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1/1. Report on the progress made in implementing the tasks entrusted

to the United Nations development system by the Buenos Aires
Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical -
Co-operaticn among Develoning Countries

The High-level Meeting,

Recalling recormendation 34 of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting
and Implementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries a/ entrusting the
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme with responsibility to
prepare, in collasboration with other organizations of the United Nations development
system, a progress report on the implementation of the Plan of Action and to make
suggestions to expedite progress through new actions and initiatives,

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts undertaken by the United Nations
development system and summarized in the progress report to implement the tasks
entrusted to it by the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for promoting and supporting
technical co-operation among developing countries,

Recognizing that certain actions in response to recommendations of the Buencos
Aires Plan of Action require particular attenticn and effort on the part of
Governments of developing countries, Governments of developed countries and
organizations of the United Nations development sysitem, to ensure the successful

implementation of technical co-cperation among developing countries on a wide o
scale,
1. Urges the organizations of the United Nations development system to give

sufficient attention, using the country's own language as much as possible in the
formulation and development of programmes designed to orient and train their

staffs and those in developing countries concerned with national focal points and
with technical co-operation, in the programming and implementation of activities of
technical co-operation among developing countries:

2. Invites all Governments of develoving countries which have not yet done
so to establish netional focal points or other aprropriate mechanisms for technicsl
co-operation among developing countries in keering with recommendation 3 of the
Plan of Action for Promoting and TImplementing Tecanical Co o--cperation among
Developing Countries, gj to promote technical co -overation among develoning countries
and to facilitate the co-crdination of technical co-cperation among developing
countries at the nationel level; to undertake long-term information and education
programmes , including national workshops with the support of the United Nations
development system, if necessary, for the purpose of breaking down attitudinal
barriers to technical co-oneration among developing countries and mnobilizing public
support for technical co-operation among developing countries as urged in
recocmmendation 13 of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action, and in general to actively
plan and implement projects of technical co-operation with other developing
countries, with the support of the United Nations development system if necessary;

i

g/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation
among Developing Countries, Buenos Aires, 30 August-12 September 1978 (United

Nations publication, Sales No. E.T8.II.A.11 and Corrigendum), chap. I.




3. Invites Governments of developing countries and, at their request, with
the support of the crgerizations of the United Jations development system and other
internctional svecislized organizations and the Covernpents of developed countries

to give special attenticn in keeping with recommendation 27 of the Plan of Action,
to the potential of technicsl co-omeratien among developing cocuntries in controlling
the "brain drain® from developing o es and planning and encouraging patterns

of voluntary migration arong develoning countries which are beneficial to their
mutual human resources and over-all deve opment requirements;

L, Invites Gevernments of developing countries to disseminate information
on their special experiences in technical co-operation among developing countries
and their needs and capacities, making optimum use of technical information systems
at the national, regional and global levels; and to make available, with priority,
to the Special Unit on Technical Co-operation among Leveloping Countries of the
United Nations Development Programme and other concerned United Nations bodies,
notevworthy case studies, wherever they are considered appropriate, of bilateral and
multilateral innovations in technieal co-operation among developing countries,
actions and modalities for appropriate dissemination snd for incorporation in the
progress report to he prepared for the next High-level Meeting;

5.  Invites the Governments of developing countries and the organizations of
the United Nations develepment cysten to give sufficient attention to the important
role that can be plaved by voluntary agencies and the private sector. in supporting
government uctions of technical co-operation among developing countries, as =
envisaged in recommendations 11 and 12 of the Plan of Action relating to
professional and technical crganizations;

6. Invites the Governments of developed countries to make available, on s
veluntary basis, to the Special Unit on Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries of the United Nations Development Programme information relating to their
progress in implementing the relevant recommendations of the Buencs Aires Plan of
Action for dissemination and incorporation in the brogress report to be prepared
for the next High-level Meeting.

