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Introduction

This meeting aims to discuss the themes and priorities for action on pollution in the Middle East
and North Africa region to be reflected in the background paper for the 3™ United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA-3) that will be held in Nairobi from 4-6 December 2017, under
the theme “Towards a Pollution Free Planet”. The meeting was organised back to back and
immediately after the regional expert meeting on climate and air pollution in MENA region (22-
23 May 2017) and therefore took advantage of the presence of some 65 participants representing
governments, regional and international organisations, NGOs and the private sector. For this
consultation meeting, about 44 participants attended (list provided in Annex I).

The objective, the agenda (Annex II) and outcome of the
meeting was presented by Abdul-Majeid Haddad, Regional
Climate Change Coordinator, UN Environment West Asia
Office. It was emphasized that the informal nature of the
meeting so as to seek expert opinion on the draft
background pollution paper so that key priorities and
messages from the region are reflected in the paper. There
will be a series of formal inter-governmental negotiations
of the outcome document of UNEA-3.

Ms. Melanie Hutchinson, Regional Development
Coordinator, UN Environment West Asia, presented the
mandate of United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA), its process and procedures and highlighted the
rationale for the theme of “Towards Pollution-Free Planet”
in UNEA-3 that will take place 4-6 December 2017.
Pollution kills the dynamic surroundings, 100 million
people and threatens the future of our planet and thus there
is an urgent need for action and coordination and
cooperation to meet the challenge of pollution on multiple
levels; at global, regional and national levels. She also
introduced the timetable for the process of drafting a
declaration, the agenda and road map for the UNEA-3.

Ms. Fanny Demassieux, Coordinator, Environment UN&
and Health at the Economy Division of UN environment

Environment, introduced through Skype the draft
pollution background paper that will be presented
during UNEA-3. The presentation highlighted the ;T(‘)L\;\-;:lrds ad P':lollf.ltion Free {)J]EE; o
evidence of a polluted planet, the science, impacts e

and economic costs. It emphasized global
commitments to eliminate pollution as expressed in




Development Agenda 2030, Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Major pollution issues were presented in a tabular form of
physical/environment media and pollution sources. She concluded the presentation with a proposal
on a Framework for transition to a pollution free planet. All presentations are attached as Annex
IIT and Pollution paper table of content as Annex IV.

Questions from participants sought clarification on i) what impact the UNEA decisions will have
on UN Environment policies and priorities in the region after UNEA-3 decisions or declaration in
December 2017, ii) how the goal of reaching zero pollution can be achieved? It may not be realistic
from scientific point of view and iii) to what extent marine pollution and energy are considered,
and iv) what methods can be advised to Sudan to restrict the use of asbestos, lead and mercury.

Responses for the speakers clarified the process of developing the Programme of Work for UN
Environment and that the Medium-Term Strategy 2018-2021 and the POW 2018-2019 had been
approved. UNEA resolutions are added to the mandate of the UN Environment. They can be
implemented within the approved budget and POW or with additional resources. Each resolution
state its implementation arrangement and reporting. On achieving zero-pollution, the paper sets
transitional goals and targets upto 2030. Marine pollution and energy are considered in the paper
under the physical media and the sources, respectively. As for the question of Sudan, national laws
and regulations are needed to eliminate the use of these pollutants (asbestos, lead and mercury).
Mercury is subject to Minimata Convention. UN Environment can provide technical support to
developing countries in this regard.

Recommendations

Participants were divided into three Groups to encourage interactions, focused discussions and
maximize feedback on the background paper. To facilitate and focus the discussions, the Groups
were given the following set of questions/topics. Each Group was asked to nominate a facilitator
and a rapporteur to present in plenary the Group’s conclusions.

Questions Discussed by Each Group

e What is the current state of pollution in the region? Please identify its health, economic
and environmental impacts?

e What are the priorities for the different pollution types in the region? where to focus
geographically and environmentally

e What are the national, regional and global mechanisms to enhance cooperation to reach
a planet free from pollution?

e Do we have the knowledge, data and capabilities to deal with pollution - what are the
main obstacles?

e What is the important message to be included in any decision/declaration for the United
Nations Environment Assembly?




