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Dear readers,

It is my pleasure to present the Publications Catalogue of the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) for 2016-2017, which provides an abstract of each
publication with a hyperlink to the full text.

ESCWA publishes a Catalogue at the end of each biennium to facilitate the use of its
publications by government officials, non-governmental organizations, researchers and other
parties interested in its work. These publications cover a broad spectrum of issues, including
sustainable development and natural resources management; social policies; economic and
financial issues; information and communications technology; gender equality; statistical
data; and conflict-related issues and their implications for the countries of the region.

Recognizing the challenges of achieving sustainable development and justice in a fragmented
and conflict-ridden Arab region, ESCWA continued to advance multilateral dialogue,
knowledge-sharing and networking, with a view to fostering regional integration and
implementing internationally agreed development goals. The publications presented in

this Catalogue, along with various other activities, reflect the continuous efforts exerted by
ESCWA in that regard and its commitment to achieving the rights and aspirations of the
peoples of the Arab region.

| hope these publications will further enhance public dialogue, information exchange and
knowledge-sharing among officials and stakeholders in the region and assist member States
in their preparations for participation in global forums and conferences on priority issues.

All the publications listed in the Catalogue are available on the ESCWA website
(www.unescwa.org), and most are published in Arabic and English in order to meet the
needs expressed by member States and readers. The ESCWA website also provides further
information on its activities.

| trust that you will find these publications both useful and enjoyable.

Mohamed Ali Alhakim

Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
Executive Secretary of ESCWA



celiedl el3all

catad] 8 yz8) (168ardl) Lol 138 delain Vg Eyaladyl diodll Olygice Jds @S| pa8l of  Sasay
Jal gl Slasl) g yasIl gl ) Olygdcall el o IS e 832-ga dal 4489 2017-2016

fodosaall Lo Jus S gpstian 3 3l lglas zraliyy By2d g 3 Sl o oSl ya0f
Jans dazgall Slgadly Slio Wl i Wl Jleg duaoSodl i Slabuially dayall @logSall 3 &idgiuall
o_)l_)lg dalaciwall 4_‘.:\4_/.” u)ﬂ:x.o U_Q &uolgnll oo 4:.9.‘.4.0 4.C—9AM Q.bsu Q_I.H L@wa r‘alM[ |9§4xﬂ|
wilaidly olaglaall Lo glgiS g cddlallg dysladl Llaally duelain Yl sluluwdlg bl syl gall
dball ylaly 3 T olelily dlauall Llalls dglasyl Sblls ppuiadl e lslualls

S3adl o v.:l.v.s dalia v_fa Ulaslly deaidl §add yluce o35 V,Jl Oyl @ [l 4545 3] g
olaily @l 4ty oIl daldlg 49)24” Jsls g dalizall Byl slell gemid wlolg wolelidlg
Jddl e 8 4o gsmall wilygdcall o) oo lgde Bazall LS55yl Blaadl iy oSl oSl i
Bod> 3L lgalidllg Bluadl sia Guiod) dolguall [gudl 5gg> i gy Bae dnisl Cils I
Aglallaig 4oyl ogeill

o0 Byliall ol (8 elaedl Joul se by Oig dilaall 3 polausil (')Lp-Lo/g.)buoig ¥ g aall
glodl els Lilaall O o) AdeS JJI & gull &l 3ai5allg biacall

cw)pﬂ s yue 'QLAEH &QQA Q.l.c_ 4> J,J.\” l_m L:’_9 Ao yaall &y gliciall 2ax
Olygdcall oda & dley g pllaad I il o> olagles Laﬂ uop G (WWW.unescwa.org)
2138l o WSan donps 3 ST JI i S & plsidlg doyell sl s

B3y date IS deganall sia b wlylll/elzall LAl ol Siaily

paaall (alc 2020
dasiall (aan plall u.mﬁ' JS9



ESCWA at a glance
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ESCWA forms part of the United Nations
Secretariat and, like the four other

regional commissions, operates under the
supervision of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC).

ESCWA, which was initially known as ECWA
(Economic Commission for Western Asia),
was established on 9 August 1973 pursuant
to ECOSOC resolution 1818 (LV) for the
purpose of raising the level of economic
activity in the countries of Western Asia,
strengthening cooperation among them, and
assisting them in their development efforts.

Under ECOSOC resolution 1985/69 of 26
July 1985, ECWA was renamed Economic
and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) to reflect the social aspects of
its mandate.

The Commission’s permanent headquarters
are in Beirut, but it has also been based

in Baghdad (1982-1991) and Amman
(1991-1997).

ESCWA has 18 member States: Bahrain,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya,
Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Palestine, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab
Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates
andYemen.
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ESCWA Annual Report 2017

ANNUAL REPORT 2017
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The conflicts and instability that have scarred the Arab region in recent years

are far from resolved. In fulfilling its mission to lead collective efforts towards

a stable and prosperous Arab region, in which people enjoy freedom, equality,
social justice and sustainable livelihoods, ESCWA has continued to provide
impartial intergovernmental platforms for dialogue, the advancement of regional
integration, the development of regional norms and standards, the exchange of
experiences, the fostering of international cooperation. It also continued its efforts
to advocate for the needs and concerns of the region on the global stage.

The 2017 Annual Report provides an overview of how ESCWA has implemented
its mission. It is structured according to the three pillars of the ESCWA strategic
framework: regional integration, inclusive development, and good governance
and resilience. Each chapter of the report is dedicated to a pillar, with the
cross-cutting issues of statistics, gender and partnerships highlighted throughout.

Key subjects:

economic integration; gender equality; governance; inclusive development;
institutional development; knowledge economy; partnership; resilience; social
justice; statistics; sustainable development; sustainable natural resources
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Sustainable Development from Vision to Action
ESCWA Annual Report, 2016

ANNUAL
REPORT
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The year 2016 was year one for the implementation period of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. ESCWA was instrumental in helping shape the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), harmonizing the regional view and advocating for Arab
countries on the global scene.The SDGs have become official policy objectives with
specific targets for all Governments. Having developed consensus on what must be
done, ESCWA is now leading the way in ensuring that intentions become reality.

The 2016 Annual Report provides an overview of how ESCWA has supported the
empowerment of women in the region (SDG 5), worked with Governments to gear
their economies towards inclusive and sustainable economic growth (SDG 8), helped
Governments and civil society better confront inequality in their societies (SDG 10), and
continued to call for justice, and for effective, accountable and inclusive institutions
(SDG 16).

