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Dear reader,

It is my pleasure to present the ESCWA Publications Catalogue for 2008-2009, which
provides an overview of our publications.

We publish a Catalogue at the end of each biennial programme of work to facilitate
the use of our publications by Government officials, non-governmental organizations,
researchers and other parties interested in the work of ESCWA. Our publications cover a
broad spectrum of issues, including sustainable development; natural resources
management; social policies; economic and financial issues; information and
communications technology; gender equality; statistical data; and conflict-related issues
and their implications for the countries of the region.

Our hope is that these publications will further enhance public dialogue,
information exchange and knowledge-sharing among officials and stakeholders in the
region and assist ESCWA member countries in their preparations for participation in
global forums and conferences on priority issues.

Many of the publications listed in the Catalogue are available on the ESCWA website
(www.escwa.un.org) and on CD, and most are published in both Arabic and English in
order to meet the needs expressed by member countries and readers. Our website also
provides further information on our activities.

I trust that you will find our publications both useful and enjoyable.
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Bader Omar AlDafa
Under-Secretary-General
Executive Secretary
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This Annual Report summarizes the accomplishments achieved by ESCWA under its 4'.‘.-’."&?'9 Aofaddf “'.‘.'“';""'" 4""-‘3‘ |4
seven subprogrammes in 2008. Using a results-based approach in reviewing those
accomplishments, the report provides a comprehensive perspective on the major socio-
economic development issues and challenges facing the region.

Sustainable Development and Productivity Division r

The Annual Report offers an overview of the work of ESCWA in facilitating transport
and trade; providing a forum to deliberate the implementation of the Monterrey
Consensus and financing for development issues; strengthening the use of renewable
energy and management of water resources; launching initiatives for the development
of the information and communications technology sector; supporting conflict-affected
countries; providing assistance in the production of accurate and comparable statistical
indicators; providing advice on social development policies and plans; and addressing
the means to achieve gender equality and empower women economically, socially and
politically. An interactive CD-ROM provided with this publication has been developed as
a means for sharing and disseminating the information for greater public impact.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Armed conflict; Climate change; Economic analysis; Financial crisis; Gender equality;
Globalization; Information and communications technology; Public information; Social
policy; Sustainable development; Technical cooperation; Women'’s advancement

E/ESCWA/OES/2009/1
Free of charge.
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Sustainable Water Supply and Sanitation for All
Regional Assessment Report on the Status and Achievements of ESCWA Member

Countries towards Improved Water Supply and Sanitation

This report was prepared upon the request of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and in cooperation with the German Technical Cooperation Agency (GTZ). It
presents an assessment of the achievements of ESCWA member countries towards
improving the supply of safe drinking water and basic sanitation. It also highlights the
major constraints and challenges impeding progress in implementing the Millennium
Development Goals-related target of “halving, by 2015, the proportion of people
without access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation”.

Drawing on the principles of integrated water resources management (IWRM), the
report proposes several policy options, legislative and regulatory reforms and measures
needed to overcome those challenges and build the capacities of relevant national
bodies in achieving progress in the supply of safe water and basic sanitation.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Sanitation; Sustainable development; Water policy; Water supply; Waste treatment

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2009/1
Free of charge.
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ESCWA Water Development Report

Role of Desalination in Addressing Water Scarcity, Report 3

The water supply and demand balance in most of ESCWA member countries is in serious
deficit. The average share of renewable freshwater in 8 out of 14 member countries is 500
cubic meters per capita per year, or less than half of the internationally accepted water poverty
threshold of 1,000 cubic meters per capita per year. Desalination, which has been practiced for
more than 50 years in the ESCWA region, has emerged as the primary response to water
scarcity in several countries. The region accounts for 44 per cent of the global desalination
capacity, with four countries ranking among the top ten desalinating countries in the world.

This report presents an overview of the water supply and demand situation in the
region and demonstrates the growing importance of desalination as a core component of
an integrated water resources management (IWRM) framework in water scarce countries.
It provides an in-depth analysis of the direct and indirect costs associated with producing
desalinated water for growing cities and populations. The report also evaluates existing
desalination capacities in each country and highlights the most common desalination
technologies. It concludes with recommendations on cost considerations for desalination,
water management options and areas for further research.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Cost analysis; Desalination; Desalination plants; Integrated water resources
management; Water resources development; Water reuse; Water supply

E/ESCWA/SI?PD/2009/1
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E/ESCWA/SDPD/2009/4
Sales No. E.09.1l.L.7
Price: US$15.00
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Increasing the Competitiveness of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises through the
Use of Environmetally Sound Technologies

Assessing the Potential for the Development of Second-generation Biofuels in
the ESCWA Region

While international debate continues regarding the development of primary
biofuels, second-generation biofuels derived from agricultural waste have emerged as
an environmentally sound alternative for policymakers and entrepreneurs interested in
biofuel development, including in the ESCWA region. Advocates indicate that
developments in this sector can also help to address the environmental problems of the
region, as well as to create new employment and income opportunities through the
introduction of environmentally sound technologies.

This study examines the opportunities and constraints associated with the development
of second-generation biofuels in the region, based on a review of existing environmentally
sound technologies that can be accessed by small and medium-sized enterprises. The study
presents country case studies based on financial and environmental assessments and
analyses agricultural waste generated by three sectors important to the region, namely the
olive oil, sugar (from sugar cane and sugar beet) and dairy industries. It also offers a series of
recommendations aimed at assisting decision makers and entrepreneurs in pursuing the
development of second-generation biofuels using environmentally sound technologies.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Agricultural waste; Bioethanol; Biofuel; Biogas; Biomass; Clean development
mechanism; Environmentally sound technologies; Gasification; Medium enterprise; Second-
generation biofuels; Small enterprise; Thermal energy

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2009/5
Free of Charge.
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Enhancing Regional Cooperation in the Field of Energy for the Achievement of

Sustainable Development and the Millennium Development Goals in the
ESCWA Region*

Although the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) do not include a clear energy-
related goal, it would not be possible to achieve those goals without providing reliable
and affordable energy services. The provision of energy services and enhancement of
regional cooperation in that area are essential to achieving sustainable development
and regional integration as they contribute to driving the production forward and
creating employment opportunities in all economic sectors, which in turn lead to
economic growth and social stability.