Synthesis of the Group Discussions
State of Pollution and Impacts

Pollution in the MENA region countries can vary due to sources and local conditions. Therefore it
is better to split MENA region to 3 different sub-regions (North Africa, Gulf, and Arab Mashreq
countries). Results of the different groups discussion is presented in the below table.

Sub-Region
Pollution North Africa | Gulf countries £ Ma.shreq
countries
Air pollution N N N
(transport, industry, dust)
Waste (domestic, industry, chemical) \ \ \
Sand and dust storms \ \
Sewage N N
Radioactive v
Mines \
Soil and land (agriculture,
desertification, salinization, solid \ \ \
waste dumping)

The different pollution types will definitely have negative impacts on public health, environment
and the economy such as air pollution, water pollution, marine pollution, global warming, reduced



crop yields, premature deaths, lower productivity per person with negative economic consequences
and food security problems.

Priorities of Pollution Type

Priorities for the different pollution types in the region are varying geographically for the different
countries and sub-regions. Based on the above table, it can be concluded that waste, Air and Soil
& land pollution are considered to be a common priority issues for the region. Strategy actions and
work plans require immediate focus based on country national circumstances.

Cooperation to Combat Pollution

National, Regional and Global mechanisms are needed to enhance cooperation to reach a planet
free from pollution. Existing mechanisms should be enhanced and utilized by countries. Adequate
funding necessary to implement programme and projects on pollution control. There is a need to
establish new regional center of excellence with a vision of pollution monitoring, modelling and
quality assurance. Technology transfer, education and public awareness, are also critical to
enhance cooperation on pollution. Applying quality assurance schemes such as ISO, Environment
Management System will help reduce/prevent pollution from the source.

Knowledge, Data and Capacities

We do have some knowledge (although not enough and incomplete for some countries) and
capabilities on the regional level but we need to enhance, update and raising capacities. Major
obstacles are: data accessibility, lack of political commitment, weak coordination and legislation
on data, and above all limited funding. The different types of pollution in the same area makes it
challenging to tackle it within a single project, especially sectoral level, therefore multi-sectoral
and comprehensive approaches are needed.

Key messages to UNEA-3 from the Region

The important message to be included in any decision/declaration for the United Nations
Environment Assembly should emphasize the science and policy interaction, the political will,
support technology transfer and capacity building programs, demonstrating of successful examples
and exchange of expertise and the anticipated technical and financial support for the countries in
the region.
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Annex 11

Meeting Agenda

Wednesday 24 May 2017

Regional Consultation Meeting on Pollution
Introduction: Abdul-Majeid Haddad (UN Environment West Asia Office)

09:00 - 09:30 UN Environment Assembly — Themes and Processes, Melanie Hutchinson (UN
Environment West Asia Office)

Introduction of Pollution Paper by UN Environment, Fanny Demassieux (UN

09:30-10:30 .

Environment)
10:30-11.00 Coffee Break

Facilitated Group Discussions on the themes and priorities for actions on pollution in the
11:00- 13:00 Region (Abdul-Majeid Haddad)

Recommendations
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Particulato Nitrates Nitrates Nitrates Polychlorinated
Matter Nutrients (phosphates) Toxic waste Heavy metals biphenyls

LPERS L LN Hazardous chemicals (including oll,  Pharmaceutical Persistent organic
Nitrogen Endocrine disrupting plastics) $ pollutants
oxides chemicals Perchloroethylene
Sulphur Heavy metals Tetrachloroethylene
dioxide Pharmaceuticals Radioactive waste

E-waste, food waste; wastewater; municipal solid waste; open-buming; plastics;
harzardous; construction and demolition
Fuel use and-supply; engine emissions; road: tires, surface; shipping; aviation
Combustion plants; fossil fuels; biomass
Tourism; hospitals; water; retail
[LCTEH Chemicals; Pharmaceuticals; Extractives; Agriculture; Forestry; Fisheries

