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The Commission, at its fourth session, adopted
a number of resolutions with provisions calling for action
by the secretaria*. This document depicts, in brief, the
necessary follow wp actions taken, during the period under
review, towards the implementation of these provisions.
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Resolution 36 (IV): Application by the Palestine
Liberation Organization for full membership of
the Economic Commission for Western Asic

Resolution 37 (IV): Application by the irab Republic
of t_for membership of the Economic Commission
for Western isgia

In its report on the fourth session to the Economic and Social Counecil
(E/ECWA/54), the Commission requested the Council to take specific actions
with regard to these two resolutions. The Council discussed the natter while
considering the Commission's rgport at the Council's 63rd seasion (Geneva,
July-hugust 1977). With regerd to resolution 36(IV), the Council voted to
amend Article 2 of its resolution 1818 (Lv), as suggested by the Commission.
The Council approved the recommendstion contained in resolution 37 (IV)
without a vote. The full texts of the Council's two resolutions will be found
in document E/ECWAi/65 submitted under item 12 of the provisioncl agenda.

In both cases the Council requested the Executive Secretery to submit
a report on the implementution of the resolution. The Ixecutive Secretary
shell submit his reports to the Council's second reguloxr session, 1978.
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Resoluticn 38 (IV): .. prograrme of cotion in fovour

of the 1e;ist developed countries of the region

This resolution deals with the finuaneing of the United Notions project
for public finance and administration (PROPF.D),

As requested in the resolution, the Bxecutive Secretary carried out con-
sultations with the United Netions Developnent Progromne and the United I\Ia'biéns
Office for Technicol Co~operation with a view to obtaining ndequete funds for
the Project to continue its services to the three beneficiary countries,
nanelys the Sultanate of Onen, the People's Denoeratic Republic of Yermen,
Yemen irab Republic. UNDP (i.e. the Bureau for Burope Mediterronesn and the
Middly Bast) expressed appreciation of the Project's efforts in serving the
countries of the region but apologized for not being able to pé.rticipe.te in
its financing due to the fact that besides their financinl difficulties public
finance and administration is not a priority aren in the regioncl programmes
for the 1977-1981 cycle.

On the other hand, the Office for Technicul Co-operation hng accepted to
continue its finoncing for the year 1978, This financing, however, is reduced
to US § 150,000.00 instead of Us & 200,000.,00. Moi'eover, 0IC stressed the
point that pu.rsliing its policy in financing projects, its contributicn for
the year 1978 will be the last one. Countries of the region should toke core
of full finoncing thereafter,

The Executive ‘Secretary carried out alse consultations with the .irab
Fund for Social and Zeononic Developmént (in Kuwait) requesting its porti-
cipation in the financing of the project within the linits of budget estinates
for o period of three years. The Fund's favorable reaction produced = DPLO=
nise for partial financing but final decision in this notter owoits the deci-
sion of the Fund Board which is Yo neet in April 1978.

ECW.. corresponded on the issue also with the .rob Monetery Fund (in
ibu Dhabi). In its answer, the Fund emphasized the point that since they
were s8till at the Preparatory ond organizational stages, they were not in
a position yet to take a decision in this natter. They promised t¢ du so
a8 soon as possible,
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Since the Projectrs fineneing, in sight up to the tine of this report,
covers only its activities during 1978 cna due to the great inmportonce atto~
ched to its services ag expressed in ECWL. resolutions 26 (III) of 1976 and
38 (IV) of 1977 the matter ig therefore referred to the nembers of the Cop-
nission for appropriate action,

held between 28 Novenber and 1 Decenber 1977, for the Purpose of Intrcducing
the First Five-Year Plan of the Yenen Arab Republic, 1976/1977-1980/1981.
with o view to soliciting external Support and finonce, In this connexicn,
the secretariat Prepared a sumory of the Plan docunent (orig,' ally seven
volunes in irabic), in both inglish and usrobic, and Prepared o position paper
on the Plan, These two docunents served ag the basis for the substontive
deliberations of the Conference, Fu.rthemore, the secretoriat helped in the
breparation of the Conference report, in irabic ang English, on the delibera~
tions of the Plenary and the Ieononic Cormittee, and the finalizotion of the
overall report, including the deliverations of the Soci~l Borni ttee,

