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Introduction

++ The majority of Arab countries rely on
shared surface and groundwater resources
for most of their freshwater.

+ 9 of 22 member States of LAS rely on
water from rivers that originate outside the
Arab region.

+ The avallability of freshwater is declining
due to increased consumption, development
demands, inefficient use of water, and
climate change.

+ There is an Incentive for ESCWA
member States to look into global, regional,
basin and bilateral legal frameworks to
improve shared water resources
management and ensure equitable access
to international watercourses and
transboundary aquifers.
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A. United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of

International Watercourses

Adopted by the General Assembly in
1997, entered into force in 2014.

Ratified by 8 Arab States (Syrian Arab
Republic, Jordan, Lebanon, Irag, Qatar,
Tunisia, Morocco, Palestine).

The entry into force is an important
milestone to promote cooperation on
international watercourse management.

Does not cover non-renewable
groundwater resources and no mention
of water scarcity or water security.

Differences in legal opinions remain
regarding the rule of customary
international law, even when codified in
conventions, particularly in the absence
of enforcement mechanisms.
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B. Draft Articles on the Law of
Transboundary Aquifers

General Assembly adopted non-binding
resolution 63/124 on the draft articles in
2008.

Under resolution 66/104 in 2011, the
General Assembly called on States to
make appropriate bilateral or regional
arrangements for the proper
management of their transboundary

aquifers, taking into account the provisions

of the draft articles.

In resolution 68/118 in 2013, the General
Assembly commended the draft articles
as guidance for the preparation of
bilateral or regional agreements and

arrangements for the proper management

of transboundary aquifers.

It is due to take up the matter again at its
seventy-first session in September 2016.
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www.waterinventory org

of Inventory to inform further research in

region.
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A. Mainstreaming Shared Water
Resources Management in
Sustainable Development

(a) ESCWA Water Development Report 6
on Water, Energy and Food Security
in the Arab Region, with a chapter on
the water-energy-food nexus as it
relates to some of the region’s shared
surface and groundwater resources.

(b) Arab Climate Change Assessment
Report, in the framework of RICCAR,
with a chapter on climate change
projections and analysis of extreme
events and potential impact on the
region’'s major shared surface-water
basins.

» Shared basin-level analysis
requested at the 9t session of the
AMWC Technical Scientific Advisory
Committee (Doha, May 2014) and as
part of the report’s outline to the
Committee during its tenth session
(Cairo, January 2015).
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A. Mainstreaming Shared water
resources Management in

Sustainable Development (cont’d)

(c) Horizon 2030 Report on Shared Water
Resources, which is planned as part of
a series of Horizon 2030 outlook reports
in the ESCWA work programme for the
2016-2017 biennium;

(d) The Arab Sustainable Development
Report, which is being used for
preparations and negotiations on the
post-2015 development agenda in the
region.

> Targets proposed by the Open Working
Group on the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), being
used as a basis for negotiations by the
General Assembly, include a proposal to
“implement integrated water resources
management at all levels, including
through transboundary cooperation as
appropriate’ by 2030.
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B. Proposals for Future Work

«+ ESCWA invites the 11th session of the
Committee on Water Resources to advise
on further areas of work that it would like the
secretariat to pursue on shared water
resources management in the light of the
recent developments in this field.

++ Specifically, the Committee is invited to
advise on how it would like the secretariat to
pursue work related to:

0 The United Nations Watercourses
Convention,

U The ECE Water Convention,

0 The Draft Framework Convention on
Shared Water Resources in the Arab
Region,

L Bilateral or basin-level technical
assistance or capacity-building support
on shared water resources management
for ESCWA Member States.
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THANK YOU
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