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Foreword

The secretariat of the Economic and Social Commission for Western
Asia (ESCWA) is pleased to present the twenty-sixth issue of the External
Trade Bulletin of the Arab Region.

The Bulletin includes data and statistical indicators on the
international trade in goods in ESCWA member countries, based
primarily on national sources, and complemented by secondary sources
when needed.

The External Trade Bulletin of the Arab Region aims to provide
complete detailed data on international merchandise trade in ESCWA
member countries for the users of such statistics, including planners and
researchers at the national, regional and international levels.

The Bulletin is divided into three parts:

Part I includes summary tables on the trends of overall trade in the
region, its annual growth and its share of total world trade and detailed
data on the trends of imports, exports and balance of trade for member
countries for the period 2007-2016.

Part 1l provides summary and indicators of the external trade of
ESCWA member countries, including major trading partners, products
traded, balance of trade and selected indicators concerning trade shares of
gross national product, diversification and trade openness. It also provides
data on the trends of foreign trade and covers the value of imports and
exports in ESCWA member countries, disaggregated by key country and
economic groupings for the period 2012-2016, in line with the practices
of the United Nations Statistics Division and other international
organizations. Tables, however, do not cover the Syrian Arab Republic
due to the lack of detailed data on foreign trade.
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Part 111 presents the values of intraregional trade in ESCWA member
countries in a series of tables. These tables underline the importance of
intraregional trade as part of total world trade, identify the trade network
within the Arab region and provide a concise reflection of the structure of
intraregional trade according to the main sections of the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS). Trade in crude oil has
been excluded from the data in this part to show the structure of
intraregional trade in non-petroleum merchandise.
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General notes

Part 1. Summary of the external trade statistics of ESCWA member
countries

Tables 1.1 and 1.2 show the share of ESCWA member countries in
total world trade and their annual trade growth rates, respectively. In both
tables, ESCWA member countries are divided into two groups: major oil-
exporting countries (Irag, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates) and other countries.

In the light of the definitions in relevant international sources, total
world trade is defined in this bulletin as the arithmetic average of exports
and imports of all countries in the world. Identified in this manner, world
exports would theoretically equal world imports after the deduction of
shipping and insurance charges. However, import values, which are
usually more accurate than export values, do not reflect alone the reality
of merchandise trade due to the said difference of trade in services.
Therefore the arithmetic average is used for more accurate figures.

Tables 1.3, 1-4 and 1.5 present data on total trade for the ESCWA
member countries that include the total value of imports and exports, and
the balance of trade for the period 2007-2016. Table 1.4 also presents a
long-term average growth rates since 1991 till 2016.

Trade annual growth rates for the periods 1991-2001 and 2001-2016
are calculated using exponential trend functions.
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Part Il. Profiles and direction of external trade of ESCWA
member countries

The partners of ESCWA member countries in foreign trade in goods
are classified as “developed” and “developing” economies, distributed
over the five continents (Africa, America, Asia, Europe and Oceania).

Crude oil data are presented as a separate item to highlight the share
of oil in the imports and exports of ESCWA member countries due to the
pivotal contribution of oil in the economies of those countries.

Some differences may be found between statistics on the value of
overall imports and exports in tables 1.4 and 1.5, and statistics contained
in tables 1.6, 1.7 and 11.1 to 11.18. This may be attributed to the non-
distribution of crude oil import/export values or re-export values by HS
section to different countries and economic blocs; to the non-distribution
of import/export values of free zones and non-monetary gold; or simply
to differences in approximation.

Part Il1. Intraregional trade of ESCWA member countries

All tables in part I11 exclude crude oil unless otherwise indicated
in the footnotes.

Table 111.3 and 111.4 show matrices of intraregional imports and
exports of ESCWA member countries, by country and partner, for
countries on which data are available for 2013-2016.

Table 111.7 should be interpreted with care when used to obtain
trade balances between ESCWA member countries, as the available
statistics may not reflect the true situation. Certain member countries use
the general trade system to record their international trade statistics, while
others use a special system.
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Abbreviations
c.i.f

f.0.b.

ASEAN
CACEU
ECOWAS
EFTA
ESCWA

EU

HS

LAIA
SITC

Symbols

*

Abbreviations and symbols

Jsadl g & puaiiiall

Including cost, insurance and freight

Free on board

Association of Southeast Asian Nations

Central African Customs and Economic Union
Economic Community of West African States
European Free Trade Association

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
European Union

Harmonized Commaodity Description and Coding System

Latin American Integration Association

Standard International Trade Classification

Preliminary estimates
Data not available

Negligible or zero
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Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula
Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula
Indicator
Definition

Calculation formula
Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula

Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula

Technical note on selected foreign trade indicators
L A 3 latl) <l s (lidy 4 clalizay)

Trade openness ratio

Measures the importance of international trade in a country’s
macroeconomy. The world average is 56.4%. A higher ratio than
the average means higher trade open economy that also depends
increasingly on the global economy.

(Z exports + X imports) / GDP x 100
Foreign trade coverage ratio

Shows the extent to which exports earnings finance imports, and
thus illustrates the position of the balance of trade in terms of its
components rather than their difference. A percentage higher than
one means a balance surplus and lower one means a deficit.

(X exports / X imports ) x 100
Export market share to ESCWA total exports

Ratio of exports to total the total exports of ESCWA member
countries

(Z exports / X ESCWA exports) x 100
Trade as percentage to ESCWA total trade

Measures the contribution of a member country's trade to the
ESCWA region's total trade.

(X exports + X imports) / (X ESCWA exports + £ ESCWA imports)
x 100

Exports to GDP ratio

Also called: “the propensity to export indicator”, it measures the
ratio of national output exported to total output produced.

