UN WOMEN-8™ SESSION

On 4-5 October 2017, ESCWA held the 8™ Session of ESCWA Committee on Women at UN
House, Beirut.
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ESCWA: Naharnet: 8th Session of ESCWA Committee on Women Kicks Off
in Beirut

A crowd of ministers and high-level government officials and experts came Wednesday to the
ESCWA headquarters in Beirut to take part in the 8th Session of the ESCWA Committee on
Women.

United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of ESCWA Mohamed Ali Al-
Hakim said: "Even as we welcome the positive developments with regard to guaranteeing
equality and social justice in Arab societies and reforms aimed at enhancing women’s rights and
their participation in community building, we should not overlook the tremendous challenges
facing our region. Arab countries are racked by all manner of violence and conflicts that, aside
from shattering the peace, are threatening all that has been achieved in terms of social
development and progress. One country in particular, Palestine, has suffered under, and
continues to endure, decades of occupation.”

Participants in the session came from Lebanon, Palestine, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of
Oman, Sudan, Iraq, Egypt, Jordan, Kingdom of Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Tunisia, Syria,
Mauritania and Morocco to present the achievements of their countries, as well as to set up a


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yulYg974tYI

roadmap in order to maintain the gains and meet the obstacles related to the status of women in
the region. The Session will continue till Thursday 5 October 2017.

In addition to al-Hakim’s statement, the opening ceremony saw statements by Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Social Development in Oman Yahya bin Badr Al Mawali in his capacity as the
representative of the State, which chaired the 7th Session of the ESCWA Committee on Women,
and by Lebanese Minister of State for Women’s Affairs Jean Oghassabian.

Al-Hakim also said in his statement: “Amid all the security, political and development
difficulties facing our region, let us be guided by key international initiatives and direct our
efforts to improving the position of women. The Secretary-General has made a priority of gender
justice in Member States and within the United Nations itself. One of the goals of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development is dedicated to the empowerment of women and the
achievement of gender equality. We at ESCWA are striving with our member States to fulfill
those international commitments and follow up on related achievements.”

He concluded: “Day by day, our conviction deepens that the participation of women and gender
equality represent a key pillar of development and of social and economic progress. No
economic, social and environmental vision can claim to be comprehensive and sustainable unless
it is conceived, implemented and owned by all members of society. This personal conviction,
which is shared by ESCWA, drives our determination to support your Committee in its efforts to
advance and empower women, and thereby empower society.”

For his part, Al Mawaly said in his statement that “this meeting, held in Beirut, is part of the
continuous sequence that ESCWA is keen to implement and that all Member States are keen to
participate in.”

“This is an opportunity to discuss a number of issues related to empowering women and
enhancing the role of their institutions in achieving gender equality. It is also an opportunity to
discuss a number of issues related to the empowerment of women and strengthening the role of
the concerned institutions in achieving equity and equality,” he added.

“The Sultanate of Oman has attached great importance to the empowerment of women as a
fundamental partner in development and has devoted one day to Omani women on 17 October
every year, with the aim of continuously emphasizing through its governmental institutions and
National Women’s Machineries, their pioneering role in development and is committed to
implementing the recommendations adopted in the 7th Session of the Committee and all
international and Arab conventions in support of women's rights,” Al Mawaly went on to say.

Al Mawaly also noted: “The Sultanate seeks to strengthen the role of civil society associations in
the framework of the social partnership, and encourage the private sector’s institutions to
contribute to the programs of the Ministry of Social Development out of its sense of social
responsibility. It also works to expand the voluntary social work base and guide it as a partner in
the comprehensive development in addition to activating communication with civil society
organizations, namely charities, professional associations, and women’s associations in Oman



(which are 62), distributed over most of the Sultanate's governorates in order to contribute to and
participate in the planning and implementation of social and development programs.

Minister Oghassabian concluded the opening ceremony by saying that Lebanese and Arab
women have made enormous sacrifices not only at the level of family and community but also in
defending freedom in the Arab world. Palestinian women have not stopped fighting and making
sacrifices, which makes them worthy of appreciation.

He added: “Lebanon is a place of freedom and the convergence of civilizations, cultures,
ethnicities and nationalities. Expensive prices have been paid to preserve this feature, which
confirms that two persons can live with each other, whatever the differences are, after the
removal of the barriers that prevent this convergence. In this context, this joint meeting in
ESCWA is an opportunity to meet and share experiences and benefit from shared experiences,
thus contributing not only to activating the development of women but also to the development
of societies.”

