينطبق حϏϟ على عناصر

تنظيم «داعش».

وما هو الفرق بين المنتمين إلى تنظيم «داعش»؟ 

- يقولون إن الأعنف هم من ينتمون إلى جنسيات معينة، وهم الأبشع والأعنف في التعامل. ومعظم المنتمين لـ «داعش» في اليرموك، هم من العراقيين والسوريين
والفلسطينيين، وهم لم يكونوا من داعش، وإنما في لحظة تقاتلوا مع فرق مختلفة في اليرموك، وكل فريق مكون من عائلة واحدة، ثم انضموا إلى جبهة النصرة،

ثم تقاتلوا مع فرق أخرى تحت مظلة النصرة أيضاً، وبعد أن قُتلت جماعة أحد زعمائهم، انفصل عنهم ورفع علم داعش.

وهم الآن في منطقة الحجر الأسود واليرموك، ولديهم الكثير من المال، ويتناولون أفضل طعام، على رغم أن المنطقة محاصرة.

كان التأثير واضحا عليك من خلال الفيديو المتداول عبر وسائل التواصل الاجتماعي للقائك بأهالي داريا، كيف تصفين هذا اللقاء؟ 

- تأثرت كثيراً حين دخلت منطقة داريا، وخصوصا أن فترة دخولنا كانت بعد مϐϿ خمسة أعوام من دون أن يدخل هذه المنطقة أي أحد...

ويمكن القول إن ما رأيته هناك، لم أره في مكان آخر، فأطفال داريا لا يعرفون شيئا؛ لأنهم يعيشون تحت الأرض، ومعظمهم بسبب القصف والقنابل فقدوا سمعهم،
ونظرهم ضعيف جدا بسبب افتقارهم إلى الضوء.

وشاهدت في عدد من المناطق السورية يحرقون البلاستيك (الذي يفرز سموماً) ويحولونه إلى مادة تخلق طاقة، والأطفال يتعاملون معها كلعبة تسليهم.

وهل لديهم في هذه المناطق وسائل اتصال مع الخارج؟ 

- نتواصل مع هذه الفرق عبر وسائل التواصل الاجتماعي المختلفة، بما فيها «فايبر» و«سكايب» و«تليغرام».

وحين وصلت داريا، لم أتمكن من التواصل مع دي مستورا، لمدة ثماني ساعات، ولم يعلم بأنϐϡ وفريقي بخير إلا حين شاهد صورنا عبر إحدى القنوات التلفزيونية،
على رغم أن لدي هاتفاً فضائيّاً، ولكن لم أستطع إستخدامه لسبب ما.

قبل الضربة الأخيرة، من كان لديه مناطق سيطرة أكثر، النصرة أم داعش؟ 

- داعش، وهم الأخطر والأشد، ولديهم القدرة على الحركة في الصحراء، وخصوصا في المنطقة بين العراق وسورية، وكأنها منطقة مفتوحة إذ يتحركون بسهولة
شديدة فيها.

ومن أجل إرسال المساعدات، كنا نضطر إلى إرسال رسائل، والاتصال بخمس جهات حϏϟ لا يقصفوا هذه المساعدات، بينما هم كانوا يتحركون بسهولة.

هل هذا يعني أن دحر داعش أمر صعب؟ 

- لا أتصور ذلك، وإنما لديهم الوسائل الϐϟ تمكنهم من القيام بأمور كثيرة، ولذلك فإن هذا الأمر يحتاج إلى قرار. وحين عادوا إلى تدمر، كانوا يمشون في صحراء
مفتوحة، وبكل سهولة كان يمكن أن تستهدفهم طائرة.

هل دخلت على اللهجة السورية عوامل ثقافية جديدة؟ 

- نعم، أستذكر هنا ما نقله لي رجل دين مسيحي حاول أن يدخل لاستخراج جثث من المناطق المسيحية في الرقة، ويقول إن إحدى اللهجات الخليجية كانت
مسيطرة هناك.