(Z exports / GDP) x100
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Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula
Indicator
Definition

Calculation formula

Indicator

Definition

Calculation formula

Imports to GDP ratio

Also called: “import dependency indicator” and “import penetration
indicator”, it measures the extent of domestic demand fulfilled by
imports.

(X imports / GDP) x 100
Trade balance to GDP ratio

Measures the contribution of the net balance of external trade to the
national output. A negative ratio depicts a deficit.

(Z exports — X imports) / GDP x 100
Export diversification ratio

Measures a country's level of concentration of exports in a limited
number of production sectors. Values range from 0 to 1. A value of
zero indicates that the export pattern exactly matches the world
average. Higher values indicate the country’s dependence on a
small number of products.

i Z Zd X ied B de Xiwd ‘ =9
! I Zd X sd de X wd |

Where s is the country of interest, d and w are the set of all
countries in the world, i is the sector of interest, x is the commaodity
export flow and X is the total export flow.
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(D daal) cidlanlly (S5 Y)Y gall 4y il g sal) cilana
Conversion rates of national currencies per US dollar®

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
Bahrain Import 0.3760 0.3760 0.3760 0.3760 2.6490 0.3760 0.3775 0.3775 0.3775 0.3760] 2 i )
(Dinar) Export 0.3760 0.3760 0.3760 0.3760 2.6490 0.3760 0.3775 0.3775 0.3775 0.3770] (Jkid)
Eygpt Import 5.6892 5.3236 5.5855 5.6807 5.9324 6.0683 6.0683 7.0765 7.7075 10.0250] o i e
(Pound) Export 5.3492 5.3492 5.6134 5.7096 5.9323 6.0683 6.0683 7.0765 7.7075 10.0250] s ()
Iraq Import . . . 1181.8491 1194.2572 1169.5685 . 1182.0000] ) iad ]
(Dinar) Export | 1267.0001 1200.0003 1170.0994 1170.1153 1170.0574 1169.9987 . . . 1200.0000] sl (Jkid)
Jordan Import 0.7090 0.7097 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100f o i RS
(Dinar) Export 0.7090 0.7097 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100 0.7100] (Jkid)
Kuwait Import 0.2837 0.2689 0.2878 0.2867 0.2759 0.2799 0.2839 0.2839 0.3009 0.3033] 2wl o<l
(Dinar) Export 0.2834 0.2682 0.2876 0.2862 0.2759 0.2799 0.2839 0.2839 0.3008 0.3033] v ()
Lebanon Import 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00] o _niud Gl
(Pound) Export 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00 1508.00] _nx<i (o)
Libya Import 1.2589 1.2281 1.2489 1.2660 3 il Ll
(Dinar) Export 1.2605 1.2245 1.2501 1.2677 .. . .. . sl (=)
Mauritania Import 296.7359 301.2048 304.8780 322.5806 343.7600] - _niu Ll ) 5a
(Ouguiya) Export . . . . 296.7359 300.3003 303.0303 324.6753 343.7600] s i
Morocco Import 8.1598 8.4207 7.7027 8.1598 8.0820 8.6208 8.4050 8.3836 9.7573 9.8005] o il )
(dirham) Export 8.1790 8.4202 7.6698 8.1790 8.0829 8.6216 8.4064 8.3914 9.7614 9.8002] _nu<i (A 4)
Oman Import 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845] o il s
(Rial) Export 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845 0.3845] _nu<ad (J&)
Qatar Import 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6400 3.6400 3.6400 3.6399 3.6400] o il kb
(Rial) Export 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6399 3.6400 3.6400 3.6400 3.6399 3.6400] _nu<ad (J&)
Saudi Arabia Import | 3.7467  3.7500  3.7500  3.7500  3.7500  3.7500  3.7500  3.7500  3.7477  3.7500| 3 graad) 4 ) ASaall
(Rial) Export 3.7467 3.7500 3.7500 3.7500 3.7500 3.7500 3.7500 3.7500 3.7481 3.7500] _naai (J&)
The Sudan Import 2 Ol gead)
(Dinar) Export . . . . . . gl ()
Syrian Arab Republic Import 50.000  46.650  46.810  46.700  48.560 48.560(2) Al g ped) A ad) Ay gganl)
(Pound) Export | 50000 46470  46.610 46500  48.100 48.100(2) . . . g e (5.4)
Tunisia Import 1.279 1.229 1.346 1.432 1.407 1.562 1.625 1.693 1.961 2.146] i o 5
(Dinar) Export 1.280 1.223 1.348 1.432 1.406 1.561 1.624 1.695 1.962 2147 el ()
United Arab Emirates Import 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725] o il Baatall Ayl <l L)
(Dirham) Export 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725 3.6725] _nuai (A 4)
Yemen Import 198.89 200.08 207.32 218.53 213.81 214.27 214.87 214.87 214.87 Ayl Gl
(Rial) Export 198.97 200.08 207.32 219.68 213.81 214.36 214.87 214.87 214.87 il (Ja)
(1)Trade conversion factors are derived from: Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, &gl Ailuany) 5 il adga (ra Ay jlail) g gal) i ara IS (1)
UNSD, available at: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs. .http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs (e el asiall sl A cilslany) Lol
and from the national statistical abstracts of ESCWA member countries. J oSyl (B plae ) ¢lalill dilany) cile gaxall Ghag
(2) Conversion factor for 2011 was derived. 2011 alad Jagaill Jana 330 (2)
(3) Conversion factor for 2002 was derived. i .2002 alad gy g2l Jana 33§ (3)
%

(4) Conversion factor for 2003 was derived.

2003 plad Jysadl Jana 351 (4)