Oghassabian concluded that his participation to the ESCWA forum was an occasion to reaffirm
and emphasize the importance of women in building human beings and societies. Based on this
conviction, the government of Prime Minister Saad Hariri during the mandate of President
Michel Aoun formed for the first time a Ministry of State for Women's Affairs, which
constituted a major achievement that led to long struggles fought by civil society in Lebanon and
the National Commission for Lebanese Women (NCLW).

Following the opening ceremony, the agenda of the Session was adopted. The delegate of
Palestine chaired the 8th Session of the ESCWA Committee on Women while the representative
of Oman assumed the functions of First Deputy Chairperson; the representative of Qatar the
functions of Second Deputy Chairperson; and the representative of Kuwait the functions of
Rapporteur.

The ESCWA Committee on Women was established in 2003 with a view to following up the
global and regional conferences on women and the participation of its member States and
coordinating the efforts of Member States and regional organizations in the implementation of
their resolutions and recommendations. In the last two years, the Committee has succeeded in
framing and following up the efforts of ESCWA, which have led to the development of a set of
theoretical and practical studies to translate its results into development projects that benefit all
Member States in developing their policies to improve the status of women and their social
standing and empower them, in addition to the necessary advice and support to decision-makers
to formulate steps and mechanisms to develop national plans for the advancement of women in a
number of Arab countries.



ESCWA: AllAfrica: Sudan: Dawalab Participates in Meetings of Women
Committee of (ESCWA)

Khartoum — The Minister of Social Security and Development, Masha‘air al-Dawalab left to
Beirut leading the Sudan's delegation participating in the 8 th session of the meetings of the
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) due to start tomorrow,
Wednesday.

The Supervisor of the Woman General Administration, member of the delegation, Sauad Abdul-
A'al stressed importance of these meetings and its discussion to issues for empowering women,
the plan concerning women, peace and the realization of equality.

She added the meetings will review the activities for the woman development in framework of
the ESCWA work, and the subcommittees concerned with the gender issues, the goals of
sustainable development, indicators and progress achieved by women in all areas, in particular
the advancement of women in the Arab region, the enhancement role of institutions in achieving
equality and other topics on the agenda.

ESCWA: (Reuters): Violence against women hurts Arab economies, U.N. says

BEIRUT (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - The United Nations called on Arab nations on
Wednesday to calculate the economic cost of violence against women, in a bid to promote policy
reform in a region where the issue is a taboo.



Only a handful of Arab states have laws that specifically tackle violence against women - be it
marital rape, honor killings or incest, said the group, which was led by the U.N.’s agency on
women.

“Many countries in the Arab region still see violence against women and deal with it as a private
issue and not a public issue,” said Mehrinaz Elawady of the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

“Costing (the) violence would help the government and the state understand that ... it is not only
affecting the abused woman, it is also affecting the entire economy,” the director of ESCWA’s
Centre for Women told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Egypt used a model recommended by the U.N. to estimate in 2015 that gender-based violence
cost it 2.17 billion Egyptian pounds ($123 million) a year.

There is no data on the scale of violence against women in the Arab world.

The World Health Organization says 37 percent of women in the Eastern Mediterranean, which
includes many Arab states, have been physically or sexually abused by their husband or
boyfriend.

Some Middle Eastern countries are stepping up their protection of women.

Tunisia ended a law in July that allowed a rapist to escape punishment if he married his victim.

“There 1s change that is happening,” said Mohammad Naciri, UN Women’s regional director for
Arab States.

“But we are just at the beginning.”

Traditional beliefs, whereby women are seen as wives and mothers with a limited life outside the
home, need to change to make it easier for them to work, he said.

Conflict in the troubled region also contributes to poverty and violence in the home, as families
are less able to move around freely or work.

“Eliminating violence is the right thing to do,” he said.

“What we need to say to our audience, which is the policy makers in the region, is that it is also
the smart thing to do.”



ESCWA: (MENAFN): Jordan takes part in meetings of women committee of
ESCWA

(MENAFN - Jordan News Agency) Beirut, Oct. 4 (Petra) -- The 8th session of the meetings of
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) kicked of Wednesday in
Beirut, Lebanon with the participation of Jordan along other Arab countries.

Salma Nims secretary general of the Jordanian National Commission for Women, is leading
Jordan's delegation to the meetings, which will review the activities for the woman development.

ESCWA Executive Secretary Mohamed Ali Alhakim said women have a clear presence in
political participation and parliamentary elections and they succeeded in entering the parliaments
in a number of Arab countries.

