The main statements

Five sessions
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* The illegal Israeli activities and the construction of new geo-political constructs in the West Bank,
more specifically, Area C and East Jerusalem, such as: Israeli settlements, outposts, military zones,
and barrier and walls, continue to expand. This situation increases the vulnerability of Palestinian
communities in Area C and East Jerusalem in terms of social disintegration, environmental
degradation, and physical fragmentation, thus undermining the sustainability of these
communities. In other terms, realizing the SDGs (especially SDG 11 and SDG 16) within the
Palestinian communities in Area C and East Jerusalem will be inconceivable as long as these
measures are continued.

* Overall, the adopted planning and development aﬂproach in Area C is set to maintaina
technically coherent planning system that meets the Palestinian (humanitarian) needs without
compromising the Palestinian (development) rights, especially the right to self-determination.

e The spatial planning interventions orchestrated by the Palestinian National Authority with the
support from the UN and the development partners, especially in Area C and recently in East
Jerusalem, foster social cohesion and strengthen the decision-making process at the local level,
and thus improve the livelihood conditions for the Palestinian communities and help
defending/realizing their building and planning rights, in light of the demolition crisis in place
where there is more than 22,000 demolition orders against Palestinian structures (half of which
are in East Jerusalem).
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