This study addresses the relation between energy supply and sustainable
development in the context of attaining the MDGs in the ESCWA region. It presents a
review of the status of regional cooperation in the various energy-related areas, in
particular electrical interconnection projects and gas pipeline networks in the region
and the neighbouring areas. It highlights existing and future benefits and obstacles and
explores the future prospects and opportunities for regional cooperation in the areas of
electrical interconnection, gas and petroleum pipeline networks, nuclear energy for
peaceful use, renewable energy applications, manufacturing energy equipments and
clean fuel technologies. The recommendations reached by the study stress the need to
reinvigorate the regional cooperation mechanisms, establish a market for electrical
power, conduct comprehensive studies, design integrated strategies, adopt policies and
measures to encourage private sector participation in investing for development, and
benefit from international experiences.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Electric power; Electrical interconnection networks; Natural gas; Pipelines; Renewable
energy resources; Sustainable development

*Arabic only.
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Knowledge Management and Analysis of ESCWA Member Countries Capacities
in Managing Shared Water Resources

Water scarcity is a fundamental challenge to sustainable development in arid and
semi-arid regions. The problem is accentuated by the fact that most of the water
resources used by ESCWA countries are shared resources that originate from outside the
region. There are seven major shared surface watercourses in the ESCWA region, with an
average annual discharge of approximately 195 billion cubic meters (BCM).

This study reviews international, regional and national case studies in shared water
resources management so as to draw lessons learned and recommendations for
improving shared water resources management in the region with a view towards
integrated water resources management (IWRM). The study reveals the importance of
four pillars supporting the effectiveness of a shared water resources management
regime. Those pillars are to: (a) base agreements on internationally accepted legal
principles; (b) establish well-defined and appropriate institutional arrangements that
involve relevant stakeholders; (c) promote sound policy development based on
adequate access to information and knowledge; and (d) invest in sufficient technical and
human capacity for monitoring and managing shared water resources.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Aquifers; Egypt; International lakes; International river basins; International
watercourses; Lebanon; River basins; Shared water resources; Sudan; Syrian Arab Republic;
Water management

E/ESCWA/SDPD/2009/7

Free of charge.
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In much of the Arab region, economic development is not guaranteeing social
benefits. Poverty and unemployment continue to plague many countries, and basic
social services, including health and education, are inequitable, inadequate or absent. In
this report, which forms part of the second phase of the Integrated Social Policy Project
launched by ESCWA in 2002 and which has been peer-reviewed and extensively
discussed in expert group debates, ESCWA attempts to provide concrete entry points to
address the developmental needs and goals of the region in a manner that ensures
social equity and human rights.

The report offers policymakers, civil society organizations, regional and international
development agencies and other stakeholders in the region guidelines and suggestions
for institutionalizing an integrated social policy approach that embodies the totality of
social interventions and takes into consideration social equity and human rights in
devising plans for social change and development.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Civil society; Economic growth; Economic, social and cultural rights; Egypt; Social equity;
Indonesia; Jordan; Morocco; Republic of Korea; Social observatories; Social development;
Social integration; Social policy; Social welfare; Thailand

E/ESCWA/SDD/2008/3
Free of charge.
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E/ESCWA/SDD/2008/3
Llas g e

Improving the life of slum-dwellers is one of the major challenges facing Arab
Governments and all parties concerned. Despite the presence of national development
plans and strategies, property and housing policies, and laws and regulations aimed at
achieving decentralization and improving the livelihood of slums, the gap between
policies and reality is still wide.

This study presents an overview of the status of slums in the Arab cities. It highlights
the policies and practice aimed at achieving the goal of “Cities without Slums” set forth
by the United Nations in 1990. The study argues that development policies and housing
strategies aimed at improving slums should take into consideration the needs of
vulnerable communities in urban areas and should be jointly devised by central
Governments, local authorities, civil society organizations, slum-dwellers and the public
sector. The study concludes with some suggestions in that regard.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Bahrain; Egypt; Jordan; Lebanon; Morocco; Slums; Urbanization; Urban management

*Arabic only.
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Most countries in the ESCWA region see social policy as a basic element in achieving
balanced human and economic development. However, those countries are facing
diverse challenges, are endowed with different capacities to address them and are
striving to reconcile diverse needs across all parts of society against scarce resources.

This report, which builds on the previous two Integrated Social Policy reports
prepared by ESCWA, examines the visions and approaches to social development
adopted by ESCWA member countries; highlights their main social objectives and
priorities; investigates the socio-economic challenges; and analyses how countries
address the issues of social protection, investing in people and creating an enabling
environment. It concludes that the challenges emerging as being critical for the future
development of the region include cross-sectoral partnerships, equitable allocation of
resources and inclusive growth.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Economic development; Employment; Equity; Health; Poverty; Social policy; Social security

E/ESCWA/SDD/2009/4
Free of charge.

The youth group in the ESCWA region faces numerous challenges, including poor
quality of education, incompatibility of education system outputs with the labour
market, high unemployment rates, unhealthy life styles and low participation in
decision-making and public and political life. In that regard, ESCWA focuses its activities
on the need to address youth as a socio-demographic group that should be targeted
with special national policies.

As part of those activities, ESCWA publishes the fourth issue of the Population and
Development Report which contains three parts. Part | presents the definition of youth,
a review of the contemporary youth approaches and the United Nations approach laid
out in the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. Part Il
presents an analysis of the status of and major challenges facing youth in the ESCWA
region. Part Ill addresses the impacts of development policies by reviewing youth
policies adopted in ESCWA member countries and stresses the importance of addressing
youth as a socio-demographic group that has its special needs and the importance of
empowering them and offering them opportunities to benefit from their full potential.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Development policies; World Programme of Action for Youth; Youth and health; Youth
empowerment; Youth group; Youth policies; Youth participation in decision-making; Youth
unemployment

E/ESCWA/SDD/2009/6
Sales No. E.09.1l.L.8
Price: US$20.00
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Worldwide and in the ESCWA region, persons with physical disabilities face higher
levels of unemployment, lower levels of education and higher infant mortality rates than
the rest of the population. In the ESCWA region, both the documentation of the
hardships faced by persons with disabilities and the analysis of the triggers of their
exclusion are often scarce. In line with the ESCWA objective to strengthen national
capacity to achieve inclusive and equitable social development in a globalized world, this
report aims to deepen the understanding of the institutional and legal structures and the
attitudinal processes that produce discriminatory asymmetries and that prevent persons
with physical disabilities from fully enjoying their social, economic and political rights.

