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The Unfinished Sanitation Agenda 

SDG 6.2 

 End open defecation for 25 million mainly in Sudan, Yemen, 
Somalia, Morocco, and Mauritania. 

 Leave No One Behind- extend  sanitation services to 19% (74 
million) mainly in Sudan, Yemen, Somalia, Morocco, Egypt and Iraq. 

 Manage  sanitation safety: only 29% have safely managed 
sanitation services. 

 Improve reporting on sanitation safety: only on 15 countries it was 
possible to report on safely managed sanitation. 

 Reduce urban/rural inequalities: most of people practicing open 
defecation live in rural areas; 10% of the population in urban areas 
versus 31% of rural lack basic sanitation; most of people using safely 
managed sanitation services live in urban areas. 



The Unfinished Drinking Water Agenda 

SDG 6.1
 Leave No One Behind - extend   drinking water service to 13% (51 

million) mainly in Sudan, Yemen, Morocco, Somalia, Iraq and Algeria. 

 Accelerate  and sustain progress towards 2030 universal basic water: 

progress is too slow in 10 countries and slightly decreasing in 3 countries. 

 Manage drinking water safety:  Basic water services are not 

necessarily safely managed. 

 Reduce urban/rural inequalities: 6% of the population in urban areas 

versus 23% in rural areas still lacks even a basic drinking water service. 

 Improve monitoring of SDG 6.1:  only in 7 countries it was possible to 

report on safely managed water services



SANITATION COVERAGE 

SDG 6.2

 81% have at least basic 

sanitation

 Only 29% use safely 

managed sanitation 

 19% (74 M) lack basic 

sanitation 

 6% (24 M) practice open 

defecation in rural  areas

 31% rural vs. 10% urban 

areas lack basic service 

 Safely managed service 

available in urban areas



74 million (19%) lacked 

a basic sanitation service



6% (24 million) still practiced 

open defecation 



Sanitation Coverage 

SDG 6.2 
• Reporting on safely managed sanitation services was possible in only 15 

countries



Safely Managed Sanitation in Iraq (2015)

While 86% used basic sanitation, only 32% are safely managed



Drinking water coverage

SDG 6.1

 87% of the population used 

basic water services

 It was not possible to derive  

a  regional figure for safely 

managed water services 

because estimates were 

available for only 7 countries

 Rural/urban disparities: 23% 

rural vs. 6% in urban areas 

lack basic water services



51 million (13%) lacked access 

to  basic drinking water service



Drinking water coverage

Estimates of safely managed water services were available for only 7 countries



Safely Managed Drinking water in Lebanon 

(2015)

While 92% used improved water service, only 48% are safely managed 



Progress towards universal basic water 

2030
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ROLES, RESPONSIBILTIES 

& DATA FLOW for SDG6



Announcements & a Question

 WHO,  July 2018:   Regional Training workshop on 

monitoring SDG 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3.1 Targets. 

 Who are the national focal points for reporting on SDG 

target 6.1, 6.2, and 6.3.1?

– National statistics office 

– Line ministries (water, sanitation and health)