وحين أخرجنا عناصر من داعش والنصرة من الوعر في حمص، إلى قلعة المضيق في الطريق إلى إدلب، كانوا يرتدون نظارات شمسية وتسريحات شعرهم تواكب
الموضة، بينما كانوا مسلحين، ولكنهم في النهاية هم شباب يتأثرون بما يحيط بهم، ونساؤهم جميعهن منقبات، ومنهم من رفضوا ترك نسائهم وأطفالهم وتركوا

سلاحهم لأجل ذلك، وجميعهم شباب صغار ولديهم خمسة إلى ستة أطفال.

هل صادفت بحرينيين هناك؟ 

بصور فيديو  لديها  السورية  والسلطات  قتلوا،  وبعضهم  ناسفة،  أحزمة  يعطونهم  وأحيانا  أقلية،  يمثلون  داعش  من  البحرينيين  فإن  السوري،  الأمن  لا، وحسب   -
وأسماء المنتمين إلى داعش من مختلف الجنسيات.

هل يمكن أن ترجع سورية كبلد جغرافي؟
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هل يمكن أن ترجع سورية كبلد جغرافي؟ 

- أعتقد أن التقسيم مستبعد، وأنا لدي أمل كبير، إن تركت سورية في أيدي السوريين ليحلوا مشكلتهم بأنفسهم، سيؤدي إلى نتائج إيجابية.

أن نحصل على سورية أفضل، البعيد يمكن  المدى  ارتكبت من كل الأطراف، ولكن على   ϐϟال الفظائع  بالمحاسبة بسبب  الأمر وقتا طويلا، ومطالبات  قد يستغرق 
شرط أن يرفع الجميع أيديهم، لأن تدخلهم رهيب.

وما هي العملة المستخدمة في تلك المناطق؟ 

- العملة السورية، وقبل فترة نزلت داعش دينار الدولة الإسلامية في دير الزور، وحاولوا في إدلب استخدام العملة التركية، ولكن تم رفضها.

والمدارس مستمرة، ولكن داعش أغلقت المدارس وفرضت نظام الكتاتيب أو مناهجها الخاصة على المدارس.

الغوطة الشرقية مثلاً، هناك ثلاث فرق مسلحة رئيسية، وهي جيش الإسلام، الرقة، في  الموظفين والمعلمين حϏϟ في  ولاتزال الحكومة السورية ترسل مرتبات 
والنصرة، وفيلق الرحمن. والغوطة هي الϐϟ تمول كل منتجات الألبان إلى دمشق، وأفضل مشمش يأتي من الغوطة، ويصدر إلى روسيا ودول أخرى، والواقع أن

هناك اقتصاد حرب نما بشكل كبير في سورية.

هل حاولتِ توثيق حالات إنسانية في سورية؟ 

- هناك الكثير من القصص الϐϟ يرغب السوريون بنشرها، قصص الحرب الكل يراها، ولكن هناك قصصاً أخرى لا يراها أحد. حين دخلنا مضايا مثلا، مات أمامنا شاب
للالتحاق إلى مضايا  إرجاعها  والدته  التالي، وحينها طلبت  اليوم  والدته، ولكنه مات في  للمستشفى مع  الأخير  أخذنا  آخر عمره 16 عاما،  إلى جانبه شاب  وكان 

بزوجها وأبنائها، وهناك الكثير من القصص من هذا القبيل.

ما هي أصعب قصة مررت بها في سورية؟ 

- قصϐϾ مع الجرحى والموتى والأطفال في سورية هي الأشد ألماً، ولكن في الوقت نفسه أستذكر مواقف جميلة، فمثلا حين دخلنا مضايا، بعد أن مضت ستة
Ϗϟأشهر من دون إدخال أي طعام إليها، وحين دخلنا كنا محملين بالطعام، كان الأهالي يسيرون تجاهنا في جماعات كبيرة لأنهم لم يأكلوا من فترة، وبقينا هناك ح
الأطفال يحملون رأينا  وأيضا  لأبنائها،  أنها خبزت خبزا   ϐϡلتبلغ الأمهات  إحدى  لي  بعثت  التالي  اليوم  أخرى، وفي  مرة  إليهم  وبعد شهر عدنا  التالي،  اليوم  صباح 

حقائب اليونيسيف متوجهين إلى المدارس، وأفرحϐϡ أننا تمكنا من مساعدة الأهالي على قدر استطاعتنا.