UL Bulldings; households; mobility

1 - o ) 1

UN Environment Website: hitp://web.unep org/

About the 2017 UN Environment Assembly:

hitp://web. .org/about/cpr/] sed-themes-2017-un-environment-assembl
UN Environment Civil Society Website:

http://web.unep .org/about/majorgrou

Stakeholder Engagement Policy: htips.//goo.glgquPtnW




2. Melanie Hutchinson
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The Third United Nations
Environment Assembly

UN Environment Headquarters
Nairobi, Kenya
4-6 December 2017

Towards a Pollution Free Planet:

Reaching Agreement for
Decontamination of the world

" 1. The 2017 Assembly: Towards .&.; ,f,

Content

*}:

a Pollution Free Planet -ny‘f ﬁjz“
2. Agreement to remove o“- "R?@‘

pollution from the world °.];CIH@:‘:&"
and global commitments = Qa!-r.p‘..
3. Timetable for the process of ,{2‘

drafting a declaration -

- 4. Agenda and Road Map

\

Towards a Pollution Free Planet:
Reaching Agreement for Decontamination of the world

Fundamental Logic

lmpacl

Kkills the 1mmmmwmmmuw
mmmmummmmmm to meet
the challenge of pollution on multiple levels; nmwmmm

Momentum :
Based on the of the d session of the United Nati

y and with .
Goals ratified by all States, the strong to work 9 (
-~ United Nations Environment Assembly will consider g bid
in its third b prog and imp Latiam
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Towards a Pollution Free Planet:
Reaching Agreement for Decontamination of the world

Expected result:
. Mrmmmﬂmmw&mmmumm
. to avoid

*  Promote the creation of new jobs while
practices resources

g turning waste into and ]

. mmmﬂm private sector, ctizens and IOCIQMMIDCI.M up the planet
+ Findand forgreen 9 pacts growth
*  Planet-Free from poliution by 2030

The role of participation and companies:
Major mmm“mmm Ilg mm Plllﬂ Hmrm]ln&wnmm-pmm

for action on g and g P " and “restore and maintain the
natural rescurces”
Procedure:
The ag on “d plan” -mw:muemmwmm

 8ctors to take acto o
quﬁtg marine iter and black carbon

g specific actions on issues such as air

UN Environment Assembly - 3:
Towards a Pollution Free Planet

» Thematic Report “Pollution™: Air pollution, Marine pollution,
Land/soil pollution, Fresh water pollution, Chemical
pollution, Waste

» Governments and stakeholders requested to ake
commitments

» Global Major Groups and

Stakeholders Forum and Science-Policy
Forum prior to the 2017 Assembly
» Leadership Dialogue during the high level segment

Structure of the Thematic Report

+ Introduction

+ Section 1= Evidence of a polluted planet: the science, impacts and economic costs

¥ Air; marine and coastal; land and soil; freshwarer; cross-cutting sources: chemicals and
waite

¥ Economic costs

« Section 2- A Pollution Free Planet: Agenda 2030 and Mulil 1 Envi 1

Agrecments

¥ Achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and SDGs
¥ Concerted actions through mulnlateral and reg; 1 al

-
¥ Economic benefits of action on pollution

« Section3- A Fr k for T ition to a Pollution Free Planet
v Glpl
¥ Prnciples

¥ Kev system wide areas of change (actions and enablers)
¥ Targeted interventions
Conclusion

Agreement to remove contamination
from the world and the global

commitments
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With the support of the Bureau of the Assembly and the Committee of

permanent representatives, who represent all regional and political groups, the

United Nations Environment Association will prepare a ministerial statement in

this regard

* Looking for access to the simplified statement in terms of language and
content, so that everyone understands that a strong statement too and
based on scientific evidence that push to implement immediate and
concrete actions and advanced to support this statement, Assembly
resolutions in a coherent with the objectives of sustainable development.