Priority has been gilven to the utilization of advisory services for the

benefit of the least developed nmenber countries. .ssistonce hts been given
in the field of fincneial Planning and the ecnstruction of fineneial floww
tables, and the establishnent of o standardized systen of acocounts for use
by public angd nixed enterprises and organizations,
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Kesolution 39(IV): Regional ao~operaticn
in the field of water resources developnent

The Executive Secretary sent two corrnmications on 15 Moy 1977 ond on
30 August 1977 to the then Cormission's Menber Countries retiuestiné govern=
nents to express their views on the estoblishnent of the Water Resources
Council for the region, procedures for implenentation ond deternination
of o foeal point in each country for follow-up actions, Written replies
were received fron Bohroin, Irag, Jorden, Onon end Saudi lfrebia cid one
verbal cnswer fron Lebconon. The first 5 countries supported and encouragedld
the initiation of steps for implenenting the decision and setting up the
Council, znd Lebcnon did so verbally cnly. Saudi ircbiac only declined to
support the establishnent of the Council on the basis that o sinilexr set-up
had been storted in the region in the forn of a "Secretorict-General for
Ministers of igriculture in the States of .Jrsbia and the Jixcb Gulf" stotioned
in Riyadh.

The remaining 5 countries of the region: Kuwait, Syris, Unitel Jxub
Enirates, Yenen .rab Republic nnd People's Denocratic Republic of Yenen
have not replied o8 yet.

Following the adnission of BEgypt and PLO to ECW.L nenbership, the Ixecu- .
tive Secretary informed both of then on 22 Septenber 1977 of the Resolution
and asked for their views, No reply has been received yet.

The Executive Sccretary then dfecided-;bo" prepare the required docunents;

2. to explain in detail the. benefits, procedure for establishnent,
adninistration and financial aspects of the project;

be 1o secure full support for the project;

c. to create more effective dialogue between ECUL. ond lember states
for the establishnent of the Water Resources Council.

On this bases ond in line with the recomnendations of the United Hations
Water Conference that tcok place in lior Del Plata in larch 1977, the Ixecutive
Secretary deciced to convene the Second Regionnl Water Meeting in Beirut, 5-9
June 1978, .11 ICWA Menbers were invited to participate in this neeting at

the senior expert level, The estoblishnent of the Water Resources Council is

the nain iten on the Agenda.
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Resolution 40 (IV): mne reconstruction ~nd
Developnent of Lebanon

Pursuont to operative poragraph (1) of resolution 40(IV), the BExecutive
Secretary "initiated imnediate consultations with the President of the Counecil
for Reconstruction ond Developnent with o view to establishing o technical
agaistance developnent Programe in accordance with the priority requirenents
of the Council....", He elso held consultations in this respect with the
Governnent at the highest level,

48 a result of thege discussions =nd at the Tequest of the President of
the Council for Reconstruction ang .'Developuent, & revised project docunent
for the Uniteqd Nations interdisciplirmry advisory tean to Lebonon wes Prepared,
Unfortuno.tely, however, the various negotiations regarding that docunent have
not led to the concret result desired, The Ixecutive Secretary renains ready
to offer any assistance that Doy be requested in that connexion,

In comexion with the sbove, the ixecutive Secretary also held discus—
sions with the highest authorities in certain ICW. countries and with the
various irab Funds,

Pursuant to operative paragraph (2) of the resolution, the Ixecutive
Secretary co~ordinated all ECWi's activities in commexion with the Geveloprent
and reconstruction of Lebanon with the Speecial Representative of the Secretary-
General of the United Wations in Lebanon, For that purpose, working neetings
were held with the latter on several occosions and LCWA's Becretorint partici-
pate regularly in the Iriter-ﬁgency Co-ordination HMeetings under the chairinn-
ship of the Special Hepresentative,

Within the fronework of the above co~ordination, ZCW.tg secretariat
through its stoff ong regional advigers continued to assist in o nunber of
activities for the reconstruction and developnent of Lebanon;

= the study on o housing policy in Lebanon weg coupleted and subnitted
officially to the Governnent, It ig understood that this 1s considered
to be 2 basic franework for the establishnent of - long ronge policy
for the implenentation of low~-cost housing in Lebanon, This study
was also subniited to interested Tniteq Hations agencies,
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at the official request of the Council for Reconstruction and Develop-
nent, advisory services wexe provided by 1CWA for the rehabilitation
and naintenance of Lebanese road network. 4 working paper on this
subject was prepared for the govermient's use in its necotiations with
the International Bonk for Recomstruction snd Developrient (IBRD) and -
the UNDP .