Specifically, this report examines the situation of persons with disabilities in Jordan.
It adopts a rights-based approach to map the access of persons with physical disabilities
to social services in Jordan and assess the extent to which they enjoy equal
opportunities and are socially integrated. It identifies the social, legal and institutional
barriers preventing persons with physical disabilities from fully enjoying their right to
education, health, employment and social protection. Moreover, it examines the ability
of social policies to lift such barriers and overcome the inequity faced by this group. The
report highlights the commitment of the Jordanian Government and its efforts to
promote equitable opportunities for persons with physical disabilities, while also
drawing attention to unequal progress made in different policy domains.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Acceptability; Accessibility to social services; Adaptability; Disability; Disadvantaged groups;
Discrimination; Empowerment; Inclusive social policies; Persons with physical disabilities;
Rights-based approach; Social inclusion/social integration; Social protection; Social
segregation; Social stigma; Socio-economic rights; Vocational training; Vulnerable groups
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The Arab cities are experiencing fast transformation in their economic, social and
architectural structures. That transformation encompasses many contradictions
resulting from internal factors related to natural characteristics and external factors
related to the economic globalization. On the one hand, the growing cities generate
such economic development dynamics as employment opportunities and creative
urban cultures. On the other hand, they face such growing challenges as inequity,
violence, social exclusion and poverty. Those contradictions produce different city
shapes and urban patterns.

This report examines the status of three cities which represent samples of the
transformation taking place in many Arab cities, namely Beirut, Cairo and Dubai. Using
the urban patterns, it attempts to read the contradictions lying in those cities and
between them. It also explains the political, social and economic transformation in
contemporary cities based on the concept of urban fragmentation as a framework for
understanding the urban patterns resulting from that transformation, by linking the
“area particularities” (social and cultural aspects), “era attributes” (crisis of modernization
and economic globalization), “procedural systems” (governance and management) and
“city occupancy” (urban patterns).

KEY SUBJECTS:

Beirut; Cairo; Dubai; Good governance; lllegal districts; Inclusion policies; Slums; Social
exclusion/marginalization; Urban fragmentation; Urban governance; Urban management;
Urban patterns
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Free of charge.
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the ESCWA Region, 2007-2008
Summary

This publication is a summary of the one listed next in this Catalogue. It contains
two chapters. Chapter | addresses recent economic and social development trends in
the ESCWA region and chapter Il examines capital flows and development in the
region.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Capital account controls; Capital movements; Cost analysis; Economic development;
Economic integration; Financial policy; Foreign exchange rates; Gross domestic product;
Investment climate; Social development; Trade policy
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the ESCWA Region, 2007-2008

For more than three decades, the ESCWA region has been exporting capital;
experiencing volatile real gross domestic product (GDP) per capita growth; has the
highest unemployment rate globally; suffers from rising income inequality; and has a
poorly-balanced economic structure that is overwhelmingly based on the export of oil.
In that region, which is characterized by a short-term developmental horizon, a
commercial circuit of capital and ongoing military conflicts, a compact on the right to
development and security represents the starting point for a turnaround for all countries
in the region to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

The 2007-2008 Survey focuses on two significant concerns that have long
constrained the right to development in the ESCWA region: capital flight and
unemployment. It comprises five chapters. Chapter | reviews recent socio-economic
developments, and chapter Il examines the state of capital flows, with emphasis on
capital flight. Chapter lll reviews employment issues, while chapter IV provides a
synopsis of integrated social policies. Chapter V details the nature and scope for rights-
based economic strategies, focusing on employment generation, in the countries of the
ESCWA region.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Balance of payments; Democratization; Development strategies; Economic crisis; Economic
development; Economic growth; Economic policy; Economic trends; Foreign direct investment;
Globalization; Gross domestic product; Industrial policy; International trade; Labour market;
Macroeconomics; Monetary analysis; Oil boom; Petroleum exports; Public finance; Right to
development; Social development; Sustainable development; Unemployment
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Annual Review of Developments in Globalization and Regional Integration in
the Arab Countries, 2008

The performance of Arab countries in 2007 was uneven. Some sectors increased
their share in the world economy while others saw their share decline. This issue of the
Annual Review assesses, through an analysis of economic indicators, the performance of
the Arab economies in achieving regional integration and integration into the world
economy, with an emphasis on foreign direct investment.

The Annual Review also discusses labour migration as one of the regional
integration indicators. It considers the status of labour movement in the Arab region
and the remittances of migrant workers and their impact on the economies of their
countries of origin. The Annual Review presents a set of recommendations on how to
remove obstacles that hinder the regional integration of the Arab economies and their
integration into the global economy.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Employment; Foreign direct investment, Globalization; Information and
communications technology; Intraregional trade; Labour movement; Labour migration;
Social integration; Unemployment
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Assessment of Trade Policy Trends and Implications for the Economic
Performance of the ESCWA Region

While ESCWA member countries face a number of obstacles to increasing regional
trade, a consensus exists among policymakers that the economic integration in the
region is crucial both to promote economic growth and development and to overcome
the challenges of globalization. This study identifies the various trade policies adopted
by ESCWA member countries and assesses their impact on economic performance, in
particular their contribution to improving trade and development in the region.
Through this assessment, the study provides a basis from which to draw lessons on the
relative merits of each policy.

The study aims to contribute to the debate on trade policy options in the ESCWA
region and equip policymakers with appropriate policy tools to support their efforts to
strike a balance between trade, growth and economic performance.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Economic growth; Economic performance; Employment; Gross domestic product;
Investments; Trade agreements; Trade liberalization; Trade policy
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Free of charge.
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Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the ESCWA Region, 2008-2009
Summary

Even before the international financial crisis, the ESCWA region as a whole was not
expected to meet the Millennium Development Goals in view of the already inadequate
structure of existing policies. On the economic side, industrialization and full-employment
policies remained elusive goals. On the social side, there were some remarkable advances in
health and education, but the region was still far from realizing its developmental potential.

This publication is a summary of the Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the
ESCWA Region 2008-2009, which will be published soon and will explore the cyclical and structural
policy alternatives available to the region to tackle the impact of the global financial crisis. It highlights
the required fiscal, monetary and financial, trade and industrial policies required to deal with the
globalfinancial crisis. The Survey also provides an in-depth analysis of the recommendations set forth
in the “Damascus Declaration on Responding to the International Financial Crisis in the ESCWA
Region’; which was adopted at the “Regional High-level Consultative Forum on the Impact of the
International Financial Crisis on ESCWA Member Countries: The Way Forward” (Damascus, 5-7 May
2009). It demonstrates how the recommended policies could lead to a more effective response to
the crisis and even create an opportunity for member countries to benefit fromiit.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Capital account controls; Capital movements; Cost analysis; Economic development;
Economic integration; Financial policy; Foreign exchange rates; Gross domestic product;
Investment climate; Social development; Trade policy
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Free of charge.
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Annual Review of Developments in Globalization and Regional Integration in
the Arab Countries, 2009

The economies of most Arab countries were less affected by the global financial
crisis compared to other economies. Several factors contributed to the alleviation of the
impact of the crisis on Arab countries, including the minimal dependency of non-oil
producing economies, especially financial markets, on the global economy; and the
flexibility acquired by major oil-producing countries from their cash reserves.

