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The Nexus Dialogue Programme: Main Objective

The Nexus Regional Dialogues Programme supports regions –such as the MENA- in

the realization of the water, energy and food security nexus; achieve supply

security for water, energy and food for individual human beings while ensure

sustainable resource use of the related resources (water, energy, soil).



4Seite 

The Nexus Dialogue Programme: Phases

Phase I as preparation for Phase II:

Phase I: 01.01.2016 – 31.12.2018 (5 Mio. € )

Phase II: from 2018 onwards (> 60 Mio. €)

Proposal of Nexus oriented project list (infrastructure) to be financed by

Phase II (EU funds of 20 Mio EUR, target of 60 Mio EUR by mobilizing

additional funds from further donors.
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Global Nexus Secretariat (GNS)

• The Global NEXUS Secretariat (GNS) is a support platform for the development
of the Regional Nexus Dialogues.

• The GNS ensures coordination and coherence between the different Regional
Dialogue’s components, and implementation of horizontal tasks.

• Supports partner organizations in the implementation (e.g. annotation of
proposals for quality control and coherence).

• Stimulates exchange and mutual learning across the regional dialogues.

• Formulation of a global Nexus synthesis on the basis of regional analyses.

• Organization of participation in conferences, workshops etc.

• Publications, brochures etc.
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Nexus Dialogues Programme – Main Pillars

1. Knowledge exchange Between Nexus Regional Dialogues.

2. Human Capacity Development.

3. Nexus Resource Platform.

4. Country Studies and Pilot Projects.
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1. Knowledge exchange Between Nexus Regional Dialogues

• Ensure exchange with other NEXUS dialogue donor countries, other NEXUS 

implementers like UFM or GWP- to foster knowledge exchange, coordination 

and coherence. 

• Support implementation of the NRD components, coordination with the 

NEXUS Secretariat and support of regional representatives of NRD.

• Support the engagement of relevant sub-regional institutions and national 

governments (NEXUS champions) to foster endorsement of the main outputs 

of the NRD process.
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The Nexus Regional Dialogues in 4 regions

• MENA:
- LAS – League of Arab States – Implementation: GIZ

• Latin America (Andean Region):
- CEPAL – Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean –

Implementation: GIZ
• Africa:

- SADC – Implementation: Global Water Partnership GWP
- NBA - Niger Basin Authority – Implementation: GIZ 

• Central Asia (Aral Sea Region) – in preparation:
- IFAS – International Fund for the Aral Sea – Implementation: CAREC –
Central Asia Regional Economic Commission

• Additional through different funding strategies: 
- Asia: MRC - Mekong River Commission
- Africa: NBI - Nile Basin Initiative
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The Nexus Regional Dialogues in the MENA Region

• Support LAS as the main counterpart in the MENA Region in all essential components.

• Implement the regional Nexus Dialogues in cooperation with LAS  as well as other 

stakeholders.
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The Nexus Regional Dialogues in the MENA Region

• Prepared 6 policy briefs with GIZ/ ACCWaM program.
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2. Human Capacity Development

• Target group : Ministerial Level, Focal Points, Training of Trainers (40 trainees  from 5 

regions= 200 trainees). 

• Support compilation of a list of (potential) NEXUS experts in the MENA Region. And 

develop a region-specific NEXUS Training Module for the Arab region. 

• “TOT” for regional or national experts (in coordination with regional org. and national 

governments). 

• Piloting: Jordan, first half of 2017.
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Human Capacity Development

• Development of a HCD framework, adopted to the regional context (in Dec 2016).

1. Formulation of German and European Nexus case studies with the aim to transfer 

lessons learnt to the Nexus Dialogues regions (regulatory perspective as well as 

different levels of planning).

2. Discussion of Nexus Policies for the MENA region (PBs).

3. Design of Nexus oriented investments into infrastructure, institutions and individuals 

in the Mena Region.
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3. The Nexus Resource Platform
www.water-energy-food.org

• New – extended concept: The NRP is the central global Nexus Information Hub.

• More dedicated articels are and will be published. 

• Awareness rising: re nexus issues:  continued increase in unique visitors.

• Connects scientists with practitioners.
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MENA Region on the Nexus Resource Platform 

• Regional sub sites to publish special regional information about the region and (partly) 
in the regional language (Arabic, Spanish) Specific Nexus sites for MENA and LA.

• Nexus country profiles: Egypt- Sudan-…

• Publish fact sheets 

• Mainstreaming Nexus products: Policy briefs,……
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Arabic version on the Nexus Resource Platform 

Arabic content
Arabic Nexus glossary
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4. Country Studies and Pilot Projects

• Carry out two NEXUS country assessments to identify suitable NEXUS opportunities-
Identified Tunisia and Sudan.

• Carry out up to two small NEXUS pilot study projects- Identified starting points for 
Nexus-Pilot projects -Solar Energy Farming Jordan (Building on ACCWaM studies).

• Carry out one regional Nexus study, in cooperation with ACCWaM.

• Carry out a regional NEXUS Action plan (involvement of 4 countries at least). In 
cooperation with ACCWaM- To be realized after  national case studies (Nexus 
action plans for phase II).
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Solar Energy Farming- Pilot Study Project in Jordan

Initiated by ACCWaM in the Azraq Basin in Jordan, 
which was covered by vast wetlands until the early 
1990s, but both man-made and natural impacts, 
such as climate change, caused severe depletion of 
this basin.

ACCWaM ventured into the possibility to substitute 
irrigated agriculture with solar energy-based power 
generation as an income generating activity, 
ultimately reducing groundwater abstraction. 

The project was supported by the Jordanian 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation.
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Solar Energy Farming- Pilot Study Project in Jordan

Solar energy farming is environmentally friendly as it:

(a) contributes to increasing the share of renewable energies, hence reducing CO2 
emissions; 

(b) preserves groundwater resources as it creates sources of income other than irrigated 
farming and 

(c) is an important element in climate change adaptation.

This innovation was intensively researched and consulted with the different actors, but 
was not implemented. 
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A Nexus SEF initiative proposed by the NDP

• A small scale SEF initiative is proposed by the NDP building on the studies and research 
undertaken by the ACCWaM project. This initiative has been proposed as a model for 
implementing the Water- Energy- Food Nexus approach, regarding the increasing 
requirements for drinking water-the energy farming offering an alternative water-
friendly income opportunity to replace conventional farming, reducing excessive 
groundwater abstraction by the agricultural sector.

• Proposing an institutional environment enabling the successful implementation of the 
project.

• Proposing a business model for implementing the project- MWI-MoE-private sector-
NGOs- farmers. 
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Next Steps of Nexus Dialogue Programme

• Exchange knowledge on Nexus between different regions (mainly MENA and LAC).

• Create synergies and joint actions between organizations and countries working on 

Nexus in MENA.

• Develop executive outlines of country assessments, pilot study projects and 

capacity development, in consultation with countries, experts, and partner 

organizations.

• Invite other partners (Donors, regional and International organizations) to join and 

be part of the Nexus Dialogue Programme: local, regional and global; academic, 

practitioners, civil society interested in participating are welcome.
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Thank You