in the field of industry, several contacts have beon estzblished with
the Council for Reconstruction and Development, the Ministry of In~-
dustry ond the .ssociation of Lebanese Industriclists, ..dvisory
services have been provided in connexion with the preparations for the
industrial survey. Moreover, an outline for o policy poper on indug-
triclization in Lebenon has already been prepored by the secretoriat
ot the request of the Council for Reconstruction and Daovelopuent of
Lebanon. Other arrangements cre being worked out for providing
agsistance in this field.

an official request has been received from the Govermnent for wnder—
toking a project on populction and housing date base. This request
has been submitted to the United Nations Fund for Populotion dcti-
vities (UNFP.L) in New York for approval. This project ie expected
to secure all populcticn and housing information needed for policies
that must urgently be undertoken by the Govermment after the ovents,

at the request of the Govermuent a paper on postwar livestock develop—~
nent in Lebanon was prepared by iCW. secretariat. It provides gui-
delines for short-tern sdjustnents as well as to nediun~tern plonning,
It also sets the ground for long~term perspective plonmning of that
inportant sector,

The Lixecutive Secretary will continue to provide further cssistonce to

Lebanon on priority basis within the resource constraints onld the reguire-

nents of LECWA'g work programe.




priorities of the zeononic Cormigsion for Weotern
Asio for the pericd 19781

XA

4 separnte docunent ig subnitted on this resoluticn
agenda iten No. 6(c), docunent number B/BOW/60

under provisicnal
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Resolution 43 (IV): Co-=operction with the
Eecnomde Coniggion for «frica .

The Cormission under this resolution requested the Executive Secretary
to work out arrengenents for further co-operation with the Tcononic Coiie
nigsion for :J rica, In this connexion =nd upon an earlier agreenent with
ECL, work continued on the three projects embracing oll the Jrab countries:
the publication of an ammusl statisticol abstract, the brain-drain problen,
and the establishnent of an Lrab regionsl docunentation centre for Eecnonie
and Social Developnient, Furthernmore, contacts continued with EC.. y Doxti-
culaxly with regrrd to the proposed .rab Regional Centre for the Transfer
of Technology, EC. has been J'.nfomed about all the steps token and invited
to participate in the vorious neetings held in prepaxration for the esta~
blishnent of the Centre,

ECWi's contribution to the joint position paper of the regional coie-
nissions on TCDC to be subnmitted to the United Nations Conference on
Technical Co-operction among Developing Countries, which will be held in
lirgentina in the sumer of 1978, included a number of suggestions for the
development of joint activities with ECA in aress of comnon concern.
Contacts with ECW.A will continue with o view to furthering co~operation

ond developnent of joint endecvours.
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Resolution 46(Iv): Co-operation omons developing
countries

Under operative paragreph (2) of the resolution, the Cormiission requested
"the Executive Secretary to intensify his efforts in Pronoting co-operation
anong develop ing countries at the regional ang interregional levels”,

Pursuant to the above provision, the Executive Secretoxy continued to
co-operate with the UNDP in convening the Regional Intergovernnental Meeting
on Technical Co-operation anong Developing Countries in Kuwait fron 24 to 29
May, 1977. ECWA's input for this Deeting covered orgonizational and related
adninistrative ang conterence arrangenents, additionally, mows closely cole

bromotion and implementation of technical Co-operation and pointed to the
need of Ceveloping and strengthening viable and efficient institutions without
duplication of efforts, Moreover, ECW. is continuing to fully co-operate with
the UNDP in the Preparations for the United Notions Conference on Technical
Co~operation Lnong Developing Countries, scheduleq for the sutmer of 1978, In
this context, a paper hag been prepared on the role of HCW. in ICDC ag o
contribution to the Joint position Paper of the regional commissions which
will be subnitted to the United Nations Conference on Technical Co~operation
4nong Developing Countries,

4 further involvenent of B in pronoting TCDC ig reflected in its
contribution to the TNDP Infornation Referral Systen (DWBS) on TCDC by
providing, through its ICDC foeal unit, data on selected regional organizo.
tions which have capacities for TCDC,