Lebanon's Minister of Women's Affairs Jean Ogasapian outlined Arab women sacrifices, mainly
the Palestinian women within the family and society.



ESCWA: (Al Bawaba): Violence Against Women Costs Egypt $123 Million a
Year: UN Report

According to the UN, only a few Arab countries have laws to tackle issues like marital rape, honor
killings and incest. (Shutterstock)

Follow > Mehrinaz Elawady, Mohammad Naciri, Thomson Reuters Foundation, United Nations,
United Nations Economic an ..., World Health Organization

The UN has called upon Arab states to analyse the economic damage caused by violence against
women, as part of a drive to promote policy change in a region where gender-based violence
remains a taboo.

The UN's agency on women said that only a few states in the region have laws designed to tackle
issues like marital rape, honour killings and incest.

"Many countries in the Arab region still see violence against women and deal with it as a private
issue and not a public issue," said Mehrinaz Elawady of the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

UN Report: Domestic Violence Against Palestinian Women Result Of Israeli Occupation



"Costing the violence would help the government and the state understand that it is not only
affecting the abused woman, it is also affecting the entire economy," the director of ESCWA's
Centre for Women was quoted byThomson Reuters as saying.

Using a model recommended by the UN, Egypt found that gender-based violence is costing the
country's ailing economy around 2.17 billion Egyptian pounds ($123 million) a year.

Decades of activism by local women's rights groups have started to result in policy reforms,
however the pace of change remains slow.

80 Percent Of Job Seekers In Saudi Arabia Are Women Who Can’t Find Jobs

In Tunisia, which has the highest female parliamentary representation of any Arab state, a
landmark law was passed in July that recognised domestic violence as a punishable crime.

The reforms passed also ended a controversial law that allowed male rapists to escape
punishment by marrying victims.

Lebanon joined Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt and Jordan in August by also scrapping a similar legal
provision for rapists.

Female Empowerment Is Alive In The Middle East, As Women's March Takes Place Across The
Region

"There is change that is happening,” said Mohammad Naciri, UN Women's regional director for
Arab States.

"But we are just at the beginning.”
According to the World Health Organization, 37 percent of women in Eastern Mediterranean
countries, many of which are Arab-majority, have been physically or sexually abused by a

partner.

For the Arab world as a whole, there is no available data on the scale and frequency of domestic
violence.

Women Speak Out On Sexual Violence In Syria

Naciri says that aside from violence, attitudes towards gender roles in society are also holding
back the region's women.

Furthermore, ongoing wars and political unrest have made families in the Middle East and North
Africa less mobile, poorer and prone to domestic violence and rape.

"Eliminating violence is the right thing to do," Naciri said.



"What we need to say to our audience, which is the policy makers in the region, is that it is also
the smart thing to do".



ESCWA: (L’Orient Le Jour): Chiffrer les violences contre les femmes... pour y
mettre un point final ?

olet a3 musee Sursock
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L'Escwa a lancé a Beyrouth la premiere phase du projet sur I'estimation financiére des violences
domestiques dans les pays arabes.

L'idée peut surprendre, méme déstabiliser certains : comment estimer le colt d'un drame intime,
celui de milliers de femmes subissant la violence d'un compagnon au sein méme de la famille ?
Et pourtant il y a de quoi faire, parce que le colt économique pour la société est plus que
conséquent, d'une part, et parce que I'argument peut s'avérer décisif auprés des autorités qui
seraient encore réticentes a agir, d'autre part. Pour exemple, selon une étude effectuée par le
bureau Fear and Hoeffler, citée dans le Rapport 2017 de I'ONU sur le statut des femmes arabes,
le chiffre mondial estimé des pertes accumulées en raison des violences contre les femmes et les
enfants est d'environ 8,1 trillions de dollars par an, soit prées de 7,4 % du PIB mondial !

Dans les pays arabes, comme on peut s'y attendre, il n'y a encore aucune estimation a ce propos.
Mercredi, depuis Beyrouth, I'Escwa a lancé, en partenariat avec le bureau régional de I'agence
ONU Femmes, I'Institut suédois en Alexandrie et I'Institut d'études sur les femmes dans le
monde arabe de la LAU, la premiére phase du projet sur I'estimation des codts de la violence
conjugale dans la région arabe. Une initiative qui devrait pousser plusieurs pays arabes a



effectuer de telles études d'estimation des codts, dans une région ou, ainsi que lI'ont noté nombre
d'interventions au cours du lancement, la violence conjugale contre les femmes est
particulierement commune et étendue.