Key subjects:

civil society;economic integration; gender equality; governance; inclusive
development; institutional development; knowledge economy; partnership;
resilience; social justice; statistics; sustainable development; sustainable
natural resources; women'’s advancement

syl syl ho doliamall ol
2016 . ngiull Igauw i i

A= 9.2030 ple dalacuall dpandl das daid Badswall 838l 44145 2016 ple L,lS
by S Jogilly cdalasuall dpazll Blaaf delws us il &b bg.s 1ol @3l
Blaal cowsly  dallell olislall u_e glals Llad ok el ddhiall Su> g0
Badseo dolia @il dolell dusledl’ u_e Blaal uLo_gi_xll 202 dolatuall 4l

@Bl N Llgadl Lagaxd 8ypun poll 59T ¢ sd coule Ll (88195 4! dousilg

s 8 198l 4 ceald I Jasll oyc Gole Eonal 2016 plal goadl yyyall ol
Joull cilslal ez gi 3 OlagSanll pog o5 Sag) daniall 3 8lall S

G il gaznally @ilagSadl ag (8 Saglh) geanll Jolidl plaziuallg gadl oo
dled uLu.,.uga :_Lug dlasll e,..a:o L,Jl 09:..&” 0'99 (10 d;@]') o'gwl pac C_oya.)
(16 Bugh) el dalig deliwall dabls g

il guslgoll

lalind] dpazdl f2aS ool toppanind] s Bloluall s g3LaBdl Lol ¢ isall pazanall
Wlasll sganll Ll 8yl 38Tyl 138 yaall 3Lzl isall Lol fpaasl
81sally 5ol Aol ituuall Apmedall 3yl gall cdal stoall dazdl sl elon Yl e lazn Yl


https://www.unescwa.org/publications/annual-report-2016
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/annual-report-2016
https://www.unescwa.org/ar/publications/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-2016
https://www.unescwa.org/ar/publications/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D9%88%D9%8A-2016







Arab Horizon 2030: Prospects for Enhancing Food Security
in the Arab Region
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Poverty, food insecurity and high dependency on food import remain among
the major challenges facing the Arab region. In addition to mismanagement of
resources and wasteful practices, which are expected to worsen with climate
change, protracted wars and occupation have caused large and growing
numbers of food insecure and undernourished people, including the internally
displaced and the refugees. The demand for food has long exceeded domestic
agricultural production, due to the rapid population growth in the region.

This report, which is a joint effort by ESCWA and the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), examines the current situation of food security in the Arab
region, including food production and consumption, food waste, and food
trade. It highlights the complex interplay of the technical, political, climatic and
social factors related to food security. It uses a simulation model to prepare
projections based on two probabilities: a continuation of the present course
and the adoption of alternative policies to increase crop yields, shift to healthier
consumption patterns, and establish and maintain strategic food stocks. The
report provides policy options for enhancing food security in the future in line
with the directions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, with a view
to informing the debate on the status and future of food security in the region.

Key subjects:

agricultural production; crop yields; food consumption; food production; food
security; food waste; malnutrition; population growth; reliance of food import;
social safety nets; sustainable development
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Arab Horizon 2030: Prospects for Enhancing Food Security
in the Arab Region
Technical Summary

rospects for Enhancing Food Security

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2017/1/
Summary

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2017/1/
Summary

This publication summarizes the one presented in the previous page. It examines
the current situation of food insecurity in the Arab region, including utilization,
access and availabitiy, in addition to food security in conflict settings. It highlights
the complex interplay of the technical, political, climatic and social factors related
to food security. It presents the results of simulation models based on two
probabilities: a continuation of the present course and the adoption of alternative
policies to increase crop yields, shift to healthier consumption patterns, and
establish and maintain strategic food stocks.

The report also presents the policy options proposed in the full report to enhance
food security in the future in line with the directions of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, with a view to informing the debate on the status and
future of food security in the region.

Key subjects:

agricultural production; crop yields; food consumption; food production; food
security; food trade; food waste; malnutrition; population growth; reliance on
food import; social safety nets; sustainable development
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Arab Region Progress in Sustainable Energy
Global Tracking Framework Regional Report

)

Wl Global Tracking Framewark Regional Regort
ESCHA

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2017/2

The Arab region is in the midst of a transition from being a major supplier of
energy to international markets towards an increasingly important demand
market. Armed conflicts and political instability have been major obstacles to
sustainable development and to sustainable management of resources such
as energy and water, in many cases reversing past progress in those areas.
In the Arab region, which is one of the most vulnerable regions to climate
change, progress in sustainable energy can no longer be sought separately
from progress in other socioeconomic development goals.

This report provides an overview of the progress made by the Arab region in
recent decades in the area of sustainable energy management and energy
access. It draws on data from the Global Tracking Framework Report which is
co-led by the World Bank and the International Energy Agency with input from
more than 20 organizations around the world including the United Nations
regional commissions, and which tracks progress in sustainable energy globally
through the collection and analysis of quantifiable, internationally comparable
energy-related indicators. As the Arab region depletes its energy savings and
water resources and pollutes its air faster than any other region in the world,
this report offers a set of policy recommendations for the region that includes
institution and capacity building, financial, and market restructuring aspects,
and managing the resources of the region in a sustainable manner.

Key subjects:

armed conflicts; biomass; climate change vulnerability; energy access; energy
efficiency; natural resources policy; renewable energy; solar power; sustainable
development; sustainable energy; urbanization; wind power
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Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction in the Arab Region
ESCWA Water Development Report 7
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Climate change adaptation (CCA) and disaster risk reduction (DRR) are
increasingly being linked to one another and to water resources management.
Global frameworks have called for an integrated approach to CCA and DRR,
since the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in 2005, and more recently

in 2015, with the adoption of three global interrelated agendas, namely the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. Integrated policies on
natural hazards are needed to achieve synergy in dealing with all aspects of
weather-related hazards, particularly in terms of impact modelling

and risk assessment.

This report highlights the technical and institutional challenges facing the
integration of CCA and DRR agendas. It introduces assessment tools and means
of implementation, namely technology, financing and capacity-building. It

uses science-based information — generated from regional climate modelling,
hydrological modelling, vulnerability assessment, impact assessment and
disaster loss database analysis - to inform the formulation of CCA and

DRR policies, the costing of disaster losses from extreme weather events,

and negotiation processes at the global level. The report concludes with
recommendations to improve policy coherence in the CCA and DRR agendas.

Key subjects:

climate change adaptation; climate change vulnerability; climate-related
hazards; disaster risk reduction; extreme climate event; natural disasters;
regional climate modelling; risk assessment; sustainable development
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Climate projections show that the Arab region will experience rising
temperatures over the course of this century with significant impacts on
freshwater resources and varying degrees of implications for socioeconomic
and environmental vulnerabilities. Region-specific integrated vulnerability
assessments can inform regional cooperation, as well as basin level,
country-level and sector-level analysis to advance understanding of, and
collective action on climate change.

This Report presents a comprehensive picture of the expected impact of
climate change on freshwater resources and socioeconomic vulnerabilities
in the Arab region until the end of the century. It identifies vulnerability
hotspots and vulnerable sectors across the region and illustrates how

the relative resilience of Arab communities and strategic sectors will be
affected unless collective, coherent and coordinated action is taken to
address the root causes of vulnerability and adapt to climate change. It

is the first regional assessment to comprehensively assess the impact of
climate change in the Arab region as a single geospatial unit by generating
ensembles of regional climate and hydrological modelling projections until
the year 2100. It is expected to inform decision makers, researchers and
stakeholders about climate change impacts in the region, with a view to
enhancing policy dialogue, priority-setting, and action.

agricultural sector; climate change; climate modelling; climate-related hazards;
drought; extreme climate event; flood; freshwater resources; hydrological
modelling; regional cooperation; vulnerability hotspots; water availability
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Developing the Capacity of ESCWA Member Countries
to Address the Water and Energy Nexus

for Achieving Sustainable Development Goals

Regional Policy Toolkit

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2016/
MANUAL

Arab countries face immense challenges in the water and energy sectors

with growing populations and mounting environmental pressures such as
droughts, desertification, pollution and climate change. The sustainable use of
these resources necessitates a comprehensive and systematic approach which
strongly links energy and water. Under a project on developing the capacity

of member countries to address the water and energy nexus for achieving
Sustainable Development Goals, ESCWA has prepared a regional policy toolkit
to help relevant authorities and public service providers in the Arab region to
examine and address the water and energy nexus in an integrated manner.

The water and energy nexus policy toolkit contains seven modules addressing
the following priority areas: raising awareness and disseminating knowledge;
increasing policy coherence; examining the water and energy security nexus;
increasing efficiency; informing technology choices; promoting renewable
energy; and addressing climate change and natural disasters.

