ly/ "\\\{‘ L.
Yix* gﬁ\’l TN ‘s
2~ | hared D - o
. Shared Prosperity Dignified Lifew S = m
gl s
4 " m
ESCWA ..

eyl 1 su)

2020 e/l

il st 6
3L o allie) UigsS (g e DAL () 533¢0 A pall dadaiall (8 (i (ke 8.3 1 S) ©

N
te Ablaa) 1l g & sally () 5300 e ol 5o GaDle 8 (e JISI Lis) S Gug el a ©
(24 L9 5

() jal) o) ielan) sl AA ae Al ©

Alaall Tle 54,36y 8 Lol Jaouss 38 Ailaial o je (ysle 101 6l aae @by U ) SIl €
; (le) 8 s 2 %)

(Olel) ok ddian Jed bl IS MUy sS" dgal gl ilac Lusall Cuy 2l (3 5000 ©

(Ol =) sSY) 8 (e B8 (aim gdll Lebin 5 | A8L A Sall ©

(Al 5lE) gyl Gllal) (B 8 ile 8.3 B3 @B sT S ©

(Y] o) o) 8l alaat 3 A el Glaldl padd () 50de 8.3 533 Ly ©

(Green Area) Ly, sS G ddab 5 ¢ sle 1.7 (e ST a5 e G sale 8.3 &) 1] SuY) ©

(E}"M d)...a.d\) Lf}LAA\ Cahalll ve Sl 4 ©

G Al g () gl 1.7 Q1o e Ayl ddhaiall & L (pange sl () 50le 8.3 1S ©
(L L) Ly, S

£l 8 O pavans Ay el Jsall (e add (e 8.3 a8 5T saaiall e 7l S A ©
(JsY)) Al sl 1.7 ol

Aae) Uis ) oS s s 2020 aladl o pall Jsall 4 3l o e 220 (RIS 5 5 ©
il

(el e 5355) ) sia) J3all s ;eu?@ ©

(3302)) i (ysale 8 (ye ST (o pal) allall Cluian Mg S1 1) Sy €

© Making sure the poor do not go hungry (The Arab Weekly)
< Coronavirus pandemic threatens to plunge millions in Arab region into
poverty and food insecurity (Modern Diplomacy)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1diUV8dMuYc&list=PLlXih_wfMeQCqP0Sa590U1pbEodIz8HQJ&index=2&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz-SDcmpofc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz-SDcmpofc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz-SDcmpofc
https://vid.alarabiya.net/2020/04/04/kouataaada375100/kouataaada375100___kouataaada375100_video.mp4
https://newspaper.annahar.com/article/1158391-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%81%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%89-101-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7%D9%82%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B5%D8%A7-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%BA%D8%B0%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://newspaper.annahar.com/article/1158427-%D8%B5%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A9-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B9%D9%85-%D8%B1%D9%87%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B6%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84
https://newspaper.annahar.com/article/1159195-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A9--%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B6%D9%89
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYAd8kcMD0s
http://www.soutalomma.com/Article/917056/%D8%B3%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%88%D9%84-8-3-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%89-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF
https://greenarea.me/ar/297951/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%A5%D9%81%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B1-8-3-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%88%D9%81%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1/
https://www.almasryalyoum.com/news/details/1749727
https://niles-media.com/economics/5017?fbclid=IwAR1VI23It0wwgmfLY5E5h0n1JVBkeVlni25opvlGbVHySweKcaQRerbCWsA
https://alaoual.com/%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9/190903.html
https://alestad.com/economy/902.html
https://alestad.com/economy/902.html
https://www.nafeza2world.com/Akhbar-Al-Alm/145392
https://ifada.ma/moyen-orient/coronavirus-11078.html
https://thearabweekly.com/making-sure-poor-do-not-go-hungry
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/04/05/coronavirus-pandemic-threatens-to-plunge-millions-in-arab-region-into-poverty-and-food-insecurity/
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© ESCWA: Covid-19 to Plunge 8.3 Million People in The Arab region Into
Poverty (Al Bawaba)
< 8.3m will fall into poverty in the Arab region (Trade Arabia)
© U.N. Delivers Food to Gaza Homes in Coronavirus Crisis (Hamodia)
< World faces food crisis in wake of coronavirus: agencies (New Age World)
© UN says COVID-19 to plunge 8.3m more into poverty in Arab region
(NNN)