10th plenary meeting

2 June 1980

1/2. Report on the state of transport and communications among
developing countries

The High-~level Meeting,

DNecalling that reccommendation 30 of the Buencs Aires Plan of Action for
Promoting and Implementing Technical Co~operation among Developing Countries
endorsed by United Nations General Assembly resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978,
stated that the strengthening of transport and communications among developing "
countries is a necessary conditicn for technical eo-operation arong developing
countries to become an importsnt element in The development process,

i

¢

Convinced of the importance of technical co-operation among developing countries
as an effective instrument in ceveluping and strensthening transzport and )
communications in the develoring countries, taking particularly into account the
least developed countries, land-locked and island countries,




~3-

. Convinced of the need to mobilize the human, financisl, orgsnizationel and
téchnological'resource° of developing countries, with the support of the developed
countrles and international organizations if reques ted, for effective co-operation
in the development and improvement of itransport and communications among developing
countries,:

v Welcoming the efforts already being made in the verious developing regions to
strengthen transport and communications on & subregional, repional and interregional
basis, including the global strategy and Plan of Action adopted by the African
Ministers of Transport in May 1979 within the framework of the United Nations
Transport and Cormunications Decade for Africa (1978-1988), the Master Plan Study
completed by the Economic Commission for Western Asia for the development of an
integrated transport system for VWestern Asia, and the institutional arrangements
being developed under the auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization for systematic collaborative consultation on
communications development activities, needs and plans as well as the code of
conduct for Liner Conferences,

1. Takes note of the report on the state of transport and commmunications
among developing countries: b/

2. Reguests the Administrator of the United FNations Development Programme
to transmit the report, together with the views expressed during the debate thereon,
to the executive heads of the United Nations regional commissions, the Unived b
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the Inter-Governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization, the International Civil Aviation Organization, the
International Telecommunication Union, the Universal Postal Unica, the United
Hations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and other relevant
organizations of the United Naticns develcpment system for submission to their
respective intergovernmental bodies Tor consideration and action as appropriate
and to report thereon to the second High-level Meeting on Technical Co-operation
among Develoving Countries;

‘3. Invites developing countries to co-operate in strengthening and developing
their transport and comunications linkages, and more specifically to ldEﬂtl‘y
transport end communications capacities ard needs, creanize jJoipt training in
regsearch, and exchange export and consultancy ”ervices;

L. Urges the organizations in the United Nations developuent system to
implement recommendation 32 of the Buenos Aires Flan of Action and calls upon them
to mobilize their efforts on & continuing and intensive bhasis beth in their
respective fields of competence and in multidiscivlinery joint action to increase
significantly the development of projects and activities of technical co-operstion
among. developing countries;

5., Urges the United Nations Development Frogramme to take further sfeps to
give the necessary orientation to.its activities, programmes and projects in crder
to utllLZc to the maxirum extent possible and where approovriate inputs of technical
co-operation amcng developing countries in current projects in the field of
transp~rt and communications, and to provide timely and appropriate assistance
for the identification of needs and capacities in the develoving world for the
establishment of additional links of co-operation:

b/ TCDC/5, vols. I and II.




R

and Cormunications Decade
zcheduled for 1981, a paper
hnical co-operation

the Decade:

of the United Nations Development Programme

§ _: fa the next High-level Meeting an account of

cc—g¢sr&t’cn anone develond countries activities in the
4

ionss

progr ss in tﬁ&br cal 1
field of transpvort and cormumicsat

8. Recorpmends that in the above context, sp
should be taken to improve and strengthen the tyansn
e

infrastructures in the least ﬂﬁVQJOﬁeﬂ 1ancz- locked islani de”elﬂ?ing snd more
sericusly affected countries esds and requirements, in

order to improve. strengthen
system;

port and cormunzcnuwon~

9. Urges the international comwunitv, the United Mations development system,
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developing countries for improving their s subregional, regional and interregional

transport and communications syzten.

-

10th plenary meeting

2 June 1980

1/3. ._co~-operation emong developing
1 development
.

Lo h1;ﬁw!

Recalling the decision of the Vorld Conference of the International Women's
Year, c/ held at Mexico City in 1975, az well as the report of the Conference of
Non-Aligned and Other Develoring Countries on the Role of Women in Development, 4/

1 "{

held st Baghdad

- .
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L, Requests the Administrator of the United Nat ticns Development Prograrme
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¢/ See United Tations nublicaticn, Sales No. PLTE TV, L.

d/ A/34/321, annex.
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to transmit this report tc the United Nations Conference on the Decede for Vomen
which will be held at Copenhagen from 1l to 31 July 1980.