Key subjects:

capacity building; climate change; energy resources development; energy
security; environment; food security; natural disasters; population growth;
renewable energy; resources allocation; sustainable development; water and
energy nexus; water resources development
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Migration in the Arab Region and the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development
2017 Situation Report on International Migration

In 2016, the Arab region hosted over 35 million international migrants.
Conflicts and occupation have created over 8 million refugees, including 5.2
million Palestinians displaced since 1948 and their descendants, and more
than 2 million Syrian refugees since 2011. They have also led to internal
displacement affecting over 16 million people, mainly in Iraq, Libya, Somalia,
the Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Also, around 26 million migrants from the region
live or work abroad. Recognizing the importance of human mobility in today’s
communities and in development outcomes, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development calls for global action to ensure that all human beings live in
dignity and equality and enjoy prosperous and fulfilling lives in a healthy and
sustainable environment.

Within the context of global compacts on migration and refugees, in

particular the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants which was
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2016, this Situation
Report on International Migration highlights elements of good migration
governance to advance the rights and wellbeing of migrants and facilitate
sustainable development. It showcases migrants’ potential to contribute to the
development of their countries of origin and destination and offers evidence
and indicators that link migration to positive development outcomes.

Key subjects:

E/ESCWA/SDD/2017/1

armed conflict; asylum seeker; deportation; diaspora; facilitated migration;
human trafficking; internally displaced; international migration;, irregular
migration; mass exodus; migration governance; naturalization;
non-refoulement; refugees; remittances
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Strengthening Social Protection for Persons
with Disabilities in Arab Countries

Inclusive development that leaves no one behind is the basis of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. This aspiration resounds profoundly
with persons with disabilities across the world, as they are one of the most
marginalized and excluded population groups. Social protection is one of
the main vehicles that can serve to break the exclusion of persons with
disabilities. Guided by the 2030 Agenda, ensuring the inclusion of persons
with disabilities will require that social protection policies take into account
social and environmental factors in addition to medical ones.

This report provides an overview of the social protection systems in several

@) oo Arab countries. In light of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of
Woi wih D A G Persons with Disabilities and the 2030 Agenda, it assesses the extent to which

ESOWA

social protection systems meet the specific situation and needs of persons
with disabilities. It offers recommendations to move from the charity model to
a rights-based one that will provide accessible and adequate social protection
and will empower and further the autonomy of persons with disabilities. It
aims to enrich and expand the current discussion about ongoing reforms of
social protection systems in several Arab countries.

Key subjects:

E/ESCWA/SDD/2017/2

contributory protection scheme; disability prevalence; economically active;
informal employment; non-contributory protection scheme; persons

with disabilities; social assistance; social protection floor; social security;
sustainable development
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Prospects of Ageing with Dignity in the Arab Region
Population and Development Report, Issue No. 8

Over the period from 1970 to 2017, the population of older persons (aged 60
years and above) in the Arab region has more than quadrupled, increasing
from approximately 7 million to 29 million. In this region, the family is still a
fundamental unit of care for older persons, especially given the limitations of
public social protection. However, changing living arrangements and rising
female participation in the formal labour market, declining fertility and rising
youth unemployment are some of the factors that have put a significant strain
on a family’s ability to provide care for older persons. States need, therefore to
recognize this demographic shift and this changing social structure dynamic to
@ develop social protection systems that provide for older persons with limited
or no familial support.
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This report explores the prospects of ageing with dignity in the Arab region.
Anchored in a human-rights, gender-sensitive approach, it affirms the principle
of “leaving no one behind” as called for in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. It outlines basic principles that should guide policy making to
protect the human rights, wellbeing, and development of older persons as set
out in global frameworks and regional mandates. It also offers a sequenced
approach to policies that meet short, medium, and long-term goals, and
presents policy makers with concrete and feasible policy interventions.

Key subjects

E/ESCWA/SDD/2017/3

age distribution transition; ageing policies; dependency ratio; gender equality;
housing arrangements; human rights; income security; intergenerational support;
long-term care; old-age benefits; population age structure; social protection
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Inequality, Autonomy and Change in the Arab Region
Social Development Report 2

E/ESCWA/SDD/2017/6

The region has made progress towards some progressive values in recent
years since the 2011 uprisings. It remains, however, conservative in many
aspects compared to countries of similar levels of development, in particular,
on personal autonomy, gender equality, commitment to democratic values,
and social and religious tolerance. Moreover, youth emancipative values will
not necessarily be the main driver of change in the near future, especially
where violence has become the main political instrument.

This report examines how inequality and lack of personal autonomy are likely
to impact any future broad political settlement in the Arab region. It defines
and measures autonomy in the region in comparison with values held in the
rest of the world and among different countries and socioeconomic groups
and analyzes the reasons behind the autonomy gap. It concludes by proposing
a reform agenda that emphasizes the reduction of inequality of access to
quality services and decent jobs, and the development of emancipative social
values, mainly through a modernized education system.

Key subjects

democratization; gender equality; income distribution; labour market; per
capita consumption; political conditions; poverty; self- expression; social
change; social development; social justice; social values; unbalanced
capitalism; welfare economics
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The Demographic Profiles of the Arab States, 2017

This publication provides demographic data, trends and projections for each Arab
country for the period 1980-2050. It could serve as a reference for researchers
conducting demographic research as well as social research with a population
dimension. Sources of data are: United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, World Bank, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, World Health Organization, International Labour Organization and
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Key demographic indicators compiled in the profiles include population trends
(size, growth rate); mortality (life expectancy at birth, infant mortality rate,
under-five mortality rate, maternal mortality ratio); fertility (rate, contraceptive
prevalence); age structure (population age composition, proportion of young
age groups, population pyramid, dependency ratios); urbanization (urban/
E/ESCWA/SDD/2017/ rL_jraI population by age and sex); interr_1a_tiona| n_1igr_ation (refugees, inte:rnally

displaced persons, migrant stock by origin, destination, age and sex, migrant
remittances); education (primary, secondary and tertiary enrolment rates);
youth unemployment; and others. It also presents the definitions of all
indicators as adopted by major United Nations organs and international
organizations.

Key subjects

Country Profiles

demographic dividend; demographic window; dependency ratio; education;
fertility rate; human resources; international migration; mortality rate;
population age structure; population dynamics; population trends;
unemployment; urbanization
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The Role of Civil Society in Implementing the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

Arabic only
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E/ESCWA/SDD/2016/
TECHNICAL PAPER.1

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which was endorsed by most of
the countries of the world in September 2015, embodies a deep transformation
in the development concept, consolidating all social, economic, environmental,
political and cultural dimensions in a comprehensive and inclusive context that
does not exclude anyone. At the heart of this change is the highly important
partnership between all international, regional, national and local development
stakeholders. A specifically important role in this change and in overall
development is given to civil society.

This report explains the concept of partnership in the 2030 Agenda and the
substantive transformation in addressing development. The fundamental
principle that had guided the relationship between stakeholders was shifted
from competition and fight over gains, to cooperation, complementarity and
continued search for agreements on ways to push the development process
forward for the benefit of all. It overviews successful initiatives undertaken by
Arab civil society to support development efforts under serious challenges, such
as legal, political and procedural constraints on its work in many Arab countries,
and the type of relationship between its various components and between it and
governments, donors and supporters. The report suggests recommendations to
activate the role of Arab civil society in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda,
in a climate of trust, transparency and accountability.

