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Voluntary National Reviews can offer a
platform

Voluntary

encourage reporting and include developed and developing countries

State-led

country driven reviews of progress at national and sub-national levels

Platform for partnerships

including through the participation of major groups and other relevant
stakeholders

Learning experience

facilitate the sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons
learned, part of a process

National circumstances

reviews in accordance with national circumstances, policies and priorities,
together with relevant partners

Open, Inclusive, Transparent

Facilitates communication with all stakeholders




A Community of Practice is Building

So far: 17 reports from 16 countries. Soon: 21 reports from 19 countries
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EGYPT’'S
VOLUNTARY NATIONAL

REVIEW 2018
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TOWARDS SAUDI ARABIA'S
SUSTAINABLE TOMORROW

First Voluntary National Review
2018 - 1439 000
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Austria
Barbados

Bolivia

Brunei Darussalam

Bulgaria

Chad

Comoros

Democratic Rep of Korea

Democratic Rep of the

Congo
Gambia

Kyrgyz Republic

Liberia

Libya

2020 VNRs - 51 countries

Malawi

Micronesia
Mozambique

North Macedonia
Papua New Guinea
Republic of Moldova
Russian Federation

St. Vincent and the
Grenadines
Solomon Islands

Syrian Arab
Republic
Trinidad and Tobago

Ukraine
Uzbekistan

Zambia

Argentina
Armenia
Bangladesh
Belize

Benin

Chad

Costa Rica

Cote d’lvoire
Ecuador
Finland
Georgia

Honduras

India

Lesotho
Monaco
Morocco
Nepal
Niger
Panama
Peru

Samoa
Seychelles
Slovenia

Uganda

Zimbabwe
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Decade of Action: Still so much work to achieve:

Economic growth but not everywhere and for
everyone

Environmental destruction continues
Climate change continues

Rising inequality

Human rights challenged

Less commitment to multilateralism globally
Continued civil strife and domestic wars



Knowledge base for working in the Decade of Action

Two global reports:

1. Annual SDG Progress Report
(and traffic light chart)

2. Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR)
(quadriennial)



1. SDG Report 2019 — main global findings

* Increasing inequality among and within countries

* young people are more likely to be unemployed
than adults;

 women and girls still face barriers to achieving
equality.

e 2018 was the fourth warmest year on
record. 20197

* extreme poverty down from 36% in 1990 to 8.6% in
2018, but decelerating (conflicts and disasters).

* Global hunger again on the rise.



Global findings — regional context

Sustainable Development Goals Progress Chart 2019

This first Sustainable Development Goals progress chart presents a snapshot of progress
made at the global and regional levels towards selected targets under all Goals of the
2030 Agenda. It is based on a limited number of indicators and information available
as of September 2019, The progress chart presents two types of information: progress
made towards the target in stoplight colours, and the current level of development in the
specific area in text in each box. For most indicators, the latest available data used for the
assessment refer to 2017 or 2018, and the baseline year is 2015. For a few indicators for
which the |atest available data are from 2015 or 2016, a baseline year of 2010 or 2011 is
used instead.

The progress chart provides an overview of global and regional trends towards the
achieverment of the Sustainable Development Goals and helps readers to visualize where
we are and the levels of progress, based on some of the indicators, towards targets and
Goals. However, data gaps and challenges still hinder a more comprehensive picture of
levels and trends. Moreover, trends are particularly difficult to determine when there is no
numerical target explicitly stated.

The chart was prepared in collaboration with many of the international agencies that are
responsible for the compilation of the indicators at the international level. As more data be-
come available, the methodology used for the progress chart will be revised and updated.

Morthern Eastern and Latin America Europe and
Sub-Saharan Africa and Central and South-Eastern and the Australia and Northern
Goals and Targets World Africa Western Asia  Southern Asia Asia Caribbean MNew Zealand Oceania* America

Goal 1 | End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Eradicate extreme poverty
for all people everywhere'

moderate
poverty

Achieve substantial social

protection coverage®

End hunger

End stunting in children under 5§
years of age

Increase government investment in
agriculture

Goal 3 | Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Increase the coverage of births
attended by skilled health personnel
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coverage
high very high

End preventable deaths of children
under 5 years of age
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THE FUTURE
IS NOW

SCIENCE FOR ACHIEVING
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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Global Sustainable
Development Report 2019

Four levers towards transformative pathways

Governance
Economy and finance

Individual and collective action

i A\ =

Science and technology

Six entry points

Human well-being and capabilities
Sustainable and just economies

Food systems and nutrition patterns

Energy decarbonization and universal access

Urban and peri-urban development
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Global environmental commons



LEVERS

ENTRY POINTS FOR TRANSFORMATION

Human
well-being
and
capabilities

Sustainable
and just

eronomies

Energy
decarbonization
with universal
access

Urban
and
peri-urban
development

< environmental

Commons
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Global Sustainable
Development Report 2019

Eight action areas

Strengthening human well-being and capabilities
Shifting towards sustainable and just economies

Building sustainable food systems and healthy nutrition
patterns

4. Achieving energy decarbonization with universal access to
energy

Promoting sustainable urban and peri-urban development
Securing the global environmental commons
Science and technology for sustainable development

® N o U

Not incremental change but transformation



REFRESHER — THE LADDER OF PARTICIPATION

01

Inform

One-way
communication,
where governments
inform stakeholders
of their plans for
implementation
and review of the
2030 Agenda

02

Consult

Government
presents plans and
options for
implementation
and review of the
2030 Agenda, and
receives feedback
from stakeholders.

03

Involve

Stakeholders are
meaningfully
engaged with

governments in

generating plans
and options for

implementation

and review of the

2030 Agenda.

Action plans based
on decisions that
arise from this

04

Collaborate

Governments and
stakeholders decide
together on the
implementation
and review of the
2030 Agenda. This
is long-term,
complex and
demanding,
requiring resources.

05

Empower

Final decision
making placed in the
hands of the
stakeholders.
Stakeholders
collectively decide
what should be
implemented.




Handbook for the VNRs
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A%, HIGH-LEVEL POLITICAL FORUM
%™ ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Thank you!

Joop Theunissen
theunissen@un.org
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United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs
26 February 2020