هل ستوثقين هذه القصص في كتاب يحمل اسمك؟ 

- الكثير اقترح علي هذا الأمر، وربما أصدر كتابا باللغة العربية، لدي الكثير من القصص.

وما هو الدور الذي تقومين به الآن في «الاسكوا»؟ 

إفريقيا، شمال  من  عربية  دولاً  أدخلنا  لكننا  آسيا،  غرب  منطقة  نغطي  أننا  وليبيا، وصحيح  واليمن  سورية  من  كل  في  والاجتماعية  الاقتصادية  الملفات  نتابع   -
وخطتنا الأساسية إدخال جميع الدول العربية للاستفادة من تجارب بعضها بعضاً.
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  خولة مطر تسرد جانباً من تجاربها في سورية أثناء لقائها مع «الوسط» - تصوير: عقيل الفردان

  خولة مطر أثناء حديثها إلى «الوسط» - تصوير : عقيل الفردان

العدد 5241 - الخميس 12 يناير 2017م الموافق 14 ربيع الثاني 1438هـ

التعليقات 
تنويه : التعليقات لا تعبر عن رأي الصحيفة

(http://www.alwasatnews.com/user/register) أنت تعلق كزائر، لتتمكن من التعليق بـ3000 حرف قم بـتسجيل عضوية أضف تعليق

  اكتب رمز الأمان 

أضف التعليق

0 

 تبليغ

زائر  | 27 منذ ساعتين

العزيزة خولة تجربتك تعلمنا إن أمامنا خيارات متعددة،(.......)..لك محبتنا وانϐϟ في كل المواقع ولك درب الصحة والأمان..مϏϡ عباس فضل

 إضافة رد

0 

 تبليغ

زائر  | 25 منذ 3 ساعات

زائر 2 يعϐϡ على المقال الي كتبته والكلام الي قالته بعد يطلع لك يقول بشار اي عقول تملك هالنوع من البشر ويع اغبيا ماادري غباء والا استعباط \

 إضافة رد

0  زائر  | 23 منذ 4 ساعات

حرر عقلك
الظاهر المجبوس والسمبوسة والجاي كرك اللي تدزهم في بطنك امخلين مخك امقفل وما تقدر حϏϟ تقرا الظاهر انك ماتقرا . الله يحمي سوريا والاسد بشار

http://www.alwasatnews.com/user/register
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Songs and sanctions help regreen Sudan’s desert villages
Hannah McNeish

Albaida, Sudan

T 

he women of Sudan’s 
North Kordofan state 
used to be famed for their 
war songs urging men to 
defend their meagre de-

sert assets of cattle, bush and wa-
tering holes. Now, in villages such 
as Albaida, surrounded by deep 
orange sand dunes, women chant 
odes to protect their environment 
from a new enemy: climate change.

“Oh, lemon tree, I plant you be-
cause you are good for climbing so 
that I can get enough phone signal 
to send my love messages,” sing a 
dozen women sitting under a lalop 
tree, tapping upturned buckets as 
percussion.

People in the village of 300 fami-
lies have planted approximately 
9,000 trees in the past year to stop 
the advance of the gezan — sand 
dunes — aided by disappearing tree 
barriers and desert storms blasting 
through the grass-thatched houses.

“Now it’s getting better. We don’t 
wake up and find sand covering 
everything,” said farmer Maryam 
Mohammed Quoreshi.

Quoreshi said she remembers 
when people did not have to walk 
far to find clusters of trees to pro-
vide fodder for animals. Farmers 

were wealthy because “there was 
enough rain for every living thing” 
and they tapped plentiful, thorny 
acacia trees for gum arabic.

A series of intense droughts, 
which started in 1984 and lasted 
several years, killed most of the 
desert-hardy acacias and turned 
farms to dust. This caused men to 
migrate north to search the desert 
for gold, harvest dates or scour 
Khartoum for odd jobs, as families 
waited for them to send money 
home.

“We never had any plans. You’d 
just wake up in the morning and 
deal with that day,” Quoreshi said. 
“You’d live in a constant state of 
anxiety.”