Key subjects

accountability; civil society; legal environment; inclusiveness; institutional
mechanisms; national ownership; partnership; regional integration; Sustainable
Development Goals; sustainable human development; transparency
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Demographic Profile of the Arab Region
Realizing the Demographic Dividend

The demographic transition is a change in patterns of population growth, from
high to low rates of fertility and mortality. At an early stage, this transition
leads to a shift in the population’s age composition whereby the number of
working-age persons exceeds that of economically dependent persons. More
resources are then available for investment in human capital (health and
education), physical capital, and economic and social development. This phase
is referred to as the demographic window of opportunity. Its duration varies
between countries, and it is affected by various factors. Today, Arab countries
are registering declining fertility rates and increases in life expectancy,

@ although at different paces and starting from different levels.
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This report gives an overview of population dynamics and trends in the
Arab region and assesses the window of opportunity during which each
country could reap the benefits of its changing population structure. Reaping
the benefits of the demographic dividend is not automatic and requires an
enabling policy environment. The report thus presents four case studies of
countries that benefitted from their demographic dividend by implementing
sound policies, making recommendations the Arab region.

Key subjects

E/ESCWA/SDD/2016/
Technical Paper.3

demographic dividend; demographic window; dependency ratio; education;
fertility rate; human resources; international migration; mortality rate;
population age structure; population dynamics; population trends;
unemployment; urbanization
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments
in the Arab Region 2016-2017

G

ﬁLg Survey of Ecor ‘and Social

Dev \vm=l mAnng
[
B 20162017

E/ESCWA/EDID/2017/1

elat g il chghill o {;1)
aujall ddhiall (nd o

w7 B

E/ESCWA/EDID/2017/1

The 2016-2017 edition of the Survey of Economic and Social Developments
in the Arab Region provides a rigorous assessment of the socioeconomic
situation and prospects for Arab countries, and serves as a basis for policy
discussion, peer learning and advocacy to cope with global, regional and
national development challenges. The Survey first analyses routinely
monitored economic and social variables in the Arab region in a global
context. It then examines the impact on the region of ongoing fiscal reforms.

The analysis of the impact of global economic prospects and oil market
dynamics on the region can be a vital tool for regional and national policy
planning.The forecasts presented in the Survey have different policy
implications for oil-producing versus non-oil-producing countries and should
be used to tailor national development plans to the needs of each Arab
country. Most importantly, the Survey can provide the impetus for strong
and coordinated fiscal policy reform, with a view to promoting inclusive and
sustainable economic transformation.

Key subjects:

Arab-global trade linkages; fiscal contractions; fiscal reform; Human
Development Index; oil production; oil export revenues; GDP growth; women
in parliaments; Corruption Perception Index; geographical trade structure;
Gender Inequality Index
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments
in the Arab Region 2016-2017

Summary

E/ESCWA/EDID/2017/1/
Summary

Economic expansion in the Arab region slowed in 2016, with the average
growth rate of gross domestic product (GDP) at 1.8 per cent. International
commodity prices, including for crude oil, remained low, agriculture in the
Maghreb was hit by severe drought and geopolitical tensions continued to
discourage tourism. The balance-of-payments situation remained tight for
non-oil exporting Arab countries, particularly Egypt, the Sudan and Tunisia.
War and political violence continued to plague Iraq, Libya, Palestine, the Arab
Syria Republic and Yemen.

This publication presents a summary of those developments. It comprises

an overview of the global context and summarizes the developments in

the natural resources sector, the regional socioeconomic trends and policy
developments in the Arab region. It concludes that global economic recovery
in 2017 should improve the region’s prospects, in spite of the political and
social tensions. Recovering oil prices and an expansion of domestic demand
should accelerate the real growth rate to 2.5 per cent. The degree of recovery
is, however, unlikely to be enough to fund policies aimed at implementing the
Sustainable Development Goals. Arab countries need therefore to redouble
fiscal consolidation efforts and deepen regional cooperation to make optimum
use of financial, human and natural resources.

Key subjects:

consumer price inflation; exchange rates; social dynamics; employment; policy
developments; regional trends; natural resources
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Arab Multidimensional Poverty Report

The Arab Multidimensional Poverty Report, the first of its kind following

the launch of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, is the result of
three years of collaboration between ESCWA and the League of Arab States’
Council of Arab Ministers for Social Affairs, the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), and Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI).

@ The primary objective of the report is to provide practical proposals

Arab Multidimensional to support Arab efforts to eradicate poverty in all its dimensions and

Poverty Report implement the 2030 Agenda. It examines household and child poverty
using normative methodologies that were adapted to the needs of the

@ Arab region after a consultative process with regional and global experts,
e uicere [ and representatives of governments in the region. After establishing the

- root causes of multidimensional poverty in the Arab region, the report
offers recommendations for addressing gaps in education, improving
social protection systems, investing in children, developing rural areas and,
strengthening data collection systems and promoting regional cooperation
in multi-dimensional poverty analysis, in particular to develop an Arab
multidimensional poverty index.

Key subjects:

E/ESCWA/EDID/2017/2

child poverty; education gaps; household poverty; multidimensional poverty
index; poverty mitigation, regional cooperation; social protection systems;
social security; sustainable development
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Transport and Connectivity to Global Value Chains
lllustrations from the Arab region
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More than 50 per cent of global trade in manufacturing goods consists of
intermediate goods, and an increasing 70 per cent of trade in services involves
intermediate services. Global value chains (GVCs) allow disadvantaged
countries to become involved in production chains by specializing in certain
components, parts or tasks, benefiting therefore from economies of scale and
other advantages of partnering with global conglomerates interconnectedness
among economies in a geographical region. Leading to substantial benefits for
all stakeholders, participation in GVCs thus plays an important role in fostering
development.

This report explores the impact of transport infrastructure and service
availability and efficiency on GVC connectivity. It assesses whether the Arab
region meets the necessary requirements of infrastructure, logistics and trade
facilitation to be able to participate meaningfully in GVCs. It concludes with
recommendations on how to improve the role of transport services for greater
GVC participation.

Key subjects:

global value chains; logistics; supply chains; trade facilitation, trade in
services; transport infrastructure; value added content of exports
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Rethinking fiscal policy for the Arab Region

E/ESCWA/EDID/2017/4
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Amid low oil prices and rising debts, the Arab region faces a challenging
economic outlook. At the same time, development priorities related to decent
work, poverty reduction and social justice are more pressing than at any

other time in the region’s recent history. Fiscal policy, as not just a question

of cost-cutting and efficiency, but of smart investment in people and the
pursuit of inclusive human development, offers tools to resolve these complex
challenges. Fiscal policy reform is therefore essential to move forward towards
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

This report demonstrates that fiscal policy can transform the economy by
shaping the right spending and revenue choices and advancing inclusive
development and that real progress in development depends on economic
structural and governance reform. It concludes with recommendations to
reshape fiscal policy in order to promote economic transformation by making
budget choices to reduce poverty and inequality and to close health, housing
and education deficits; raising revenues; improving governance; and investing
in strategic modern sectors, infrastructure, knowledge and innovation.

Key subjects

debt service; economic reform; energy subsidies; fiscal policy; fiscal space;

governance gaps; inclusive development; productivity; public expenditures;
public investment; resource mobilization; structural change; taxation; value

added sectors
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Rethinking fiscal policy for the Arab Region

Summary
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Summary

In the new era of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, there is
heightened emphasis on the State playing a more active role in achieving
inclusive and sustainable economies and societies. Across the Arab region
and around the world, this calls in part for rethinking fiscal policy. Fiscal policy
must deliberately aim towards smart investments in people that can unlock
rapid progress across all 17 Sustainable Development Goals, leaving no one
behind.

