The Scarcity of Water and Its
Existential Consequences
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Conflicts and war
cause a growing
numbers of residents
to migrate from war-
torn areas to shelters
that lack the most
basic human living
needs, which include
the scarcity of water
for drinking and other
PUrposes.
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A deficit Iis caused when
these shelter areas are
forced to receive greater
numbers of refugees,
because their capacity is far
lower than the actual influx
of people.
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Hence, basic necessities including water resources for drinking are
not enough to meet even minimum requirements
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In Iraq, because of the
expansion of the terrorist
organization “/SIS”, millions of
lragis find themselves without
shelter; living under temporary
roofs and amid extremely
difficult and uninhabitable
conditions.
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The bad organizational structure of the country coupled with
poor governance increases the suffering of the displaced
people and obstructs relief efforts, leaving them in a difficult
humanitarian situation, and pushing them to live in unsafe
conditions with acute water and food scarcity.
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The lack of water constitutes in itself a denial of life, making it

impossible to maintain human dignity. The absence of secure water

resources prevents the creation of an environment suitable for living and
development.
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The gap between the demand for water sources and its actual availability is a
grave and dangerous concern. In a moment of desperation water can become
reason for conflict, leading to disasters and wars between countries
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Hence, one can understand the (R OYN " e la™ e 93 agd (Sa lia (e
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Places of Displacement
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Water and Terrorism
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Terrorist acts and the
dominance of “ISIS” have
forced hundreds of
thousands of women, men,
children and the elderly to
move away from their
homelands and seek refuge
in camps or live in
temporary shelters.
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The forced immigration of
thousands of women to
different areas of Iraq
because of terrorism has
increased the need for
urgent humanitarian
attention in terms of shelter
(tents), food, medicine,
water and other basic
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The creation of such an
Inhumane situation
reflects the social
reality of lrag and
shows in part, the
inability of the lraqgi
state to secure the lives
and dignity of these
women and their
children.
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Some commit suicide because

of the sense of humiliation and o) g ¢ AV ) Geie amill ada Laa

despair or because of the By oo ol L) sl Algally (uliaaY) (1

helplessness they feel at being O sl ple! wa sl Oelledal
unable to provide food or milk Os sty oy 50 A shadl e Op e s
for their children and at times, gallicniall Gule 4l faatll il SEal
witnessing the death of their Bladl A gapy JuadadU JiS
children from starvation or

disease.
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Among the displaced women, widows and divorced women suffer
the most. A large number of them are without male support and
forced to practice hard labor or degrading jobs that do not fit with
their social background (as several belong to the middle class).
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The Role of Women in Water Supply
oQ—d\ Qg-au gé Sb-d\ J9-

Displaced women provide water
and food in the camps in addition
to their other tasks. The women
have to fetch water across long
distances, carrying pots on their
heads, which is time consuming
and labor intensive.
Ae gl Tdigmal) Jualis JS a5l ploill JESH
c;\bﬂ\j o\..ud\ ).13}1 L@_\M‘ (R9 cg_\\..u;.d\ @
L L@Jeus\w)@wd\dﬁme@\@mu\
@e YA g Caiall &\y\@“wuﬂmu@a
11 o\).d\)j:ua:éq)mﬂ\ @M\ j\ L_Lu;..d\
‘;s; ‘;1\5&\ dAA-\ cod.uu L_MLMUA\.@J.UA_U o\_ml\
Ogase (o le s clld (3 iy B ¢ gy

.3l




»

Because many of the women are not
with a supporter, most of them were on
the verge of living with the lack of the
stable income, they ought to work
severe roles that doesn’t not suit their
abilities, their qualifications and their
social level during their normal life.
Some of these jobs are classified under
offensive labor.
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This also makes them
vulnerable to violence and
humiliation. Despite women
Incurring hardships to fetch
and store water, it is often not
sufficient to even bathe their
children, and in many cases,
the water is salty,
contaminated or untreated.
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Death Pursues the Displaced Women
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Many displaced women
are exposed to verbal,
physical and sometimes
even sexual harassment
because they share the
same toilets as the

displaced men..
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There have been accounts of ‘
women victims of such crimes
committing suicide and
sometimes setting themselves
ablaze for fear of scandal and
shame. There have also been
reports of mothers committing
suicide because of their inability
to provide water, medicine or
milk for their babies.
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Reports showed that
suicides are rampant in '
refugee camps. To add |
to their misery and
vulnerability, these