Deéasures taken in favour of the least-developed cowntries of the region, and

operation anong developing countries. In faet, BCW. continues to adapt its
work progromme to regicnal priorities including technical ang econonic co-
operation anong developing countries,



4 special effort was Dade in the area of food security planning with par-
ticular reference to Co~operation anong the Arab cowntries, In thig respect,
ECWA is CO-sponsoring a major symposiun on that subject with the Institute for
Arab Studies and Research, This symposiun is to be held in the spring of
1978,

In the population field an expert group neeting was held at Beirut fron
12 to 16 December 1977, on "Gensug Techniques" where experts fron ECW.tg region
shared their experiences and problems in the undertaking of population and
housing censuges, Anong the recomendations was one suggesting greater ex-
choange of nanpower and expertise between the countries of the region specifi-
cally during the tine of census operations, /incther exarple 1lustrating co-
operation anong developing cowntries is the recent arrival in Onon of three
Syrian experts on survey techniques who ore ossisting the Onani Governnent in
ite socio-econonic survey of nine towns,

Purther information on ECWA's activitieg related to co-cperation eamong
developing countries is found wnder follow-up to the following resolutionss
38(IV) on a brogramne of action in favour of the least~developed countries of
the region; 40(IV) on the reconstruction and developnent of Lebanon; 43(Iv)
O co-operation with the Econonic Comnission for ifrico; and 51 (IV) on study
of the Possibility of establishing a Western isia Centre for the Transfer and
Developnent of Technonogy,
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Resolution 48 (IV): Econonic survey of the coun—

tries nenbers of the Lieononic Comnission for Vesw
texrn Asio

Owing to the non-abailability of resources fror the regular budget no action
could be taken by the Executive Secrotary to initiante work on the full survey,
on an emnual basis, starting with the first year of the bienniun 1978-1979.
BExtra~budgetary fincneing is being considered to finance, during the current
bienniun, the ecamterplated survey. Preparations are underway to develop a
picture of the future survey's content and estinates of its rescurce require-

Dents, The survey has been reinstated into the work brograme of BCWA to be
finenced frwa the regular bulget of the United Nations ag of the Meliun=Tern
Plen period 1980~1983, Meanwhile, work hos been initiated to produce in

1978 the ammunl Review of Current Econoriic and Soeial Conditions in the ECW.L
=it g poedal bondditions in the ECWL

Regdon.
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Resolution 49(IV): Statistics and data needed
for the inplenmentation of the work prograrne
of the Commigsion

During the past year ECWA increased the number and frequency of its nissions
to nember countries for the purpose of dnta collection. ilthough the countries
visited have co-operated to o good extent, it becane incressingly evident that
dato eollection camnot ochieve optirun results. This is due, aonong other reasons,
to the non~oveilability of the data in the countries thenselves on one hand, and
on the other to the large volune of classified data. For instonce, in at least
two nenber countries the currently official developnent plans are considered con-
fidential and restricted,

The Commission noy wish therefore to request the Executive Secretary to give
priority to rendering assistonce for the inprovenent of the national stotistical
gystens and services in nenber countries, which nay help tc renedy the weokness
of those systens in order to improve the quality and increcse the quality of data
collection. The Commission noy also wish to urge agein nenmber countries to inc-
rease their co-operation with the Secretoriat by supplying it with the necessary
date and infornntion needed for the implementation of the programe of the various
divisions.

The above notwithst nding preparation has been conpleted and issuance will
soon be nade of ECWAts second set of data sheets wh' 'h cover roughly 40 denograe
phic and related indicators fcr the menbers of ECW.. referring epproxinately to
the period from 1965 to 1975. Furthernore, the secretariat will soon couplete
its country profiles. These cruntry profiles contain, for each country, infom-
nation on its population data vullection activities, a brief analysis of the nost
recent population and related socio-econonic deta aveilable, a gencral view of
prospective trends of population vaxriables, a review of population policies under-
token by the country in question and an extensive bibliography on population
research and other relevant publications relating to that countxy.