$ot

Oth pienary meeting
2 June 1980

1/4. Tstablishing snd strengthening national research and
training centres with multinational scope

The High-level Meeting,

Recalling the Buenos Aires Plan of Action endorsed by General Assembly
resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1973,

Reiterating full support to activities for technical co-operation among
developing countries and to the implementation of the recommendations of the
Buenos Aires Plan of Action,

Conscious of the importance of the technical co-cperation among developing
countries projects and programmes for the attainment of collective self-reliance
among developing countries,

Aware of the advantages of technical co-operation among developing countries
and of its innovative and shared character in the exchange of experience,

Conscious of the experience gained by developing countries in the last
several years in implementing projects and programmes for technical co~operation
among developing countries,

Aware of the undertakings given by developed countries to contribute actively
to the promotion of technical co-operation among develcoping countries,

Aware also of the important role of the organizations of the United Nations
development system in technical co-operation among developing countries,

Convinced of the importance of the naticnal research anc training centres
with multinational scope as one of the more specific means of enhancing technical
co-operation among developing countries, as expressed in recommendations 6 and 22
of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action and in resolution 2 adopted at the Conference,

Bearing in mind the importance of the role to be played by such centres in
technical co-operation among developing countries which hes been recognized in
different internatibnal fora and by the General Assembly in its resolution 33/13k
and by the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 held in Arusha in
February 1979,

1. Recommends the successful implementation and expansion of activities in
technical co-operation among developing countries in developing countries and in
particular in the least developed countries, through the strengthening of all
national centres with s capacity to participate in such activities;

2. Requests the Governments of the developing countries to ascertain, before
the next High-level Meeting on Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries,
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6. Reguests the United Mations Develorment Frogramme and all crganizations
of the United Nations development syatem to rrovide, upon request ., th necessary

support for the compilation ang dissemination of the informatiocn arising from
compliance bty developing countries with the recormendations corntained in paragraphs
~ e -

< and 3 above, using to the maximunm extent thei
capabilities, including the Informat: ret 2

7. Also requests intergovernmental crganizations at the subregional, regional
and interrepgional leveils 1o provide approprizte svpport for this purncse:
3 > ol o gs E X 3

8. Requests the Uniteqg Hations Development Proeramme, in co~-operation with
competent international organizations and Governments of developing countries,
to promote and strenct tific and technological research in development
through these centres.

1C0th plenary meeting
2 June 1980
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1/5. Urbanization =znd Loverty: sharin
developing countries

of experience IMOng

The High-level Meeting,

Recalling recommendation 2L of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting
and Tmplementing Technical Co-operation among Developing Countries in which a
request was made that the Geveloping countries should share their experiences
relating tc the improvement of the living conditions of their peoples,

Recalling alcc *he recommendations of the Vancourver Declaration on Human
Settlements, ¢/

Takina note of the report on urbanization and roverty £/ ang appreciating that,
2gging note ]

¢/ See Report of Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements
(United Nations rublication, Szales io. E.T6.IV.T and Corrigendum), chap. I.

£/ TCDC/T.
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for the purpose of identifying opportunities for activities in technical
co-operation smong developing countries, this document is concerned with only s
limited aspect of the over-all problems of rura i and urban communities in developing
countries,

1. . Recommends that future studies should be formulated in such a2 way as to
offer a useful basis for the planning and designing of operationsl actlv1t1es for
developing countries:

2. Calls upon the Governments of developing countries, as an integral
part of activities in technical co-overation amcng developing countries to share
their accumulated experiences in planning and dealing with the enormous problems
facing rural and urben communities, including the problen of migration of rural
population to cities:

3. Calls upon the crganizations of the United Nations development system and
other sources of international technical co-operaztion, and on the Governments of
developed countries to provide, if so requested, the financial and technical support
necessary to facilitate and promote the initiatives which can be taken by developing
countries to solve their common problems;

k, Recommends that the organizations of the United Nations development
system and other international agencies for technical co-operation may teke up
studies on a subregional, regional and interregional basis at the request of and
in consultation with the countries concerned and in keening with the modalities
for technical co-operation among developing countries.

. 10th plenary meeting
2 June 1980

1/6. TFnhancing the capacities of developing countries
for technical co-operation

The High-level Meeting,

Recalling Genersal Assembly resclutions 36 {XXX)_of 11 December 1975, 31/179
of 21 December 1976, 32/182 of 19 December 1977 and 33/134 of 19 December 1978,

Bearing in mind the decision on the study on rules, reguletions, procedures
and practices of the United Mations development system in recruiting experts,
subcontracting, procuring equipment and providing fellowships, adopted by the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme at its twenty-fourth
session, g/

Recalling further the recommendations of the Buencs Aires Plan of Action for -
Promoting and Implementing Technical Co-operaticn among Developing Countries,