women use primitive
means for cooking in
flammable tents
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Despite the heavy burden
borne by the women, the
displaced do not have any
role in any decision-making
process on water or food
management, even though
women are the main
procurers of water and
food in the camps.
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This means that even under
tragic conditions, women are
unable to take their own
decisions and are at the mercy
of other decision-makers who
rely on archaic norms that
deem the inclusion of women
In mainstream life a violation of
tradition and custom.
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High temperatures in summer in
lraq coupled with water
pollution cause the spread of
many epidemics such as
cholera, typhoid, intestinal
inflammation, scabies and
ulcers. Water delivery through
"Irregular” tankers exacerbates
epidemics and increases the
mortality rate of mothers and

children.
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It is a known fact that for many
years lrag's rivers have become
contaminated with harmful
substances from sewage and
factory waste, fertilizers used
in agriculture, and pollution
from chemical substances. The
remnants of wars and the
bodies of victims of terrorism
are also thrown into the rivers.
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These remains enter the
drinking water directly, which
IS not subject to treatment.
The toxic elements enter
vegetables and cultivated
fruits in lrag and neighboring
countries, causing a dramatic
Increase in cases of cancer
amongst women
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According to local and
medical reports over
54,000 Iraqis currently
suffering from cancer, out
of each 100,000 Iraqis
there are 135 People
diagnosed with Cancer
(Study done in 2017 Iraqi
Ministry of Health)
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The reports also state that
the fifth largest cause of
death for women around the
world is the contamination
of water, which is more than
the numbers that succumb
to AIDS, diabetes or breast
cancetr.
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The Human and other creatures in
lraqg, face a further threat from the
spread of previously undiscovered
diseases. These diseases affect
displaced people the most through
drinking water. The non-displaced
population generally suffers less.
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Studies indicate that the chemicals stored in the bodies of women are
transmitted to their babies during pregnancy, or in the period of lactation, and
can slow down the mental and physical development of the child. This is seen
clearly in the children of displaced people that ingest toxins from their
mother’s milk. Cases of death have reached the alarming rate of one child out
of every eight children between the ages of one and five years.
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Hanging Roles: The Absence of a Significant Role

for International Organizations in Iraq
Gl 8 A sall cilalaiall Jadll | sall (il ; ddleall ) 5aY)

Curiously, there is an absence of a
significant role for international
organizations although many of them
are present in Iraq. The same is true for
the lragi Ministry of Displacement and
Migration and the Board of Human
Rights. Adverse conditions experienced
by women remain unacknowledged; the
help presented to the families is scarce,
and sometimes completely non-existent.
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Lack of coordination as well
as the acceleration of the
Middle-East crisis in
unexpected ways has affected
the demography of the cities
and produced a number of
irregular housing complexes on
areas that have no
infrastructure, which are
inhabited by thousands of
displaced families
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In the city of Baghdad alone, there
was more than 220 residential areas
randomly formed by internally

displaced persons. (IDPs status in Ef
conflict areas 2015 — Women'’s status

sheet in Iraq) in addition to 187 IDPs
camps in the rest of lraqg, 21 one of it
in Baghdad (Migration Ministr% in Iraq
— office of studies and researches)

Now and after the liberating for ISIS
and the return of some of the IDPs,
the number of camps in Baghdad had
lowered to 9 that is excluding the
Randomly formed areas.
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Upon the Invasion of ISIS in 2014 and until
the liberation in September 2017, Almost
5,400,000 people flee their homes that is
159, of the Irag population (UN Report)
3,400,000 IDPs return to their cities
(Migration lragi Ministry report), Still there
is 3 Million unsafe enough to return to their
homes that is almost 7.59% of the
population, they live in camps and
Randomly formed areas with inhuman
situations (lragi Ministry of Planning with

cooperation of UN during 2017)
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And for reason as the destruction of the cities
and infrastructure and the inability of the
cities to be inhabited, a phenomena was
created (the repeated displacement) mean the
re-displacement once again after the failing
of staying in their newly liberated cities, going
once more to areas in which the minimum
living demands are available, cities in which
this phenomena took place is (Rawa, A'na,
AlQaim, and the Old city of Mousel) with
5,500 person according to the latest static in
2018)
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In spite the warning of the IDPs by the lraqi
Government on the compulsory return without
the government perspective upon these un-
inhabited cities that doesn’t have the basic
factors for living, such us Clean water, hospitals,
electricity, basic transportation and sanitary.
Which falls against the article 44 in the Iraqi
constitution that ensures the right to each lraqi
to inhabit any geographic preferred area within
the country.
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According to the statistics of e %75 o Sl aal de 8 Y
international organizations, more than (a8 5 Lol g JALY) (e ab () paiial
/5 per cent of those affected are A s A sl cilakaiall cililiasy