The role of the United Nations Environment:
Sharing good practices:

. Identity and promote the exchange of good practices on the best ways and

methods to deal with pollution in all its

+  +Share new techniques and methodology for reducing, recycling and reuse
' and circul b G and m kehold:

N

International and Local Commitments

7 Invited from (Governments, Local Governments,
Business and Industry, Civil Society, General
Public/Citizens) by 31 May, 31 August, 31 October
and December 5

Air freuse of p
Marine poll pet Sagracod shes
v Monltoring and reporting on alr pollution

Land /soil poll h and develops into cleaner products. processes and
matenials

Fresh Water Promoting international certifications (e.g. 150, Fairtrade)

pollution "/ stakehold — - Tharing
{IEH‘BI

Chemical pollution Lifelong environmental education for children/citizens

Waste Other (please specify)

Other (exlain)

Timetable for the process of drafting
a declaration of international agreements

1. Inearly June 2017: participation by Member States and non-
governmental partners in the summary statement, audit and
review it and comment on it, in readiness for further
discussions during the second preparatory meeting for the
United Nations Environment Assembly held in Costa Rica from
9-10 June 2017

2. Atthe end of June 2017: draft statement circulated to Member
States ' observations and stakeholder partners,

3. During the months of September-October: informal
consultations with regional and political groups, including the
Committee of Permanent Representatives in Nairobi.

The proposed agenda and roadmap for the third
United Nations Environment Assembly
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The meeting will be held on 3 consecutive
days with the proposed agenda below
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UN Environment Website: hitp.//web unep.org/
About the 2017 UN Environment Assembly:

¥l 0 abo {l 17- nvironment- |
UN Environment Civil Soclety Website:
http:/) X .org/about/majorgrou

Stakeholder Engagement Policy: hitps://goo glquPtnW

WWw.unep.org
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‘Towards a Pollution Free Planet’
background document for UNEA III

Regional consultative meeting
Amman, Jordan, 24™ May

Fanny Demassieux, Environment and Health Coordinator

Section 1: Evidence of a polluted planet: the
science, impacts and economic costs

Structure of the report

« Introduction
« Section 1= Evidence of a polluted planet: the science, impacts and economic costs
< Asr; marine and comtal; land and woil; freidy 0 tting sources: cf ds and waste
" Economic cous
« Section 2- A Pollution Free Planet: Agenda 2030 and Multil. 1 Envi l Agr
¥ Oppornunites for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainsble Develog d Sussinable Develog
Goals
 The poll ates of the 1 Ags
« Multiple benefin of actions
 Towardsa hened muls-sakebokders
+ Section 3- A F k for Transition to a Pollution Free Planet
¥ Gapt
* Panciples
¥ Key witem wide areas of chang e ive actions and enablen)

* Targeted interventions
Conclusion

Major forms of pollution and key sectoral sources

Environmental Media
AlR FRESHWATER MARINE LAND ALL
Particulate Matter Nitrates Nitrates Nitrates Polychlorinated biphenyls
Black carbon N T Heavy metals Persistent organic
Nitrogen oxides {i il, plastics)
Sulphur dioxide  Endocrine disrupting chemicals Perchloroethylene
Ozone Heavy metals Tetrachlorcethylene
Heavy matals Pharmaceuticals Radicactive waste
Pollution Sources
Waste E-waste, food waste; wastewater; municipal solid waste; open-burmning: plastics; hazardous; construction
and demolition
Fuel use ngi d: tyres, surface; shipping: aviation

Energy ‘Combustion plants; fossil fuels; biomass

Service Tourism; hospitals; water; retail

Industry i i Forestry; Fisheries
Urban Buildings; households; mobility




Deaths per capita attributable to joint effects of household and ambient air
pollution in 2012, by region
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Mapping key coastal risks: nutrients, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs),
plastic debris
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Testing of chemicals Waste generation by income level
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Environment burden of disease in the Arab Region

= 23% overall in the Arab region: 628,000 deaths per year
+ 24 million Disability Adjusted Life-Y ears (DALY) lost

Group 1 ies: UEA, Bahrai Group 2 Jordan, Algeria, | | Group 3 conntries: Sudan, Somalia,
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar | | Irag, Morocco, Tunisia, Palestine, Yemen, Comoros, Djibouti,
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Section 2: A pollution free planet: Agenda
2030 and Multilateral Environmental
Agreements
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Some success stories: the Montreal Protocol on Substances that

Deplete the Ozone Layer

Health benefits represent 80% of total economic benefit of the
Montreal Protocol*, estimated to be US$1.8 trillion by 2060.