Villagers said the area never re-
covered from those years of ruin 
and that temperatures have been 
rising and rainfall fluctuating since, 
causing further desertification.

North Kordofan state suffers 
from extreme fluctuations in rain-
fall, which varies from 150 mil-
limetres to 450 millimetres per 
year, leaving incomes vulnerable 
to frequent drought cycles, the UN 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
said.

Eltigani Khalifa Mukhtar, direc-
tor of administration at North Kor-
dofan’s Ministry of Agriculture, 
said rain patterns began changing 
about 15 years ago, causing wide-
spread crop failures every three 
years that led to mass hunger.

“Some people migrated, some 
people died — especially children,” 
he said.

In some of the villages he has 
visited in recent months “there are 
one or two men left. That means in 
some villages, more than 90% mi-
grate”, he explained, adding that 

an estimated 2 sq. kilometres of ar-
able land is lost to desert each year.

To stop desertification, the gov-
ernment has embarked on refor-
estation projects, planting 2 million 
trees — mainly acacias — during the 
past two years and aiming for 30 
million within five years.

Mukhtar said he hoped this 
would rehabilitate the gum arabic 
belt and “create a barrier to shifting 
sands covering all our state”.

Since November 2014, UNDP has 
launched pilot climate change ad-
aptation projects in seven villages 
in North Kordofan to further the 
national reforestation programme 
and build community resilience.

In Albaida, UNDP established 
tree nurseries and planting pro-
grammes and installed solar water 
pumps to feed vegetable gardens. 
The 2-year project has educated 
people about the role of trees in 
protecting fertile top soil from 
heat, erosion and sand.

“We were told we should not cut 
trees to make the environment bet-
ter and we have been noticing that 
the weather has improved and the 
sand is not moving like before,” 
said Quoreshi.

A cooperative of 60 women, di-
vided into groups of ten, grows po-
tatoes, tomatoes, pumpkins, car-
rots, okra and greens year-round. 
Most of the produce is sold to ven-
dors from the nearby town of Bara 
and state capital El Obeid.

Sudan is applying to the Green 
Climate Fund for financial support 
to scale up similar climate change 
adaptation projects across all nine 
states.

In addition to the songs penned 
by women to celebrate each type of 
tree, the community has come up 

with strict rules and punishments 
to protect them.

“It is forbidden to cut trees,” said 
villager Omer Nourin, clasping his 
wrists together to show what hap-
pens to people who cannot pay 
fines handed down by an enforce-
ment committee that tree-fellers 
appear before. “You have to go Bara 
prison.”

The community has allowed 
some villagers to languish in jail for 
weeks while their relatives try to 
raise the money to pay the fine of 
500-1,000 Sudanese pounds (about 
$77-$155) to get them out.

Mukhtar and other climate 
change experts take a similar line 

towards developed countries, 
whose higher greenhouse gas emis-
sions are contributing to the warm-
ing of desert areas where summers 
can surpass 50 degrees Celsius.

“The rich countries made the 
problem, so they have to help us 
solve this,” he said. “Whoever pol-
lutes the environment has to pay.”

This article was prepared 
for the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation, the charitable arm of 
Thomson Reuters, which covers 
humanitarian news, women’s 
rights, trafficking, property rights 
and climate change. 
Visit http://news.trust.org.

A series of intense 
droughts, which 
lasted several years, 
killed most of the 
desert-hardy acacias 
and turned farms to 
dust.

A 2015 file picture shows members of Sudan’s Nuba community 
performing a traditional dance during the Nuba Mountains 
Cultural Heritage Festival.                                            	               (AFP)

Arab countries face climate warming reality
Samar Kadi

Beirut

W 

hile 2016 set a heat 
record globally, fur-
ther temperature 
increases, reduction 
in rainfall, seasonal 

shifts and decline in agricultural 
activities are predicaments loom-
ing over the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) region because of cli-
mate change.

The region is suffering from 
extreme summer temperatures, 
which reached 54 degrees Celsius 
in Kuwait, cyclones in Oman and 
Yemen, snow in the Saudi deserts 
and drought that wiped out half the 
wheat crop in Morocco.

