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I, ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION PY THE ECONOMIC AHD SOCIAL COUNCIL

Vi

1. At its seventh neeting, on 22 April 1930, the Comaission adopted the
following resclution and decided to transmit it for action by the Fconomic

and Social Council:

‘ . . .. 1/
T2{VII}. Relocation of the officas of the Commission to Razhdad-

The Teonomic Cormission for Yestern Asia,

Recormizine that the activities of the Cormmission and its ability to serve
oA et end L3008
the member States depend considerably on thz lavel of competenca and performance

of the officers and emnloyecs of its secretariat,

Dealizinz fully that the ability of the staff members and exnerts of the

Commission to discharce their resoonsibilities with the required competences
is intimat:=ly related to the workin~= and living conditions providaed for then

by the United Mations,

2ecognizing with appreciation the valuable offorts expended by the

Exscutive Secretary, his staff and his experts in the discharge of their

responsibilities to the Cowmission,

fxpressine its srateful apnreciation to the Government of Iraq for all

the moral and material support it has provided and continues to provide to
the Commission in order to facilitate its work at the nermanent headquarters

at Baghdad,

ggggggfg_the Secratary-General of the United Nations to sive special
consideration to all isswes and matters that may affect the competence and
efficiency of the staff members of the Tconomic Commission for Vestern Asia,
in order to provide the secretariat of the Commission with the anpropriate
neans and the favourable workinz conditions which will enable it to avail
itself of the hishest standards of competence in renderin- its services
to the nember States.

E/ See vara. 42 below,
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. WORVY OF THE COMMISSION SINCE THE SIXWi! SESSION

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies

4, The Commiasion has not yet established any subsidiary bodies,

3, Other activities

5. TFor information on the activities of the Commission, reference should
bz made to documents G/ECYA/9L, T/ECWA/95, E/ICWA/95/Add,1l and E/UCHA/L06.

C. %aolations vith snecialized agencics and other orgenizations

6. The Cormission continued its co-operation with the specialized azencies
and othgi orvwanizations within the framswork of its worls programme and the

standing a~roeenents,
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11, The Commission adopted the proposals contained in document E/ECWA/L09, as
amended, for the organization of its work and entrusted the Chairman, in
consultation vith the Executive Secretary, with the arrangements for the schedule

of meetinsgs.

12. By virtue of article 4 of the Commission's terms of reference, the
Commission invited the renresentatives of Australia, fustria, Belgium, Brazil,
Bulzaria, the Germon Democratic Republic, Gernmany, Felisral Rapublic of, Greecs,
Hunmary, India, Italy, Mexico, the Netherlands, Romania, Spein, Sweden, Turkey,
the United Kinrdow of Great Britnin and lorthsrn Ireland, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Reypublics and the United Statzs of America ¢ narticipate in a2

consultative capacity in the work of the seventh sassion.

13. The delezation of the Palestins Liberation Orzanization expressed =
rasszrvation with resard to the invitation extended to the United States of Americo
to attend the session in a consultative capacity., The delezrtion of Iraq

sunported this reservetion.

14, it its seccond meetinz, the Commission unanimously clacted His Excellency
Mr, Ilasan Ali, Minister of Commerce and Head of the dalerntion of Iraq, as
Chairman; His xecellency Mr. Ali Ensour, Ministerof Industry and Commerce,
Hashenite Kingdom of Jordan, and His Excellency “Mr. Mohamned Hizam Al-Shohati,

Minister of Fconomy, Yemen Arab Republic, as Vice-Chairmen: and #r, Hayyan Salim Hoidar,

a mamber of the Jelesation of Lsbanon, as Rapporteur for the session,

15, In accordnnce with rule 11 of the provisional rules of orocedure of the
Commission, the officers of the Commission examinzd the crodentials of

represantatives to the scssion and found them to be in order,

15,  The dzlegetions of Bahrain, Democratic Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Xuwait, Lebanon,
the Palestine Liberction Organization, Oatar, Saudi frebia, ths Syrien Arab
Republic, the United ‘rab Emirates and Yemen expressed a reservotion concernine
the participation of the irab Republic of Taypt in the session ~nd requested

that their statement in This connexion be considered as an official document

of the session. It was accordinsly circulated in a note hy the Executive
Secretary (E/ECY.L/110).




Report on the activities of the fLormission:

fa} Prorress made in the implementation of the work nro~ramms
{b) Follew-un action on the resolutions of the Comnissinn
{c} ‘ollow=-un action on the implementation of ECY. resolutions

27(II1) and 28(III) concerninz the Palestinian .rab people

N

Follow.-up at the re=zionel level to United Wations world conforences

an:l BCUN preional mectinis:

United iletions Conference on Science and Technolony for

o~
8]
~—

Develodnent

MY Horld Vonxe:ance on A~rerian Reforn and tural Devel.ment

(c} Third United Nations devslonment decadc

fd)  DSshablishment of the Resional Mater Resources Couacil

{2} Sccund Rﬂ"1ﬂnal Population Cenference of 04

(f) Nesionnl Presaratory Meetin o for the 1990 torld Conferasncs
of the United i'ations Decade Tor “lomen

{7} Rerdonel Seminar on Alternative Pattorns of Develonnont and
Life Stylas

i
{h) Third CGenesrzl Conference of the United '‘nticas Ind wstidal

the Fin-ncial Contributions Lceount
Reviged =ro rarmme of worlk ond priorities, l??6u1931
feceniralization of economic and social mehiviiios to, and tha
stren~thenine of, the resional comaissions
Co~oneration amon developine énunﬁries
“he eshablishment of subsidiary bodies of the Comrission

Othwr business

sdopiion of the Commission's report to the Beonomic ond Soeial Council

ho Tinoneinl status of th2 Commission's vro rorses ond the strensthening




-l
-

22, Me a’firmec the importance of economlc acition within the .rab franework,
and, consequently, of joint eccaomic cfforts by the countries of “estern isia,
and “he wositive impact of such efforts not only on the meibeor 3tatzs of the

Commission bub also on the developing countries and on the rorld economy

in =eneral, Ye stressed the importance of the application of a unified strateny
for joint Lrob ccomonic action to ensurc thz most efficisnt utilization of

the zvailoble ressurces ond te maintain national security, particulurly in

food and technolo?y; e calles for the expansion of the uctive pariticipation
of wzmber Stoies in the »lannin~ and implenentation of the Costilssion's
pro-roimes, so thah the activities of the Commission mi~hi be reatered
coipntilic tith the devzlopnent nezds of the recion., “hils participation could
ba secured throu-h the assistance rendered by experts of these countrics, at all
levals, in the Lmplenentation of the Commission's prosrammes end in the
provision of advisory services. It could alss be sacured throuth & clzar
definitincn and developmen® of pzlations botween the Comuissicn and the asencics

concerncd in the ncober States.

23. The Secrohary o7 the Commission then read oun the ressese of the

Secretary-Ceoncral of the United Nations, lir, Zurt Taldheim, to the seventh

.

session of the Commission, in which he thanked the Covernment oi' Iraq for its

=

monerous hogo)itelity in acting =8 host to the Commigsion at its ssssion in

Narhild for the sacond consecutive voar, He added Chat this ysar vould furiher

.

be marked by ¢

®

o
o

»nlocation of thz headcuarters of the CO;]lSS’Uﬁ te Bazhdad

which would onan 2 nor phase in its service to tha reion.

24, The Seeretary~-Connral stated that the Commission was mestinsg 2% a tine
when the international community was facins critical problems which threabtened
te jeonardize efforts towards social and economic proaress; Tn a nove Lo meet
this challenre, a svecial session of the United Hations fencral idssonbly would
be held later in ths voor Lo 200t 2 new internctioncl dovalonient strateqy
for the third tnited Nations Jdevelonment decade and (o liunch a new round of
ne~ctiations on such issuss as trade, ray materials, sner:y, <evelopuant,
noneLnry cuestions and financz. The Comuad.ssicnt's deliherntions uwould be
narticularly ilmportant in this respect, in the lizht of the recommendaiions

of the develepment expertis from the resion.




countries achleved thelr develonment differed from thosc of the RECUA resion;

y .

it would therefore be hariaful and indead dangerous Lo v

to indtate their

patterns of develoumenv., .fany developmentzl concents and ersciiences nsaded
to be rcassessed, revised an? brouzht into line with “ihc recuireienis and the
realitles of the re~ion. Zreater effor’ nesded o be Jirscted Louerds “he

socizl aspects of develonment,
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29. One of the obhsiac

@
the continuinc <isparity in incows ancns its manber counbries., Insns the oany
4

)

Dl
measures talen Lo raducs this disparity was the creation of several funds Top

the concessiocnary financinq of Jdeveloodnent projects in the re~icn and in the
Arab world in osneral.  The more afflicat States nlso arorided aid on a hilateral

bagle To those couniries that wars in nsed., "he Trecnsivs Sacretnary assertad

-

that il s 1o lon ar suf ;1c“ﬁnb, in viaw o7 the Zrowing davelouranh

1 )

¥ devisad

reguirements of these couniriss. ' =ays znd weans must frr direcuing

e et e ’
caviin o©

the “inancial surdluscs of the recion %owacds the Ffull cunlolt

availeble iy sn’ -alterial ;

y dthin the sonten oF re il co=anaration,

)

33+ The Cimilssion had completed o nuaber of studiczs Tor “h: icentification

of projacts sultable “or re~ional co-cseration. lmjor stucisg e Lzin~

: m L)

sranspert and eomxmnications, vater, an' scicncs

] . AR 4 {a . -
conducher in tha zreas ¢

.

ant technolozy. The Commission had or-anized » number of zetings ond sominars

Y .

et which vital topics such a2s the brain drain, the search fur altaernative

S

pattepns of devclopment, hunan settlemont, housin<, the roion's contribution

to the Tormulation of an international daveloinent stratesy Jor the »pesent

decade, Tood security, irale, and enersy supnly and denens in Lhe Arab 1mrld

.

weire debabel. The Commission hed 2lso conducted o numbor of fiold studies,

31. federsin So the 2ifficultises “hat ha' conlronse’ the wors of the

Corzmission an’ hat insedelits services, the Tweculiva Seciebery indicater

)

that the nembers of the Commiission hal not hbn> ited couelly frer its g wrvices,

and seme embers had hardly benefiiad ot all. Iz state’ thet some rmibers

. . s e A3 mprn e s
ha’ no% bYeen atien’in - BCIL ~wotin s an?® sediners an? thht their besnce

Lliab

JsTeTed deﬁractﬂl from their i:mortasce znd the universslity of th- conclusions

renchec. The secroinri~t, roreover, had hoen finding pone Ji%Meulty in obteining

cecens B0 Lhe Informetion, drin ond stnbtistics it neeled Ho implauent the




13-

dealing with transnational corporations, environmental co-ordination ond tachnical
co-oparation activities., The renort also summarized the consuliant services
rencerad by the Comaission to member States. Referrins to narcsoranh 35 of the
revort, which dealt with the establisiment of the Airab Cenire 7or the Transfer
and Development of Techmolony, the Fxecutive Secretary nointecd out that the
Commission endeavourad to co-ordinate its actions in this rerard with the Leaae
of Arab States ond its Reonomic and Social Council., He exnlained that the
report on the follow-up action on the resolutions of the Cormission (%/ECHL/05)
was brief because soue of the Commission's hirsh-priority resolutions vere
scheculad Tor discussion under different ogenda itcms. Proceedins to the
follow-un action on the %o resoluiions of the Cormission on the Pales:inian
Arab peonle (H/ECTA/103), h2 recounted the circunstances rzlating to the
implenentation of resolution 27(III).