https://news.un.org/ar/story/2020/04/1052612
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2020/04/1052612
https://news.un.org/ar/story/2020/04/1052612
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/news/view/65486/%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B8%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7-%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%B2%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%83%D8%A7%D9%81%D9%8D-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%85%D8%A9.html
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/news/view/65491/%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A9-9-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-101-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5.html
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=205391887555196
https://arabic.cnn.com/business/article/2020/04/02/poverty-arab-countries-2020-coronavirus
https://arabic.sputniknews.com/cartoons/202004021045050051-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1/
https://www.youm7.com/story/2020/4/2/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-8-3-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%B5-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A8/4702079
http://almanar.com.lb/6477869
https://www.alhurra.com/business/2020/04/03/%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%82%D9%8A%C2%A0%D8%A8%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%B5%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1
https://bawabaa.org/news/221303
https://thawrah2day.com/2020/04/01/%d9%83%d8%a7%d8%b1%d8%ab%d8%a9-%d8%a3%d9%83%d8%ab%d8%b1-%d9%85%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%8a%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%b9%d8%b1%d8%a8%d9%8a-%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%b6%d9%85%d9%88%d9%86-%d9%84%d9%82%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%a6%d9%85-%d8%a7/
https://www.aa.com.tr/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9/%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-83-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%85%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-/1788430
https://m.alarab.qa/Story/1490035
https://array-alam.com/%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B8%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B7/
https://palsawa.com/post/253061/-%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B0%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A8-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7
https://elnasswelshorta.com/2020/04/02/%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%B4%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B4%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%88/
http://lomazoma.com/saudi/1593278.html
https://www.alsouria.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84
https://www.alsouria.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84
https://www.alsouria.net/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D8%A2%D8%AB%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84
https://www.saba.ye/ar/news3092901.htm
https://oya.news/31568/
https://oya.news/31568/
https://oya.news/31568/
https://samajordan.com/news/%D8%A8%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%A8-%D9%83%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%86%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AF-8-%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A
https://www.albawaba.com/news/escwa-covid-19-plunge-83-million-people-arab-region-poverty-1348395
http://tradearabia.com/news/BANK_366121.html
https://hamodia.com/2020/04/01/u-n-delivers-food-gaza-homes-coronavirus-crisis/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/103626/world-faces-food-crisis-in-wake-of-coronavirus-agencies
https://nnn.com.ng/un-says-covid-19-to-plunge-8-3m-more-into-poverty-in-arab-region/

< Virus to plunge 8mn into poverty in Arab world: UN (TBS News)
< Virus to plunge 8mn into poverty in the Arab world, Warns UN (Press
Reader)
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© Coronavirus pandemic to push 8 million into poverty in Arab world, UN
says (Daily Sabah)
< Coronavirus pandemic threatens to plunge millions in Arab region into
poverty and food insecurity (UN News)
© Coronavirus to plunge 8 million into poverty in the Arab world, says UN (Al

Araby)
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Making sure the poor do not go hungry
The Arab Weekly

Arab governments are scrambling to make sure there is food on the tablwe
for the unemployed, the poor and other vulnerable segments of society, which
risk being hit hard by the effects of the confinement measures required by the
fight against the coronavirus pandemic.

According to the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA), a regional organisation that includes 18 Arab
countries, the pandemic could push an additional 8.3 million people below
the poverty level. Two more million people will suffer from poor
nourishment.

There are, based on ESCWA estimates, already more than 101 million
individuals who can be considered poor and 52 million who are
undernourished in the Arab world.

They are introducing economic stimulus packages to limit the impact of the
global health crisis on enterprises and making sure they stay afloat.

With trade, travel, tourism and other service industries being drastically
curtailed, economic activity is slowing down.

Concern is that if companies go under, thousands of employees could join the
already bloated ranks of the jobless in the coming weeks and months.

Special attention will need to be devoted to people left without an income,
especially those living off the informal sector. Activities in the so-called
parallel market constitute 50% or more of economic activity in North Africa
and a few other parts of the Arab world.

Allocation of special subsidies and free distribution of food to needy
populations are one justified option.

Safeguarding food reserves against hoarding and preventing shortages will
also be needed to ensure the availability of basic staples and limit
speculation.


https://thearabweekly.com/making-sure-poor-do-not-go-hungry

Many Arab leaders are legitimately trying to reassure their populations about
the availability of food reserves during the month of Ramadan, which starts at
the end of April, and beyond.

Some, like the United Arab Emirates, have enacted laws to secure food
supplies and monitor retailers’ stocks.

But this is a global issue and not just a regional concern.

There is wariness about the isolationist reflexes that the fear of shortages
even before any real shortages materialises.

“Uncertainty about food availability can spark a wave of export restrictions,
creating a shortage on the global market,” said the joint text by the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the World Health Organisation
(WHO) and the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

“We must ensure that our response to COVID-19 does not unintentionally
create unwarranted shortages of essential items and exacerbate hunger and
malnutrition.”

Recent manifestations of unrest in such places as Lebanon and Tunisia show
the impact of the confinement measures on poorer sections of society.

US Secretary General Antonio Guterres has warned that the combined effect
of the pandemic and economic slowdown could lead to “enhanced instability,
enhanced unrest and enhanced conflict.”

Beyond such risks, helping offset the fallout of the pandemic on the poor and
vulnerable in the region is a collective responsibility of all Arab societies and
not just governments.