1. Takes note of the report on enhancing the capacities of developing

/ See Official Records cof the FEconomic and Social Council, Sixty-third
Session, Supplment No. 3A (E/6013/Rev.l), para. 525.
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countries for techmical co-operaticm, h/ vursuant to the decigion of the Governine
Council at its tweaty-Tourth session and recommendations 31 through 36 of the
Buenot Aires Plan of iAction for Promoting and Implermenting Technical Co-operation
among Developing Countries;

2. ”akes note of the introducteory statement mede by the Deputy Administrator
end of the observaticns and suggestions made during the consideration of the item;

2 and enhencement of the cavacitiss of developing
ion constitute an important means of strengthening

e

4
i, and technical ce-cperation among developing

3. Reaffirms that the u
countries for technical co-ope
technical co-operaticn, in gone
countries, in particular;

I)
'"S

R Considers that all appropriate measures designed to use and erhance the
capacities of developing couririec for technical co-operation should be tsken
by the Governments of develoning and developed countries, development banks and
funds, and the United Rationg development system;

5. Invites the Governments of developing countries

(a}) 'To establish, or strengthen, as the case may be, their national
recruitment services for providing expertise in technical co-cperation programmes;
exchange among themselves their national rosters of candidates available for . _
technical co-operation assignments: exchenge similar information to the extent -
possible, relating to cavacities with experience for consultancy and subcontracting
services, training and equipment supply;

' (b} To use in the programuing and implementation of projects, mindful of the
importance of inputs, a result-orinn;ﬂd apprOQCh that takes* intc consideration
the range of options available for achieving a specific objective;

(¢c) To give stronger emphasis in the design and implementation of their
development plans on technical co-operation among developing countries as an
instrument for intercountry co-operation in those areas where capabilities and
exnerlence o?fer mrtual advantages and complementerities:

(d) To establish cr streagthen, as the case may be, their national focal
points or co-ordinating mechanisms for technical co-operation among developing
countries in order tc effectively implement the sbove-mentioned recommendations
and play a key role in orchestrating the action-oriented approach to projects
as well as the promctional and informsticnal activities advocated in the Duenos
Aires Plzn of iction.

6. Invites the Governrments of developed countries to implement,; to the
extent they have not done so, recommendation 35 {c), (d) and (e} of the Buenos
Aires Plan of Action;

T, Invites the develcpment banks and funds to include, subjéct to their
constitutional procedures, the use of capacities and supplies of developing
countries to a greater extent in their projects involving developing c¢countries;

h/ TCDC/h.
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8. Requests the organizations of the United Hations developmentvsystém,
especially the United Wations Development Programme, Lo

(2) Fnpsure an efficient flow of in
among develcping coustries needs , capaci
and institutions of develoni feg
the context of their cperational purpose:
and their inputs:

‘O“lt icn, in

iate projects

(b) TFacilitate ccnsideration of oppc

TR al

among developing countries tecoming an in+evral cay 1
the country programmes as well as of project formulation, implement -ation and
evaluation:

{c) Play a catelytic, s supportive and immovative role in the promotion of
technical co-operation among developing countries 16
instrument for intercountry co-operation:

{a} TFnsure that their foecael points for technical co-operation amung
developing countries are stirong and active to promote all the reropm endations of
this resolution; the res: den* representatives and fieTn representatives of egencies
should be enabled to play an important role in implementing the recommendations
and especially in ass isti:g Covernments, at tuwir r“OhETb in the establishment
and functioning of their cwn focal noints £ 1 co~operation among
developing countries:

o)
8
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(e) tMake efforts to ideutify, wherever possidle, and notify developing

countries cpportunities for the use of experts, consultantes, training "acilitiee
and subcontracting services from developing ceountries in pro j&ct“ financed by %

United Nations development system;

(f) Strengthen the Interagency Frocurenment Services Unit o enable it to
expand its work of conducting surveys in developing ccountries on the basis of
equipment lists established by the agencies for the purpose of i ;
in developing countries; complete by the end of 1981 surveys in
countries considered potential suppliers of aguipment for nrojects
the impcrtance of its functions in Lk
the purchase of supplies;

egtablishment of an early

(g) Aseist, on reguest, in ideptifyirg and vromoting
developing countries;

oach  of crrﬁtnﬂﬁ networks oi complementary training
ic ation, and, where needed,

programmes involving the idew %
teve l ping countries by subregions,

strengthening of Dabl &l insti

regions and globally, an d rmaking arrangensn for co-onperative apreements under
which each institution or prosramme is committed to provide training in an agreed
field or speciality:

(p} Adopt a aysters appro
.