The challenges are enormous but 
adaptation through mitigation of 
sources of energy, especially water, 
is a prerequisite for the survival of 
future generations in the world’s 
hottest and driest region, which will 
be the hardest hit by changing cli-
mate conditions, UN experts said.

“We can forecast a rise of 3-5 de-
grees Celsius by the end of the cen-
tury as a worst-case scenario. It is 
quite remarkable how much the 
temperature increase will affect us 
even relative to a very close baseline 
period from 1986 to 2005,” said Car-
ol Cherfane, a senior water specialist 
with the Economic and Social Com-
mission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

“We are also seeing increases of 
30-60 days of hot weather in the re-
gion towards the end of the century. 
While the global norm for a hot day 
is 25 degrees, it is 35 degrees and 
even more than 40 for the region,” 
Cherfane said.

She stressed, however, that “you 
can adapt to these conditions but 
you have to have the resources to 

ensure that all (vulnerable) people 
have the means to adapt, too”.

Countries in the region are aware 
of their vulnerabilities but the ef-
fects will vary, with poorer, more 
agriculturally based economies suf-
fering the most. Poorer communi-
ties have fewer resources to cope 
with the effects of climate change.

“In our Arab region, climate 
change adaptation is pre-eminent. 
It is a water issue above anything 
else. It is linked to our livelihood, 
our food security, our health, the 
tourism industry, the whole gamut,” 
Cherfane said.

Higher temperatures will result in 
a shifting of seasons, with extended 
periods of drought, longer summers 
and shorter winters. “This will affect 
the ability of farmers to engage in 
production for national food securi-
ty and for their personal household 
income. They no longer know when 
the season actually starts or whether 
they should plant their crops in Feb-
ruary or in April,” Cherfane added.

Higher temperatures also lead 
to overuse of groundwater, more 
demand for more desalination and 
consequently salt-water intrusion 
into coastal aquifers, degrading wa-
ter for drinking and irrigation.

While demands for agriculture, 
population growth and rapid ur-
banisation are putting immense 
pressure on the region’s scarce wa-
ter resources, declines in agriculture 
will increase rural unemployment 
and drive many people to already 
crowded cities, which will experi-
ence worsening heat waves, air pol-
lution and dust from land degrada-
tion and desertification, Cherfane 
predicted.

Aware of the challenges, many 
Arab countries have begun adapt-
ing to the new climate reality and 
contributing towards the global goal 
of lowering emissions and slowing 
the rise in global temperatures. Ad-
aptation techniques include water 
harvesting schemes, larger use of 
solar energy, treatment and reuse of 
waste water, protection of ground-
water aquifers and water use effi-
ciency in irrigation, Cherfane said.

She noted that Lebanon was try-
ing to develop lakes on top of the 
mountains where water can be 
conserved and stored. In Egypt ef-
forts are under way to build wave 
breakers to preserve coastal instal-
lations and wetlands from sea water 
intrusion. In Jordan, treated waste 
water is used in irrigation in agri-
cultural areas, while Saudi Arabia, 
the world’s largest producer and 
consumer of desalinated water, is 
testing the use of solar energy in de-
salination.

Morocco remains the leading Arab 

country in climate change adapta-
tion, having built the largest solar 
plant in the world for generating 
electricity, which Rabat has linked 
to a water desalination plant supply-
ing its arid southern area.

“We should still engage in mitiga-
tion to the (highest) degree possible. 
Even today it will take 20-30 years 
for the atmosphere to change,” Cher-
fane said. “Unfortunately, the short-
term nature of politics looks at a 1- or 
4-year terms that is influencing how 
life would be in generations. That 
is why we have to become oriented 

towards sustainability and not im-
mediate growth.”

Cherfane also underlined that if 
no significant effort is made to re-
duce climate change, more use of 
nuclear energy, which is “no carbon 
energy”, could be considered. “It 
carries different types of risks, but 
not having your kids able to breathe 
in a century and a half,” Cherfane 
said, “you will not have an option 
but to turn to such technology.”

Samar Kadi is The Arab Weekly 
Travel and Society section editor.