One starting point, as suggested in this report, is a discussion around not

just how much money is spent, but how it is raised and how wisely it is spent
to reach short and long-term objectives. The report urges a departure from
conventional fiscal policy choices as solving today’s development challenges
requires a reassessment of accepted notions. A new direction is needed,

one where economic policy closely aligns with measures to reverse the root
causes of socioeconomic crisis and deepening disparities, and to equip people
of all backgrounds in realizing their full potential as members of productive
societies.

Key subjects

social spending; informal jobs; public debt; tax revenues; poor; middle-class;
governance deficits; resilience to economic shocks; decent work
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Trade in Services as a Driver of Growth and Development
Assessing Arab Economic Integration
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Economic integration is an important means to generate income and
employment, to boost investment and to spur structural transformation
towards more diversified and broad-based economic models. Liberalization
of trade in services is a major avenue in the achievement of regional
economic integration; if pursued well, it promises to yield great gains to Arab
development. For all Arab countries, recent estimates show that trade costs
caused by regulations may be two to three times higher for trade in services
compared to trade in goods. This is a key factor behind the unexploited
potential for expanded services production and trade in the Arab region.

This report is the second on Assessing Arab Economic Integration (the first
was issued in 2015). It aims to identify challenges, opportunities and strategies
to foster intraregional and global economic linkages. In addition to assessing
the performance of Arab countries in economic integration as a regular
component, the distinct theme addressed in this issue is the status of the
services sector in the Arab region and the liberalization of trade in services, in
the pursuit of closer regional economic integration. It presents the necessary
tools for assessing protection of trade in services and quantifying the gains
and costs from liberalizing the sector at the country and regional levels.

Key subjects:

adjustment costs; Arab trade dependency ratios; deindustrialization;
financial services; foreign direct investment; global value chains; services
trade liberalization; services trade restrictiveness; services value added;
telecommunications; transport
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the Arab Region

2015-2016

{;‘!} Survey of Economic and Social

. Developments in the Arab Region

Gl
BOWA 20152016

E/ESCWA/EDID/2016/1

The economic and political uncertainty that has characterized the Arab region
since the uprisings of 2011 continues to dampen its prospects for growth, job
creation and stability. Economic expansion remains stalled, with persistently
low global oil prices further burdening the regional economy and constraining
the growth and fiscal balances of those countries that had been top
performers due to energy exports. There has been some progress on social
indicators, such as gender equality. However, countries in and affected by
political transition and conflict have regressed on a plethora of socioeconomic
indicators over the past five years.

The Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the Arab Region
2015-2016 uses recent data to assess the destructive impact of instability and
conflict, including on growth and economic output. It also draws on research
by ESCWA on migration, social developments, the impact of conflict, women'’s
empowerment and specific country-level analysis. It concludes with specific
recommendations on key areas in socioeconomic development.

Key Subjects:

Arab-global trade linkages; conflict spillover; Human Development Index;
gender labour force participation rates; oil production; oil export revenues;
GDP growth; women in parliaments; Corruption Perception Index;
geographical trade structure; Gender Inequality Index
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments
in the Arab Region 2015-2016

Summary
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E/ESCWA/EDGD/2016/1/
Summary
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E/ESCWA/EDID/2016/1/
Summary

Oil prices, falling since mid-2014, have strained the economies of Arab
countries, which were further pressured by armed conflicts and political
instability. Affected by loss of oil export revenues among other factors, the
economies of Gulf Cooperation Council countries, which had previously led
growth in the Arab region, slowed down in 2015.The fall in oil prices did not
benefit energy-importing Arab countries as much as expected, because of
declines in nominal export revenues due to weak foreign demand. Security
incidents in the region dwindled the tourism sector and services exports.
Armed conflicts in several countries continued, and employment opportunities
were further limited by the stagnating economic situation. As a result, there
was a massive increase in refugee and migrant flows to Europe in 2015.

This publication presents a summary of those developments. It comprises
an overview of the global context and summarizes the developments in
the natural resources sector, the regional socioeconomic trends and policy
developments in the Arab region.

Key Subjects:

consumer price inflation; exchange rates; social dynamics; employment; policy
developments; regional trends; natural resources
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Syria at War: Five Years on

Five years of conflict have changed the face of the Syrian Arab Republic. An
estimated 2.3 million people, 11.5 per cent of the country’s population, have been
killed or wounded,1 thousands more are under arrest or unaccounted for, 6.5
million are internally displaced and 6.1 million have sought refuge in neighbouring
countries. Gross domestic product (GDP), which in 2010 stood at $60.2 billion, is

at $27.2 billion (2010 prices) in 2015, representing a contraction of 55 per cent.Total
losses incurred in five years of conflict are estimated at $259.6 billion.

This report provides thorough documentation of the impact of five years of
violence and war on Syria’s economy, and pays special attention to the plight
of refugees and the extent to which Western sanctions have succeeded, or
failed, in achieving their proclaimed objectives. Concepts include not only
reconstruction and development, but an emphasis on human rights, social
justice and an inclusive society in which all can resolve their grievances
E/ESCWA/EDID/2016/2 peacefully, thereby paving the way for rapid human development. It provides
a diagnosis and a prescription on the period immediately following an
agreement on a political resolution to the crisis, to all those concerned about
Syria’s future, irrespective of their political background or affiliation. It also
offers valuable prescriptions by which the international community could, in
the immediate term, mitigate the human damage caused by the crisis.

Key subjects:

budget deficit; capital stock losses; food insecurity; GDP losses; health
indicators; human development; human rights; inclusive society; internally
displaced; poverty; price inflation; public debt; refugees; social justice
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Innovation Policy for Inclusive Sustainable Development
in the Arab Region

Il Development n the Arab Region
ESCUA

N
@@
Innovation Policy for Inclusive Sustainable

E/ESCWA/TDD/2017/1

The effects of innovation, particularly in technology, on economic growth,
industrial optimization, improved social welfare and environmental protection
have proved to be significant. According to its modern understanding,
innovativeness lies in original ways of using technology, not necessarily
owning or inventing it. This is specifically important for the Arab region,

as innovation does not necessarily result from cutting-edge or original
development of scientific knowledge. Rather, its transformative potential

can be realized in addressing local issues or improving the livelihoods of
communities.

This study looks at how to address innovation challenges in the region and
shape related policy to fulfil the Sustainable Development Goals. In particular,
it explores how innovation policy can be applied to tackle such key issues as
youth employment and climate change. Drawing on internationally recognized
frameworks, and strategies that helped emerging economies achieve
technological and social development comparable to those of advanced
countries, it provides a framework for the formulation of policies for economic
growth and achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in
the Arab region.

Key subjects:

business incubators; foreign technology licensing; Global Innovation Index;
lifelong learning; national innovation system, open science policy; research
and development expenditure; science parks; technology transfer; venture
capital
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Perspectives on the Digital Economy in the Arab Region

)
B Perspectives on the Digital Economy

. inthe Arab Region

E/ESCWA/TDD/2017/2

E/ESCWA/TDD/2017/2

The digital economy contributes to enhancing productivity and growth,

job creation, well-being and social inclusion, thereby accelerating progress
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Along with its many
socioeconomic benefits, the digital economy, if not properly managed,

can also bring such challenges as the potential for rising inequalities

and unemployment, dominance by a small number of economic actors,
and privacy and security risks affecting individuals and public data and
infrastructure. Arab countries, with their large human potential, educated
youth, financial resources and central geographic position, should utilize
the assets offered by the digital economy to transform their economies and
societies.