Mais que signifie d'estimer le co(t de cette violence et sur base de quels criteres ? Selon le
document de I'Escwa, la méthodologie passe en revue les domaines suivants : la justice (codts de
proces...), la santé mentale et physique (infrastructure, personnel...), les services sociaux aux
survivantes (lignes vertes, centres d'accueil et centres d'information), I'éducation (services
spécialisés pour les enfants traumatisés), le revenu perdu (jours d'absence, travail non
rémuneré...), pertes financiéres pour la famille (dépenses imprévues pour des services incluant
I'achat de médicaments, le transport ou encore les thérapies).

Huit trillions de dollars

Selon les concepteurs du projet, une telle estimation de colt est un « outil de réforme » pour un
changement en profondeur. Prié par L'Orient-Le Jour de donner plus de détails, Mohammad el-
Nassiri, directeur régional d'ONU Femmes dans le monde arabe, estime d'emblée que « mettre
fin a la violence contre les femmes est leur droit ». « Mais d'un autre coté, la violence a des
conséquences financiéres, poursuit-il. Les hommes politiques et les législateurs comprennent la
langue des chiffres. Ils doivent savoir combien colte a la société ce statu quo dans la violence
contre les femmes, combien cela codte aux hépitaux, aux postes de police, aux tribunaux, a
combien se chiffrent les jours de travail perdus... Il est estimé que le total de tous ces colts
atteindrait des millions de dollars pour chaque pays. » Il ajoute : « Si nous travaillons a créer un
systeme complet pour protéger les femmes, appliquer la loi et assurer des centres d'accueil a
I'intention des survivantes de violence conjugale, cela aura des bénéfices aussi pour les finances
de I'Etat. »

La premiére étude se fera en Palestine, ainsi que cela a été annoncé. Qu'arrivera-t-il ensuite ? «
Nous prendrons en compte les chiffres qui résulteront de cette étude, aprés sa durée estimée a
huit mois, et nous transmettrons ces résultats aux différents responsables afin de les convaincre,
par exemple, de créer des centres d'accueil dans chaque région, répond-il. Il faudra aussi
procéder a la formation des policiers qui accueillent les victimes, afin qu'ils sachent comment
gérer ces cas de maniere appropriée. Il faudra également assurer a la survivante de violence des
institutions qui peuvent la recueillir, la soigner et traiter son cas en justice. » Il souligne que les
différentes agences onusiennes concernées aideront dans ce cas les pays a effectuer ces réformes.

Interrogé sur la possibilité d'une étude générale pour les pays arabes, M. Nassiri estime que des
efforts seront prodigués en ce sens. Il fait cependant remarquer que des études significatives dans
plusieurs pays arabes, sinon tous, suffiront a dégager des recommandations en vue de réformes
dans tous les autres pays, notamment en ce qui concerne la mise en place d'un systeme complet
de protection.

Sur les bénéfices a long terme d'une telle démarche, M. Nassiri, se basant sur le chiffre mondial
exorbitant de huit trillions de dollars, affirme qu'« avec une politique de lutte contre la violence,
il y aura non seulement une résorption des déficits, mais un retour de prospérité en raison d'une
reprise de productivité de nombreuses femmes ».

Le Liban, prochainement



La premiére étude a donc commencé dans les territoires palestiniens. Au Liban, qui a connu ces
derniéres années des cas tres médiatisés de femmes violentées et parfois assassinées par leurs
maris, cela ne saurait tarder non plus. Selon M. Nassiri, I'étude des co(ts de la violence au Liban
suivra immediatement celle de Palestine. Il ajoute que « le soutien du gouvernement libanais a un
tel projet est total ».

Présent au lancement de I'étude, le ministre d'Etat aux Droits de la femme, Jean Oghassabian,
s'est dit enthousiaste par rapport a ce projet. « Il est treés important de faire des statistiques, dit-il
a L'OLJ. Méme si la question de la violence contre la femme est surtout humanitaire, des chiffres
sur le co(t de cette violence pourraient étre importants a connaitre. » Le ministre affirme avoir
déja effectué des contacts avec 'ONU pour entamer une telle étude au Liban, soulignant que son
ministéere devrait en étre le point focal.

