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In memory of

Ralf Klingbeil

It is with great sadness that we share with you news of the passing of our former ESCWA colleague,
Ralf Klingbeil on 18 February 2021.

Ralf received his PhD in Hydrogeology in 1999 and joined the Bundesanstalt fiir Geowissenschaften
und Rohstoffe (BGR) [Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources] in 2001. He then
served as the BGR Project Coordinator at ESCWA on a BGR-GTZ project providing advisory
services and technical advice to member States on water from 2003-2004, before returning to
Germany. He then joined ESCWA to serve as Regional Advisor for Water from 2009-2016, where he
supported member States on water and environment and coordinated the work of the Arab
Integrated Water Resources Management Network (AWARENET). He then returned to BGR, where
he continued his work on groundwater resources in Hannover, Germany.

As one of his colleagues said, despite living in Hannover his heart and mind were still in the Middle
East and especially in Lebanon, which was a second home to him. He closely followed the news and
developments from the region and remained engaged in water and environment projects and
research in ESCWA and many countries in the region. He enjoyed professional discussions with
water professionals, young and old from all walks of life and took a particular interest in supporting
young water professionals and researchers. He was always a step ahead in digging new information
and liked to help and connect people to advance research and knowledge on the water agenda. He
will be greatly missed by those who knew him notably for his insights and knowledge but also his
openness, critical wit, humor and friendliness. May he rest in peace.

Ralf leaves behind his wife Dima, his teenage children Yara and Jad. Our sympathies go out to
them!

Condolences can be sent to his wife, Dr. Dima Faour-Klingbeil at dima.faour@gmail or by
mobile/WhatsApp at +49 172 264 9835.
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Water self-sufficiency
>1,700m?/person/year
(Mauritania)

Water stress
1,000-1,700 m3/person/year
(Comoros, Irag, Somalia)

Water scarcity
500-1,000 m¥/person/year
(Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco,
the Syrian Arab Republic, the Sudan)
86% .
Water absolute scarcity
<500 m¥/person/year
(Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan,
Kuwait, Libya, Oman,
the State of Palestine, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia,
the United Arab Emirates, Yemen) !
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