This report demonstrates how digital agendas can boost digital economy
growth and inclusiveness. It emphasizes the need for the Arab region to devise
digital agendas at national and regional levels to promote the digital economy,
and to develop detailed digital economy statistics upon which policy priorities
and targets will be based, while improving the collection of sex-disaggregated
data. It offers recommendations pertaining to policy and to measurement,

to help policymakers and other stakeholders in the region identify priority
areas and develop digital agendas to enhance their transformation into smart
societies.

Key subjects:

artificial intelligence; data-driven innovation; data protection; digital divide;
E-Government Development Index; Global Innovation Index; Internet of things;
Networked Readiness Index; smart society,; technology transfer; women in
technology
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The Innovation Landscape in Arab Countries
A Critical Analysis

E/ESCWA/TDD/2017/
Technical Paper.1
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Technical Paper.1

Recently, innovation has become a principal aspect of development like
infrastructure and industrialization. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development stipulates building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive
and sustainable industrialization, and fostering innovation. Research centres
and international organizations have undertaken intensive activities to analyse
the impact of innovation on countries’ production systems and its contribution
to development. Similarly, ESCWA is focusing on innovation to support
member States in achieving the 2030 Agenda.

This study analyses the innovation landscape, vision, strategies, outcomes
and challenges in six Arab countries (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates) from the perspective of the Global
Innovation Index. Comparison between countries is made on the basis of
gross domestic product (GDP) per capita purchasing power parity (PPP). It also
covers public and private investment in research and development, and the
social and economic impact of innovation. It concludes with recommendations
to policy makers based on the results of the analysis.

Key subjects:

Global Innovation Index; inclusive sustainable development; innovation and
socioeconomic development; innovation cooperation; innovation policy;
knowledge economy; knowledge workers; market sophistication; national
innovation system
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Public and private sector entities, experts and researchers in the field of
industrial and economic development in Arab countries, and regional and
international organizations rely on the Bulletin of Industrial Statistics as one
of the most important sources of accurate industrial statistics and indicators
in the region. Statistics in this publication were collected from national
sources and were complemented from other sources when needed. They
were compiled according to internationally agreed upon methodologies and
classifications as set out in the System of National Accounts 2008.They also
follow the most recent revisions of the economic classification ISIC.

This Bulletin provides detailed industrial statistics for Arab countries for the
period 2008-2014. It presents overall industrial trends, including output levels,
labour productivity, contribution to gross domestic product and average
wages of industrial employees in the region. It also presents industrial
statistics for each Arab country, namely on the number of establishments and
employees, wages and salaries, output, value added and industrial production
index values. It is issued biennially and jointly prepared by ESCWA and the
Arab Organization for Industrial Development and Mining.

Key subjects:

industrial production; labour productivity; manufacturing industries; metadata;
mining and quarrying industries; value added
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lletin of the Arab Region

This Bulletin presents statistical data and indicators on external and
intraregional trade in goods in ESCWA member States. Data are presented
in time series until 2015 and are primarily drawn from national sources and,
when needed, secondary sources. The Bulletin aims to assist policymakers,
analysts, researchers and other users at the national, regional and
international levels.

The Bulletin comprises three parts. Part | is on external trade and contains
tables on annual trade growth rates in the region, the total values of imports
and exports and the percentage of those values by section of the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS). Part Il is on intraregional
trade and contains tables on intraregional imports and exports as a share

of total imports and exports by country and HS section. Part lll is on the
directions of external trade and contains tables on the imports and exports
of each member State with major countries and economic groupings

in the world.

Key subjects:

balance of trade; direction of trade; exports; external trade; imports;
intraregional trade; time-series analysis
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Climate Change-Related Statistics in the Arab Region
A Proposed Set of Indicators (Special Issue of the Compendium of
Environment Statistics in the Arab Region 2017)

E/ESCWA/SD/2017/3

Climate change and its impacts represent a major challenge to sustainable
development in Arab countries. They could undermine development
achievements and prospects, although the region contributes less than 5 per
cent to global greenhouse gas emissions. Reliable statistics are crucial for
measuring and monitoring the economic and social impacts of climate change
at the national and regional levels. Currently, however, climate-related statistics
in the Arab region are scarce, of poor quality, and not easily accessible.

This special issue of the recurrent biennial Compendium of Environment
Statistics in the Arab Region highlights the potential role of national statistical
offices in leading the improvement of climate change statistics. It proposes a
set of climate change-related indicators for Arab countries. Those indicators are
relevant to the region, uncumbersome to compile, feasible given existing data
and methods, and consistent with international recommendations in this area.

Key subjects:

carbon dioxide emissions; climate change adaptation; climate change drivers;
climate change mitigation; disaster risk management; energy efficiency;
energy intensity of the economy; extreme weather events; fossil fuel
combustion; greenhouse gas emissions; precipitation patterns; renewable
energy; sustainable management; water stress
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This publication presents available data on, and ESCWA estimates of gross
domestic product (GDP) at both current and constant prices; the consolidated
national accounts for each ESCWA member State during the period
2011-2015; and estimated real GDP growth for 2016. Chapter | presents
selected indicators, such as annual growth rates of real GDP, GDP at constant
and current prices, GDP per capita, national disposable income per capita,
gross capital formation and percentage of net exports to GDP. It highlights
variations between Gulf Cooperation Council countries and more diversified
economies that are members of ESCWA on the one hand, and between the
Arab region and other regions of the world on the other hand. Chapter Il
presents consolidated national accounts for each member State in national
currencies at current prices. Chapter lll reviews economic growth in real terms
after eliminating the effect of price inflation and contains tables of GDP by
expenditure and economic activity.

Data for this publication were primarily collected from national statistical
offices and other official sources, as well as from country responses to
questionnaires prepared by ESCWA. This publication is intended to serve as a
reference for economists, social researchers and policymakers.

Key subjects:

capital formation; consumption; economic growth; foreign exchange rates;
gross domestic product; income distribution; national accounts; national
income
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Arab Society: A Compendium of Demographic and Social Statistics
Issue No. 13

Issued biannually, the Compendium of Demographic and Social Statistics
provides a general view of Arab societies and the changes they encounter over
time. This issue features data on population, households, housing conditions,
employment, education, poverty, health and culture for the period 2016-

2017, provided mainly from national statistical offices and supplemented by
publicly accessible data from international agencies, such as the International
Labour Organization, the World Health Organization, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Educational, the
Scientific and Cultural Organization, and the World Bank.

@ Arab Society: A Compendium

of Demographic and Social Statistics

The Compendium is intended as a reference for policymakers and other
officials, and also as a snapshot of trends for readers with an interest in the
social climate of the Arab region, including academics, students, journalists
and the public. In addition to the indicators presented in the publication, a
more exhaustive set of tables can be found on the ESCWA website.

Key subjects:

Iy
ESUHA  Issue No.13
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cultural statistics; demographic statistics; educational statistics; health
statistics; housing conditions; labour statistics; vital statistics
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The State of Gender Justice in the Arab Region
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The State of Gender Justice

WGl inthe Arab Region
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Women in the Arab region are, on average, disadvantaged socially,
economically, politically and legally, relative to women globally and certainly
relative to those in nations of similar economic standing. With the 2011
uprisings and other developments in the region, certain reforms were
introduced concerning women'’s role in society. However, without meaningful
implementation, and given the social realities of the region, these reforms
have not been sufficient to approach actual equality and reduce gender gaps.

The weakness — and, in many cases, the complete lack — of accountability

mechanisms is central to the absence of gender justice in the Arab region.