A file photo shows sink holes on the shoreline of the Dead Sea in Jordan, showing retreating sea water 
line. A dry spell from 1998-2012 in the Middle East was the worst drought in 900 years.                        (AP)

Poorer communities 
in the region will be 
hit hardest by effects 
of climate change.
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Alarming rise of violence against women in Arab region
Samar Kadi

Beirut

V 

iolence against women 
is a global issue but has 
risen in the Middle East 
in recent years and in-
curred costs that sig-

nificantly affect society at large. 
Figures indicate that gender-based 
violence is increasing with new 
forms of attacks.

“Violence against women is 
equivalent to violation of human 
rights. It remains under many 
forms in the Arab region, including 
intimate partner violence, gender-
related killings and other forms that 
are particular to this region, such as 
early forced marriages and tempo-
rary marriages, sexual harassment 
and female genital mutilation,” said 
Blerta Aliko, deputy regional direc-
tor of Arab states at UN Women.

“An estimated 30% of ever-
partnered women in the Middle 
East and North Africa region have 
experienced physical violence by 
intimate partners at some point in 
their lives, while one in seven girls 
is married as a child with the high-
est rates in Mauritania, Sudan and 
the Yemen,” Aliko said at a panel 
discussion in Beirut on the cost 
of violence against women in the 
Arab region.

“While 87% of women and girls 
aged between 15 and 49 have un-
dergone FGM (female genital muti-
lation) in Egypt and Sudan, an es-
timated 19% have experienced the 
same form of violence in Yemen 
and 8% in Iraq since 2015.”

Although complete data on the 
prevalence of violence are lacking 
in the region, largely due to under-
reporting of violence within mar-
riage particularly, some estimates 
were available.

“In Egypt, the prevalence of do-
mestic violence did not change 
over two decades with nearly one-
third of married women experi-
encing a form of physical violence 
by their husbands. In Morocco, 
a national survey estimated the 
prevalence of violence at 62% with 
nearly 9% of sexual violence, while 
in Jordan, 44% of women who have 
been married at some point in their 
lives have experienced physical 
violence at least once since age 15, 
and 9% reported experiencing sex-
ual violence,” Aliko said.

Conflict and violence sweeping 
the Middle East have increased the 
risks of violence against women, 
including striking forms of sexual 
violence. Syrian women refugees 
in Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq have 
reported high rates of domestic 
violence, sexual harassment and 
early and forced marriages. Simi-
lar trends were observed in Yemen 
and Libya, the United Nations said.

Gender-based violence has a di-
rect and devastating effect on soci-
ety and constitutes an impediment 
to progress, development and de-
mocracy, experts said. Estimation 
of the cost of the violence is viewed 
as an important tool to bring about 
constitutional reform and push 
forward for implementing laws 
and enforcement, said Mehrinaz 
el-Awady, director of the ESCWA 
Centre for Women.

“Our region has the highest rate 
of violence against women but 
there is an absence of the estima-
tion of the cost of such violence,” 
Awady said, noting that Egypt was 
the only Arab country to do an es-
timation, which was calculated at 
$11.8 billion.

“There are serious consequences… 
on the victims and on the family, the 
children and the economy. The cost 

going into services for the victims 
and the lost productivity could have 
been directed into projects and other 
activities that benefit everyone in the 
society,” Awady added.

With the exceptions of Somalia 
and Sudan, all Arab League coun-
tries have signed and ratified the 
Convention on the Elimination of 
all Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW). However, the 
ratification did not have a concrete 
effect on the status of women in 
the region because many countries 
had reservations about the core 
provisions of the convention and 
did not ratify the optional protocol.

Awady said progress in address-
ing violence against women is 
largely fragmented. “One finds 
countries that have done constitu-
tional reform — like Egypt and Tu-

nisia — but this has not been trans-
formed into law. Or, if there is a law, 
there is no strategy and if there is 
a strategy, there is no budget. So 
none of the Arab countries un-
til now do have a comprehensive 
framework.”

The crises in the region, com-
pounded with the rise in Muslim 
extremism and a push in some 
“Arab spring” countries for adher-
ence to Islamic law have threat-
ened women’s aspirations and 
increased risks of violence against 
women, the experts said.

