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SDG indicators data availability in the 
Arab region

Reporting is encouraged according to the SDG Indicators Framework

A quick look at the UN SDG Indicators shows us that there are 244 global 

indicators (232 unique ones), with the following Tiers 

(https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/iaeg-sdgs/tier-classification/):

- Tier I: 104 indicators, 

- Tier II: 89 indicators,

- Tier III: 33 indicators

- 6 indicators have multiple Tiers

Global SDG Database Indicator database is available at: 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/

Looking at data availability in the Arab region: less than half of those are available 

for the Arab region in the last decade, with variations between countries.
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SDG indicators data availability in the 
Arab region by SDG
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Lack of disaggregated data (sex, age, urban/rural) also remains a challenge
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How Arab countries plan to address 
the data gap (according to VNRs)

• Improving statistical capacity of institutions and individuals 

• Improving the quality and frequency of data and its collection

• Strengthening coordination and information sharing between 

different parts of the government and national statistical systems

• Creating and strengthening centralized statistical databases

• Developing and supporting new and innovative data sources 

(e.g. big data)

What seems to be missing, is a commitment to disaggregation of data (SDG 17.18).
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Examples

• Hungary VNR 2018 mentions an 

online data portal: 

https://www.ksh.hu/sdg_eng

• An interactive website where 

information on key global indicators 

can be found regarding all SDGs, 

but also information on a variety of 

national indicators

• To the right is a visual 

representation for promotional 

purposes, but the value added lies 

in the accessible online database
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Examples

• Ghana recently launched its SDG portal: it lists all SDG data progress, within 

SDG data situation, and also situation by indicator, and allows for downloads: 

e.g. of education:

• https://sustainabledevelopment-ghana.github.io/
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Examples

• Turkey 2019 VNR
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Examples

• France online, according to their national indicators: 

https://www.insee.fr/fr/statistiques/2654937?sommaire=2654964
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Examples

• Ethiopia 2017 VNR
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Examples

• Cambodia 2019 VNR
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Examples

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 2019 

VNR
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Some suggestions for the new 
generation of VNRs

- What is being reported needs to be clear and visually accessible

- Include a simple description or explanatory text

- Use simple language and accessible numbers

- Include clear references under tables and figures

- Use dashboards and radial charts when showing 

achievements/progress over several areas

- Use infographs

- Utilize maps when presenting subnational data

- Use network graphs for interlinkages
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Thank you