This study reviews the state of gender justice in the Arab region, highlighting

legislative, political and social changes that have taken place between 2004
and 2017 and documenting barriers and opportunities. It also identifies

key perspectives that should inform policy discussions of gender justice,
namely the context in which gender justice is being pursued and whether

the manner it is being administered is responsive to that context. It proposes

recommendations to States to create an enabling legislative environment,
enhance the capabilities of accountability institutions, and foster an enabling
sociocultural environment.

Key subjects:

accountability mechanisms; social barriers to gender justice; international
standards of gender justice; enabling legislative environment; enabling
sociocultural environment; gender-based violence; gender equality
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Women’s Political Representation in the Arab Region
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Since 2010, the Arab region has witnessed progress in women'’s representation
at all governance levels, including in the legislature, the executive, the
judiciary, civil service and local councils. Women have also successfully
engaged in new forms of political participation, such as demonstrations,
constituent assemblies and constitution-drafting bodies. Nevertheless,
regional representation figures remain below the global average, highlighting
existing barriers to women'’s presence in the political sphere, and those
emerging as a result of various issues including armed conflict.

This study examines women'’s political representation in the Arab region,
particularly following the 2010-2011 uprisings, within the framework of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which calls upon States to ensure
women'’s equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decision-making

in political and pubilic life. It highlights enduring barriers to such progress

and the role of various actors, including civil society and international
organizations, in enhancing women'’s political representation. The study
presents case studies on the political representation of women in Egypt,
Jordan, Morocco andTunisia. It proposes policy recommendations including to
adopt a holistic approach, focusing not only on removing institutional barriers
but also on tackling pervasive socio-cultural obstacles to women’s presence

in the political sphere and to implement it in full cooperation with civil society
and international organizations.

Key subjects:

electoral quotas for women; institutional barriers; socio-cultural barriers;
women in local councils; women in parliaments; women judges; women
ministers; women'’s advancement; 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
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Violence against Women: What is at Stake?
Status of Arab Women Report 2017

LIMITED OUTREACH T0 SURVIVORS &2 &2
NEGATIVE IMPACT PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE = &
ONWOHEN'S PERPETUATION Mo
EDUCATION ~ oF: EX{STING
SOCIAL INEQUALITIES = _ - g
MARGINALIZATION

o o
IPACT ON & mu‘é"’-é'-'.'.’fmm‘s‘

DREN'S REHABILTT A
< ' B LAK OF AGCOUNTABILITY WECHANISHS
2 S HESITATION. 7 665 ¢ | IMITED LEGAL

KIEIIIS VIOLATION
HIGH ECONOMIC C

I = CRITICAL HUMAN
=2

DIN

. FRAMEWURKS

2 SPIMINISHED ABILITY TO WO

Status of Arab Women Report 2017
Violence Against Women
What s at Stake?

D

@UN S
o WoOMENEZ
£

E/ESCWA/ECW/2017/2

E-I
uh,n"ﬁ: =

i3

= al gl C
e oy g it

: ddeLuual] &yl pigi puEE
duigild b “ﬁ:.‘::‘ Usallzsy
CETEER. - “ﬁmw ‘E
r dja :

2017 plal gl aljall psg g it
élyoll a5 aiall

Syl s o

Wi
B0

E/ESCWA/ECW/2017/2

There is limited understanding in the Arab region of the economic and
financial impacts of violence against women. Partner violence against
women incurs not only visible monetary costs such as foregone income or
opportunity costs for women and households, and the lost productivity for
communities and businesses, but also less obvious impacts, on capabilities
and intrahousehold gender relations, and causes trauma, thus affecting
consumption and welfare. Analysing the costs of violence against women will
enable the State to fully undertake its role as duty bearer in protecting the
rights of all people.

This study addresses intimate partner violence against women and its
economic costs to the individuals, society and the State. It stresses the
importance of estimating such costs as an innovative approach and advocacy
tool for addressing this issue and presents the main methodologies used

for that purpose. It offers recommendations to key actors, namely State
institutions, international organizations and civil society to address and
respond to violence against women, using the cost estimate tool.

Key subjects:

costing violence against women; foregone income; gender-responsive
budgeting; informal reporting channels; intimate partner violence against
women; loss of unpaid work; opportunity costs; reporting mechanisms; State
institutions accountability
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Women, Peace and Security
The Role of Institutions in Times of Peace and War in the Arab Region

Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security,

established a global framework that addresses peace and security challenges
7 A on the one hand and violence against women, the empowerment of

women, and gender justice issues on the other. It also sets forth options that

governments and other actors can pursue in order to prevent violence against

women, punish perpetrators and provide reparations to survivors. Some Arab

countries have already designed action plans in response to resolution 1325,

while others are in the process of designing their policy responses.

This publication explores what the women, peace and security agenda is,

<) Women. Peace and Security and how the Arab region is responding to it. It discusses the roles of women
national machineries, national human rights institutions, security sector
institutions, and civil society organizations in times of peace and times of war.
It presents two case studies from Libya and Yemen on the role of institutions
and proposes a range of recommendations for action.

Key subjects:

in Times
B andWar mthe Ara Regio

E/ESCWA/ECW/2017/1

accountability frameworks; fragile institutions; human rights institutions;
human rights obligations of States; national women’s machineries;
perceptions of government effectiveness; preventative measures; women,
peace and security agenda
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Women: Arab Horizon 2030

Women: Arab Horizon 2030

E/ESCWA/ECW/2017/
Technical Paper.2
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A review of socioeconomic trends, prevailing over the past ten years, in

the Arab region showed that significant progress was achieved in ensuring
equal rights to education and health for women and men, but revealed many
deficiencies still affecting the rights of women: their economic and political
under-representation; their unpaid work; violence against them; and girl child
marriage, among others. The review classified the challenges facing gender
equality in the region under three main themes: political instability and
radicalization, gender bias in the economy and employment structures, and an
ideology of gender social polarization and separate spheres.

Based on the review findings, this report provides a forward-looking analysis
of possible approaches to mainstream gender in public policy and
decision-making with a view to facilitating the fulfilment by Arab countries of
their commitment to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
in particular Goal 5 concerning gender equality. This report, which covers the
22 Arab countries, emphasizes the need to include vulnerable groups, rural
women, women heads of households, survivors of violence, women with
disabilities and the displaced. It proposes recommendations to policymakers,
the international community and women groups, on establishing equal rights
for all women and enabling them to access those rights.

Key subjects:

affirmative action; child marriage; female genital mutilation; gender equality
in international treaties; gender equality in policy and practice; gender gap;
gender mainstreaming, honour killings; regional instruments on gender
equality; sexual harassment; sexual slavery; violence against women
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Social and Economic Situation of Palestinian Women and Girls
(July 2014 — June 2016)

The Israeli military occupation of Palestine continues to cause widespread
suffering among Palestinians. While the occupation negatively impacts the
lives of all women and men, girls and boys, this report focuses, however, on
the socioeconomic impact on women and girls, pursuant to Economic and
Social Council resolution 2003/42, which calls ESCWA to prepare periodic
reports on the social and economic situation of women and girls in Palestine.
This biannual report provides an overview of the situation regarding the
political, social, economic and human rights of Palestinian women and girls
in the period from July 2014 to June 2016. It draws on statistics collected by
the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and findings of international and
national organizations, and United Nations agencies, including the Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the United Nations
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women).