o
o+ »

9. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Frogramme to
take the necessary steps to evaluate and assess the functioning of the Information
Referral System in terms of recommendation 26 of the Buenos fAires Plan of Action
and in the light of such evaluation to recommend to the High-level Meeting in

1981 and the Governing Council of the United Nations Develorment Frogramme the
B il
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(v) Studying the possibility of mobilizing financial and other resources
available from such organizations as rivate enterprises. joint ventures and
professional associations which fall outside the national budget:

[ele]

5. Invites the Governments of developed countries to:

(a) Provide, without prejudice to existing programies,

support for projects and activities for technical co-operaticn among developing
countries, for example, through third country financing arrengements. and througl
increased contributions to different national, aubregional , regional, int
and international organizations, including the United Nations Developmen?t
Programme;

{(p) Use, to & greater extent, part of their development aid in seneral oOF
of allocations to specific countries or groups of countries for financing technical
co-operation among developing countries at the request of these countries:

6. Invites the development banks and funds, subject O their constitutional
procedures, to:

(2) Supplement national efforts and give greater sttention O intercountry
projects using modalities for technical co-cperation among developing countries:

(v) Utilize the capacities of developing countries to 2 grealer extent in
the projects financed by them:

7. Urges the governing bodies of the organizations of the United Nations
jevelopument system to utilize the funds of their regular pudgets, wherever such
funds are available for use for technical co-operation programmes, as well as
their extrabudgetary funds tc a greater extent for activities for technical
coaoperation among developing countries:

1\":

8. Reguests the Governing Courcii of United jations Development Programmne

at its twenty-seventh session to:

(a) Review the possibility of an increasé in funding from global,
interregional and regional progranmes ad well asz from the Programme Keserve, 50

as Lo enhance the financing of projects using modalities for technical co~operation
among, developing countries;

(p) Facilitate by appropriate decisions the flexible use of country
indicative planning figures for technical co-operaticn emong developing countries,

establishing the necessary procedures On the basis, inter alia, of the following
principles:

(i)} Bearing in mind that the financing of activities for technical
co~operation among developing countries is the primary responsibility
of the developing countries themselves, the country indicative

planning figures should bve congidered as a catalyst and &

supplementary contribution onlys:

{(ii) The indicative planning figure of & country can be used for financing
jts own inputs in projects for tecknical co-cperation emong developing
countries or for inputs of other developing countries:

/oo
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(iii) The reimbursenent of local currency costs from the iandicative plenning
figure of cpe country for ihe financing of technical co-cperation among
developing cm &3 couponents in technical co-operation projects
undertaken ry, shall be restricted to those projects

O the Admiaistrztor zs at the beginning of this
(iv) Nations Develomment Trogremme related to approval

cerpensaticn, biring of national experts,
toand services, subcontracting and related matters
bis connexion, the Administrator is requested to
vedite the preparation of the modifications in the policies, rules and
procedures of the Programme in accordance with recommendstion 34
(paragrarh 59 (z)) of the Buenos dires Flan of Action to accormodste and
€ncourage initiatives in technical co-operation among developing
countries;

(¢) Consi aspects of the guestion of the reimbursement from indicative
planning figures of ioeal currency costs drawing on such expert advice and

comprehensive data and information as it considers appropriate:

(d) Agree thet the prorosals by the Administrator for the modification of
policies, rules and procedures of the Programme shall be submitted to the next
High-level Meeting and subsequently to the Governing Council;

Q. Reguests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme,
through its Special Unit for Technical Co~operation among Developing Countries, to
collect and disseminate information on all potential sources for financing technical
co-operation among developing countries and provide advice*for the effective
implementation of the appropriate foregoing recommendations of this decision.

10th plenary meeting
2 June 1980

1/8. Work programme for the 1981 High-level Meeting

The High~-level Meeting,

Having considered the need to expand activities for technical co--operation
emong developing countries through new pelicies, crestive and innovetive approaches,

1. Decides that the next High-level Meeting in 1981 should give attention,
inter alia,-ga the following subjects, taking into accomnt the reports to be
preparéangﬁ the Adminisirator of the United Nations Development Programme in
co~-operation with concerned bodies of the United liations development system and the
regional economic commissions on the tfollowing matters:

(a) Identification of econcmic votentials whieh could be developed through
Joint ventures between developing countries through technical co-operation among
developing countries;

(v) Description, enumeration and operation of existing and possible structures
and mechanisms within the United Nations development system including the regional
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