Dans l'auditoire, des responsables officiels de plusieurs pays arabes prenaient part a ce
lancement. Rencontré sur place, Yehia ibn Badr al-Maawaly, responsable ministériel a Oman,
assure que son pays a fait d'‘énormes progrés en matiere de droits des femmes et de lutte contre la
violence. Interrogé sur son opinion concernant l'utilité de I'estimation des colts de cette violence
conjugale, il se dit convaincu « qu'une telle démarche pourrait régler beaucoup de problémes en
montrant la réelle ampleur de cette question et son impact sur la société ». « Les acteurs
politiques et économiques seront davantage convaincus de la nécessité d'agir et d'instaurer une
réelle coopération », ajoute-t-il.

Les interventions au cours de la cérémonie de lancement ont insisté sur les taux de violence bien
trop élevés dans les pays arabes — selon les chiffres avancés dans un documentaire sur la violence
visionné sur place, une femme mariée ou divorcée sur trois est victime de violence. Beaucoup
ont insisté sur le cercle vicieux des mentalités favorisant de tels comportements, sur la
sensibilisation nécessaire afin de briser le silence — le colt économique étant I'un des outils de
changement possibles — ainsi que I'impact a long terme sur les générations d'hommes et de
femmes qui vivent leur enfance dans de telles conditions.



ESCWA: (My Salaam):

Violence against women hurts Arab economies, U.N. says

The United Nations called on Arab nations on Wednesday to calculate the economic cost of violence
against women, in a bid to promote policy reform in a region where the issue is a taboo.

Only a handful of Arab states have laws that specifically tackle violence against women - be it marital
rape, honor killings or incest, said the group, which was led by the U.N.’s agency on women.

“Many countries in the Arab region still see violence against women and deal with it as a private issue
and not a public issue,” said Mehrinaz Elawady of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA).

“Costing (the) violence would help the government and the state understand that ... it is not only affecting
the abused woman, it is also affecting the entire economy,” the director of ESCWA’s Centre for Women
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.



ESCWA: (Relief Web): UN Women and ESCWA launch project to estimate the
cost of violence against women in the Arab Region

UN Women

View Original (2

This week in Beirut, UN Women and the United Nations
Economic and Social Conunission for Western Asia launched a
regional project to estimate the cost of violence against women
as an instrument for policy reform and advocacy.

Date: Tuesday, October 10, 2017

Violence against women continues to plague women globally, everywhere.

Violence against women continues to plague women globally, everywhere. Within homes, on the
streets, and during war, violence against women affects as many as one in three women
worldwide. It stifles women’s mobility and rights, compromises their health and work,
jeopardizes peace. But how much does it cost, in monetary terms?

In the United States of America, the cost of violence could be $500 billion per year. In Egypt,
500,00 working days are lost each year due to marital violence and the health sector bears over
$14 million in costs to serve just one quarter (600,000) of survivors. Violence against women is a
costly problem for economies, but many countries still don’t know just how costly it is for them.

UN Women and United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA)
recently launched an innovative regional project, “Estimating the Cost of the Economic Impact
of Violence against Women in the Arab Region”, in partnership with the Swedish Institute in
Alexandria and the Institute for Women's Studies in the Arab World (IWSAW) at the Lebanese
American University (LAU).

The launch event in Beirut, Lebanon, on 4 October, brought together concerned top officials in
Arab governments, representatives of the Arab and foreign diplomatic corps, the United Nations
agencies and civil society organizations. Well-known Tunisian Actor Dhafer L'Abidine made a
special appearance and called all parties to come together to end the normalization of violence
against women in the region. See the press release»

Available data from the region shows that violence against women is widespread—one in three
women has experienced intimate partner violence, at least once in her lifetime. But such violence
is also under-reported, as women fear retaliation and losing the custody of their children. Earlier



this year, IMAGES MENA, a groundbreaking multi-country study in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region that surveyed 10,000 men aged 18 to 59 years about their attitudes on
gender equality and perceptions of masculinity, found that at least 26 per cent men agreed that a
woman should tolerate violence to keep the family together.

As part of its phase of implementation, the new costing project has published a flagship study
titled, “The Status of Arab Women in the Arab Region: Violence Against Women: What is at
Stake?”. It developed an operational model that provides methodologies to estimate the cost of
violence for the first time in the region. The model will take into account direct and indirect
tangible costs of marital violence, including the total cost to households, the cost of service
provision at the community-level and the total cost to businesses.

In his welcome speech at the launch event in Beirut, ESCWA Executive Secretary Mohamed Ali
Al-Hakim emphasized that the economic model to estimate the cost of violence against women
not only helps decision-makers to know the economic consequences of violence against women
and their effects on the national economy, but also supports comprehensive reform efforts.