35. During the discussion of this item, a nunber of repdrescatatives complained
that the Commission had renderes %echnical assistonce and consuliant services
to Eayot.

36, Sone delezations contended that co-orlination between “he Couxaission 2nd
Arab economic institutions an” orranizations ke bean inaslequate and pronoser

the adoption of a recomwendation reaifirminz the importance of such co-ordination,
With that nurpose in view, the member States shouls be uirced to invite the

Comission to atitend the meetings of Arab orsanizations and funcs.,

37. Severzal represcntatives called for incransed co=operation vith the
Commission an? urzes th: nmember States to provide it with all the deta it required
in its worlk =n’ %o ation! all its seminars an conferences, Onz dele-ztion
exnresset special interest in the work of the Statistisel Unit ond urzed that it

ba given a'diitional sunoort. Th: sanc “delesation also incuire? about the fate

o
[

the project for establishin-z a racional elecironic lrota nrocassing centre,

38, One reprasentabtive state! that the findin s of the studics on enersy
resources should be irplenented and thab stulies on the utilization of nuclear
ener~y and oil sheole ousht to be cormissioned, Emphasis shoul! b nlaced

on heavy indusiry and joint ventures should be encourages’, for exemnle, in the
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42; On th~ subject of inplenenting resoluiion 67(VI) concerning the relocation
oi the FBCUL offices o Sashdad, the representative of Irzq stnted thet the
tzeporery headounriers vas nearins completion and that the Ircol Covernment

had szcurad the furnishin: and equinment which the secretorial had requested,

Three buildinss were availcblzs for occupancy by ICUA stoff, ceshecially thosa

1

in the Gener:l Sarvices cotesory. The Iraqi Covernment® hod beun the

construcilon, usin. sre-fobricoted materials, of two schools, which wouls recelve

studentis in the sheolastic yesr 1981/82. The 40 schools vould ¢ cconwo*u'e

about 1,500 nunils and instruction would bz in Enslish and Crench. or the
scholastlc ynur 1036/81, the Governnent would rant o tempoprary buildln;.

Construction hn? beﬂun on the office builiin~s and residenti-l units of the
3 1.

pernonont hetiquarters.  Completion of the office buildinss wes cuzpzcoed ©o

s 2

take 23 months an! “hat of the rasicential uniss 23 months.

I3

43, Cne representative submitied a Lroposal concernin:' Lfrah co-opncration in
the tronsfer and devzlomment of technelogy, recomm:zndin~g thet BCUL should sunport

shovl:d participzte

ri

an’ 2ssist notlonsl centres workin~ in this field and thet i
in ©the creation of such centras in thoss Arab covnbtries locl:iineg “hem., This

3 A

uould be accoiplishad throush the »reparction of an ins st tutional o el of

stiructurcs o uevivities proposed for the use of nationcl contres, Furthermore,

o survey of the aciivities of those cenbires wmisht be conduchted and suw*esﬁions

wle concerning vuys in vhich their activities mi~hi he co=0rlinctad,  LAnother

renpresentetive rencriied in this contex: that the transfeor o cechnolosy should
be eflucted with due reerl for ths coniitions praevailin- in the Arab world.

4 r

L4y, L 0rafl resolution recommeniin. sssistonce in Uhe reconsiruction of
Lebonon was cieatal nonioously.  The represeniative of tha Polestine Liberation

. ™ .

Orerizotion rejcctei the inclusicn of Zoyot rnont che folemctiong soonsoring

the drest resslutirn, Il was sudvorkted Ly the majordty of the mombers, and it

ves decided Lo Jelehe synt from the list of sponscrs.

45.  Durin~ ond of%er the discussion of Zhis esendca Ltem, The Lxecutive
Secratary "°SJOL © ©0 the qusstions raised and the cbsapvebions wode opd
he made it clear thal the “ocuments “our the seventh seszsilon hod been sen’

out on tine and that wny dslcy in recaivin: thex ws “he resulls of comanications




-

rexncine’ lizited when comparad te the nee! of membor Stotes ok census S”PVlcas.

On the question of industry, it was stnted that the Coumission concentrated

on heavy industries hich would strensthen re-ional co=cheration, In connexion
vith the egtablishiens of a rezionol computer centre, it s noted thebt a
preliminey stuly on the intro uction of computer tachnolow in sclected gouniries
of the resicn had baen co “Oletec. This stuly had been undortalien as o
preparaiory ston Lowards the submission of “he orososal for the establishmens
of th: computer centrc; uU ssequent steps would Lo tabn in the 1isht of the
coLraants oF monber uuttrs. On the qusstion of th: strinsthenin~ of national

centires concernct ylth the transfer ond dovelopnent of teclhy wlogy, the

soerotoriat was willing %o contribuio 'rithin the linits o7 i

o

. Follou-un at tho rezionzl level %0 United Mations world conorsnces

- - S s i — . - o~ — Ceta e .

ana SCL po~donal ncwﬂn@s

8 e - et o s

-~

[ e The Jxocutize Secrebory infroduced arara itenl 7 with o Sric? roview of
docunent B/ECUL/LGY dindicabin: thal the results of Unisec Tatlons woprld
conversnees and of Y04 posdonal nectin s had imglicntions for re-donzl
co-nperniion in various arcas of cconomic ~nd social devilenamt, lHonce, ha

considursd 1t necussary o bring to tre attention of the noeiber States the

findin s end conslusions of thase confercncas an’ thelr impoat on the priority

wrecs in the vorl: of the Comnission. He further caphnsins? the uscfulnoss of

including this ilum on the nsonles of the fortheowing: sessions oF the Cciraission,

toriny the conclusions and recomicndations ol world conferenc:s and
rarional "aer;“as, asssessing t their inplications and pruposin~ tha Tollow=up nckion
chdire;. The briaf stotement of the Executive Saer ceary was than followed by intro-
2ucisry stoteacnte mnte in connexion with the elsht foccific subitems of thissn-and- iteh;
{2} Unite’ 'intions Conferenc: on Science ond Technology for “r"~1op"*nt

-“nw-;——sa‘-‘mm > . s ereme -m—.

4, The secratoriat introduce” decunent EB/F ,h/lﬁl with o short roviow of

the brclkoround o7 the Uni~ed Yations Conference on Science and Technolo-y

for Levelomment ~nd the substmntive preparatory work crrricd out trithin the

rericn ot the nabionzl ond resionsl lovels., It gave ' necount of thz mnin

resulis rchicved Ly this Conf .rence ~rd of the followv-un nzasures sc far token
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52. Another represcntative stressed the importance o7 stron-~thenin~ the socretariat
ond supportins 1ts requists for additional resources to cnable it to discharce
effechively its increesinz resnonsihilitiazs in ths ficld of science on’ tochnolowy.
(b) orld Conference on Lorarian Refern and Rurcl Dovelonnont

e et et} A W M o

53. In introducin~ subitem (b) the Excecutive Sacretary reforred to Conerol
Assenbly rosolution 34/14, which cndorset the Prosraimc of Lchion adopted Ly

.

the Yorld Confarcnce on A~rarian Reforw end Pural Dovelognent on invited
soverning bodizs of the United Hations an? the specializzd asoncies to consider
favourubly the possihility of providin then with the unwcessory pesources for
complamentary action to bz takon in collaboration with 7.0, e cadhnsized thab

in view of the invorionce of arrerion reforn and rurcl develodaen® Do o nunber

of countrics in *ho roedon, the seerctarizt had prerarsd the nroposed draft action
pro~roime as contoined In docunent E/ZCYLA/L05, for the considerntion of the
Commission; The pro-romie was ained ot assistin: nembsr States in the duvelopment
of 2pproprinte rovirnment policies and institutions with coprbilitiss for nore
effective nlannine, 1xocution end co-oriination of intesrala? rurcl develooment

and lond reform Hrosyortiis.

54+ In tho discussion that ensued, onc reprasentative sintsd thet some of the

activities in the pronoszd nrosmamme could h: oliminated. OF the ren inder,

sone could be conbined in ordur to reduct resource raquiraients,

554 anothor ronrescntabive indicatad that LH\ Lrofroae? abpeared frasmentary in

nature for such o complex and imjortan: L;ctor. It roulld not be fessible to

embark on the pro-rarme »rior %o studyin: the sector an? assassins its requiretants.
He surestad that, in view of resource constfaints, 2fTorts shouls concentrate

on those proj:cts that woere most foasible and confined Lo r linitul aunber of
countrices on o selective hasis,

(¢) Third Inita fabions Dovelonn wnb Decads

Tt it G Gmte e e =

56, Tho szerctariot introduced subiten {c) in roefurcice %o th: note by the
FExceutive Secrsoory (U /“Cﬂn/97/1uc.m) on the internationcl Jovilosusnt stratery

for the third United fations cevclonnont ducod de, which wos submitied by the
Exceutive Scercinry to the Prosaratory Committes astablishei by the Gonora
&ssembly for its consi ‘eration in formmlatins thet strate~y, The aitontion of the
Commissicn s Jrawn to the saliont fcatures of the “b,ulovr,nu strate~y for

the rosion that emorse’ from the delilcrations of the CRDLPUS,.

57. In the discussion that followed, sevaral representatives, emphasizinz the

inportance of the subjact, commented on various aspects of the expert's renort, It
was indicated that the significance of the stratecy for the 1980s emanated not only




-2l

{(d) Establishment of the Nezional Water Resources Council

64, The secretariat intrnduced agenda item 7 (d), subniitted ddcuuent E/ECWA/ 96
and asserted the need for regional and subregional co.--operation in ths
developnent of water resources, Co-ordination in this field should contribute
considerably to tha development and effective mmnagement of cormon water
basins and should serve as a sound basis for integrated surveys of surface and
ground water resources. Hydrological and hydrogeological explorations in the
ECWA region had confirtied the presence of major common water basing the .
development of which required both regional and international co-operation.
Resolutions and recommencations regarding regional co-oparation in matters
concerning water raesources had bean adopted at the First Negional Water !Meeting
held at Baghdad in 1976 and at the Second Regional Water “‘eeting at Riyadh

in late 1978 and the neeting of the five-member intergovernzental committee
at Damascus in 127¢ had put forward significant proposals. The secretariat
then sucmarized the Commission's follow-up zction in compliance with the
resolutions and recommendations in question. The documant cited above
represented the culmination of all those efforts. The representative of the
secretariat called upon the member States to take a decision regerding the
establishment of the proposed Regional Water Resources Council and pointed

out that the docurent mentioned above put forward for consideration three
alternative proposals concerning the nandate and terms of relerence of the
Council}

65. During the ensuing discussion, one representative stated that he supported
the establishuient of the Council, provided that its mandate was restricted to
the co-ordination of the established activities of Arab and international
organizations and authorities active in water affairs in the reqion; The
Council should dischargs its task by compiling infornation concerning thoss
activities, for discussion at its periodic meetings, and should provids
appropriate advice, He a2xrlained that his proposal was motivated by tihe nead
to avoid any cupnlication of effort. The third alternztive put forward

in the document accorded with his own view. That alternative provided

that the efforts of the »roposed Council should b2 concentrited on the

prormotion of co-operation 2nd co-ordination in all water resources affairs
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co-ordinating water affairs at the regional level, Such a council or body

would facilitate for the mesmber States, inter alia, the exchange of experts
and the implenentation of short-term and long-teran regioral plans for the '
conservaticn and management of water resources and their developrient in the

interest of an ontimwm exploitation.