This issue of the Annual Review examines the impact of the global financial crisis on
the Arab economies. It assesses the performance of those economies in achieving
regional economic integration and integration into the global economy through
analyses of the following economic indicators: gross domestic product, foreign direct
investment, external trade, tourism, worker remittances, and oil and natural gas
production. It also analyses a number of such important sectors as transport, with focus
on railways; energy, with focus on the regional electric connectivity projects; and
information and communications technology, with focus on such indicators as the
averages of fixed and mobile phone lines and Internet subscribers compared to the
world averages. The Annual Review concludes with a set of recommendations on ways
to remove the obstacles hindering regional and global integration.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Foreign direct investment: Globalization; Gross domestic product; Information and
communications technology; International financial crisis; Intraregional trade; Labour
migration; Regional economic integration; Worker remittances
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Review of Information and Communications Technology for Development
in Western Asia

Issue No. 9%

Review of Information and Communications Technology for Development
in Western Asia
Issue No. 10*

This issue presents a number of regional initiatives and projects in information and
communications technology (ICT), including Internet domain names in Arabic,
knowledge networks to provide local and marginalized communities with access to ICT,
and the translation into Arabic of ICT terminology. Under the section on ICT policies, this
issue presents an overview of those policies in ESCWA member countries. Under
electronic applications, it highlights the Arab world memory project. Under ICT
infrastructure, it reviews the progress achieved in the establishment of the Arab
integrated fibre optic communications network.

This issue also presents the ICT activities implemented by ESCWA in the first six
months of 2008 and the ICT impact on daily life.

KEY SUBJECTS:
E-learning; Fibre optic communications; Informatics; Information and communications
technology; Internet; Open-source software

*Arabic only.
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This issue highlights the importance of promoting the knowledge society and the
culture of knowledge exchange in the region through the information and
communications technology (ICT) which contributes to generating, treating, classifying
and exchanging information. It presents a number of regional projects and systems for
building a knowledge society, including the establishment of knowledge networks in
deprived communities based on information technology, the project launched by
ESCWA to promote the development of Arabic digital content, the global system for
sustainable development, and others.

This issue also presents the ICT activities implemented by ESCWA in the second half
of 2008 and the ICT impact on daily life.

KEY SUBJECTS:
E-learning; Informatics; Information and communications technology; Internet; Open-
source software

*Arabic only.
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Building Confidence in Electronic Services in the ESCWA Region*

The rapid pace of advancement in information and communications technology
(ICT) and the increasing ICT application possibilities in the economic, social and cultural
fields are accompanied, on the one hand, by exacerbating technological risks concocted
by hackers abusing the global transnational nature of the digital environment, therefore
undermining the confidence of users in ICT and its applications. On the other hand, the
technical shortcomings in ICT infrastructure and the lack of legislative frameworks
governing cyberspace and incriminating ICT abuse are contributing factors to the
erosion of confidence in ICT. The inability to protect information networks and systems
undermines their development and thus the development of electronic services
designed to facilitate Government, administrative and trade transactions. It also causes
the retraction of investments in ICT, thus depriving countries from golden opportunities
to achieve economic growth and create new employments.

This study provides a review of the problematic aspects of cyberspace, which affect
the confidence of users in electronic services, and proposes appropriate solutions. It
also prescribes the policies needed for building confidence in cyberspace and electronic
services, with a view to advancing the information society and achieving socio-
economic development.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Cyberspace legislation; Data protection; E-services; Information and communications
technology; Information management; Information networks; Internet

*Arabic only.
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Internet Governance
Challanges and Opportunities for the ESCWA Member Countries

One year before the conclusion of the global Internet Governance Forum (IGF)
(2006-2010), and shortly before the expiration of one of the most important and
contentious global agreements shaping the current global Internet governance
structure, namely the Joint Project Agreement (JPA) between the Internet Corporation
for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and the United States Department of
Commerce, ESCWA published this study to support the Arab region in its efforts to
develop a regional framework for Internet governance. The study provides an overview
of the Internet governance evolution and debate, an analysis of current global
arrangements for Internet governance and the distinct and sometimes conflicting
viewpoints held by the wide array of stakeholders regarding Internet governance.

Specific Internet governance priority issues with particular relevance to the Arab
region are also presented and analysed in depth, including critical Internet resources,
Internet access and Internet diversity. The study provides a set of recommendations on
the development of a regional framework for Internet governance that enhances the
prospects of the Arab region vis-a-vis the global community.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Broadband; Broadband communication systems; E-government; Internet diversity;
Internet resources; Internet access
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Review of Information and Communications Technology for Development

in Western Asia
Issue No. 11*

This issue tackles cyberspace legislation and its role in strengthening confidence in
electronic services. It contains an overview of the status of cyberspace legislation in the
ESCWA region underlining its shortcomings and available means for addressing them. It
also reviews the progress achieved in developing cyberspace legislation through pilot
laws and legislations prepared by the Arab Centre for Legal and Judicial Research of the
League of Arab States to serve as a basis for Arab countries in enacting their national
laws.

This issue also contains articles on existing opportunities for improving Internet
access, the efforts at registering the generic Top Level Domain“ 2 >¢ “and its equivalent
“arab”, the free space optical communications technology and the method for building
secure local communications networks. This issue also presents the ICT activities
implemented by ESCWA during the first half of 2009 and the ICT impact on daily life .

KEY SUBJECTS:
Informatics; Information and communications technology; Internet

*Arabic only.
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Regional Profile of the Information Society in Western Asia, 2009

The information society, in which information is processed efficiently, including the
production, exchange, adaptation and use of information, is the appropriate
environment for achieving sustainable development and enhancing the quality of life
for all citizens. However, the move towards the information society constitutes a real
challenge to developing countries, particularly in view of the expanding digital divide
with developed countries, thus rendering them increasingly vulnerable to reduction in
their productive and economic capacities.

Given the importance of information societies as a path for achieving sustainable
development and realizing the Millennium Development Goals, and in the process of
following up on the World Summit on the Information Society, ESCWA prepared this
regional profile, which is the fourth in a series on the information society in Western Asia.
The present regional profile provides essential information on the status of the
information society in ESCWA member countries. It aims at assisting decision makers
and researchers by providing them with reference information for analysis and planning.
It also allows national authorities to compare the current status of their information
society with that of other countries in the region and the world, thereby promoting
opportunities for cooperation and regional integration in an increasingly knowledge-
based global economy.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Cultural identity; Cultural pluralism; Information and communications technology;
Information society; International cooperation; Mass media; Millennium Development
Goals; Regional cooperation
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Impact of ICT on Community Development in ESCWA Member Countries

Measuring the multifaceted information society is a very complex task. In the past,
measurement approaches were confined to simply aggregating a variety of data on
selected information and communications technology (ICT) indicators, adjusting the
weight of some factors, and applying statistical tools. Those approaches, however, lacked
theory and validation. While measuring the ever-changing ICT landscape might seem to
be enough, this study emphasizes that societies are not exclusively driven by technology.
Consequently, assessment efforts should go beyond measuring ICT diffusion and
investigate the social context within which those developments are taking place.