N

™ Fatal skin cancers

= Non-fatal non-melanoma
skin cancer (NMSC)

= Non-fatal malignant
melanoma (MM)

= Cataracts

= Fisheries

= Agricultural

= Materials
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Some Success stories: Lead in fuels
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Examples of multiple benefits of action

Binsce un s et (25180

Learning from past experiences

v Strengthening the science policy- society- interface

v Complementing multilateral and regional agreements with more
voluntary initiatives

v Engagement of diverse actors and stakeholders early on

v Engagement of business and industry in solutions

¥ Integrated innovations for transitions and social safety nets, jobs

The problem of pollution, however, is more complex than what
can be resolved solely through improved and more coherent
environmental governance

The phenomenon is closely connected with technology choices,
production and consumption practice, industrial processes, pricing
policies, behavioral choices and (absent) ecosystem valuation

Section 3: A Framework for a Transition to

a Pollution Free Planet




Why is pollution so pervasive?

Sections 1 and 2 suggest the following:

« Important sectoral misalignments, behavioral choices, institutional and regulatory
deficits, absence of information, missing markets and resources

* Absence of property rights or enforceable rights on the environment, for example
on oceans, atmosphere, on many open lands, result in them being treated as
dumping grounds for waste

+ New and emerging chemicals are however rising; but not enough information is
available on their impacts.

Gaps

Issues/gaps have been idennfied which require attention which is both system wide and
targeted to the pollution areas through transformative actions and enablers

I Inadequate awareness & information on pollunon sources, pathways, impacts, alternanves
! Poor regulatory & institutional functioning

3. Absence of infrastructure to manage and control pollution

I Lack of data on pollutants for improved choices, regulaton and decisions

5. Limited finance & industry leadership on pollution matters

1. Knowledge and experience sharing on what has worked

Capacity, funding and technologies

5. Absence of internalization of pollution costs in decision making

9 Mispricing and invisibility of ecosystem values so their degradation goes unnoticed

1. Behavior of cinizens and non-recognition that choices have pollution consequences

Transition towards a Pollution Free Planet

A

PRINCIPLES

A Framework for a

SYSTEM WiDE
TRANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS

ENABLIRS

TARGETED

INTERVENTIONS

Principles

Drawn from the Rio Principles and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

w

- universal, integrative, and leaving no one behind

All sections of society have the responsibility to ensure a pollution free planet. While national geveruments have
a clear role n enabling and Buu]mgacuamul |u.ludu|3pn]1uhnu management mnto development agendas, the state and
local auth . . multi stake holder parmenhips and citizens have a clear responsibility 10 act

A preventive approach is central given the multiple risks to human health and well-being and 1o ecosystem
health. The Precautionary Principle and the Polluter Pays Principle are key to guide change. as these ensure not just
bikity bur dship by diffi

Itiple benefits of action on poll need to be gnized for political leadership o p

pollution given many demands on scarce political and administrative resources and short time horizons in which ro make
the case. This will require a ‘whole-of-government' and integrated approach

Decision making needs 1o take into account multiple risks to health and ecosystems of pollutants, reduce policy
uncertanty, centre stage Ar SCONOMIC

3 societal actors

action on

Access to
and environmental justice

1 ion and data, ed ion and public participation are key o effective actions




Enablers and Transformative Actions

TRANSFORMATIVE ACTIONS ENABLERS

{10 SHRET THE ECONORY,) (To comRECT MARKET & POLICY FAILURES AND FACILITATE
Finance and Investments cHANGE)
Innovations and Technology » Evidence-Based Decision-Making

Production and Supply chains * Enhanced Governance

City level Actions: Sectoral * Economic Instruments
integration to tackle pollution * Education for Change

* Sustainable Consumption practice

Targeted Interventions for pollution risk areas

Will be proposed based on
+ What needs to be done on a priority basis in each area

» What has worked in countries that have managed to address
pollution

= Expert advice
* Feedback from regional consultations
* Behavioral insights from previous interventions in the risk area

Thank you

For any question or follow up:

environment

Fanny Demassieux, Environment and Health Coordinator

fanny.demassieux@unep.org

www.unep.org
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