70, A nurber of representatives stressad the importance cf develoring the
water resources of the ECWA region - most of which lies in arid or semi.-arid
zones - and hence the importance of regional co-opsration on water-related
issues, It was clear froa the findinms of the study prepared by the five-uenber
intergoverniental conrittee, formed at the Second Reglonal Water I'=eting
held at Riyadh in late 1078, that there were Arab and international
organizations in ths region whose activities included the study of certain
aspects of water resources., Th= cormittee of five had recourmsndsed that the
tasl: ¢f the Council be confined to co-ordinating and complenenting the
activities undertalien by the organizations already active in the region in
the field of water resources.

71. Ancther representative said that the tasks reamuining to the proposed
Council did not justify its creation at the present tire., He proposed that
the tasks of co-ordinating existing activities and comnle.enting then should
be undertaken by the ECWA secretariat, which woul?l then report on those

activities to the nember States at the next session of the Commission.

72. One representative stated that the tasks entrusted to the pronosed
Council as indicated n the document were of vital inportance and required
a great deal of work and effort, If the proposed Council carried out the
rendate assigned to it, it would certainly be performinsg a considerable
service to the region. He concluded by supporting the establishment of the
proposed Courcil, provided that its mandate was limited t~ the crllection,
co--ordination and piocessing of data, the preparation of stulies, the
precaration and cdissenination of publications and the co-ordination of the
activitizs undertaken by the regional corganizations and bodles in ths watsp
resources field, He further proposed that a nermanent secretariat for the
Council be iacorporated in the ECWA secretariat.,
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of labour, he emphasized the need for ensuring freedom of movenent of Arab
citizens betwesn all the Arab countries. Such a policy, he believed, would
have the effect of maintaining a continous interaction amonz the Arab peoples

in the cultural, economic and social fields.

TT Another representative stated that the question of regional and
interregional migration had becn the subject of detailed discussions at various
meetings of the Arab Labour Organization., It was sugzested that the ECWA
secretariat should closely co-ordincte its afforts regarding these and other

issues with the view to maximizing the benefits for the Arzb people,

(f) The Ragional Preparatory Meeting for the 1980 World Conference of the

Ihited Nations Decnde for Women

4 - . T W S——— e -

74, The secretariat subnitted a note by the Executive Secretary on this
subiten (E/ECWA/93) anc stresscd the essential role of women in the process

of economic and social development. ECWA, the United Nations and its specizlized
azzncies all had a special interest in raising the status of wcmen. The
Commission had been following up at the regional level the results of the

1975 torld Conference of the International Women's Year, That follow-up
included the or=anization of the Regional Preparatory ieeting for the World
Conferance of the United Mations Decade for Yomen to be held at Copenhagen

in July 1980. That Meetinz, held in the Syrian Arab Republic from 10 to 13
December 1972, was attended by representatives of 11 member States of ECWA,

in addition to representativcs of the Leasue of Arab States and its

specinlized agencies, the United MNations and other international organizations;
The recomnendations of the Meetins were submitted for consideration by the
World Conference. ECWA was pursuine its contacts for the holding of a mecting
of the delezntions of the member States, with a view to co-ordinating their
efforts during thz Yorld Conforence.

7¢. The Commission stressed in its deliberstions the imporcance ¢f the role
of women in the development process and urged that particular attention he
given to the problems of Palestinian and Lebanese women, especinlly the women
of South Lebanon.




-27-

83, One representative expressed profound concern resarding the subjects that
had been covered by the Seminar, and it proposed that the debate be continued

at a future technical and scientific seninar, He noted that the recoumendations
of the Seminar were of a zeneral nature and expressed support for the option
mentioned on pare 6 of the above-nentioned summary report, which called for

the formulation of an independent environmental pro~rarme tc take into
consicerztion environmental issues cormon to the different sectors. The
representative also questioned the absence of any permanent arvansenent for the

financing of the Cormission's Environmental Co-ordination nit,

{h) Third General Conference of the United "ations Incdustrial Development

Cr~apization

84, “he secretariat submittad agenda item 7(c) tovether with document
E/ECYA/103. Tt noted that the Third General Confersnce of UHIDO, held at

New Delhii fron 21 January to § February 1980, reviewed the factors which caused
the imbalance in the world industrial situation and pPreventel its rectification,
The Conlerence had failoed o reach an agreement on suitable ferns of industrial
co-operation that would involve a specific commifment on the part of the
industrializee countries, It succeeded, however, in the preparation of a

plan o action that established the principles for the formmlation and
implemensation of new neasures for international industrial co=operation in
praparation for the re~structurinz of world industry within the franework of

a new international economic order, The secretariat stressed the need

for intensifying efforts desiwed to promote participntion in the Mew Delhi

Plan orf Action, o strensthen the irdustrial base in the rezion and to reinforce
regional co-operation. In thls connexion, it indicates its determination to
exvand its activities relates to the formulzstion and implementation of regional
industrial inte wration stratesies and volicies, Tt also emphasized the need

for tha cowordination of industrial develovment efforts =i the intraresional

and interresional levels, and iz refzrred to the cCo=0ner tion which had

been initiatec recently betwesn FCYA anc ESCAP,
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3. The Plnanc1g1 status of the Commission's orozrames and the

-

strensthening of the Financizal Contributions Account

87. The Fxecutive Secretary introduced agenda item 8 ans Lhe docunents
prepared by the secretariat on the subject (“/LCUA/IOO and 4idd. l and Add,.2) and
drev attention Lo the increase in the budget of the Comission for the
1080-1202Y perdod, comparad with that for the previous tuo vears. This incrsase
armuntes to & 3,633,800, including $ 1,600,000 which resresen“ed ths cost of
transferring the Comaiission's headquarters from Beirut 4o Baghdad, the impact
of inflation, and a limited number of nests which the Commission had secured
desvite the Goneral fLssombly resolution satting a limit to incresses in
cxpencitures in the United Nations system. He noied that tha re asources of the
trust funds were use? pdrimarily to supnlement reular budget rescurces for

the implauentaticn of the work prosramme, He notified the Cormission that no
new commiiments %0 increase the resources of the Financial Contributionsg
Account had been undertalien since the previous session. He welconmed tha
contributions received by the Commission from the sovernments of France and

the Yetherlonds for the support of its activities irou sxbra=budzetnry regources.
<

33, In the “iscussion that Tollowed, & number df reproscotatives emphasized

thz question of “he use of the surplus in the Financial Contributions Account

to cover part of the deficit in the finoncing of he study oFf the econonic

and socilal situntion and potential of the Palastinian Arab people; He noted

that some of the projects financel from this fccount fell withia the jurisdiction
of the Coomission. recordinzly, funls allacatad for Lhose projects could be
iverte? to finonce the above-mentioned study; One ropresentative sroposed

LR

hat a coonistee, comdosed of Cormission menbers, be formed to consider thai

ot O,

possibility. Another representative oroposed tha considerztion o7 the
20ssibility of the submission of a rccommendation to the United MNations for
the allocation of the funds required. A number of rzoresentaiives, however,

were of the opinion that it should be left to the Executive Secretary to find

)
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the onoronriate solutions for the cempleticn of the study,
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93; In the discussion that followed, several repressntatives erphasized the
need for effective co~ordination with the relevant Arab regional organizations
involved in agriculturs, industry, oil and enery, science and tecinology

and other vital f;elds; To the extent possible, activities that had common
objectives with thoss of irab re-ional and internaticnal organizations concerned
should be linked tossther in order to avoid duplication and ninimize cost.

UnZer the industrial development prograime of the Comaission, efforts should

be made to coc-ordinate the work envisaved in the two subprosrarmes dealing

with ths harmonization of industrial plans and policies and the snecific
industrial projccts; I% was necessary to develod a regional sbratezy for
industrial develnpment; In this, it vas essential %o malie usz of current

sinilar efforts.

Q4. With resvect %o the haronization of develosrent plons, one representative
exhressed the view that the wrojact on the subject should be completed in 1980,
This was necessery in order to assist member countriss in theipr efforis ﬁo

lavnch their next develonment plansg in 1981 in aceorirne- with the rocommendation
of the Council of Arab ‘cononic Unity to its member countrics on unifyine the
beriod of their Aevelonmant nlons,

+-

95. One representative indicated thot some of the stucies envisezad undsp

the agriculture procrcime were of a ceneral nature and su7asted that theose
O -

studics should be made more specific and confined to countriecs %het had

gained cvporience in rezional azricultural plannin~ and adjustnent. Efforts
should be made to cnsure that the studias would ales have proctical relevence.

He added that the resources allocated to ivisory sarvices refiected minor
increases Tor tha period 1980--1281 only to cover inflation., Thosz resources
n2aded to be au_mented, in order to meet the srowth in the deman” of member States
for such services in various ficlds., In view of the Jeouing imporionce of

scicnce and technology, a senarate division should be ostablishe? +rith

adequats r=sources to unidertake wor': on various aspects of the apnlication

o7 science and technolo~y to devalonment in the ceuntrics of the rosion.,
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for the establishment of such bodies., The hish-level intersovernnentel committec
of' technical exnerts referred to above should be composec of sznior officials

concerned with the cconony, plannini and development.,

98.  ’nother delz ation oxpressed its supnort for the conclusions of the
inreeting of executive secretaries of the resional commissions, held at Rabat
in 1979, recariing the need for the sraiual deleration of responsibilities to
the resional commissions, including ECHA, dependinz on the nature of the

activity concernad,

29. One representativa noted that the establishnent ¢f subsidiery bodies,

e

despitc its ilamortanc nposed nmaterial burdsns on the Governnents of some
! 't

(0]

member States. Some countries were unable to particinate in the work of these

boiius bactuse they lacke? the reaquires expertise,

G Cownniration mmons develonin: counirics

. 3

£y

100. The Executive Secretary introduced agenda item 11 in reference Lo
resolution 70{VI) of the Comiission which czlled unon the secreturizt io
undercnlie o number of activities ained at prormoiine co=oparation anons the
countries of th: rocion., He stated that the activities of the secerebariat,
which were (eseribed in documents Z/7CHYA/S4 and Adi;l, inclufzd 2 uunber of
studies, mectings and 2 sisory services carric’ out within the scope of the
work prosreime of the Cormaission. He emphasized the imcortancs of collactive
efforts for scli.reliance amon~ the countrics of “he resion and of
co=-onernilon betwsen Them and Jdevelonin~ counirices in other re~ional froupings;
Pithin this contaxt, he stoted thet th: secrotariat's ooforss nlse involved
nswotintions ith 100 angd TCLA on joint projects. Once completed, these

projects would Lz subnithe? to the Cosmission for its concideration.