This study describes the progress made by the international community in
measuring the information society. It underlines the importance of developing a unified
model that is able to address the many aspects of the information society, including the
impact of ICT on community development. Moreover, it investigates evaluation
mechanisms that could assess the pivotal role of telecentres in community development
in the ESCWA region. The study proposes a framework and a set of indicators for
measuring the impact of ICT on community development. It is hoped that such tools
would greatly empower analysts to understand the effectiveness and impact of ICT for
Development (ICT4D) projects and would enhance prospects for the development of
the information society in the ESCWA region.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Digital divide; Telecentre; ICT4D projects; Information society; Knowledge-based economy;
ICT Opportunity Index (ICT-Ol); Digital Opportunity Index (DOI); Digital Access Index (DAI)
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Review of Information and Communications Technology for Development

in Western Asia, Issue No. 12*

This issue contains a review and analysis of the status of the information society in
the ESCWA region four years after the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS)
through a follow-up on the implementation of recommendations, decisions and plans of
action adopted by the Summit, and the regional strategies and plans of action in that
regard. It presents an analysis of statistical errors made in measuring the information
society and theirimpact on the accuracy of information and communications technology
(ICT) indicators, in addition to a review of the efforts exerted to include women in the
information society, progress achieved in implementing WSIS decisions and updating
the Regional Plan of Action for Building the Information Society in Western Asia.

This issue presents, under ICT policies, the ESCWA approach to promote science and
technology for the information society and knowledge-based economy; under ICT
infrastructure, one of the most important issues related to development, namely electronic
recycling and treatment of electronic waste, with suggestions in that regard; and under ICT
applications, challenges of ICT applications in the public sector in the ESCWA region. This
issue also presents in its permanent sections the activities undertaken by ESCWA in the last
six months, suggests certain websites and shows ICT aspects in daily life.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Arabic digital content; Arab ICT Strategy; Arab Plan of Action for Building the
Information Society; Cyberlegislation; Cybersecurity; Digital access; Digital opportunity;
Digitizing information; Electronic governance; Electronic recycling; Electronic waste;
Knowledge-based economy; Information society; Internet governance; Network readiness

*Arabic only.
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This issue presents data and statistical indicators on external trade in goods of
ESCWA member countries. Data are presented in time series until 2007 and were drawn
primarily from national sources, as well as from secondary sources where appropriate.
ESCWA hopes that this issue of the External Trade Bulletin, which provides total and
detailed data on intraregional and international trade of member countries, would be
useful to policymakers, analysts, researchers and other users at the national, regional
and international levels.

This issue comprises three parts. Part | is on external trade statistics and contains tables
on the annual trade growth rates in the region, the total values of imports and exports and
the percentage of those values by sections of the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System (HS). Part Il is on intraregional trade and contains tables on
intraregional imports and exports as a share of total imports and exports by country and
HS sections. Part Il is on the direction of trade and contains tables on imports and exports
of each member country with the main countries and economic groupings in the world.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Exports; Foreign trade; Imports; Intraregional trade; Trade statistics
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This bulletin provides data on, and ESCWA estimates of, the gross domestic product
(GDP), the consolidated national accounts during the period 2003-2007 and the
estimated real GDP growth rates for 2008 for ESCWA member countries. It comprises
three chapters. Chapter | contains tables on selected indicators including annual growth
rates of real GDP, GDP at constant and current prices, GDP per capita, national disposable
income per capita, gross capital formation, and percentage of net exports to GDP.
Chapter Il presents the main consolidated national accounts for each member country
in national currency and at current prices. Chapter Ill reviews economic growth in real
terms after eliminating the effect of price inflation and contains tables of GDP by
expenditure and economic activity.

The bulletin, in which data were compiled from national statistical sources and
answers submitted by member countries to questionnaires prepared by ESCWA, is
intended for economic and social researchers and planners.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Capital formation; Consumption; Economic growth; Foreign exchange rates; Gross
domestic product; Income distribution; National accounts; National income

E/ESCWA/SD/2009/1
Sales No. A/E.09.1l.L.2
Price: US$15.00

claa ¥l addl @SUI e | Su¥l ol 5aB 5 558 sl UL 3,200 sia aubs
Y V=Y e E i p <Y S ebaeYI ol Bua gall Ty 301 e Ll
BY o il YA alad SR eI el U s o Yase ol paliy
g sidl sl S Yune Lhos 35l olsbse o Jslan S5 Juadll ot g
Lol B L YL Jla ¥l adl @l Rdall Jlaa ¥l Jadl mslal
gl (o s Al e 5 s Lo e a3 el 5T G 5 s
ol S ol aball glaal I st Lewill s« Jlaa ¥ JLl ol 00 5S35
Ol Go S (3 Fd I Bum 5l B s S Lobunll SUIN Jomill payy - (Jlan Y
Lgall adll (o e SIAH Juadll Lo 35l 5law Y 5 Lk il o MandUs e Lae Y
Slaa ¥l adll U e Jolan Gadi s 5L aaas 51 315) way golaizy) saill
c ol Yl LLadll 5 GLEY! G

Olall 5505 ey Bl 5 LSlian] Hulas (o LEULy cana 31 03,0300 o34 el ai
e Lia 1 g s Lais Y ol L g Lol a5 3500 o Kl Bl e s Lac¥)

M,Jl ! gal
Al Gl ¢ ia Y1 o] L] gl YT saill fegian Y1 Sl ol G 5S
o sl JA A < Zao gl & Lol YA A 555 2 I Len Y

E/ESCWA/SD/2009/1
Sales No. A/E.09.11.L.2
Price: US$15.00

"'"“"ﬂ-'ln-m

o o T b




This study provides a review of the System of Integrated Environmental and
Economic Accounting (SEEA), developed by the United Nations Statistics Division
(UNSD) to integrate economic and environmental information into a common
framework, measuring both the contribution of the environment to the economy and
the impact of the economy on the environment in order to achieve sustainable
development. Against a regional background of scarce water resources, deterioration of
air and water quality, depletion of energy and mineral resources, land and soil
degradation, and loss of biodiversity, the study outlines a proposed adaptation of the
SEEA to the particular needs of ESCWA member countries, emphasizing accounts for
specific resources, including water, energy, soil and land, and ecosystem.

