
- UNCTAD’s work on Competition 
law and policy -

- - Second joint ESCWA-UNCTAD-OECD Competition 
Forum for the Arab Region -



- UNCTAD -
• Created in 1964
• 195 members
• Mandate: the United Nations body responsible for 

dealing with economic and sustainable 
development issues with a focus on trade, finance, 
investment and technology.

Prosperity for All

• Think, Debate, Deliver - to assist developing 
countries in better participating  in the world 
economy

• Focal point for Competition and Consumer Policies 
within the UN system



UNCTAD is the custodian of the UN Set of 
Principles and Rules on Competition (1980)

• The only internationally agreed instrument in the field of Competition 
law and policy - approved by the UN General Assembly Resolution 
35/63, 5 December 1980; 

• 140 countries have enacted and implemented Competition legal and 
institutional frameworks, including most developing countries;

• Regional economic organizations have also adopted Competition rules 
and/or endorsed Competition policy, including organizations whose 
members are developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition;

• The UN Set has been influencing member States to adopt, implement 
and use Competition law and policy as an instrument to promote 
economic growth and inclusive sustainable development for 40 years.



UNCTAD’S Pillars of work

Research and Analysis

Independent research 
done by high-level 

experts, including ad hoc 
briefs  and research 

papers

Consensus-building

Providing a forum for 
intergovernmental

deliberations and the 
development of 

partnerships

Technical Cooperation

 Tailored to the needs of 
developing countries
Demand-driven
Embracing country 

ownership
Geographically balanced 

implementation

THINK DELIVERDEBATE



UNCTAD’s Consensus-building

UNCTAD

Competition 
and 

Consumer 
Policies 
Branch

UNCTAD Ministerial Conferences – every 4 years  
UNCTAD XIV , 2016, Nairobi, Kenya

UNCTAD Ministerial Conferences - every 4 years  
UNCTAD XIV, Nairobi, Kenya, 2016

Upcoming Conference: UNCTAD XV, Barbados, 
2021

UN Conferences to review the UN Set on Competition 
To assess the usefulness of the UN Set and to review 

UNCTAD’s mandate in this field 

Annual Intergovernmental Group of Experts meetings 
on Competition law and policy and on Consumer 

protection law and policy 
To evaluate the work programme implementation and to 

choose issues for discussion and consultations





Latest publications

Evaluation of the impact of the performance of the 
national competition authorities participating in the 
Compal Programme within their respective markets 

Restoring 
competition in 

"winner-took-all" 
digital platform 

markets



Technical Assistance
Key Products on Competition law and policy: 

- COMPETITION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
POLICIES AND FRAMEWORKS: improving market 
efficiency and consumer welfare (since the late 90s 
– national; regional focus since 2003);

- VOLUNTARY PEER REVIEWS OF COMPETITION 
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION LAWS AND 
POLICIES: sharing best practices for developing 
countries and supporting the dissemination and 
implementation of the expert recommendations 
(since 2005; 28 Peer Reviews, including 2 regional 
Reviews of the West African Economic and 
Monetary Union  - 28 countries covered)



- Competition law and policy and regulation in the digital era; 
- Competition advocacy during and in the aftermath of the COVID-
19 crisis; 

- Voluntary Peer Review on Competition Law and Policy of Malawi; 

- Round table on International experiences and best practices in 
competition law enforcement against cross border cartels;

- Review of capacity-building on and technical assistance in 
competition law and policy; 

- Report on the implementation of the “Guiding Policies and 
Procedures under Section F of the Set of Multilaterally Agreed 
Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive 
Business Practices”;

- Review of chapter XIII (“Actions for Damages”) of the Model Law 
on Competition, Part 2 – commentaries.



https://unctad.org/

12TH. MEETING OF THE
RESEARCH PARTNERSHIP PLATFORM 
https://unctad.org/topic/competition-and-consumer-protection/research-partnership-platform

https://unctad.org/topic/competition-and-consumer-protection/research-partnership-platform


Please watch the video that celebrates 40 years of the UN Set 
(https://youtu.be/hhAk2miK3B4) at UNCTAD’s webpage: 

https://unctad.org/topic/competition-and-consumer-protection/the-united-nations-set-
of-principles-on-competition

https://youtu.be/hhAk2miK3B4


THANK YOU!

Competition and Consumer Policies Branch

https://unctad.org/Topic/Competition-and-Consumer-Protection
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