In Iraq, forced genital mutila-
tion and forced early marriages 
returned as a practice after 2003, a 
trend that reappeared with the rise 
of religious extremism.

“These are forms of violence that 
have existed, for example in Syria, 

even before the crisis but they have 
exacerbated significantly with 
displacement as a negative cop-
ing mechanism for economic and 
protection purposes… The family 
members deemed it is much more 
reasonable to marry off girls than 
keeping them in camp settings 
where there could be other forms 
of violence,” Aliko said.

Under-reporting of spousal 
violence is common because of 
shame, fear of retaliation, lack of 
information about legal rights, lack 
of confidence in, or fear of, the le-
gal system and the legal costs in-
volved, the experts said.

“That is why we join forces to ad-
vocate for the need for the estima-
tion of [violence against women] 
and to have a more effective policy 
reform,” Awady said.

A December 6th file photo shows Lebanese activists protesting against a law that allows a rapist to get 
away with his crime if he marries the victim.                                                                                                        (AFP)

Conflict and violence 
sweeping the region 
at large have 
increased the risks of 
violence against 
women.

Women bikers breaking taboos in Iraq
Oumayma Omar

Baghdad

I 

t is not merely about riding bi-
cycles but about breaking ta-
boos and pushing for women’s 
rights and freedom in the con-
servative Iraqi society. Marina 

Jaber’s bold initiative “I am the so-
ciety” has inspired dozens of Iraqi 
girls to ride bicycles in the streets 
of Baghdad, defying traditions and 
causing controversy.

Jaber, a 25-year-old artist, said 
she had the idea of riding a bicycle 
in public during a visit to Europe. “I 
felt really sad then because Bagh-
dad’s girls are deprived of enjoying 
such activity,” she said. “This is how 
I got the idea of the initiative, which 
I wanted to be a starter for every girl 
who aspires to achieve her dreams 
despite the harshness and severity 
of the society.

“It is just a beginning to break the 
status quo in the Iraqi society, which 
became even more closed and con-
servative after 2003.”

Jaber started her project in ar-
eas considered less conservative to 
gather courage to cycle in more tra-
ditional areas. She posted pictures 
online under the Arabic hashtag “I 
am the society”.

“When I moved to conservative, 
popular neighbourhoods, including 
Al-Meedan, Shawaka and Shorja, I 
had to put up with insults and hos-
tility,” she said. “I was pushed and 
cursed. They even tried to obstruct 
me but I was determined to contin-
ue and accept the challenge.

“I thought: ‘How do I want girls to 
rebel against their society and take 
their simple rights if I don’t dare to 
ride my bicycle?’”

Jaber’s initiative, launched in 
early December, was applauded by 

poet and activist Aya Mansour, who 
shared the same objective. “Eve-
rybody is concerned in making a 
change. It is a matter that concerns 
men as well as women,” Mansour 
said.

“Change should come from with-
in the person and this is what we 
should be fighting for, especially 

that Iraqi women have always been 
pioneers in acquiring their rights no-
tably in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s of the 
last century.”

Mansour lashed out at male intel-
lectuals and academics who “claim 
to be civilised” by preaching per-
sonal freedoms and rights. “In fact, 
they were the harshest and most 

hostile against us. Their comments 
on social media platforms evoked 
hatred and puritanism that is hard 
to believe could come out from so-
called intellectuals,” she said.

She contended that with “rep-
etition and determination the soci-
ety will get used to accepting that 
women practise their life the same 
way as their counterparts in other 
countries”.

TV anchor Vivian Ghanem, a 
Christian, described Jaber’s ini-
tiative as “encouraging” as well as 
“courageous”.

“It will contribute to raising 
awareness and introducing positive 
change. The initiative struck a very 
sensitive chord in the society but it 
should continue until tangible re-
sults are achieved and until the so-
ciety gets used to matters that are 
supposed to be natural and a funda-
mental right for any person around 
the world, and that is personal free-
dom,” Ghanem said.