101, Scveral renr:santoiires emphasized the neusd for co=0neration ot a2ll
levels., ‘They comende’ the efforts of 7CW. in this connaxion cariicularly
in carryin<; out varicus activities an? furnishing advisory services to the
countries of the resion cnd in contuctin» the study for the establishament

cf a rurional information system. However, it was necessary o reiniorce
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IV; RESOLUTIOI'S ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION
AT ITS 3EVENTH SESSIOL

77 (VII’. Assistance in the reconstruction of Lebanon 2/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recalling Commission resolutions 24(III), AO(IV) and 65(V) relating to the
request addressed to ECWA for assistance in the reconstruction of Lebaron,

Realizing the importance of helping Lebanon to regain its econonic vitality,
social stability and prosperity in both the public and private sectors,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to co-operate with the United Uations
co-ordinator and with the Development and Reconstruction Council in Lebanon in

the study and implementation of projects for the reconstruction of Lebanon;

2. Recommends that a prograime be established to cover this co-operation,

7th neceting
2”nd April 1980

5/ Sce para, 44 above for the discussion leading to the adoption of this
resolution,
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79 (VII)., Strengthening of the Financial Contributions Account of the
Economic Commission for Western Asia 7/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Noting with appreciation its considerable achievements, despite the

limitations in human and material resources imposed upon it by the difficult
circumstances of its sojourn in Lebanon,

Cognizant of the need to expand the work of the Commission into other
areas of concern,

Urges all member States to strengthen the Financial Contributions Account
of ECWA, so that the Commission may dischargeits responsibilities vis-a-vis
the growing needs of the member States and so that its activities, ranging from
surveys and statistical research to analytical studies and training and
consultant services, can be extended to cover all economic and social sectors
and subsectors;

7th meeting .
22 April 1980

1/ See.paras, 87-91 above for the discussion leading to the adoption of this
resolution,
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81 (VII). Inclusion of a prograrme on the environment in the work
prosramme of tnc Economic Commission for lestern Asia 2/

he Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recalline General Assembly resolution 33/193 of 29 January 1979 which
emphasized that the international development strategy for the third United
Nations development decade should, inter alia, reflect ;Q.an appropriate
manner "the need for the protection of the environment ..., taking environmental
considerations into zcccunt in accordance with the development plaﬁs‘and
priorities of developing countries";

Aware that the efforts exerted for development in the ECWA region are

giving rise to increased concern for the environment,

Talzing note with appreciation of the note of the [xecutive Secretary on

the Remional Seminer on Alternative Patterns of Developuent and Life Styles
in Western Asia (E/ECVA/107),

l. Urges meuber States to take into consideration as apnropriate the
recommendations of the Regional Seminar on Alternative Patterns of Development
and Life Styles in Western Asia, at the national and regional levels;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to establish an environment prograrme
starting in 19043

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to subiiit to the Comission

at its eishth session a report on the action taken pursuant to the present
resolution,

7th neeting
22 April 1080

9/  See paras..82 and 33 above for the discussion leading to thc adoption
of this resolution,




1,
2.

3.

4.

4]

Endorses the Programme of Action in Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
for the ECW.: region;

Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take the riecessary steps for securing
adequate resources to implement the Programme of Action for the ECWA region;

Urges member States to contribute effectively to assisting the Commission
financially in the implementation of the Programme of Action for the ECWA
region;

Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at its
eighth session on the progress achieved in the inplementation of the
Programme of Action

8th neeting .

23 fpril 1980




Bearing in mind that the General fAssembly, in its resolution 32/197, on the

restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United ilations systen,
recormended that "the regional commissicns should exercise team leadership and

responsibility for co-ordination and co-operaticn at the resional level"r,

Recognizing the important role of water in the over-all socio=ccononic
development of the region and the urgent need for accelerated progress in the

developient of this vital natural resource,

Having considered the report on the establishment of the Rexional Water

Resources Council (E/ECHL/96) and, in particular, appendix 15 (the report on the
Commission's meeting at Damascus on 17 and 10 Septenber 1979),_which provided for
the proposed terasis of reference of the Yater Resources Ccuncil to be anended so

as to replace its executive functions by co-ordinating functions, in order to
avoid duplication of the work of organizations already active in the area of water

resources,

Fotin~ with satisfaction the implementation of the tasks referred to in the

resolution of the Second Regional VWater Meeting held at Riyadh,

1. Decides:
(2) That the Regional Water Council shall he established;

{b) That the comnpetence of that Council shall be restricted exclusi&ely
to the co-ordination of the efforts of the regional orgajizations and
bodies active in the field of water resources in the regior and to
the conduct of activities that complesert the werk of these

organizations;

(c) That the Council's co-ordination efforts shall be discharged through
the compilation of information concerning the organizations active in
the rezion and the discussion of that information at its periodic

neetings;
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84 (VII), Formation of an intergovernmental expert committee on the
llediun~Term Plan 12/ -

The Economic Commission for lestern Asia,

Recalling its resolution 63 (V) of 6 October 1978 on the establishment of

subsidiary bodies,

Further recalling its resolution 6% (VI) of 1 lay 1979 concerning the

implementation of General Assembly resolution 32/197,

Considering General Assembly resolution 34/224 of 20 Decciber 1979 concerning

rnedium=-term planning in the United ilations,

Recognizing the need for the increased and nore effective participation of

regional intergovernmental organs in the planning process,
Taking note of the note by the Executive Secretary on the establishment of

subsidiary bodies of the Commission (E/ECHA/03),

1, Decices to establish an Ad Hoc Intergovernnental Expert Committee with
the following terms of reference:

(a) To advise the Commission on the establishment of prosraime
priorities for the period 1904-108%,

(b) To advise the Commission on the formulation of the ledium-Tera
Plan, 19304-1239,

(c} To recommend to the Commission, in co-operation uith the secretariat,
institutional arranzements, including the creation of technical
bodies, for the effective implementation of the 1084-1930 jledium-
Term Plang

12/ See paras., 96-99 above for the discussion leadinz to the adontion of
this resolution,




47

85 (VII), Census of thc Palestinian Arab peOpleiEQ/

The Economic Conriission for Western Asia,

Recalling resolution 28 (III) concerning the census of the Palestinian
firab people,

Referring to the progress achieved in the implementation of the census
operations, indicated in part two of the note by the Executive Secretary
(E/ECYA/106),

1, Requests the Executive Secretary to pursue the nccessary neasures
for the completion of the project on the census of the Palestinian Arab

neople;

2, Further requests the Executive Secretary to submit to the next session

®

progiress report on this project,

oth neeting
23 Lnril 1630

13/ See paras. 34, 41 and 45 above for the discussion leading to the adoption
of this resolution,
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87 (VII}_ International Year of Disabled Persons 13/

The Econonic Comnission for Western [sia,

Recalling General hssenbly resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969

containing the Declaration on Social Progress and Developient,

Recalling Gencral Asscmbly resolution 2856 (XXVI) of 20 December 1071
on the rights of mentally retarded persons,

Also recalling General Assembly resolution 3447 (¥XX) of O December 1075

containing the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons,

Further recalling General [ssembly resolution 31/123 of 15 Decenber 1976
by which it proclaimed 19C1 as the International Year of Disabled Persons,

Taking into consideration Ceneral Lssembly resolution 34/154 of 17 December

1979 by which it adopted a plan of action for the International Year of Disabled
Persons,

1. Urzes member States of ECWA to mobilize their rescurces in order to
accelerate the preparatory worlz towards the implenentation of the
objectives of the International Year of Disabled Persons, including the
establishment of national machinery for planning and co-ordinating at
the national level all activities of the Year in the field of disability
prevention and rehabilitation of disabled persons, with special enphesis

on the population in the rural areas;

15/ See para. 33 above,




51w
AMIEXES
Annex I

STATEITIT OF FINAFCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF DRAFT RESOLTTIONS
SUBLITTED TO THE COLIIISSION AT ITS SEVENTH SESSION

[lote by the secretariat

1. As required under rule 24 of the provisional rules of procedure of the
Comimission, the secretariat has prepared the present statement of financial
implications relating to draft resclutions submitted to the Corraission at its

seventh session, expressed in United States dollars,
2, Observations relating to thc relevant draft resolutions are as follous:

(a} DRAPT RESOLUTICH O FCC’O :IC CO-OPERATION BETVILDI! THZ [THDERS .

OF THE COLETSSION AND OTHER DEVELOPTING COUNTRIES (E/ECUA/L.101)
&

. g‘) .
1. Consultants (5 m/m) 25,000
2, Travel of staff 5,000
3. Reporting costs 3,700
| 33,000
4, Overhead charges : 2,050
33,000

o e o . o -
oo e et ied

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE FORUATION OF ALl INTERGOVERILEIT.L
S{PERT COLIITTEE O THO 1TDIUI=TERLM PLAY (E/"CV \/L,1.04)

1. General temporary assistence 3,030
2. Official travel of staff 5,000
10,000

(c) DRAFT RESOLUTION O THE ESTABLISHIENT OF THC REGTONAL
WATER. RESOURCES COULCIL (E/ECWA/L.lOB)

&
. . Q.
1, Salaries and allowances 5°,§b0
2, Travel 3,000
3. Overhead costs ¢, 700

- - s . -
pradeo-ponipebipympusgasged
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Annex II

LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSION AT ITS SEVENTH SESSION

Symbol

E/ECHA/89

E/ECWA/89/Rev.1
E/ECUA/89/Add. 1
E/ECHA/89/Add,2

E/ECWA/89/4dd.3
E/ECHA/90 and

Corr.l and Corr;z

E/ECWA/90/Add, 1
E/ECWA/91
R/ECWA/92

E/ECWA/93

E/ECHA/S4 and
Corr,1 and
Add.1

E/ECHA/95

E/ECUA/95/Add,.1

E/ECWA/S6 and
Add,1

E/ECWA/97 and
Add.1

E/ECWA/98

E/ECHA/9C

E/ECWA/99/Rev;l and

ReV.Z

E/ECWA/100 and
Add,1
Add,2

Title

Provisional agenda
Agenda
Idem: additional list of items

Third General Conference of UNIDO: note by the Executive
Secretary

Annotated provisional agenda

Revised work programme and priorities, 1950-1981

Idem: note by the Executive Secretary
Progress report on the implementation of the work programnme

Decentralization of economic and social activities to, and
the strengthening of, the regional commissions: note by
the Executive Secretary

Establishment of subsidiary bodies of the Comnission:
note by the Executive Secretary

Co=-operation. among developing countries (follow-up to ECHA
resolution 70 (VI)

Follow=up action on resolutions of the Cormission: note
by the Executive Secretary

Idem: relocation of the Commission in Baghdad

Establishment of the Regional Water Resources Council
Third United Nations development decade

Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 1930 VWorld Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Woren: note by the
Executive Secretary

Invitations to States Members of the United Nations to
participate in a consultative capacity in the activities
of the seventh session of the Commission: note by the
Executive Secretary

Consideration of the applications of States Members of the
United Il'lations to participate in a consultative capacity
in the work of the seventh session of the Corriission: note
by the Executive Secretary

The financial status of the Cormission's programmes =
Statement on the Financial Contriutions Account: report
of the Executive Secretary




Syribol

E/ECHA/INT .25/Rev,1
E/ECIA/INF,26

E/ECVA/INF,.26/Rev.1
and Rev,l /Corr.l

E/ECUA/L.OG

E/ECUL/L.OT
E/ECT.:.";/L . 98

E/ECUA/L.9Q

E/CCHA/L. 100
E/T.CHA/L, 101
B/ECHA/L,102

T/ECYA/L.103

L/ECHA/L. 104

E/ECUL/L.105

55

Title

List of documents
Provisional list of participants
List of participants

PN

Assistance in the reconstruction of Lebanon = Lahrain,
Democratic Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Tuwait, Lebanon, the
Palestine Liberation Organization and Yemen: draft
resclution

