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Capacity Building Workshop- Revisiting Jordan's Agriculture Strateqy to achieve Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Amman, Jordan, 3-4 March 2020

l.  Background

Agriculture development is a strategic tool to reduce poverty and food insecurity, increase employment in remote
areas, and improve natural resources' efficiency and productivity. Supporting smallholders to enhance their access
to markets, to improve their skills, and to increase their production while protecting the environment (soil, water,
air, and biodiversity) is core to achieve specific SDGs' targets. Mainstreaming SDGs into national policies requires
designing institutional based and process-oriented frameworks that help stakeholders to define gaps and prioritize
actions to achieve a positive change right across the 2030 Agenda. Population increase, scare natural resources,
and low resiliency of agriculture systems urge policy makers to adapt production systems and design context-

based strategies to improve food security and promote local economic development.

Jordan, with extremely limited natural resources, faces enormous challenges in achieving a progress in SDGs'
related to sustainable agriculture and food security. The Ministry of Agriculture is in the process of revising its
agriculture strategy to prioritize its contribution to achieve specific SDGs' targets. The Ministry planned to validate
a primary list of selected targets in order to mainstream them into the strateqy. Bringing stakeholders together

helps in developing targeted programs and policies with shared inclusive responsibilities, in connecting various



SDGs goals and targets under specific themes, in measuring and monitoring progress in targets through a unified

approach, and in mitigating policy and implementation constraints to enable a positive change.

Il.  Objectives of the Workshop

Within this context, The Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture and ESCWA are organizing a capacity building workshop
on 3-4 March 2020 in Amman, Jordan. The aim of this workshap is to provide guidance on mainstreaming SDGs into
Jordan's national agriculture and food security policies based on the theoretical and empirical overview of main
stakeholders. The workshop will inform the revision of the strateqy under specific themes and structure the way

the Ministry of Agriculture will approach core challenges.

The discussions will produce key messages with clear orientations on how the agriculture strategy and food
security priorities are contributing on the short and medium terms to the achievement of priority and specific
SDGs' goals and targets in Jordan. The workshop will unify and centralize the process and methods of measurement

and give recommendations for stakeholders on joint programming and implementation.
The specific objectives of the workshop are:

o Agree on a final list of SDGs' targets that the Ministry of Agriculture will work to achieve by 2025 within the
timeframe of the current strategy (20(6-2025). This includes the baseline data and the method of
measurement with lead stakeholders

o Developing the capacity of government officials in planning, mainstreaming, and localizing SDGs related to
agriculture and food security

o Discuss the challenges of agriculture marketing and scaling-up innovative production technologies in Jordan
and propose context-based recommendations that the Ministry of Agriculture can take to facilitate and tailor
the support under bath pillars

o Validate the timeframe of the strateqy development and organize the contribution and participation of various

stakeholders

lll.  Participants

Participants in the workshop include agriculture professionals/experts from the MOA and other line ministries

involved in or may influence the way agriculture and food might contribute to SDGs achievement in Jordan such as



the MOPIC, Ministry of Water and Irrigation, Higher Council for Science and Technology, National Agriculture
Research Center, Directorate of cooperatives, etc. UN specialized organizations and local organizations mandated
to implement and monitor SDGs related to agriculture and food will be invited to participate and contribute in this

workshaop.

IV.  Organization of the workshop
A. Date and Venue

The workshop will be held during 3-4 March 2020 at Kempinski Hotel in Amman, Jordan. Participants are kindly
requested to arrive at 8:30 am on Tuesday, 3 March 2020 to register for the workshop which will promptly start
at 3:00 am with the opening session. The meeting will conclude on Wednesday, 4 March 2020 at 16:00 pm

B. Language of the sessions
The workshop will be conducted in Arabic and English languages

C. Registration
Invited participants are kindly requested to submit their completed workshop registration form (attached) before

28 February 2020

D. Correspondence
Inquiries and completed registration forms should be submitted to the following officials:

Mrs. Nada Fraihat Mr. Moneem Murrah
Head of Organizations Division - Agreements and International Administrative Assistant
Development SDPD/ESCWA

Ministry of Agriculture, Amman, Jordan Beirut, Lebanon

Tel : + 962 772247600 Tel:  +3611978 525

E-mail:  sps@moa.gov.jo E-mail . murrahm(@un.org
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