Riding a bicycle is not the end 
objective but a means to make a 
statement, she said. “It is a drop in 
a sea of matters that relate to per-
sonal freedoms and the right for free 
speech and free action, which the 
society is trying to suppress with the 
support of the regime. These free-
doms can only be safeguarded and 
sustained through laws that protect 
the individual from the dominance 
of the society,” Ghanem added.

Iraqi women were pioneers in the 
Arab region in gaining their rights, 
notably since the enactment of the 
personal status law in the 1950s 
that enabled them to practise key 
professions, including medicine, 
engineering and law and enrol in 
the armed forces. Iraq’s Naziha al-
Dulaimi, who served as minister of 
Municipalities in the late 1950s, was 
the first Arab woman minister.

While it received large support 

from Iraqi youth, Jaber’s initiative 
was lambasted in intellectual cir-
cles. A journalist, who asked to be 
identified as “Sami”, described the 
move as “unethical” for women and 
an affront to the conservative Iraqi 
society.

“It is incorrect to impose the will 
of a bunch of girls on the whole so-
ciety. This initiative could usher in 
a larger use of bicycles which will 
inevitably lead to more harassment 
and provocation and consequently 
to angry reactions resulting in ad-
ditional social problems, which we 
can do without,” Sami said.

He argued that supporters of the 
initiative “were not much different 
in their practices” from religious 
parties that control Iraq. “They cut 
off Abu Nawas, which is a vital road 
in Baghdad, to organise their ride, 
notwithstanding the hassle they 
caused to others.”

Despite the harsh criticism by 
conservative men and women and 
hard-line religious leaders, Jaber 
said she is determined to uphold her 
initiative, which she illustrated in an 
art installation made from a disman-
tled bicycle.

“I wanted to show the public that 
a bicycle is a very simple tool made 
of metal and two wheels,” she said. 
“So, why is it rejected and the girls 
who ride it are slammed as immor-
al?”

Oumayma Omar, based in Baghdad, 
is a contributor to the Culture 
and Society sections of The Arab 
Weekly.

The initiative targets 
girls who want to 
achieve their dreams 
despite the severity 
of the society.

Iraqi Marina Jaber, 25, rides a bicycle in Baghdad’s Abu Nawas 
street during an event in defiance of a conservative culture that 
disapproves of the practice on December 5th, 2016.                        (AFP)

ast   WestWomen
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In mostra a Venezia dal 17/1 disegni e schizzi su taccuini
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(ANSAmed) ­ VENEZIA, 10 GEN ­ Possibili scenari per la ricostruzione della Siria: sono i disegni, gli
schizzi, i segni tracciati da su taccuini da 132 architetti, da 26 paesi, che hanno risposto alla 'call for
drawings' che l'Università Iuav di Venezia, l'Agenzia Onu Un­Escwa e I­Barbon Shipping & Logistics hanno
lanciato nel luglio 2016 per raccogliere idee e progetti per il Paese mediorientale. 
 
Il progetto, nato da un accordo firmato dall'università veneziana il 14 luglio dello scorso anno con Un­Escwa,
l'Agenzia Onu che ha l'incarico di realizzare l'Agenda per la ricostruzione della Siria, è intitolato "Sketch for
Syria": è un appello agli architetti di tutto il mondo, a cui Iuav ha distribuito taccuini da disegno dove
immaginare e tracciare possibili scenari per la rinascita del Paese. Dei 132 taccuini, 52 sono giunti
direttamente da architetti siriani a Damasco, Aleppo, Hama, Latakia e Tartus, e mostrano la forza
propositiva dell'architettura. 
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Il valore positivo dell'iniziativa ­ rilevano gli ideatori ­ è la consapevolezza che la ricostruzione inizia quando
si pensa al futuro in termini positivi, di pace. Gli architetti hanno voluto lasciare un segno: ripercorrendo
viaggi passati o immaginari, tracciando ipotesi di futuro, riflettendo sul dramma dei profughi e dei migranti,
scegliendo la provocazione artistica, usando la matita come arma di pace. 
 
La mostra "Sketch for Syria", a cura di Jacopo Galli con Luna Rajab, sarà inaugurata il 17 gennaio
all'Università Iuav di Venezia, ai Tolentini. (ANSAmed). 
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