“Violence against women and girls devastates lives and communities,” says Mohammad Naciri,
UN Women Regional Director for Arab states. “We need to involve policy-makers in the
conversation so that they understand the magnitude of the problem and that ending violence
against women is the right thing to do. To make a real change, | invite all policy-makers in the
region to join our call for a violence-free world for all women and girls.”

Similar costing studies on violence against women are largely limited to high-income, developed
countries. For the Arab states, adding the economic perspective is expected to provide a new and
powerful angle to assess the legal and health consequences, and to advocate for action.



ESCWA: UN News Centre UN study tackles violence against women in Arab
region using economic model

UN study tackles violence against women in Arab region using economic
model

Left to right: Dr. Khawla Mattar (ESCWA), Dr. Naglaa Al-Adly (Egypt's National Council of Women), Minister Haifa
Agha (Palestinian Ministry of Women's Affairs), Dr. Nata Duvvury (National University of Ireland), Dr. Mehrinaz
Elawady (ESCWA Centre for Women). Photo: ESCWA/Daniela Abraham

6 October 2017 — An economic model to estimate the costs of intimate partner violence —
the most common form of violence against women in the Arab world — was spotlighted this week
at one of the United Nations regional commissions, based in Beirut, Lebanon.

“Our ultimate goal has always been to translate the findings of our studies into practical projects
with a view to empowering women and enhancing their position in society,” said Mohamed Ali
Alhakim, the Executive Secretary of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA), which serves 18 Arab States.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), 37 per cent of “ever married women” in the
East Mediterranean region — which encompasses most Arab States — have experienced physical or
sexual partner violence.



Speaking at the opening of ESCWA’s Committee on Women, Dr. Alhakim noted that despite
progress in developing national plans to address gender-based violence, Arab countries need to do
more to end the grave violations still being perpetrated against women.

To support these efforts, ESCWA and UN Women developed a regional project to estimate the
cost of violence against women and use the costings as an instrument for policy reform and
advocacy.

“We aim to utilize it as an advocacy tool with policymakers to substantiate that if we work in a
holistic manner to end violence against women, it will not only be the right thing to do, but it will
also be the smart thing to do,” said Mohammad Naciri, the Director of UN-Women’s regional
office in Egypt.

“My heart aches when we try to quantify [the violence] because the emotional and psychological
scars that women and girls live with as a result of the violence exerted on them cannot necessarily
be quantified,” he continued. “That’s why I said it’s a smart thing to do, but the right thing to
remember is that it’s the absolute right of every single woman and girl to end the violence against
them.”

According to UN-Women, the dire economic, political and security situation in many Arab
countries fuels the problem given direct correlation between crises and domestic violence. During
the last conflict in Gaza, intimate partner violence reportedly rose by 700 per cent due to feelings
of hopelessness, humiliation, and lack of opportunities.

While the drivers of violence are not contested, there are multiple approaches to costing the
phenomenon. The two main methods involve estimating the cost of inaction—measuring the direct
and indirect, tangible and intangible costs of violence to survivors, their families, and the
community, including missed paid or unpaid work; and estimating the costs of implementing
policies to prevent and address the violence — or the cost of the solution.

Dr. Nata Duvvury, the Director for Global Women'’s Studies at the National University of Ireland,
has been working closely with ESCWA to develop the model and create this important
“accountability tool.”

“Direct costs have been largely focused on the costs of service provision incurred by governments
to provide police stations, health services, social services, and others,” she explained.

“But there is another aspect of direct costs that has not been captured very carefully across
countries, which are the costs incurred by women to access services,” Dr. Duvvury stressed, noting
that paying bribes is not uncommon for women in the Arab region, in addition to other fees to
access physical and psychosocial support.

As the eighth session of the Committee on Women inched to its end on Thursday, small pins were
distributed by Dr. Naglaa Al-Adly from Egypt’s National Council of Women, featuring an Arabic
letter called the Taa Marbouta.



“We use this letter as the secret of our power as women,” Dr. Al-Adly explained. “We’re stressing
the idea to not be afraid, fight for your rights, be strong, we are behind you.”

‘Taa Marbouta’ is added to words that are feminine to denote grammatical gender; it is also
associated with several powerful words in the Arabic language such as ‘dignity,” ‘power’ and
‘willingness.’

Launched one year ago by Egypt’s National Council of Women and the UN, the ‘Taa Marbouta’
campaign promotes women’s social, political and economic empowerment in the North African
country.

Because it’s an Arabic letter it is also relevant to women in many other countries,” she added, “
indicating that the “secret” of women’s power can only be stronger when they come together