Relocation of the offices of the Cormission to Baghdad =
Jordan: draft resolution

Strengthening of the budget of ECW, - Syrian Lrab
Republic: draft resolution

Restructuring of the economic and social sectors of »
the United Nations systen - Lebanon and Syrian Arab
Republic: draft resolution

Inclusion of a programme on the environment in the work
programme of ECWA -~ Lebanon and Syrian fLrab Republic:
draft resolution

Econcmic co-operation betueen the nenbers of the

Cormission and other developing couniries - Traqs
draft resolution

‘Prograzme of Action in Agrarian Reform ant Rural

Developnent for the ECHUA region - Syrian Arab Republic:
draft resolution ' :

Establishnent c¢f the Regional ‘'ater Resources Council -
Jordan and Szudi Arabiat draft resolution

Fornation of an intergovernmental expert comnittee on
the edium-Term Plan - Iraq, Lebanon and Syrian Arab
Republic: draft resolution

Census of the Palestinian Arab people - DemOcratic Yemen
Iraq, Jordan, Xuvait, Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Qatar, Saudi frabia, Syrian Ared Nepublic,
United Arab Enirates and Yemen: draft resolution
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Synibol Title
Regional Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in
Development in Western Asia

E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF ,3/2 Housing Finance in the ECWA Region

E/ECWA/SDHS/CONF . 4/7 Final Report on the Regional Preparatory Meeting for
the World Conference of the UN Decade for Women, 1980

E/ECWA/ENV/WG;16/9 Final Report on the Regional Seminar on Ailternative
Patterns of Development and Life Styles in lestern fsia

Food Security Issues in the irab Near East

Industrial Development in Iraq
Industrial Development in Syria, Prospects and Problems
Industrial Statistics = Syriz

Regional Development of Selected Branches of Capital
Goods Industry

Industrialization in the Arab World, Options and
Strategies,Year 2000

Establishment of telephone cables industry in ECWA
Region « A Techno=-Economic Study

Population Bulletin No. 16

Population Bulletin No. 17

Demographic and Related Socio=Economic Data Sheets
for Countries of the Economic Cormission for Western Asia

Estimates and Projections of Population, Vital Rates
and Economic Activity for Members of the Econonic
Commission for Western Asia

Sources for Research on Population znd Developnment in
the ECWA Region

The Population Situation in the ECHA Region
Bibliography of Population Literature in the Arab World

Basic Data on Population, Econory and International
Migration in Arab Countries

E/ECWA/DPD/YG,,14/1 Development Strategy for the Region of the Economic Commission
Rev,l & . for Western Asia in the Third United Nations Development
E/ECWA/DPD/WG,14/3 Decade,
Add,2

Survey of Economic and Social Developments in the ECWA
Region, 1970-1978 - April 1979,




Symbol

Series I No. 14 (Rev.l)

- 58

Title

Input-Output Tables and Analysis

Statistical Abstract of the Region of the
Economic Commission for Western Lsia, 1963-1077,
Third Issue, 1930

Hational Accounts Studies, Bulletin No. 3

Statistical Yearbook - 1950. No., 1

—— i 2nast Y




Symbol
E/ECVA/L.106

E/ECHA/L.107
E/ECHA/L.103

E/ECWA/L.109

56 =

Title

The economic and social situation and the potential of
the Palestinian Arab pcople - Democratic Yemen, Iragq,
Jordan, Muwait, Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation
Organization, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian firab Republic,
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Study on the Economics of 0il Refining in the ECWA Rezion
DEVELOPMEI'T OF £I' INTEGRATED TRANSPORT SYSTE} FOR
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Horld Conference on Agrarion Reform and Rural Develonnent:
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Executive Secretary
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Economic and Social Council of the United lations

Notes for the information of participants
Provisional list of documents
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(d) CENSUS OF THE PALESTINIAN ARAB PLOPLE

Commenting on the draft resolution in document E/ECHA/LleS,
the Executive Secretary of the Comnission stated that he would negotiate
wvith UNFPA, which had already comitted about $260,00C to this project,
with a view to its continuing the financing of the project until its
completion; Thig would be done in consultation with the Palestine
Liberation Organization; (For the final text adopted, see chép; v
above, resolution 35 (VII}.}

(es THE ECOMO-IIC AMD SOCTAL SITUATION  ND POTEHTTIAL OF THE

PLALESTINIA! LRAB PEOPLE

Cormenting on the draft resolution in document E/ECHA/L;166,
the Executive Secretary stated that, on the basis of the understanding
reached with the representati?e of the Palcstine Liberation OrgéniZation
and the Chairman of the Commission, a specific measure had been decided
upon in connexion with the study; He would communicéte with the neibers
of the Commission, with a view to securing the necessary funds to cogplete
the project, in accordance with the request in operative paragraph 2..
(For the final text adopted, see chap; IV above, resolution C6 (VII&.)
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2; Requests wmember States of ECHUA to attend technical neetings of off;cers

3.

4,

responsible for national programmes, as well as the regional seninar

of policy-méking officials, preferably at the ministerial lgvel, to

be held under ECWA auspices at Baghdad in the éutumn of 1980 in order

to exchange experiences and consider the wost effective ways tp implement
énd follow up the objectiﬁes of the Year at the regional leﬁel;

Requests member States of ECWA to make an effective contribution as

a region to the international symposiunm to be held in July 1931 on
technical co=operation among developing countries and technical
assistance for disabled persons, particularly as regards the application
of science and technology to the fabrication of prototype and the mass
production of medical, education apd vocationél equipnment, by utilizing

indigenous resources and expertise;

Further requests the Executive Secretary of ECUA, in co-operation with

the specialized agencies and United Mations bodies concerned, to
strengthen the work of ECWA in the field of disability pre&ention énd the
rehabilitation of disabled persons, within the frémework of the social
developnent prograrmies of ECUA, taking into coasiderétion the long=term
plan of action in this field to be adoptec by the Generél Assembly at

its thirty-sixth session and the preparatory worik for thc international
developnent strategy for the 19803;

8th neeting .
23 April 1950
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36 (VIIj, The econonmic and social situation and potential of the
Palestinian Arab People 14/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recalling its resolution 27 (III) on the preparation of a general study of

the economic and social situation and potential of the Palestinian Arab people,
Referring to the note by the Executive Secretary (E/ECYA/106), in part
one of which the stages of the implementation of this study are detailed,

1, Reaffirms the need for the earliest possible completion of the study of
the economic and social situation and potential of the Palestinian
Arab people;

2. HRequests the Executive Secretary to continue his efforts to secure
the remaining necessary funds so thet this study can be pursuved and
completed as designed;

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to submit a progress report

on the preparation of this study to the Commission at its eighth session,

3th meeting .
23 April 1680

14/  See paras. 34, 40, 83 and 90 above for the discussion leading to the
adoption of this resolution,




2.

3,

4,

=46

Further decides that the Committee shall meet in the first quarter of

1981 and submit its recommendations to the Comission at its ninth

session;

Recommends that member States nominate senior officials concerned with
economic and social affairs, planning and developnent, to serve on the
Cormittee;

Requests the Executive Secretary to tate necessary neasures for the
provision bty the General Assembly of the necessary resovrccs for the
functioning of the Comittee,

‘3th neeting .
23 April 1980




2.

(d)

bl

That the Council shall meet once a year, the exact date to be agreed
upon between the secretariat and the member States, and that this
meetingz shall be held at least four months prior to the date of the
regular session of the Commission;

Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a)

(b)

To assess the financial implications of the present resolution and to
explore with the member States, regional and international funding
agencies, other countries and development institutions the possibility
of raising and securing the necessary funds that will enable the
secretariat of the Commission to probide adequate secretariél

support to the Council,

To report to the Commission at its ei;hth regular session on the
progress achieved regarding the establishment of the Council, and
in particular on thc implementation of the tasks mentloned above,

3th neeting .
23 April 100




wlp P

o ]
83 (VII). Establishment of the Regional Water Resources Council 2L/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recalling the recommendation to establish a Regional Water Resources Council
adopted at its First Regional Water Meeting held at Baghdad,

Further recalling the resolutions and recormendations of the United ‘Jations

Water Conference, which constitute the !iar del Plata Action Plan, as well as
Economic and Social Council resolutions 2115 (LXIII$ and 2121 { XIIIi, which
called upon the regional commissions to expand their activities in the field
of water resources,

Further recalling Commission resclution 3¢ (IV) concerning regional

co=-operation in the field of water resources development, and the resolution
adopted at its Second Regional Water Meeting held at Riyadh,

Noting that the United Nations Water Conference requested the regional
commissions "to play a central role in the promotion of intergovernmental
co-operation" in the respective regions, as a follow=up to the Mar del Plata
Action Plan, and specially recommended in its resolution VIII that they should,
inter alia, "assign specific responsibility on water to an existing intergovernmental
cormittee within the regional commission, or, if necessary, create a new one
and establish or strengthen, as appropriate, the secretariat units of the
cormissions dealing with water, which would serve as the secretariat of the
intergovernmental comnittee referred to",

11/ See paras, 64-72 above for the discussion leading to the adoption of this
resolution,
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82 (VIIS; Programme of Action in Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
for the ECWA region 10/

The Economic Commission for Western Asia,

Recognizing that past development efforts and programmes have largely failed
to reach and benefit adequately the rural areas in the countries of the region,

Recognizing further the rural-urban imbalances in the region and the great

gaps in living standards,

Convinced that, in the ECWA region, agrarian reform is a critical component
of rural development and that the sustained improvement of rural areas, in the
context of the promotion of national self-reliance and the building of the WNew
International Economic Order, requires fuller and more equitable access to land,
water and other natural resources,

Having considered the results of the World Conference on Agrarian Reforn

and Rural Development, organized by FAO in co-operation with other organs and
organizations of the United Hations system,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/14 of 19 ilovember 1979, which
endorsed the Declaration of Principles and the Programme of Action adopted by the
World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development,

Taking note of the report of the secretariat on the World Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (E/ECWA/105) and the Draft Programme of
Action in Agrarian Reform and Rural Development for the ECHA region appended thereto,

——pe

10/ See.paras, 53-55 above for the discussion leadinz to the adoption of this
resolution,
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80 (VII); The restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations 8/

The Economic Commission for Yestern Asia,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977 and
33/202 of 29 January 1979 on the restructuring of the economic and social
sectors of the United Nations system and in particular section IV of the
annex to resolution 32/197 relating to structure for regional and international
co=operation,

Further recalling its resolution 69(VI) concerning the implementation

of General Assembly resolution 32/197,

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 34/206 of 19 December 1979 on
the implementation of section IV of the annex to General Assenbly resolution 32/197,

Taking further note of the report of the secretariat, contained in the note

by the Executive Secretary (E/ECWA/92), detailing the progress achieved in the
decentralization of economic and social activities to, and the strengthening of,
the regional commissions,

1; Calls upon the Executive Secretary to pursue, in collaboration with
other regional commissions, his consultations with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, with a view to obtaining the resources req:ired for
carrying out the activities already identified by the secretariat as resulting
from the increased responsibilities of the Cormission in the light of General
Assembly resolution 32/197;

2. Requesta further the Executive Secretary to complete the identification

of the activities to be carried out by the Commission within the context of
the restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United MNations system;

3. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to report to the Commission at
its eighth session on the progress achieved in the further decentralization of
activities to, and the streasthening of, the Commission,

Tth nmeeting .
22 April 1080

§/ See paras, 96-99 ahove for the discussion leading to the adoption of this
resolution,
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78 (VII). Rclocation of the offices of the Cormission to Baghdaa—/

6 X R . '
;/ The text of this resolution is reproduced in para. 1 above,




w3l -

co-coeration amons the countries of the retion throush the comordination of
major cevelovment policies to undertaks Jjoint projocts D to OSbabllqh a

rerional systea for the exchanze of information on ddveloument ef vorts.

