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LOCALIZATION OF SDGS  

IN THE ARAB REGION

Challenges & Prospects for Action

UN-Habitat Regional Office for Arab States (ROAS)



The Process of Adapting, Planning  

Implementing, and Monitoring the SDGs at

the Local Level
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What is the Localization of SDGs?
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ARAB  
CITIES

57% of the Arab  
Population
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47% of IDPs





65% of SDGs Have An Urban Component
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All Global Agendas are LOCAL
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How to Localize SDGs?
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Linking SectoralStrengthening Urban, Peri-urban and Rural Links  
Policies Through Balanced Territorial Development
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• Institutional collaboration and policy coherence
• Participatory and transparent policy-shaping process

• Development process of NUPs will capitate officials and the public with extensive  
urban knowledges

• Demography based urban growth management
• Turning urban challenges into opportunities

• Unleash the potentials of urbanization to have cities functioning as social-economic  
engines of countries

• Overall sustainable urbanization and prosperities in cities at the national scale

National Urban Policy

A NUP is a coherent set of decisions derived through a deliberate  

government-led process of coordinating and rallying various actors for  

a common vision and goal that will promote more transformative,  

productive, inclusive and resilient urban development for the long term.
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Environmental  
Sustainability

City Prosperity Index: The Wheel of Prosperity
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CPI & SDGs Linkages
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“Our Struggle for Sustainability Will Be Won or  
Lost in Cities”.
Ban Ki-moon, Former Secretary-General of the  
United Nations


