


Temperature:
•The global mean temperature for 2020 was 1.2 °C above the 1850–1900 baseline 
(Figure 1), which places 2020 as one of the three warmest years on record globally.
•Globally, the warmest year on record to date is 2016.

Temperature anomalies relative to the 1981–2010 long-term average from the ERA5 
reanalysis for 2020. Source: Copernicus Climate Change Service, European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF).



Total precipitation in 2020, expressed as a percentile of the 1951–2010 reference period. The shaded areas are 

those with precipitation totals in the driest 20% (brown) and wettest 20% (green) of years during the reference 

period

 The WMO precipitation anomaly expressed as percentile of the reference period show drier conditions

over central KSA regions.
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