(%

102. One raepresentative considerc? the principle of the ccllactive seli~reliance
tne developin~ countrics as one of the fundamental princinles moverning
internutioncl econamic relations., lHe nentioned that th: Jdocument on tha Asian
Remicnal m;cJLnﬂ on sconomic Co-operation awmones Daveloping Countk rizs, held =t
Manila in 1900, nejlected the conceins of the countrics o Tlastorn fsia,  He

requasted the secratarial o narticinate in mase tinrs which e 40 be held

Fd

on the establishment of a ~lobal systew of trade oreferences aron:: developing
coun®iriss and o present o Yctailed report Lo the member Stobis with a view
to assistins than in dcfinin: their respective nositions concurninx these
vital issu%s; He alse drotr the atZazniion of the Cramission (o the importance
o the Tortheoming westinvs of tha Croup of 77 on the provisional azenda

for international economic nezotiations and for subsequent conierences,

Other business

L e

Dzte an' nlace oy zveuinﬂ of the nexs SG“Slon

——— . ‘-~m..-.....a.

.

103, The Cormiesion unanimously agr:ad t5 hold its eizhth session at Bashdad
at a Jdote to be arrued udon in due timo,

.dopion of the roport

104, Lt ivs eishih meebing, on 23 April 1980, the Comission adonted the

ot report on its seventh session, as smended dupin: its Cis c4031ons, for

[}

ubmission ©o the Econoric and Social Council (scc para, 3 zhove),




~32.

5. Decentralization of cconomic and social activitias to, ant thes

strensthenine of, the resional cormmissions and the es,abllshﬂenu

of subsiciary bodies of the Commission

96; The Commission agreed, on the rpcommendation of cne deler ation, to
consider azenda itcms ld anc 12 together. The Zxecutive Sacr retary submitted
2 concise renor: on iten 16 (E/RECIA/92) in which it was note! that Genearal
~#8sembly resolution 32/187 on the restructuring of the economic an’ aocizl
sectors of the United ia%tions system recomaende? that the authority vested in
the rezional coimissions be cxpandel. Consequently, two D0s%s 1lere transferred
to the Coummigsion as from Januarv 1920, but the decontrelization of othar
activities an? resoonsivilities (ocean economics, transpori=iion, srogramie
plannin~s) did not talze uiace. This question has heen referrel %o the Genersl
Assenbly for action ¢ its thirty-fifth session. He appealed Lo =enber Sthates
to support secretariat proposals in the bolies concerned. The Trecutive
Secratary then submitted @ concise statemant on item 12 (8/ICUA/03), in which
he reported on consultations with member States an. with enbers of the Leaw.
rab States on the ncad for subsidiary hodies and for the settin:; of
prioritiass this comnsxion., The main obhjective ¢f thaso wodies, which would
not nccessarily be dermancnt institutions, would be to serve as suecizlized
auxiliary bolies which woul? nrovide assistance to the pro-ramme of action of
the Comiission in arcns of ton priorﬂty. The sacretariat feli thet this
question should be =iven further study in death by a hi h-levcl

inter~overnmental committee of technical oxprrts,

97. durinz the discussion of thase twe items, one renreseniative exprassed
his resrat at the failure of the Genural Assembly %o resnon? . the raquests
of the Corriission's seci:tariat on the dacentralizztion of auwthority o the
Comrnission. Mo recomne nded that the secratariat should hold nyiop
consuliations J‘Lh mcabsr States to ensure support in the CGenoral neseubly
for its request, The transfer to the Comiission of the executive resbonsibilitias
of some tirazinin: end Dlanninz institutions was noted vith satislaction. He
stressz” “hat 2 srossin: need should exist to justify the =stablishrent of
subsidiary bodics ~nd recormended that the sccretariat should submit a

<etailed reoort to the Commission at its next session on the siaif requirenments
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89, One renresentative referrsd to the assistance rendered by his Government
to the Commission during the period in which Beirut served as the tamporary

headquarters of the Commission.

90. The fxecutive Secretary pointed out that the surplus in the Financial
Contributions Account did not constitute a larce sur, when the cormitments
approved up to 31 iarch 1980 were taken into consideration. He also pointed
out that the resources madc available to the Cormission from Lrab funds were
linked to specific nrojects, and the secretariat couls not divert them to other
activities; The secretariat was willinz to respond tc the uwishes of members
‘and to allocate a portion of the surplus to finance the study which was th»
concern of the Cormission, and it was willing to do what was considercd to be
suitabls,

o1, One representative uried member States, especially those which nossessed
the capability, to contribute to increasing the Financizl Coniributions Account
and to suprort the budget of the Commission. Other renresentatives expressed

support for this anpeal,

4, Revised nrograume of work and priorities, 1980-19°91

92. Tha Executive Secretary introduced azenda item © with a brief
explanation of the revision of the Commission's work nrogrorme for 16601981
as contained in “ocumments T/ECHA/90 and Corr;l and 2 and E/ECHA/9C/&£ ;l; ile
stated tha”, in vievw of the resource reductions «ffeciad by both thé
Secrctairy-Censral and the Cenerzal Assembly, the secratariat found it necessary
to revisc the »rosramme of work and prioritiss adoptoes by the Comission at
its sixth session.ﬂ/ He added that, while the orizinal texts for the various
prograsmes had been retaine? in the revised version for cvery programme
elericnt, the outruts envisaged would in many cases be cffected by the
considarable reduction 2ffectes in travel allocations; As allocations for
travel constituted one of the important clements in the implanentotion of the
worle nrograrme, that rocduction wauld, in many cases, reauce the scopne,

coverzare and orientation of the nrograme elements thus zifecied.

% Sec T/ECUA/TH and Add.l
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85. During the discussion, one representative stated that his country had
looked forward to the Conference with zreat interest, in view of the importance
of the questions discussed there, and of the nositive results which the
develonping countries expected to emerge from it. He considered, however,

that the Conference had been a failure as far as international co-operation

was concerned owinz to the unco-onerative attitute displayed by the industrialized
countries in opposin< th: suzzestions put forward by the Grouy of 77. He

added that the lew Delhi Plan of Action contained positive nrinciples for
co-operation among the developing countries in the industrial sohere. The
Commission could benefit from those principles in its efforts to strengthen
co=-oparation among member States, He called on the Commission to tale the
necessary steds to bring about the maximws particination in the implementation
of the suzrzestions of the Group of 77 and the New Delhi Plan of Action. He
further referred to the recommendation contained in the work plan rezarding

the uccelerated implementation of the resolution adonted by the Industrial
Developrent Board at its twelfth session.é/ That recomnendation proposed that
a comnrehensive survey of industrial activity in the occupied territories of
Palestine  should be conducted, s0 as to help in imnrovin~ economic and social
conditions in those territories,

86. At the conclusion of the discussion of azenda item 7, the Fxecutive
Secretary indicated that the item had been plocad on the agenta of the seventh
session in order to take cosmizance of the directives of the member States
vith resard to the impact of United Netions conferences on the ECWA wor
procramie and in order to inform the member States of the conclusions of the
regional ireetings held by 7CWA. The deliberations in the Corwaission would be
of great benefit to ECYUA in plannir; its future work »rosrammess, He expressed
his aporeciation of the interest thet this item heoo stimulated on the nart

of the member States and welcomed their request thas it be nnde 2 rezular

item on the a=enda of futurc sessions.

3/ .
=" Resolution 48 (XII) of 26 4ay 1978 on the role of the public sector in
promoting the industrializstion of the developin: countrius.
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80, One representative emphasized the importance of the political decision

to intezratc women in the development process. He called upon the menmber

States, as part of their preparations for the Copenhazen conference, to

complete the quastionnaire which the Secretary-General had circulated for the
purpose of following up the application of nationzl policies for the iwplementation
of the World Plan for 'lomen. The Commission should accord particular importance

to the results of the annlysis of the data obtained throush the questionnaire,

This would facilitate the identificatién of the urzent problems vhich concerned

one or more c<roups of developing countries and the proposal of realistic

solutions to then. It would also nake it possible to benefit from the

experiences of others in that area.

8l. Another representative referred to the lack of co-ordination among the
different organizations concerned with women'!s ~ffairs, He stressed that one
of the basic requirements for raising the status of woman and increasing their
participation in the development process was the availability of accurate
statistical datz on the extent of women's participation in economic activities,
Such data were sorely lacking. He called on the Commission to work towards
establishing uniform concepts which would expedite the collection of the
necessary data and statistics.

() Regionrl Seminar on Alternative Patbterns of Development and Life

Styles in Yestern Asia

82. The secretariat submitted a note by the Executive Secretary containing

a sumnary report on the work and recormendations of the Regional Seminar on
Al%ernative Patterns of Develorment-and Life Styles in Vestern Asia (E/ECWA/107),
in which it was statad that, in lisht of the close relaticnship betwean the
environment and developnent, the Seminar had adepted a set of recormendations
related to an econcnic development stratezy, land and water manacement, industrial
development, oil and the conduct of future studies. The recomicendations also

formulated a general framework for the follow-up of their implementation,
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{e} The Second Regional Population Conference of ECWA

73. Thz secretariat of the Commission introduced this subiten in referencs

to the irst Regional Population Conferencs, held in 1974, at which it had been
recommended that such a conferance be convened every five years in order to
review prozress made in the field of nopulation in the countries of the rezion
and to make recommendations which would ~uide ECWA in developin~z its work

programme in this field,

74. The Second Regional Population Conference of =Ci, vhich was held at
Damascus in December 1979, zdopted the set of recormendations contained in
documents E/ECYWA/104 and Corr. 1. These recommendations not only covered

matters related to pooulation growth but also referred to major problems facing
member countries in the areas of internal micration and urbanization, intraregional
and interreqional migr=tion. In this connexion, it was noted that one of the

most important problems confrontinz the rezion was the forced migration of the
Palestinian Arab people. The recommendations also emphasized the need for
population data collection and analysis and for scientific research as the

basis for formulating eff=ctive populziion policies.

7. In the discussion that ensued on this question, zeveral representatives
expressed their vieuws on the significance of population and the Formulation of
appropriate policies 2nd programmes and stressed that the Commission should
adopt definite resolutions regarding such crucial issues as mortality, rural-
to-urban migration, family nlanning anrd the integration of women in the process
of development;

76. Onc representative attached importance to the formulation of appropriate
policies commensurate with the specific circumstances and needs of each
country. It wes believed that while some of the recommendations of the
Conference needed to be incorporated in the over-all development strategy for
the Arab world, others - and particularly those pertainin> to family size

and family nlamnin~ - were not of equal reloevance to all the countrics of

the region. These could be applied only to countries where population srowth
scemed to constitute a burden on economic and socinl development; With respect

to resional and interregional mizration and the nced to resulate the movament
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in the ECWA region. The Council would then be an instrument for mobilizing
efforts in support of ragional co-operation in Water affairs and the
secretariat of the Commission would serve as the secretariabt of the Council.