Cljildren and women. In recent waves of oe ST s ) e S (il e g
displacement, the number of displaced

women constitutes more than half of the
displaced population at a rate of 51per
cent (IDPs status in conflict areas 2015

— Women’s status sheet in Iraq).
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Age Group of Displaced Females in Iraq
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149,

239,

219,

349,

8%

(Source: Evaluation sample of existing groups affiliated to the
International Organization for Migration, 2015)
& Al Al e ganall ayi die (g Aliud cula JU UM & jpeall il Jualis
2015 5 el 4 yall dalaial




After months of liberation, and
the return of some of the IDPs
to their cities, Still there is
several displaced families
hesitate in returning to their
cities for sectarian reasons,
fearing Violence, murders, and
the destruction of the city, In
addition to the economic retreat
that mirrors their situations.
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The Obstacles in the face of

return of the IDPs to their agidal Ca JUN Bage 8 gaa
liberated cities
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and the sense of trafficking the IDPs




Infrastructure: Agadl) A

® The Demolish of the slall i) 65 ane g Adadl) Ad) jgdl e
infrastructure and the lack Glbtinall 5 el Sl s Al wllal
of securing water (Clean ) Sla jlie  Blg g laadl

water) Electricity, Hospitals,
Schools, and every other

living supplies.

® Spreading Leaks of the haliall 5 Jaa gall Aipaa (552 5 Juaa gall
collapse of the Mosel Dam Ol (e 2z aumt Al Lls Al
and flooding the city and the 5l

surrounded areas.

® The determined Balances to ) . =
rebuild the cities doesn’t Gl jlae) Bale Y awadall cdifaadl @
cover the size of the Al Cumpai (A el aas (555 Y
destruction happened

within.




Safety reasons

The Closure of Cities being cleared from
Bombs, Explosive left behind by ISIS

The rise of Revenge Spirit between the families
on the backgrounds of systemized methods
built upon factors as (Religious sectors, Ethnics,
Sexual orientations, Hobbies, Social believes ...)
during the times of ISIS Control

The fear and the insecurity from the probability
of the rise of ISIS once again.

The fear and worries from the generation that
was raised during the ISIS control or the
influenced by the ISIS believes and thoughts
which got concurred in the minds and thoughts
of Youth, Kids such as Violence, Sectarian
believes, and everything that have the ability to
shake the Civil peace.

The internal Conflict between tribes and families
especially in the infused places between Suna
and Shia sectors (Yathrub district — Southern of
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Corruption: 2Ll

® The Administrational and ala 3 ) A (Aallg Y Sludl) @
Financial corruption in Calall 138 ey 3 ¢cpa JU Gae e
managing the IDPs files, as @il juaidl 5 sludll clile 5l aaf
it is considered the most & Apalall COAN @l sl J3A
corrupted and racial .3l

discrimination file in the
last three years.




Political parties and Entities:

Creating crisis by politicians
due to sectarian and election
motives to delay the return of
the IDPs fearing their side
taking for some political party
against other.

The pursue of some
beneficiaries to change the
Demographic shape of the
cities and the redistribution of
population to divide the country
to 3 smaller entities of sectors
and nationalism.

All these Obstacles are the
same facing the associations
and organizations to implement
and run their tasks and projects
to rebuild the cities and rebuild
the infrastructure that is to fix
he foundations of SDGs such
and SDG 6 (Gender
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The Proposals

Gla 84l
Culturing and Educating: o T v |
® Pursue through possible AES 5 Aaall Jilusl) e andl @
means to spread the culture Gl jid) b gig AY) J g8 g praleall
of tolerance and accepting bl (fall 5 A5 LA
the other, supplying the L )
right conditions to share a LeBgiag Ledy o e Bl pall (S @
peaceful living to all parties. Tl acinall s Akil) Al (s @
* Empowering women through Al gl) A 5 o see (o ASUY
defining their roles and
rights.

® Enhancing the relationship
between the community and
their governs and ensuring
on the citizenship concept.




The Role of Law: D (S gaal)

® The activation of irrigation " . oM v e
law 83 year 2017 and 2017 1 83 ‘-’Ji‘u“df”" ’
implement its means in 355 J8 (e s il (e (A Al
liberated cities through Akl o)) gall

ministry of water resources.

e Committing the government USSR G o

to credence the COTA to sl s AV 5 )y (A el Joiladl
pgescel:nt women tlo marp]age S G5 %25 e JLY L
the districts not less than - 3wl ol i
%%Z)Aacclc)rdin% tol_ legislated 2005 Al sl pulae a5
In lraqi Parliament : oy tes o .

during 2005 gl Bl I8 Ge pedll im0
Ll g sbaall Lliady dualall cilalaiall
® Directing the support of TueLaia¥) dbeall cdSed 31l al

International organizations
and committees specialized
in Women issues with the
help of the local women to
create social security nets.




