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At its 46th session in March 2015, held in New York during the period 3-6 March 2015, the
UN Statistical Commission of the United Nations recommends the ECOSOC to draft a resolution
on the implementation of the 2020 round of Population and Housing censuses (2014-2025). In June
2015, the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) adopted a resolution entitled
"2020 World Population and Housing Census Programme” to encourage Member States to
implement the population and housing censuses at least once during the period 2015-2024,
emphasizing on the importance of the preparation stage for the censuses (budget, coverage,
dissemination and data accessibility for different parties in order to benefit from its result in the
development plans and studies). Moreover, the ECOSOC stresses on the countries’ need to
implement the quality standards adopted worldwide. Furthermore, it emphasizes the importance of
the 2020 World Census Programme for sustainable development planning, especially in the context
of the post-2015 development agenda’.

Besides, at its 11" session in Amman in February 2015, the ESCWA Statistical Committee
asked ESCWA and its member countries to revive the Task Force on Population and Housing in the
Arab countries. The Committee asked ESCWA to coordinate the Task Force activities in
cooperation with international and regional related organizations to assist the Arab countries to
implement their population census during the period 2015-2024.

It should be noted that the Arab countries formed a Task Force Team for the 2010 round of
censuses, which include the period (2005-2014), and the team has completed its work in 20009.
Between 2011 and 2013, ESCWA organized 3 regional meetings on population and housing
censuses and prepared a study entitled “age reporting in selected Arab censuses of population™ .
Also, ESCWA designed a webpage related to different topics of Population and Housing censuses
in the Arab region®. During the above mentioned meetings and mainly during the ESCWA
Statistical Committee, countries expressed their interest in following up alternative methodologies
and procedures for the censuses in a way to reduce financial cost and increase quality.

Arab countries and mainly the Gulf Cooperation Council countries (GCC) stated their
interest to undertake population censuses by using administrative records registers, while other
Arab countries are exploring the possibilities to make use of registers in data collection or in data
evaluation during the 2020 round.

In population round 2010, most of the Arab countries conducted a population or more, while
the stalled implementation of censuses in other countries such as Irag, Syria and Yemen, while
Lebanon remained without a census since 1932. Arab countries that have conducted censuses by
adopting different methodologies, data collection and entry, analysis and dissemination varied from
one country to another, since that the direct methods used for the collection through papers or
electronic forms while they use of the Internet to collect data was limited. While administrative
records were not used in the collection of census data except Bahrain.

! http://unstats.un.org/unsd/ecosoc_2020wp.htm
2 http://www.escwa.un.org/information/pubaction.asp?PublD=1457
® http://www.escwa.un.org/sites/aphc/index.asp


http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/docs/2015-6-Censuses-E.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015

In the census round 2010, according to a study published by UNSD, about 10 percent of the
responding countries indicated that administrative registers were their main methodology for
collecting data in the population census®. Some countries used more than one source of data
(sample survey, pre-existing administrative records, administrative registers and ad hoc surveys
specifically conducted for the census) to collect certain topics in population census. Out of 56
countries that used more than one source of data, 26 countries used administrative registers to get
data on some census topics.

In this context, ESCWA is undertaking a study of the potential use of administrative
registers in collecting data for population and housing censuses in the Arab countries. The study
will shed light on the practice of the member countries and some countries from Europe in suing
registers during the last census round and the potential of using the registers in the round 2020. The
output of the study will be discussed during the census to be held in Amman during 8-9 November
2015.

To this end, upon the requests of the Arab countries, the UN organizes (UNFPA and UN-
ESCWA) in collaboration with Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics (AITRS) the
first meeting for the Task Force Team of the 2020 round population and housing censuses for the
Arab countries, in Amman during the period 8-9 November 2015.

A. Objectives
Main objectives of the meeting:

a) Discuss the alternatives methods for the census, with special emphasis on the possibility
to use the administrative records in the Arab countries;

b) Present the challenges and opportunities related to the use of new technologies during the
different steps of the census;

c) Discuss other issues related to census round 2020;

d) Discuss the role of the Task Force Team of the population and housing census in the Arab
countries as well as it plan of action during the 2020 Round census.

Expected outcomes:
1- A study on the census implementation through the use of administrative records:
challenges and opportunities
2- A report highlighting the challenges faced by the countries in the alternative methods
and possibility of censuses’ implementation through the use of administrative records as
well as through the use of new technologies in the different steps of the census. The
report will include the outlines of a future plan of action suggested for the task force

B. Participants
- Directors population and housing census from national statistical offices or delegates

- Regional experts
- Experts from Census US Bureau
- Experts from UNFPA

* http://unstats.un.org/unsd/censuskb20/Attachment494.aspx



C. Documents
a) Experts’ papers and countries’ presentations.

D. Language
The language of the workshop will be in English and Arabic. Interpretation is not available during the

meeting.

E. Venue and time of the workshop
The meeting will be held during the period of 8-9 November 2015 at Days Inn Hotel — (Al Rabyah
Area, Oman Bin Abdel Aziz Street) in Amman - Jordan

F. Administrative arrangements
1- Requirements: Participants are requested to:
- Make own arrangements for a visa to Jordan (if needed)
- Fill registration form and send it with a copy of valid passport to Ms. Zeian Sinno at the
following e-mail: sinnoz@un.org,

2- Accommodation: Days Inn Hotel
3- AITRS is responsible for the logistics and administrative arrangements related to this meeting.
For further inquiries, kindly contact Mr. Suhail Saleh at the following e-mail: Suhail@aitrs.org

G. For further information, contact:

Mr. Ismail Lubbad
Demographer / Statistician
Statistics Division
UN-ESCWA

Tel :+961 1978 358

Fax : + 9611981 510
E-mail: lubbad@un.org
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mailto:lubbad@un.org‎
mailto:lubbad@un.org‎
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