66. A number of representatives welcomed the docurment before the Comwission
and supported the establishment of the proposed Council in accordance with the
mndate and terus of reference provided in the third alternative, which they
believed to correspond nost closely to the consensus of the nesbers of the

Comumission.

67. A representative propcsed that the mandate of the Ccuncil be reviewed in
the light of its future perforrance. The Comnigsion mipht then wish to extend
the basis of the Council's activities and its mandate so that they would comply
with the first or second alternative proposed in the docuaent before the

Comnission, should that course be desmed necessary.

63. Another representative noted that regional co-operation in water resources
affairs was a matier of vital importance, since some meabers of the Cormission
suffered from critical water shortages. With the social and economic development
of the region, that problem was becoming ever more acute, He asked if the
concept of water resources included desalinated water, which constituted a

major resource in soie countrics of the region.

60. One representative spoke of the activities of some of the international
and Arab organizations working in the region and requested that the secretariat
comnunicate to the Coimission the results of thoss activities, in view of
their isportance to the region. He referred to the Juportance of ground water
and to the seriocus lack of basic information need=d tc assess such resources,
the extent of which was for the most part not fully known., He urged that
detailed studies be underiaken in an effort to protect, exploit and put to
grod use the aater resources of the region, so as to conserve that important
natural resourcs. fAccurate rainfall and surface run-off neasurements were
needed, as well as inforimtion on ths volune of water extracted cnd its
replace.tent, with a view to developing sources of supply; The renresentative
concluded by calling on the Corrnission to play an active role in setting

up a council or a resional body for water rescurces entrusted with




from a cefinition of problems confron%ing the developing countries but also from the need
for specifying the responsibilities of the advanced countries vis-a2-vis those problems
and from the deepening of the international awareness of then.

58. Despite the commendable efforts made, the proposed stratezy for the region needed
further elaboration, with a view to defining clear positions regarding fundamental
development issues which confronted the region. As a pﬁerequisite, the stratezy should
reflect the development experience of individual countries in resard to growth, the
structural transformation of the economy and the progress achieved in social fields, in
addition to assessingz the iuplications for the 10%0s at both the national and the recional
levels. More specifically, the strate~y should also zive nrominance ©o such other crucial
priorities as the enhanceuent of the role of foreisn trade in the development process, the
reduction of income disparities both within and among the member countries, the mobilization
of total savines within the economy and the role df the public sector in promotingz economic
and social develoonent,

59, Adequate attention should also be devoted to the role of development planning, the
strengthenina of the adninistrative infrostructures znd the creation and development cf
necessary institutions as part of the whole range of machinery needed to ensure the
successful implementation of the stratexy,

60. It was further asserted that the strategy should clearly reflect the persistent
adverse effect resulting from the Arab-Isracli conflict in the region, the close
association of the Zionist resime with the regime of Sadat, the continued occupation of
Arab territorics znd the implications of thesz factors for the prorress and prosperity
of member countries,

61. The Lxecutive Secretary welcomed the observations made on the experts' report and
indicated that the discussions resultins from the keecn interest shown in the subject had
raised sone additional important points that could be furthep crystallized so as to widen
the views of the exnerts. Those additional points could alsc bz communicated to the
Prepzratory Comhittec of the General Assembly for consideration. “orcover, he urzed
representatives alsc to brin~ these views to the attention of their delezations at United

Mations "z=louarters Lo anable them to particinate octively in the delibsrations ot
the ~lobel level,

62, It was agrezed to form a committee comprising the heads of the dszlemations of four
member States, namsly Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan and Kuwait, to sugzest amendments to the
documentation on the ~avalonment strategy for the third Uniter Mations Development decade
beforc the Commission.,

63. At the scventh mecting of the Commission, that Committec submitted its report
(E/ECYA/113), which was adopted by the Commission with some amendments., The rebort called
upon the secretariat to take the appropriate measures to smen! the formulation of the
stratezy proposals in line with the Committee's sugzestions. It also requested the
secretariat to submit the document to the member States, with a view to its subsequent
submission to the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly,
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in this resgard, It further noted that, on the recommendation o the Conferen
the Genernl Lsscably hod npproved the estnblishnen’ of a2 hih-level
intergovernamentel Comraitiee on Science and Technolosy for Developuent, a

1IDOr ing secirebariat and on interim fund for the period 1620-1931 of not less
then & 25C million, These recommenda’ions, the sceretariat added, uere part
and porcel of on aconted prosrammc of action which ses forth the roeouirements
for shecific r~ction ot the national, subresionnl, rezional and interresional

levels in the sphere of sclence onl tochnology for develonaent,

4o, In tha discussion thot follower on this question, sevircl representatives

indicz%ed thet thelr countriss had norticinat:? cetively in the substontive

e B :

preparations for this Confarconce, 0One representative stoated theb the Confarenco

hzd not succeade? in adonting effective an’ acticn-oricntel resolubions vwhich

could centribute to the building #n’ stiensthenin: of the ecniomencus scientific

Y .

anl tercehnologsical copabilitizs of the levelonin~ countries ~nd rosist then in

~

mobllizing those cnpnbilitics for the utilization oFf scisnce ond! techrology

.

for develoonen™, s fu-ther indicaZed thot the main renson for this situation

P

ves the ricid ond rather unco=-onerative position adontc! by the industrialized
ccuntrics present at thoe Confirencz. o further shabo’ fhai his couniry susported
the cuiailishinen of the inturin fund for scienc: and tochnoloyy for development
and indicate thal th: share of his country s contrihubion o this funt wounld

’

be announcat alb the coproprianz time,

50, Ifnother represantative stressed that it was virtually ilomossitl: to

cronsfer technolory 50 the Lrab world effzsctively without »recarins the ground

-

the succzssful cbsorntion of tochnolozy and withoub tilzine 1nuo consideratior
the preovallin-e local ond anvironmiental conditions in the reqiun.
51. One represenintive aihasized thot the sutcone of the Conderznce roflected

the interests and priority neceds of warious rrouss of countries and notably

comiries in the Latin fAnmerican resion. He further indicoted that it was nccessary
for the Commission %o identify the »riority arcas of iis nuaber States in

scicnc: and technolo~y and to fortmulate o work nror~rczry: which reflocted tholr
ncatis, e alsc enquired about the basis on vhich COntPlJUL‘QﬂS Zo the iaterin

—-ald

fun: would be mrde Ly menbors of the intermationnl comrwnity.
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or c¢istribution difficulties; On the subject of assistance to Ezypt, he said
that ECL was hound in this resard by the resolutions of the Sconomic and
Social Council and wes accordinzly undzsr the oblizntion to offer its services
and assistance to 2ll member States. He further stated that he shored the

view of th: delagations of menber States on the nezsd o nrovide NCHA with the
requisite informatinn on?d statistics and on the need for members to demonstrate
more responsivaness anl co-opcrate more fully with the Comadssion, Effective

co-ordination recuired the fullest co-oneration from all partics, In that
connexion, he drew attention to the asreements concludad bvetueen IZCHA and

arab resional orgonizations and to the nmeetin~s which had been held 2t the
level of theilr senior officials. He stressed the role of the member States

in zccelerating the process of co-orcdinotion betuecen BOA aw? the re:ionzl
organizations and Arab funds. He referred to the financial difficulties
impeding the effort to arnand the work of the ECUL Statisticel Unis, ECIA was

experiencing great Aifficulty in obtnining any substanticl increazs» in its budeet,

which restricted rny exponsion of their activity involving financial implications,
e urges aember States o support the Commission in its ol Tforts Lo obbain more
financizl resources. He pointed to the offorts of the secretarint to nromote
co=cperation =n’ co-ordinntion with the Arab funds in arccs of common concern,
especiolly in the fizld of statistical stuiies; lHe citszd the conbtinuing
co-operation which exisled bLetveen ECHA and TWFPA in the irmlenentntion of
resolution 2%(ITX) on the census of the Pelestinion Arch poodle ond comnended

the efforts of some member States which were confuctins nosulation surveys,

the findin—s of vhich weres bound to bz of benefit,

45, The sceretorint subnitted clarifications on 2 nuiher o7 queries which
were roised on the question of reporting progrzss wade in the iaplenentation
of the work wrorame (E/ECIL/QLY. With respect to studies wreosored by the
Courndssion, it wras noted that 1t was primarily up to the —rher States to
translate these studies into practical neasures ot the nationsl and razional
1. Rerardins the consus ackivities of the Comaission, it was pointed

out thot the resourcos ovailable to the uniit conceirned had incroosed substanticlly

(-t

since it was eatabliched in 1975. The resources of the uaii, hovever,
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iron and steel anl engincerine industries. The foo stuffs indusiry should also
be expanced in the interest of food security in the countries of the resion.

The studies prepearasd by the economic secretariat of the Learme of Arab States

on the expansion of cxterncl trade, acherence to the Arab Coumon liarket, the
execution of joint transport and telecomrminications projects, the narticivation
of women in cevelopment ond the impact of incustrial projochts on the environment,
should be circulatzd ond uiilized,

3%. L number o7 represcntatives proposed that certain smenluents be nede in

the nanes of saveral official bodies and places apnearing in Coummission documents
and vhobt the desizmaticn "the Arab territories occupied sinca 105679 should

accompany 21l refersncss to the Gaza Strip and the Jordan 'est Banl,

40.  Severnl representatives expressed rerraet that the irplementation of
Cormission resolution 27(III) callin= for a rener2l study of the econcomic and
social situation and potentizl of the Palestinian ’rab people had been delayed

and expressed the hope that the stuly would mect the deadline sct for it,

Several rooresentatives pronosed that the seeraiariat should exanine the
possibility of mectins the financial difficulties thot inneded the implementation
of that resolution by coverinz a nart of thc expenscs of the study by 2 withdrawal
from the Financiol Contributions Account.

41, A number of reprosentatives expressed satisfaction wih the follow-up
on rresolution 28(III) on the census of the Palestinion Ar-d people; One
representative pronosed the formation of on aavisory conmitiac of the nember
States to co-onernte  with the Commission in the imdlenentoiion of that
resolution, One delexation suzcested that the ¢:nsus should nlso include the
Palestinicn Arch peonle outside the FOIL region; especial)ly thosa resident in
Latin America. Two delerations objected to that susrestion, sraferpin-~ that
the census be limited to the ECYA rerion, Andthar dele-ation exnressest the
reaciness of its country to co-opercie with the Corraission in thnb study

by providing it with the datz relating to the nopulction census thot hoad been
tnken recently;




Corxalssion's nro-ramme The sincle most inmportent sourcs of Jiffieultv facinz
the Commission, howcvar, resicel in factors that circunscribesd economi
co-oneration ciiorts in the rewion. 'hile the prinary ressonsibilitcy of BCL
was to strasthon and Jevalop economic cowoneration in the resion, it was its
tivities at the country lavel that had bozn reczivins ¢ha lion's share of
suppors from sonc mwaber countries.  The ecutive Sooratary row ationtion to
the fact that rosdonel co-onerabion —ould assume the ne.nitule and the scope
ceternined for it by the countries ¢ the rersicn ~lona. If She tor of the

Comaission was o Lo Jovelone? ¢ 1ts rssvonsibilities Jischurz) to the full,

counternary hodi ha' 4o be assoclalted ellzctivaly in

the prenaration of the Cormission's pro rammes an? the follow-un on

e - 2]
national an”

1wolgenncu~on, an’ there wust be full co-ordinaition betwocn the
re~iopel instilvilons involved.

