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SDG 2

/ero Hunger

lebanon does not have severe or chronic nutritional imbalances. The percentage of the
population suffering from undernourishment'® was 5.4 percent in 2015, almost the same as
a decade ago. Around 11 percent of lebanese households are vulnerable to food insecurity.
These are mainly in rural regions where the majority of displaced Syrians have seffled. More
food-insecure households are headed by women than men. The MoSA runs programmes that
address hunger and household nutrition, such as providing a free hot meal 1o the elderly and
poor once a week through existing charities, and food vouchers provided by the NPTP.

Food availability in Lebanon is relatively secure and stable. The government's social assistance,
sector strategies, and humanitarian organisations” programmes are working to further improve
food security and sustainable agriculture. However, access fo food by many poor households is
restricted by its affordability. Lebanon imports 65 to 80 percent of its food, particularly staples
like cereals and sugar. This makes it vulnerable to international food price shocks, which the
government fries fo offset by subsidising wheat and bread. '



In 2011 the Dgricuhurcﬂ sector constituted four percent of Lebanon’s GDP and in 2009 empbyed
six percent of the total labour force. AgricuHure is the primary source of income and emp|oymeni
in rural areas, where the sector empbys up to 25 percent of the labour force and makes up 80
percent ot GDP in rural areas.

The Ministry of Agriculture 2015-2019 Strategy is based on principles of good governance.
It aims fo develop the agriculture sector by ensuring food security and foed safety, reducing
poverty and rural-urban migration, creating job opportunities, and increasing efficiency and
sustainable use of natural resources. Its specific objectives are:

1. to provide safe and good quo|ih,! food.

2. to improve the contribution of ogricuhure to the economic and social deve|opmen’r of the
country by raising Ggricuhure’s share of GDP from four to six percent and reducing the
current Ugricuhure trade deficit.

3. to promote the sustainable management of natural and genetic resources.

This is being implemented through eight courses of action, 30 components, and 104 area
interventions.

The ministry’s strategic obiec’rives are supporled by other initiatives, such as the IDAL Agri—P|u5
programme that provides Dgricu|’rurc|| export subsidies to local producers and other incentives to
enhance produci qucﬂih/ and improve pc:ckc:ging, promaotion and morkeﬁng. The Central Bank
of lebanon also subsidises medium- and |ong—ferm Ggricuhurcﬂ loans and provides microfinance
fo enterprises with up to four workers.'? In addition the Ministry of Economy and Trade subsidises
wheat and controls bread price and the Ministr\,r of Finance subsidises farmers p|onting tobacco.