In 2ddition the Population Bulletin of ICW. hos been redesigned to emphasize
nore its role as the nmajor scientific journal in the field dealing with population
questions in this region., The Bulletin is produced both in jxrabic and inglish
and distributed free of charge to theee interested ir and/or working population
issues in the region,
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Resolution 51 (IV): Study of the 08gibility of esta~
JllSﬂ.L a Wegtern igin centre for - -the traonsfer > ond

develop_uen’c of technoloc;z

48 a first step in the irplenentation of this resolution the Executive
Secretory eageged the services of a highly experiecnced consultant to asgist
in the execution of this project. L detailed plan of action was then prepared
and inplenented., Thig Plan included the following stepo:

1.

2.

3.

in intercgency preparatory neeting was held in Belrut between 24~28
Octcber 1977, to which representatives of UN egencies, Regional lrab
Intergovernnental and Govermnental Organizations were invited, The
purpose of this neeting wos to discuss the terns of reference of the
feasibility study for the estoblishnent of the .rad regional centre,

Two field nissions visited 20 irob éountries between 1 Hovenber and
18 December 1977. <rrongenents were necde with ECA to provide ECW.
with nission reports on the tive «~rab=/ifrican countries covered by
the ICL study while ECVL will provide EC.. with reports on the other
arah cowntries in North -frica, which were covered by the fiela
nissionse, Participation in thece nissions was open to cll United
Nations and ircb Organizations which were invited to the Firgt
Interagency Meeting., is a result of thir pen J.nvitwt::.on, represen—
tatives from LLECSO, ¢y, FLO, 110, UNC.'D, UILZSCO cnd WIPO
ticipated in the Lissn.ons in additicn to ECWi's experts. Upon
completion of their *leld v1511:s, necibers of both nissions net with
the consultant in Beirut, .Uurlng this neeting, nission fmmbg

were discussed and evaluated,

Based on the discussions that took pla.ce in the Pirst Interagency
Meeting and using the nission fmmgs and other informiation collected
fron national and internationsl gources, the first droft of the
feosibility study on the establishnent of an ircb centre for the
tronsfer ond developnent of technology was prepared by the consultont,
The study contained recormenlications on governmance, L .mgeuent,
staffing, budzet, location and function and services.
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4, Tﬁe draft was then discussed in a second interagency meeting held in

Beirut between 27 February to 1 March 157S. The following 22 organizations
participated in this riceting: ECA, FAQ, ILO, UNCTAD, UNDP, UNESCO, UNEP,
UNIDO, WIPO, Federation of Arab Scieatific Research Councils, IDCAS, ALECSO,
CAEU, The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development, the Islamic
Development Bank, Abu Dhabi Fund for Arab Econonic Development, Academy of
Scientific Research and Technology (Rgypt), Centre for Sciantific Research
and Studies (Syria), Foundation for Seientific Research (Irag), National
Council for Scientific Research (Lebancn}, The Royal Scientific Sccliety
(Jordan), and the Saudi Pund for Development. The views expressed in this
meeting were later taken into consideration in preparing the First Revised
Draft Feasibility Study.

As a result of a recommendation adopted by the Second Interarency Meeting,
ECWA consulted the Secretariat Ceneral of the League of Arab States and
decided in agreement with H.E. Secretary General of the Arab League;

(i) to postpone the intergovernmental meeting, originally scheduled for
27-29 March 1978, to 24-26 April 1978; {(ii) to enlarge the participation
in this meeting so as to include all concerned Arab Regional Organizations;
(iii) to hold this meeting, as far as governments' representatives are
concerned, at the level of ministers concerned with science and technology,
and as far as as representatives of Arab Repional Orpanizations, at the
level of the heads of these organizations, whenever possible {iv) and to
have the Secretariat General of the League of Arat States represented in the

meeting by the Assistant Secretary General for Economic Lffairs.

As part of its policy to associatzs member governments in the preparation of
this study, the ECWA secretariat organized an intergovernmental meeting

at ministerial level between 24-26 April 1978, to which all Arab governments
and concerned Arab regional organizations were invited. In this meceting,
the First Revised Draft Feasibility Study was discussed by the porticipants.,
The views expressed during this neeting constitute the subject matter of

the report on the intergovermmental neeting.

The Revised Draft Feasibility Study on the sstablishment of the Ara®» Fesional
Centre for the Transfer and Development of Technology, and the report on the
Intergovernmental Meeting are being circulated in the present session for

discussion and approval.