The study highlights specific examples of pilot accounts in selected member
countries conducted by UNSD, presents the results pertaining to the region from the
Global Assessment of Energy Statistics and Balances and addresses environmental
protection expenditure and the cost of environmental degradation. It concludes with a
proposed work plan for the development of a system of integrated environmental and
economic accounting in the ESCWA region.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Energy statistics; Environmental accounting; Environmental statistics; Gross domestic product
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This issue disseminates population census data and comparable national data on
registered vital events in the ESCWA region, with complementary analysis. To optimize
accuracy, data have been checked for consistency against national, regional and
international sources and for comparability purposes, rates have been computed using
the World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision prepared by the United Nations
Population Division.

The production and dissemination of reliable vital statistics being central to optimal
planning, this publication aims to encourage ESCWA member countries in such
activities, with a view to strengthening civil registration systems across the region. It
contains an assessment of data availability for key indicators in the region and provides
technical notes on the method used for calculating those indicators, with the aim of
supporting member countries in the production of statistics and indicators that conform
to international standards and definitions.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Demographic statistics; Divorce statistics; Fertility statistics; Marriage statistics; Mortality
statistics; Vital statistics
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This publication presents time series comparative statistics and indicators on core
areas of economic and social development in ESCWA member countries for 2008. This
issue of the Statistical Abstract consists of 11 chapters, each focusing on one of the
following: population and labour force, education and illiteracy, health, gender equality,
national accounts, energy, industry, transport, foreign trade, financial statistics and
prices, and information and communications technology.

Facts and figures in the Statistical Abstract were drawn from national statistical
sources in the ESCWA region, countries’ feedback from questionnaires prepared by
ESCWA and data issued by international organizations, giving priority to the United
Nations sources.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Statistics on: Birth; Demography; Education; Energy; Fertility; Foreign trade; Gender
equality; Health; Industry; Information and communications technology; Mortality;
National accounts; Transport; Unemployment; Wages
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This issue presents data and statistical indicators on external trade in goods of
ESCWA member countries. Data are presented in time series until 2008 and were drawn
primarily from national sources, as well as from secondary sources where appropriate.
ESCWA hopes that this issue of the External Trade Bulletin, which provides total and
detailed data on intraregional and international trade of member countries, would be
useful to policymakers, analysts and researchers and other users at the national, regional
and international levels.

This issue comprises three parts. Part|is on external trade statistics and contains tables
on the annual trade growth rates in the region, the total values of imports and exports and
the percentage of those values by sections of the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Coding System (HS). Part Il is on intraregional trade and contains tables on
intraregional imports and exports as a share of total imports and exports by country and
HS sections. Part lll is on the direction of trade and contains tables on imports and exports
of each member country with the main countries and economic groupings in the world.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Exports; Foreign trade; Imports; Intraregional trade; Trade statistics
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ESCWA prepared this study in the context of its activities aimed at improving
statistical work in member countries. The purpose of the study consists of enhancing
capacities of member countries in designing and implementing the integrated
household survey which contributes to promoting capacities to develop, follow up and
evaluate plans and programmes, and to building social and economic indicators which
allow to monitor progress achieved in realizing the Millennium Development Goals, in
particular the goal of eradicating extreme poverty and hunger.

The study addresses the principal elements, goals and steps of the integrated
household survey, its positive and negative aspects and its role in studying poverty. It
concludes with suggestions for member countries willing to adopt the integrated
household survey on improving the elements of their statistical system and statistical
activity coordination mechanisms and implementing the different survey steps.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Family expenditure; Gross domestic product; Household; Human poverty; Living
conditions; Purchasing power parity; Raw data; Sampling errors; Sampling frame; Simple
sample; Subsample; Unsatisfied basic needs; Whole sample
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According to the International Organization for Migration, by 2010, the world
migrant population stock will have reached 214 million, meaning that one in every 35
people globally will be a migrant. Furthermore, a combination of current socio-
economic and demographic trends is expected to further increase the scale of
international migration. Any comprehensive response, aimed at managing the
complexities of this situation, needs to be supported by reliable data. However, statistics
on international migration in the ESCWA region are scarce and poorly circulated.

The Compendium of Social Statistics and Indicators is a biennial publication which
focuses on such areas as population, education, households and family, human
settlements, health, and economic activity. Its primary objective is to highlight social
development in the region through tabulation of time series statistics and indicators. This
issue of the Compendium of Social Statistics and Indicators, in which data were drawn
primarily from databases of international organizations, features and analyses statistics
and indicators on international migration in the fourteen ESCWA member countries. It
also aims at underlining the importance of the census as a major source of international
migration statistics. The forthcoming round of censuses in 2010 should therefore be
seized as a golden opportunity for the countries of the ESCWA region to enhance the
quality, comparability and transparency of their data on international migration.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Demographic trends; Forced migration; Household; Human settlements; lllegal migration;
International migration; Labour migration; Migrant remittance inflows; Migrant receiving
countries; Migrant sender countries; Student migration; Transit migration; Youth migration

E/ESCWA/SD/2009/12
Sales No. E.10.IL.L.1
Price: US$17.00

’\'f‘.ﬂ@?]‘.ﬂ.“@udﬁw'umlddﬁdum(OJAG_U‘LL‘J_\.“MM'M
clld JBLaYL, Lada Yo < lual 51l 31 Lo s Lo Haale VA E ]
sdu; S 3Ll L1 saasall 5 BulaBY y Buelaia ¥ Slala3 ¥l o5 of o3 53l e
e sl L olaas 3500) (M g Alels Blatul Y W ¥ A pall Soagll paa
bsmnmwugudm Songll Oe olelaa ¥l (Sly Le 355se obly ) osiud
Cda S A glaie a9 5,00

Sle S5 Ay O S By Lclaa ¥l olhgaly olelaa ) de gans Huusd
Ciaall s Lol ol gl 5 ZEL s Adunall 35w 5 Loty oo Sl &Y las
S elaa ¥l Ll e e gl bubas J) bl JS80 Gugy L golais Yl LLadl
138 oy Lol odgally olebaa ¥l e daiey Jus Do o 23 JIA e Lakll
Lo e T g0 o labiie o Uly ael 5 Ge 4 80,5l L Ll ca abul s3I olasy
@FL&EY‘NWJY' u‘.\_’_ﬁ_‘ld‘\_ﬁ_‘\’.\—” _,AQ_H u‘).myju‘ﬁ\—amy )l—t-‘a.i"
Teaal oST 0 Ll Telaa ¥ ol i sall olelaadl de gone a6 Syl
slaxill JSs ¢ JEIL, sl Sagll oleloay L, hams i) il ol sail
50505 ol Go 1Sl e Lae¥) olalll duad Lo i YoV + ale dagloal 5Ll
LG, LEal Ll B gl Bagdl e LUl 26las g 5o sa
it I sl gal

Somgdl f L el & Uhs giwal! “dadinall 5 e Y 5T el 5_ymgl! ‘ut,,.u_m‘_,u@yr
SNl st s gl =D g5 385 raloladl ) 5 san &yl Soagl) S LA
olddl 8 a8 5 ladl 5 agll (O 5 jas B jagll Ll yall Gald) 5 jagll il

i 3Gy *




The economic development in the ESCWA region is accompanied by an
overexploitation of resources causing adverse impacts on the environment, particularly
deteriorating air and water quality, diminishing water resources, land degradation and
desertification, and biodiversity loss, all of which affect the sustainability and quality of
life. In order to address such problems and provide solutions, ESCWA member countries
need to strengthen environmental legislation and implement regulations and action
plans for monitoring the state of environment and reach the regional and international
environmental standards. To reach that goal, ESCWA has been assisting member
countries in developing a programme of environment statistics aimed at compiling and
disseminating timely, reliable, relevant and comparable environment data and building
a sound database related to various aspects of the environment for use by Government
officials, stakeholders and the public.

