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PROTECTING PEOPLE:
Social protection and
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Cnvironmental

Dimension of
the UN SG
Response
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Highlights pressure on wildlife and biodiversity
-- human/animal relationship and disease
transmission pathways
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Promoting green fiscal stimulus packages
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Calling for multilateral/regional collaboration
to strengthen environmental resilience
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Policy Brief: The Impact of
COVID-19 on the Arab Region
An Opportunity to Build Back

Better
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Policy Brief:

The Impact of
COVID-19 on the
Arab Region

An Opportunity to
Build Back Better
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FIGURE 1: ESIMATED IMPACT OF THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC
IN THE ARAB REGION

Loss
in
jobs
measured in
lost working
hours

17

million

Calls for investments in green, innovative,
circular, low-carbon economic sectors

Pushed
into
poverty

14.3
million
people
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Existing
recipients of
humanitarian

aid
are at
higher risk

95
million
people

Existing
forcibly
displaced
are at
higher risk

26
million
people
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At higher risk
of COVID-19 Loss
due to lack in
of basic Arab stock
handwashing markets
facilities

74 23

million per cent
people

Source: ESCWA calculations and estimates (all figures are of July 2020 and are likely to increase as the pandemic evolves).
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UNEP’s Four
(3+1)
Response
Areas
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MEDICAL AND
HUMANITARIAN
EMERGENCY
PHASE
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TRANSFORMATIONAL
CHANGE FOR NATURE
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GLOBAL
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Medical and
humanitarian
emergency phase
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Knowledge, information and awareness

Country medical waste management capacity
assessments
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Policy and legal frameworks for management of
COVID-19 contaminated waste
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Segregation, sorting, storage and stockpiling of
COVID-19 waste
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New infrastructure and capacity
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A transformational
change for nature
and people

Improved science and policy options to better
understand and respond to zoonotic threats

Investment in nature for improved human health,
sustainable socio-economic recovery, poverty

% reduction and livelihood recovery
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Raised awareness of the links between nature,
C’\ health and sustainable living
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Investing to build

back better
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Reaching real economy actors to rebuild, scale
up and accelerate sustainable consumption and
production, and create new green jobs
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Linking recovery efforts with the clean energy
transition, nature-based solutions and the

Qe Paris Agreement
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Supporting governments to rebuild the next
generation of social, ecological and
productive infrastructure
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Modernizing global
environmental
governance
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Evaluate the opportunities for intergovernmental
bodies for virtual meetings
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Examine, and work to overcome, the logistical
challenges of moving to online platforms.
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Organize training and evaluate staffing needs for
online platforms
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Close coordination across UNEP and MEAs
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Working with
and through
the UN
System
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Expand our
partnerships
with other UN
agencies in our
response work

Work with
existing
partnerships in

these areas (e.g.,
PAGE)

New partners
and
opportunities —
finance and
private sector
engagement
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West Asia _
Revised Work Plan 2020-2021
Level 1 0l e

Support within the UN
Response Plans at the

New COVID-19 Repurposing existing

related activities activities
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COVID-19 focused communication and awareness

strategy
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West Asia Office Programme of Work 2020-2021
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Conservation and Sustainable Use of
the Natural Resources
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Climate Change
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subprogrammes Results Areas

Environment
integration into
humanitarian
response
Environment
assessments
Disaster Risk
Reduction
Response and
recovery

Reporting to
UNFCCC
Adaptation
planning

NDCs &
economic
diversification
Transparency
and new market
mechanisms

Example Projects and Activities

Environment Policy and

Regulatory Frameworks
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Ecosystem
Management

Lo s o) nBill) 5 1)

Nature-based
solutions
Mainstreaming
biodiversity and
ecosystems
Healthy Seas
Protected
Areas

Regional and Country programmes

Reducing pollution and

Environment Footprint
At Lawad) (add g dglil) e aal)

Chemicals, Waste
and Air Quality
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Chemicals
management
(profiles, POPs,
mercury)
Ozone Action
E-Waste

Air quality

Environment

Governance
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Environment
strategies & Laws
Green Gulf Initiative
Saudi Strategic
Partnership
Programme
Environment strategies,
dimension of the emission
SDGs inventories
MEAs & UN System Integrated
pollution
approaches

Resource
Efficiency
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Sustainable
consumption
& production
Food waste
Sustainable
fashion
Green
economy

Data, Information and Environment
Performance measurement
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Environment

Under review
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State of
environment
& outlook
Environment
Information
Systems
Performance
indicators
Science-
policy
interface
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COVID-19 context incorporated in National Action Plans on
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Thank you for your
attention
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