Media: . @Nﬁ‘g\

® |[ssuing Fliers, posters and any il pliay) Jila g sl cle shae jlaa) ®
awareness means to spread the A pe andliy Ly il 480855 e )
awareness and the culture of change Il aaiaall 468

which is aligned with the surrounding
environment and the local society
culture.

Bla s Alally Jeall (e 03150 Gl @

° Cregte balance between w_ork a_nd 8 51 al A8 Lie Jon Bas0a alic

family, and new methods involving § M‘ .
the participate of women in the work ' e
market.

® Releasing local TV stations and

. e L dalaa A0 g 5el ) g8 g ldasa 3] @
channels, Allocating specific time Hae 4 5i0 585 o=

periods for indirect awareness e il G“‘U‘“ “"U‘SU‘”“‘“ J:\
programs to create a general positive Js> u-"é-“ ele sl du B yilaall
opinion about gender equality and & sy da s 8l ) (31 slusall

the women right to participate in Dbae Y g Jaadl A Ja ) A4S Ll
and reconstruction of the :




Reconstruction:

Monitoring the expenditure of the
reconstruction balances and
electing candid companies. As the
World Bank estimated the cost of
the reconstruction of the liberated
cities in Irag of 100 billion USD,
after the end of the battles of
Mosel in the past July.

The use of the locals to reconstruct
the city, As a US Newspaper
reported the Turkish Companies is
the first Beneficiary in the process
of rebuild. While the youth of the
liberated city suffers from
unemployment with high
percentage reaching above 70% in
addition to the delay of
reconstruction projects and the
age of almost 909% of work
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O () A el Adinia @ jLaT Cun 5 jaall
oY) aisall oy 65 08 A il Y el elS LG
%70 Lgtisss <y slad ) Aldag) 441 (s con
b gy oLl 5 praxdll a sliie Hali e Slizad
Jandl leUad 0 9%90

Ol (azs (e e laall 3 jaed) (e 2l
UFBJ&JJ‘M\UAJB{‘\MYSJM‘
il Jae '




Water insurance and protection: slaall Ajlas g (yals

e Activation of the international Dy el sbaall iy 44 gall CEWEY) Jumis @
conventions on water to ensure the Al Cilala Aozl Leie dantiall clueS))

deliverance of the suited amounts that o e e e i
I yadl o jall daliad) dAbladl & ) gall A0S yass
covers the needs and necessities of the ot ol 2l - N pall 45aS a5

individuals, as it is stated by the MMS Lotz (b u& e 3%87) M.m
WWDR the managed amount of water 0583 Y53 Gy s () i olsall 020
per person is 3287 cubic meters per Apallal) dpatil) y 55) éﬁé&“‘ﬂy‘@“m Aalla
year (WWDR report in 2017) (2017 S -WWDR"slwll

* Purifying water to be suitable for 3 s il gL dallia ) ¢Sl olaall 405 @
human consumption, as stated that the 2400 (o i saa) 5 33l 8 & 6l Ais &8
pollution in water exceeds 24009, Al 35 e Ju g_\;; auhll Al &
whereas the normal range should be ) ) "
less than 5%. cantand) oluall) LpulY) s jilias (pe olaall cpds @

e Securing water from the main O15 e lean 5 o3 Y] olal

resources (surface water, Ground

1y il g laill 5 paall o Liall o3 @
e panad’iy clbulll g eluill 3 paaall ay jLiall aca

Al 13gd il e
® Sponsoring the small projects of
en and youth initiatives and

icient balances or this




Community:

* Highlighting Women

effective role models in
between their communities
to regenerate more
effective pursuing women
leaders.

Holding periodic meetings
and workshops between
organizations and
governmental and semi-
governmental committees
for gender equality and the
activation of the women
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Educating: pletd

® Establishing Schools for Cialy Soaciael) gaal G lae o) @
literacy, where illiteracy in (%A47) 253 3l =l) 3 4wl dpus
Iraq have reached 47% of R ey oLl e agalane
the whole population (o A sama 4l CailS ) aay ¢ o) KLY
whereas the most are ol R sy ALl il il
women (UNESCAW report), ApaY) G g Cam oYl g |
after being almost ool HLAA\ e dnad L |
nonexistent during the S AY) G el 5 LKAl 5 laalall

previous years For illiteracy
have found a fertilized soil,
... that is due to the
disruption of both the
political and security
situations.







