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Defining ‘leave no one behind’

1. Ending extreme poverty in all forms and 
ensuring those who have been left behind 
(in relative & absolute terms) can catch up.

2. Stopping group based discrimination –
with a particular focus on intersectionality.

3. Prioritising and fast-tracking action for the 
furthest behind. ‘Progressive universalism’.









Striving to ‘leave no one behind’

1. Early action is key
2. Importance of deliberate laws and policies
3. Ambitious policies can work 
4. Focusing on the most marginalized can 

bring greater overall efficiency
5. Additional financing is key













What do people who have 

been left behind want?

➢ Priority 1: Government spending on key services

➢ Priority 2: Living in dignity without 

discrimination and shame

➢ Priority 3: Institutional and legal reform 



‘Leave no one behind’ in the 

Arab region

• Lowest health expenditure per GDP at less than half the world 
average

• Lowest labour force participation rates for women, at less than 
half the world average 

• Ten times the per person world average number of refugees
• Highest number of international migrant workers in the Gulf 

countries, at more than ten times the world average
• In the past 25 years, almost half of all Arab countries, home to 

more than half of total Arab populations) have experienced 
conventional wars, civil wars, or both
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