This publication provides a review of the status of the environment in the ESCWA
region. It includes comprehensive data on freshwater resources and management,
integrated environmental and economic accounting, waste management, energy
consumption, air pollution and environmental sustainability. The collection of information
relied on the 2008 environment statistics on water and waste compiled by the United
Nations Statistics Division, and was complemented by statistics from national, regional and
international publications and databases, with priority given to official national sources.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Air and water quality; Biodiversity loss; Desertification; Energy consumption;
Environmental accounts; Environmental expenditure; Freshwater resources; Integrated
Environmental Economic Accounting; Land degradation; Waste management; Wastewater
treatment; Water accounts; Water deficit
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This bulletin provides data on, and ESCWA estimates of the gross domestic product
(GDP), the consolidated national accounts during the period 2004-2008 and the
estimated real GDP growth rates for 2009 for ESCWA member countries. It comprises
three chapters. Chapter | contains tables on selected indicators including annual growth
rates of real GDP, GDP at constant and current prices, GDP per capita, national disposable
income per capita, gross capital formation, and percentage of net exports to GDP.
Chapter Il presents the main consolidated national accounts for each member country
in national currency and at current prices. Chapter lll reviews economic growth in real
terms after eliminating the effect of price inflation and contains tables of GDP by
expenditure and economic activity.

The bulletin, in which data were compiled from national statistical sources and
answers submitted by member countries to questionnaires prepared by ESCWA, is
intended for economic and social researchers and planners.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Capital formation; Consumption; Economic growth; Foreign exchange rates; Gross
domestic product (GDP); GDP per capita; Income distribution; National accounts; National
disposable income per capita; National income
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This issue disseminates population census data and comparable national data on
registered vital events (births, deaths, marriages and divorces) in the ESCWA region, with
complementary analysis. To optimize accuracy, data have been checked for consistency
against national, regional and international sources and for comparability purposes,
rates have been computed using the World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision
prepared by the United Nations Population Division.

The production and dissemination of reliable vital statistics being central to optimal
planning, this publication aims to encourage ESCWA member countries in such
activities, with a view to strengthening civil registration systems across the region. It
contains an assessment of data availability for key indicators in the region and provides
technical notes on the method used for calculating those indicators, with the aim of
supporting member countries in the production of statistics and indicators that conform
to international standards and definitions.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Demographic statistics; Divorce statistics; Fertility statistics; Marriage statistics;

Mortality statistics; Vital statistics
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Concerned about the level of implementation of the 1993 System of National
Accounts (1993 SNA) in the Western Asia region, and in view of the new challenges
represented by the recent adoption of the 2008 System of National Accounts (2008 SNA),
ESCWA conducted a survey in 2009 to explore the main obstacles hindering the full
implementation by its member countries of the 1993 SNA fifteen years after its adoption.

This booklet provides a synthesis of the replies to the questionnaire designed and
circulated by ESCWA to its fourteen member countries about the sources of their
national accounts data, the compilation practices and the methods and degree of
implementation of the 1993 SNA. It contains a review and comparison of the different
approaches and methods adopted in compiling national accounts statistics in the
region. Providing an analysis of the main results of the survey, the booklet gives a broad
perspective on the status of compilation of national accounts. It concludes with an
outline of a governance and coordination structure of the SNA implementation plan in
the ESCWA region.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Consumer price index; Consumption; Expenditure; Gross fixed capital formation;
Gross output; Household income and expenditure; National accounts; Production;
System of National Accounts
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Statistical Abstract of the ESCWA Region
Issue No. 29

This publication presents time series comparative statistics and indicators on core
areas of economic and social development in ESCWA member countries for 2009. This
issue of the Statistical Abstract provides statistics on the following themes: population
and labour force, education and illiteracy, health, gender equality, national accounts,
energy, air pollution, water, industry, transport, foreign trade, financial statistics and
prices, and information and communications technology.

Facts and figures in the Statistical Abstract were drawn from national statistical
sources in the ESCWA region, countries’ feedback from questionnaires prepared by
ESCWA and data issued by international organizations, giving priority to the United
Nations sources.

Statistics on: Birth; Carbon dioxide emission; Demography; Education; Energy; Fertility;
Foreign trade; Gender equality; Health; Industry; Information and communications
technology; Mortality; National accounts; Transport; Unemployment; Wages

E/ESCWA/SD/2009/17
Sales No. B.10.1l.L.7
Price: US$50.00

I sSwyl dilaial &ilanyl ds ganall
Sl 5 Gl suall

LI ol sa gl s olebaa ¥ (o Laie ) o s LiSliaa Y1 Lo sanall sin auds

b lac¥ laldl 8 e laia ¥y uulaid V) Lasill Al 4a 5T Jga 35, Laal

Al (g 1l 5 Sl A sl gall e olelaa] Lo ganall ety L S

(U s Lae 530 o Lluall 5 Cuiadl ¢ 81 slaall y Zaall s Loy anlasll

LWL olelaa ¥y cdaa Sl 55l s Jally cdelially cslually ol sl &8
LYY ol glaall Lia o 55 5 (S Law

olaall o Eilaa ¥ de sanall sia (8 30,05l ALYy LS e JA5L) WG
S el sULdul e Glaldl spasy o Swd) dakie 8 Lok gl Z5Laa Y
Baniall aaYl Hulaaad L 5l sYI slae] pa T pull S labiiall e 550l SLLWI

b i all £ o I anST 5 &Ll i) gl 2N s pall S )z Lma ]
fe Gall fdauall < Gpuiadl S 815 Laall Zua SR 5, La3ll <& gnil] A5 U < malatlf
oa Y Ul £ JE #Zus 52l oL Ll fo s ol 1o Y3 Y 5 o Lo slaal) Lia ol 535

E/ESCWA/SD/2009/17
Sales No. B.10.1l.L.7
Price: US$50.00

ESCWA Centre for Women

Ig-S ¥l b 31,41 35 00

g Pulha
A 5 1<%




Protecting the Rights of Women in the ESCWA Region through the Proper Use of
UN Resolutions and International Protocols on War and Armed Conflict

While women living in conflict situations in the ESCWA region need to be
guaranteed their basic rights under domestic legislation, amendments are primarily
needed in laws governing the private sphere in general, and family status, nationality
and freedom of movement, in particular. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which sets standards for the rights of
women, needs to be fully implemented in order to guarantee the rights of women in
situations of peace and war. Most Arab countries expressed reservations on CEDAW, but
many of them have since withdrawn their reservations or amended their national
legislations to bring them into line with the Convention.

