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Where we are: Global status of VNRs



Timeline for 

2020 VNRs



Lessons 

learned from 

2019 VNR 

countries

"Start early as it is a data intensive work, focus on quality and engage 

with stakeholders – push for quality engagement and not mere 

discussions.”

“The VNR process has allowed us to re-assess our development patterns, 

specifically the policy and institutional mechanisms since the 1990's, 

whether they are conducive to sustainable development and build 

stakeholder engagement around it.”

“Among our key lessons was the usefulness of designing different 

instruments to collect information from different actors, according to 

their competences. Also, we found value in using different tools, such as 

web questionnaires and online polls to gather information quickly.“

“The main benefits of attending these meetings was to learn from other 

countries on their experiences, it also helps us determine if we are on the 

right track and what pitfalls we can avoid.” 

“Guidelines on what to include in the VNR report were particularly 

useful. They gave us ideas on how to structure the report, e.g. to include 

concrete examples of best practices.”   



Lessons learned from 

2019 VNR countries

“If countries knew what their 

aim was in conducting a VNR, 
it could positively influence 
their presentation.”



VNR preparation checklist

Item Actions

1. Initial preparation and 

organisation

� Send letter to President of ECOSOC to communicate decision to conduct a VNR. 

� Assign responsibility for coordinating and preparing the VNR.

� Estimate and identify resources required.

� Consider scope of review.

� Develop work plan/road map with deliverables aligned to HLPF deadlines (e.g. submission of Main Messages 

and VNR Report). 

� Map key national actors (e.g. Parliament, line ministries, national statistical office, local government officials, 

stakeholders).

� Prepare draft outline of VNR and develop key messages.

� Assign information- and data-gathering tasks, including drawing on existing national documents and previous 

VNR reports.

2. Stakeholder Engagement � Contact relevant government departments (line ministries) and agencies, setting out basic details, e.g. about 

the VNR, the information/data requested, and establishment of a focal point.

� Develop stakeholder engagement plan which identifies key stakeholders, and method of engagement 

(consider offline and online options).

� Establish awareness-raising and public outreach component to disseminate avenues for stakeholder 

engagement in the VNR process, making use of government communication services, social media, etc. 

� Make sure targeted efforts are made to reach groups that are marginalised and at risk of being left behind.



VNR preparation checklist

3. VNR Preparation � Review and incorporate material received, including data, other reports and previous VNRs.

� Follow-up with government colleagues/information providers to secure missing material or provide 

additional analysis.

� Decide on participants for the preparatory global and regional workshops.

� Prepare zero draft, including identifying remaining gaps, together with stakeholders.

� Prepare draft of Main Messages (not more than 700 words) for approval and submission to DESA by 21 April 

2020.

� Carry out internal review of VNR, including quality control, allowing time for resolution of possibly 

contentious issues.

� Establish comment period and circulate draft to relevant government officials.

� Provide opportunity for stakeholders to comment and integrate comments from all national actors and 

stakeholders to the greatest extent possible. 

� Edit the VNR and arrange for translation into English, if needed/desirable, and design and layout.

� Submit for endorsement and approval if required (for example to the Minister, Prime Minister, Cabinet).

� Transmit electronic copy of the VNR to DESA by 12 June 2020.

4. HLPF Presentation � Fill out questionnaire and return to DESA (deadline will be indicated) for information on HLPF presentation.

� Inform DESA of preferred presentation format (panel / individual), presenter, and composition of delegation.

� Produce visual materials for the VNR presentations. Deadlines for submission of audiovisual materials to 

DESA will be indicated.

� Select key messages for VNR presentation, with time limit scheduled for that year in mind.
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Other 

opportunities 

at the HLPF

General Debate

VNR Labs 

Side Events

Exhibitions

Special Events

Bilateral meetings



Resources

• Voluntary National Review Database 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.or
g/vnrs/

• VNR Synthesis Reports (2019 [coming
soon]| 2018 | 2017 | 2016)

• VNR Handbook – 2019 edition [AR] 
[EN] [FR] [2020 edition coming soon]



Thank you!


