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Introduction 

This meeting aims to discuss the themes and priorities for action on pollution in the Middle East 
and North Africa region to be reflected in the background paper for the 3rd United Nations 
Environment Assembly (UNEA-3) that will be held in Nairobi from 4-6 December 2017, under 
the theme “Towards a Pollution Free Planet”. The meeting was organised back to back and 
immediately after the regional expert meeting on climate and air pollution in MENA region (22-
23 May 2017) and therefore took advantage of the presence of some 65 participants representing 
governments, regional and international organisations, NGOs and the private sector. For this 
consultation meeting, about 44 participants attended (list provided in Annex I). 

The objective, the agenda (Annex II) and outcome of the 
meeting was presented by Abdul-Majeid Haddad, Regional 
Climate Change Coordinator, UN Environment West Asia 
Office. It was emphasized that the informal nature of the 
meeting so as to seek expert opinion on the draft 
background pollution paper so that key priorities and 
messages from the region are reflected in the paper. There 
will be a series of formal inter-governmental negotiations 
of the outcome document of UNEA-3.  

Ms. Melanie Hutchinson, Regional Development 
Coordinator, UN Environment West Asia, presented the 
mandate of United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA), its process and procedures and highlighted the 
rationale for the theme of “Towards Pollution-Free Planet” 
in UNEA-3 that will take place 4-6 December 2017. 
Pollution kills the dynamic surroundings, 100 million 
people and threatens the future of our planet and thus there 
is an urgent need for action and coordination and 
cooperation to meet the challenge of pollution on multiple 
levels; at global, regional and national levels. She also 
introduced the timetable for the process of drafting a 
declaration, the agenda and road map for the UNEA-3. 

 

Ms. Fanny Demassieux, Coordinator, Environment 
and Health at the Economy Division of UN 
Environment, introduced through Skype the draft 
pollution background paper that will be presented 
during UNEA-3. The presentation highlighted the 
evidence of a polluted planet, the science, impacts 
and economic costs. It emphasized global 
commitments to eliminate pollution as expressed in 



Development Agenda 2030, Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). Major pollution issues were presented in a tabular form of 
physical/environment media and pollution sources. She concluded the presentation with a proposal 
on a Framework for transition to a pollution free planet. All presentations are attached as Annex 
III and Pollution paper table of content as Annex IV. 

Questions from participants sought clarification on i) what impact the UNEA decisions will have 
on UN Environment policies and priorities in the region after UNEA-3 decisions or declaration in 
December 2017, ii) how the goal of reaching zero pollution can be achieved? It may not be realistic 
from scientific point of view and iii) to what extent marine pollution and energy are considered, 
and iv) what methods can be advised to Sudan to restrict the use of asbestos, lead and mercury. 

Responses for the speakers clarified the process of developing the Programme of Work for UN 
Environment and that the Medium-Term Strategy 2018-2021 and the POW 2018-2019 had been 
approved. UNEA resolutions are added to the mandate of the UN Environment. They can be 
implemented within the approved budget and POW or with additional resources. Each resolution 
state its implementation arrangement and reporting. On achieving zero-pollution, the paper sets 
transitional goals and targets upto 2030. Marine pollution and energy are considered in the paper 
under the physical media and the sources, respectively. As for the question of Sudan, national laws 
and regulations are needed to eliminate the use of these pollutants (asbestos, lead and mercury). 
Mercury is subject to Minimata Convention. UN Environment can provide technical support to 
developing countries in this regard. 

Recommendations 

Participants were divided into three Groups to encourage interactions, focused discussions and 
maximize feedback on the background paper. To facilitate and focus the discussions, the Groups 
were given the following set of questions/topics. Each Group was asked to nominate a facilitator 
and a rapporteur to present in plenary the Group’s conclusions. 

Questions Discussed by Each Group 
 What is the current state of pollution in the region? Please identify its health, economic 

and environmental impacts? 
 What are the priorities for the different pollution types in the region? where to focus 

geographically and environmentally 
 What are the national, regional and global mechanisms to enhance cooperation to reach 

a planet free from pollution? 
 Do we have the knowledge, data and capabilities to deal with pollution - what are the 

main obstacles? 
 What is the important message to be included in any decision/declaration for the United 

Nations Environment Assembly? 
 



 

 

Synthesis of the Group Discussions 

State of Pollution and Impacts 

Pollution in the MENA region countries can vary due to sources and local conditions. Therefore it 
is better to split MENA region to 3 different sub-regions (North Africa, Gulf, and Arab Mashreq 
countries). Results of the different groups discussion is presented in the below table. 

Pollution 
Sub-Region 

North Africa Gulf countries 
Arab Mashreq 

countries 
Air pollution 
(transport, industry, dust) 

√  √  √ 

Waste (domestic, industry, chemical) √ √ √ 
Sand and dust storms  √ √ 
Sewage √  √ 
Radioactive   √ 
Mines   √ 
Soil and land (agriculture, 
desertification, salinization, solid 
waste dumping) 

√  √  √ 

 

The different pollution types will definitely have negative impacts on public health, environment 
and the economy such as air pollution, water pollution, marine pollution, global warming, reduced 



crop yields, premature deaths, lower productivity per person with negative economic consequences 
and food security problems. 

Priorities of Pollution Type 

Priorities for the different pollution types in the region are varying geographically for the different 
countries and sub-regions. Based on the above table, it can be concluded that waste, Air and Soil 
& land pollution are considered to be a common priority issues for the region. Strategy actions and 
work plans require immediate focus based on country national circumstances. 

Cooperation to Combat Pollution 

National, Regional and Global mechanisms are needed to enhance cooperation to reach a planet 
free from pollution. Existing mechanisms should be enhanced and utilized by countries. Adequate 
funding necessary to implement programme and projects on pollution control. There is a need to 
establish new regional center of excellence with a vision of pollution monitoring, modelling and 
quality assurance. Technology transfer, education and public awareness, are also critical to 
enhance cooperation on pollution. Applying quality assurance schemes such as ISO, Environment 
Management System will help reduce/prevent pollution from the source.   

Knowledge, Data and Capacities 

We do have some knowledge (although not enough and incomplete for some countries) and 
capabilities on the regional level but we need to enhance, update and raising capacities. Major 
obstacles are: data accessibility, lack of political commitment, weak coordination and legislation 
on data, and above all limited funding. The different types of pollution in the same area makes it 
challenging to tackle it within a single project, especially sectoral level, therefore multi-sectoral 
and comprehensive approaches are needed. 

Key messages to UNEA-3 from the Region 

The important message to be included in any decision/declaration for the United Nations 
Environment Assembly should emphasize the science and policy interaction, the political will, 
support technology transfer and capacity building programs, demonstrating of successful examples 
and exchange of expertise and the anticipated technical and financial support for the countries in 
the region. 

       -------end 
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Introduction: Abdul‐Majeid Haddad (UN Environment West Asia Office) 

UN Environment Assembly – Themes and Processes, Melanie Hutchinson (UN 
Environment West Asia Office) 
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Environment) 
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Region (Abdul‐Majeid Haddad) 
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