This study examines international human rights instruments and mechanisms
related to the protection of the rights of women living in conflict situations and their
relevance and applicability in the ESCWA region. It also makes recommendations to
ESCWA member countries and the international community on the development of
policies and programmes aimed at protecting the rights of women in conflict situations.
The recommendations also urged member countries to enact special legislation
pertaining to the family, nationality and freedom of movement; to ratify CEDAW and its
Optional Protocol and all war-related conventions and instruments; to adopt special
measures to address the physical, economic and social challenges of refugee women;
and to ensure that women are included in all aspects of conflict resolution and post-
conflict reconstruction efforts.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Children in armed conflict; Displaced persons; Gender discrimination; Human rights in
armed conflict; International humanitarian law; United Nations resolutions and decisions;
Women in armed conflict; Women'’s rights
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Women’s Control over Economic Resources and Access to Financial Resources
Arab Women and Development Series, No. 36

Although female economic activity has steadily increased in the ESCWA region in
recent decades, women still face a number of gender-based barriers that prevent them
from gaining full control over economic resources and access to financial resources. This
study, which is the thirty-sixth issue in the Arab Women and Development Series,
addresses a broad selection of topics related to the economic empowerment of Arab
women.

Drawing on a wide range of examples and best practice from countries in the region,
the study provides an in-depth analysis of both the public and private sectors as
employers, and the role that vulnerable and informal employment play for women. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the gender-based barriers that women face in
trying to access economic and financial resources, and offers recommendations to
policymakers on the ways to overcome such barriers in order to further integrate women
into the economic and financial life of the region.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Bahrain; Egypt; Gender discrimination; Informal sector; Jordan; Kuwait; Lebanon;
Maternity leave; Oman; Palestine; Qatar; Saudi Arabia; Syrian Arab Republic; United Arab
Emirates; Women empowerment; Women managers; Women workers; Women'’s education;
Status of women; Yemen

E/ESCWA/ECW/2009/2/Rev. 1
Free of charge.
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Means of Enhancing the Role of Women in Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding
Case Studies on Palestine, Lebanon and Iraq

Wars, armed conflict and military occupation often lead to the deterioration of health,
education, economic and social services, suspension of development programmes and
displacement of large numbers of civilians. Given the prevailing gender inequality,
women suffer more than men from the impact of conflict. The problem is exacerbated by
the fact that women issues are not given due consideration in post-conflict periods
whereas focus is placed on such issues as reconstruction, partaking privileges and
redistribution of power, which are deemed more urgent by political leaders.

This study, which aims at monitoring the implementation of Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security in three ESCWA member countries,
namely Irag, Lebanon and Palestine, presents case studies on those countries. It provides
an overview of the impact of wars and armed conflict on the status of women and the
mechanisms to protect women in conflict settings. It also provides a review of the
regional and international resolutions, conventions and conferences on the protection of
the rights of women and their advancement. Noting that considerable efforts in that
regard are still required from concerned parties, including Governments and non-
governmental and international organizations, the study concludes with a number of
recommendations to address the challenges hindering the enhancement of women
participation in decision-making with regard to conflict resolution and peacebuilding.

KEY SUBJECTS:

Advancement of women; Domestic violence; Economic exploitation of women; Gender
equality; Gender issues; Human rights; Human rights violation; Sexual exploitation of
women; Violence against women; Women empowerment; Woman-headed household

*Arabic only.
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Trends and Impacts in Conflict Settings
The Socio-economic Impact of Conflict-driven Displacement in the ESCWA Region
Issue No. 1

Thirty-six per cent of displaced persons in the world are to be found in the ESCWA
region, where conflict and war-driven displacement have resulted in 7.6 million refugees
and 7.2 million internally displaced. This study, which is the first to appear in the Trends
and Impacts in Conflict Settings series, is an attempt to analyse displacement as a
conflict-driven regional trend and its socio-economic implications for ESCWA member
countries.

The study also aims at raising awareness on the phenomenon of displacement as a
regional issue and the need for coordinated regional strategies to address its impact on
the displaced population, the host countries and the region as a whole. It offers
recommendations to ESCWA member countries and the international community on
the formulation of regional policies and programmes to support displaced communities
and proposals for further research that would inform the development of policies aimed
at mitigating the impact of conflict-driven displacement in the region.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Conflict; Displaced persons; Displacement; Irag; Lebanon; Refugees; Socio-economic

indicators; Syrian Arab Republic; Urban areas

E/ESCWA/ECRI/2009/2
Free of charge.
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Unpacking the Dynamics of Communal Tensions
A Focus Group Analysis of Perceptions among Youth in Lebanon

Historically, the strong influence of communal affiliation on political, economic and social
dynamics in the Arab region is not a novel phenomenon. Nevertheless, a series of
developments over the last decades have re-triggered this potentially detrimental trend, which
has increasingly re-asserted itself in several countries in Western Asia. If left unchecked,
communal tensions will become a formidable and potentially unstoppable force of
fragmentation and disintegration across the ESCWA region and beyond, undermining reform
efforts, marginalizing human rights and religious values, and flaming disorder and civil discord.

Adopting a purely qualitative approach based on the analysis of focus group
discussions with youth in the age group 18-25, this study aims at examining the dynamics
of communal tension, animosity and conflict and uses Lebanon as a case study. It
unravels four building blocks as part and parcel of the root causes of existing communal
tensions, namely: the reproduction of communal identity, the compartmentalization of
intercommunal social relations, the exclusionary spaces of social relations, and the
clientelistic nature of the political system. The study concludes with a number of
recommendations put forth to concerned State institutions, multilateral organizations,
civil society and donors to work towards promoting civic values within the education
system and good governance practices within the public sector so as to enhance the
capacity for development, social cohesiveness and peaceful coexistence.

KEY SUBJECTS:
Coexistence; Communal affiliation; Communal identity; Communal tensions;
Intercommunal relations; Multicommunal societies; Stereotyping; Youth

E/ESCWA/ECRI/2009/5
Free of charge.
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