32.  The xecubive Secretary concluiel by exoressing conficence thas the
relocation of the offices of the Commission to Ba~hda” in June 1980 vould
inanurate a rew cra in unich the Commission would suh o behind 1t the JifTicultie

r
experience’ in its formotiva steres, He than'ted the Lobaness Covernmsnt for all

tde
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tie assistonce cnteret 50 the Corriigsion throu hout iits lon~ shav in

o

its temporavy hoo'quariers at Deimt,

3.; The reorcsentatives of the Cenire for Social ov Loyier and Turoenitarion
Lffailrs o the Unite ! Tations Depariment of International Feonorie eond Social
Affairs, U702, UESCO, UNIDGO, the “uropean Seonosic Corrrandty, the Federal
ublic of Curmeny and tha Uni:n of Sovies Socialist H;yublics wad > stabtenznts
in which they :upresse! their recliness Lo sudnort Seveloonmt efforts in
nember countries and co-ozarntz  with the Gomaission for Shel DUrPOS2,

1. Renort on th. ~etivisizs of th: Comaizsion

LR e ¢ B el S T B4 BB A S miam m . & m e th e eh a8 B .

34, The Sxecutive Secretary introtuces asonds iten § wish o bris? roview of

procress wate in the daplementation of the 1979 1ol nroowrerrac and Tollow-un
on on the raesoluviions of the Commissic on, forticulorly resolutions 27(IIT)

and 28{TTT) on the Commission's nrosrormes for ths Toliosiniaon freh pcople;

A )

The procress reosort [0 an thy.a secbions

[a]
>3
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25; e Secretary-Tzneral nointed out that new tasks hac¢ been assimed to the

Commission based on the Cenercl iAsscmbly's decision to cxpand the rezional

cormisaions!' responsibilitizs in such areas as those of slobal policy-meking,

rrorpairic Dlznnin~ and Sechnical co-operation. He wan conficent that further
Dl

.
\

involvenens zlon~ thase lines wiould enable i‘« Comnission ©o 2y a3 essential

role in developin: co-onaration in tha reyion.

25, In his introduchory statement, the Fxecutive S.crotary welco‘ﬂﬁ the First
Tice~Ppagident of thz Council of ifinisters of Iraq o “he session, Ja thanked
the Iraqi Covernment for asting as host to the precedins ond the dresant sessions
of the Covission and for facilitatine th2 relocation of the secretariab of

EC'A fron its temporary heacdquarters at Seirut to its nermenent headquarters in

Rarhdad, e roviswed the factors that circumscribed ths iavelopmenb erforis

o
g

of the rosion ans he identified thz major challensoes of the presen®t decade, The

)

re~ion's inkerdensandenc? vith the world econony and its intzreciion with

opeveilin~ world cconomic trends hat -rown consicdercbly, The Llem: for the present

aconomic crisis and difficuvliies could not be nlaczd on the oil.producing

.

countrics: ko ¢o so was (o introiuce a serious impediment into the dialozue

ci

-

betuean the industrislized an! the develonin~ countrias,

27, The Fuacutive Sscretary stated that the ener~y crisis, wilh ibs considerable
imnact on the economics of the world and the rarvion, had revealed the marmitude
of th2 fdanvers involved in the continued squandzrine of the vworlt's non=ruinewatle
natur:l resources, espacially oil. The conbtinued division of ©he world inte

2

AMuens wnd impoverisaned parts was fraurht with donqers the® thecabtensd the

wellebeins o the doveloped countrics themselves, lence, the nexd to chanve

the oravailin~ world economic system in the intersst of the deveionins countrics,
Tn Tact, that uss thoe essence of the Forth-South dialoruve. The drccutive
Sacretary was confident that the RO reqsjon had a mejor role to slay in the

succass oF that Jilalo~ue,

98. The Iuecutive Scerchary went on to say that 2 succession of reoid changes

had overtalim the rarion durinz the nast decade., Chan—es in The ccononv, however,

were nob (ccnwaanﬁ-n by narellel chan-<es in socizl an’ adninistrative

- . r-n

institutions. The cultural and historiczl circumstances in which the indusiriclized
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C. Account of proceedinzs

20. The session was inau~urated by the First Vice-President of the Council

of Ministers of the Republic of Iraq, Mr., Taha Yassine Ramadan, who welcomed

the holdin~ of the seventh session in Bazhdad and expressed his ccnviction, that

the “eliberations of the Commission would contribute sirmilicantly to strengthoning
economic inte-ration amon~ the member States as a contributicn to Arab economic
unity; The nersistence of the world economic crisis celled for an exceptional
effort to alleviotz the troutled conditions in the dsveloping countries, Referrincg
to the vorld econonic conferences that had met to deal with the problems of the
international community, he considerszd that they had all faile” to effoct the
structural transformotions necessary for establishine 2 new interrational aconomic
order. Iraa belizved in the nead for closer co-oneration amons the countiries

of the resion and amon. the develcoing countries in ;wneral; These deserved

all possible nssistance. He then alluded to the Iraqi proposal for the establishment
of a lons=bterry interr-tional fund for assistiag tha develonine countrics to

oo PR

offs2t the imnced of e Inflation exported to then by the industrizlized countries.

2. The Chairuen of the sixth session, Hr; Hagan 511, Minister of Comerce

of tha Republic of Irnq, then made 2 stotenent, in which he refcerrad to the
political znd econamic problems confrontin:. the world and thoir detrimental
immact on the develosing countries., He stressed that the advanced countriecs

had o responsibility to alleviale the nroblens of :conowic and saclal develousment
in the dev:lopin; countries by worizing for the astablishrint ¢f 2 new international
economic order, by devising comprehensive sclutions and by adoptin: practical
neasures that woulld serve the interests of all pzoples, especially the peoples
of developing countriss, He referred, in that context, to the proposal »f Irag
for the establishmont of zn international fund for lon =term asscistance to
developing countries %0 enable them to copc with the imszct of inflation; This
fund woulsd be financed jointly by the advanced indusirialized countrics,
irrespective off their ecconomic and soclal systems, in sronortion to the inflation
they cxooried to the developinn countries, and by the OPAEC countrics in
pronortiog to the annuzl increase in the price of oil exporizd Lo the dovalopine

counitiries,




17; The delemetion of the Arab Republic of Epypt protested arainst the
reservation which had been expressed, referring to Economic and Social Council
decision 49/1279 concernin~ the wembershin of I Lrynt, and requested the Executive
Secretary to ensurc that its statement in this connexion be considered as an
cfficicl document of the session and thot its text be transuittel to the

<

Secretory=Ceneral ¢f the United Nations. It wos accordingly circulated in a
noce by the Executive Secretary (E/ECIA/111).

18; The delesation of Irag objected to the contents of the note of the Arnb
Republic of Esynt referred to above and requested the Ixecuiiv: Sec tary to
ensure 21so that its statement in this connexion be considered as on official
document oI the sessi-a and that its tex: be transmiticd to the 2zeprotory-General
of the Tnited Metions. This position was endorscd by the fole omiicns of

Bahrain, Democratic Yenen, Jordan, Tuwait, Lebanon, the Palestine Liberation
Organization, ﬂbunl, Saudi irabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, thz United Arab
Emirates and Yemen. The statement was accordingly circul-ted in a note by

the Txecutive Secretary (E/ECHA/112).

3, Lrenda

19. b its second mectine, the Commission, after ampesin- 50 the sronosal of
the Lebanese de1e~ntion to substitute for the item apponrine in document

E/ECHLE/29/4dd.1 a draft resolution on the reconstruction ~f Lebanon, adoonted
the followin~ agenda:

1. Ovrenin~ of the session

2. Flection of officers

2. fdoption of the avenda

4, Or-anization of work

5. Copslieration of anplications of States lembers of the United Yations

nct membhers of the Commission to participate in a consultative

capacity in the seventh session of the Corrnission,




alf e
III. SEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

A. LAttendance and or:anization of work

7. The saventh session of the Economic Cormission for Western Asia (BCIA)
was hald at the Al-Mansour lMelia Hotel, 3azhdad, Iraq, from 19 to 23 April 1980.

8. The session was attended by representatives of the followin~ members of
the Commission:g/ sahrain, Democratic Yenen, Euypt, Iraa, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lzbanon, Oman, the Palestine Liberation Orzanization, Natar, Saudi Arcbia,
Syrian Aradb Pepublic, United Arab Fmiratcs, and Yomen,

Ce Pepresentatives of the followins United Mations bodies and s»ecialized
azencies atisndad the session: United Hations Conference on Trade and Developuent,
United Hetions Developnent Pro-ramae, United ¥ations Sducutional, Scientific

and Cultural Or-aniza’ion, United Hations Fund for Ponulation Activities,

United ztions Children's Fun?, United Nations Industrizl Developrent Or-anization,
World Mealth Organization, United Mations Secretariat (MNew York), Food and
Lyriculture Orgonizocion of the United Nations, Gencrcl dsreement on Tariffs

and Trade, Intornationzl Labour Orfanlzatlon International lionetary Fund and

International Telecomaunications Union.

10. The ollowing reional and rovernmental or-anizations attended the session
as observers: Arab Statistical Institute for Research and Training, Bachdad,
Arab Or-anization Tor A-ricultural Dzvelopment, Aradb Lea-ue Fducational,

Cultural and Scizntific Or-anization, Islamic Developmcnt Yantt, Industrial

O

Developimant Centre for Arab Statss, Leazue of Arab Jta es, Or-anizotion of frab
Petroleun xportin: Countriss, Iraqi Fund for Fxternal Development and the

Turonean Economic Community,

- Yor the numes Of {he narticipants in the seseion, sec docunznts
S/OCUHA/INR 26 /3e6v.) 2nd Rov.l/Corr.l.
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2, At its eighth meeting, on 23 April 1980, the Commission decided to brinz
the followin: decision to the attention of the Economic and Social Council:

"The Hconomic Commission for Western isia, at its seventh sessicn,
endorsed the Commission's revised prosrame of work and nrioritics
for 1980-19¢1 contained in documents E/ECWA/90 and Corr.l and Cors.?2,
after takin~ into consideration the observations made by somne

mamber States?,

3. The Coumission, at the same meetinz, decided to recommend the following

draft resolution for adoption by the Economic and Socinal Council:

# The Fconomic and Social Council,

"l., Takes note of the report of the “cononic Commission for “estern
Asia on its seventh session (5/ECYA/114) and »f the recommendations and

resolutions contained in chapters I and IV thereof';

"2, Tndorses the Cormission's srosrammz of work and orioriti=s for
1930-1931 as contained in documents E/ECWA/90 and Corr.l and Corp,20,




ECA
ECLA
ECHA
ESCAP
rA0
oPTC
Unp?
UHESCO
UNTPA
UNIDO

LBPREVIATIONS

Economic Commission for Africa

fconomic Commission for Latin  America

Teonomic Commissiom for Western isia

fcononic and Social Commission for Asia nnd the Pacific

Food and Agriculture Or-anization of thoe United (Tations
Or=anization of Putroleun Exporting Countries

Tmitad Mations Develonment Prosrammc

Undited ¥ations Educationnl, Scientific and Cultural Or<anization
United Mations Fund for Population Activitios

United Mations Industrial Dewvelopment Orcanization
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