Key subjects:

E/ESCWA/ECW/2016/

Technical Paper.3 . ) ) o o N .
gender inequality; human rights violations; Israeli policies; Palestinian girls;

Palestinian women; settler violence; socioeconomic impact of occupation on
Palestinian women and girls; violence against women; women in politics;
women’s rights
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Institutional Development in Post Conflict Settings:
Towards peaceful, inclusive societies and accountable institutions
Arab Governance Report Il
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The Arab region confronts a bewildering array of intense, complex, and
interlocked armed conflicts. Iraq, Libya, the Syrian Arab Republic, andYemen

have fragmented due to civil wars that have been exacerbated by regional and
international politics. Yet, all civil wars eventually end, and it is therefore important
for policymakers and stakeholders to prepare for effective and sustainable post-
war peacebuilding, recovery, and transition. As key actors grapple with designing
post-war strategies, it is important to understand what policy frameworks help
prevent countries from relapsing back into civil war. Conflict-torn states have
narrow windows of opportunity to prevent relapse, and failure is common.

This third issue of the Arab Governance Report introduces post-war good
practices from international and regional experiences in developing efficient
mechanisms to preserve and consolidate the peace process and to enhance
state legitimacy. It discusses interventions in three areas: security sector
reform, national dialogue processes, and fight against corruption. It proposes
policy recommendations for Libya and Yemen, tailored to the unique
circumstances of each case, with a focus on the immediate aftermath of the
cessation of combat and a future political settlement.The objective is to initiate
debate on institution-building and its role in supporting sustainable peace.

Key subjects:

conflict and governance nexus; gender dimensions of post-conflict
institutional development; negotiated peace agreements; peace building; post-
conflict decentralized governance; post-war risks
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The Sustainable Development Goals
in an Arab Region Affected by Conflict:
Monitoring Progress with Household Survey Microdata

o A v Y

E/ESCWA/ECRI/2017/3

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has generated great
expectations for real development progress. To ensure that Arab countries
can progress towards a successful achievement of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), high-quality reliable and easy to use
disaggregated data must be available. Current data collection efforts across
the region, especially in conflict affected countries fall short of SDG tracking
requirements. While the infrastructure is set in place to collect good quality
microdata across the region, namely through household surveys, substantial
efforts should be exerted to produce timelier and higher-quality data, which
includes information on populations touched by crises and conflicts.

This report provides guidance on how to leverage existing data so that it is
better used by policy makers and academics across the region.To illustrate the
utility of household surveys for SDGs monitoring and policy prioritization in
crises and conflict-afflicted countries, this report presents extensive analyses
of goals and indicators at the subnational level disaggregated by sex and
urban/rural area, which point out priority areas for interventions. The countries
included in this study are those that have been touched directly and indirectly
by conflict in recent years and where challenges for achieving the Sustainable
Development Agenda are more pressing.

Key subjects:

measuring education in conflict settings; measuring health in conflict settings;
measuring labour markets in conflict settings; measuring living standards in
conflict settings; measuring nutrition in conflict settings; multidimensional poverty
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The Impact of Conflict on Human Development from Childhood
to Adulthood: Evidence for the Arab region
Trends and Impacts, Issue No. 5

According to a broadly used international definition of armed conflict, the
Arab region hosted 27 per cent of the world’s active conflicts in 2016. Recent
conflicts in the region have been particularly destructive, displacing millions
of people, disrupting livelihoods and destroying infrastructure. Those conflicts
have halted the provision of public services and adversely affected health
outcomes, educational trajectories and labour market opportunities of
“““““““ individuals of all ages.

P —

While research on conflict has for the most part concentrated on studying
global patterns and drivers of conflict, new research is emerging on the
@ micro-level impacts of conflict, which allows a better understanding of the
consequences of violence for different age groups, vulnerable populations,
and subnational patterns. This report is the first microlevel comprehensive
study of the impacts of conflict in the Arab region during the different stages
E/ESCWA/ECRI/2017/2 of life. Using data on the conflicts in Iraq, Libya, the Syrian Arab republic and
Yemen, the report analyses the effects of conflict at different stages of life,
from infancy, early childhood and childhood to adulthood. It also provides
quantitative evidence on the costs of conflict in terms of human development,
and the potential generational implications. It concludes with several policy
recommendations for interventions at critical life stages.

Key subjects:

childhood malnutrition; employment; human development; incidence of
stunting; infant mortality; labour market; school enrolment; school-to-work
transition; skill formation; years of schooling

il G (dl dgabll go dpindl dwaiill (e gljill Glielai
dujell adbiall o alai
5 an0ll lgiliclaig caleljill clif @ailud] cilmlailll

do el ddbanall wagds bl g 13:0) &.u'g S le peall \-,JQJ.” by youll Lagg
e tasinsmsamn UB Sy wlelidl wol8g 2016 sle QB 85101 dllall olel31 o Blall QB 27
Gl e edbac g o olsndl O.‘.s)ta s L@_\T 3ol iy 8ya00 ddball
Lo lyi <3 sS256 dalall wlaasdl 897 Ldaety o oS dsadl ddl ciyasg
31,830 el §gus u_é 838guall yoyally el yall Ol yluall k}_9_9 dowall smo Je

Bt e o St

e Slacdl IS s
£ 1320) dallall blas8l dulys e olel3dl dalezall cul_xﬂl ela2a 35y e B9
@ e 1391 56T Joliny ool saz ol saay fay cal] dstall el

olially 4 yasll uLaJlgaLpgAul.cgl)‘J|)ng,mC.A4um(vJ):Jl S okuall
uJ.c.thl)blu.qugilumub.\Jl ddag . dubgll s blully dieall 45l
E/ESCWA/ECRI/2017/2 L ygg0adl us olelidl ye @bl Jlsawdy 4 ell ddlall L,a J:_p..ll S 5iuall
QQLAAAJ}‘)ALYQZU.‘.” Ll Yol yadly Ladg 3ly=lls dygud! dgyall
Aol paai WS iyl s | W galallg 8 5all Wgalallg cdelo Yl o Ll o
zxaig . Yl e daisall lay Ty il duadl Lle ¢ 13l GG Joo duaS
el Ll Jalye Vs s adl Slabas (i aluogs

il paslgall

t Jasll 3w tpd Il olibg a5l sl 1 ] dpnicdl sl s Jalo§l dris e gus
Lyl gz sy gall 13055 < Jall Il sl sl ya JUE5d el ysally Bl




61

Governance and Institutional Transformations
in Conflict-affected Arab Countries
Arab Governance Report I

)
@ Arab Governance Report I

Iyl Govemance and Institutional Transformations
ESCWA  in Conflct-affected Arab Countries

E/ESCWA/ECRI/2016/1

Today, conflicts of varying intensity directly affect at least half of the Arab
countries, while the rest endures neighbourhood or spillover effects, impeding
peoples’ fundamental right to lead a dignified life free from fear and want.
Conflicts in the region have caused catastrophic loss of life, displaced more than
22 million people, severely disrupted livelihoods, and significantly undermined
opportunities for sustainable development. It has also eroded institutions,
polarized societies and fractured social cohesion.The Arab countries face
daunting challenges to restore political consensus and social cohesion.

This report proposes a conflict-sensitive approach to governance. It identifies
four groups of priority institutions for reform: security institutions should
develop a centralized military command structure and be put under civilian
accountability; administrative institutions should be autonomous and
independent from political influence and apply meritocratic rules in recruitment
and promotion; judicial institutions must be independent, transparent and
efficient, and able to provide equal access to all; political institutions should
include democratic and representative political parties, and independent
legislative bodies. The report proposes to establish an observatory of institutional
reform to monitor the main institutional dimensions of a transition out of conflict.

Key subjects:

civilian accountability; conflict mitigation,; conflict-sensitive governance;
conflict spillover effects; dispute settlements; employment meritocratic rule;
institution building; resilience; sustainable development
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