Coronavirus pandemic threatens to plunge millions in Arab region into
poverty and food insecurity

Modern Diplomacy

COVID-19 will be responsible for pushing a further 8.3 million people in the
Arab region into poverty, according to a new policy brief issued on
Wednesday by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA).

And the pandemic could also bump up the number of undernourished people
there by some two million.

Current estimates show that there are some 101.4 million in the region who
already live in poverty, according to official criteria, and around 52 million
undernourished.

“The consequences of this crisis will be particularly severe on vulnerable
groups”, said ESCWA Executive Secretary, Rola Dashti, pointing especially
to “women and young adults, and those working in the informal sector who
have no access to social protection and unemployment insurance”.

Because of a high dependence on food imports within the Arab world, a
disruption in global medical supplies to deal with the pandemic, will also
have a severe impact on food security there, says ESCWA.

Meanwhile, in addition to food loss and waste, worth around $60 billion
annually across the region, the brief highlighted other likely economic losses,
due to knock-on effects of the virus.

What action can be taken to lessen the impact?

According to ESCWA, reducing food loss and waste by 50 per cent would
not only increase household income by some $20 billion, but also
significantly improve food availability, reduce food imports and improve the
balance of trade throughout the region.


https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/04/05/coronavirus-pandemic-threatens-to-plunge-millions-in-arab-region-into-poverty-and-food-insecurity/
https://www.unescwa.org/news/new-escwa-brief-83-million-people-will-fall-poverty-arab-region-due-covid-19

Ms. Dashti encouraged Arab Governments to ensure “a swift emergency
response to protect their people from falling into poverty and food insecurity
owing to the impact of COVID-19".

Last week, she called for the establishment of a regional social solidarity fund
to care for vulnerable countries.

“The regional emergency response must support national efforts and mobilize
resources and expertise to protect the poor and vulnerable”, concluded the
Executive Secretary.

At the same time, Khalid Abu-Ismail, Senior Economist at ESCWA,
highlighted four measures that can be taken to mitigate the crisis, beginning
with extending credit to small businesses and enterprises.

He also stressed the importance of building on social networks and expanding
on cash and other transfers to the poor and vulnerable and encouraged
countries to give “more access to the food insecure population” through the
existing voucher system.

Mr. Abu-Ismail also highlighted the importance of other initiatives such as
Arab Food Security Emergency Funds.

As one of five UN regional commissions, ESCWA supports inclusive and
sustainable economic and social development in Arab States and works on
enhancing regional integration.


https://www.un.org/coronavirus
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ESCWA: Covid-19 to Plunge 8.3 Million People in The Arab region Into Poverty
(Al Bawaba)

The coronavirus pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people in the Arab region
into poverty, the United Nation's Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia said on Wednesday.

ESCWA also warned that two million people could become undernourished as a
result.

"With today's estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished,” the UN agency said.

Women and young adults working in the informal sector and who have no access
to social welfare are among the most vulnerable, said ESCWA executive secretary
Rola Dashti.

"Arab Governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their
people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of
COVID-19," Dashti added.

ESCWA last month warned that the coronavirus pandemic could wipe out more
than 1.7 million jobs across the Arab world this year.

Locked down countries across the world are suffering from economic recession as
a result of the coronavirus pandemic.

Wealthier nations have introduced stimulus packages and streamlined aid in an
effort to mitigate serious harm to their citizens and economies.

The COVID-19 pandemic has killed more than 40,000 people worldwide since the
virus first appeared in China late last year.
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8.3m will fall into poverty in the Arab region
Trade Arabia

An additional 8.3 million people will fall into poverty in the Arab region,
according to a new policy brief issued by the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) on the impact of Covid-19.

Increased poverty could raise the number of undernourished people by some 2
million, the report said.

With today’s estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished.

“The consequences of this crisis will be particularly severe on vulnerable groups,
especially women and young adults, and those working in the informal sector who
have no access to social protection and unemployment insurance,” said ESCWA
Executive Secretary, Rola Dashti.

Indeed, the lack of social protection floors and non-inclusive social protection
schemes in some Arab countries are bound to leave the most vulnerable with no
means to make it through the pandemic — one that disrupts global food supplies,
impacting food security in many Arab countries because of their high dependence
on food imports.

Meanwhile, the region is losing around $60 billion annually owing to food loss and
waste. A reduction of food loss and waste by 50% would increase household
income by some $20 billion. The region would significantly improve food
availability, reduce food imports and improve its trade balance in the process, it
said.

“Arab Governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their
people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of
COVID-19,” Dashti stressed. “The regional emergency response must support
national efforts and mobilise resources and expertise to protect the poor and
vulnerable,” she added.

The ESCWA Executive Secretary had called earlier to establish a regional social
solidarity fund that supports vulnerable countries. A first policy brief issued by
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ESCWA had also highlighted the major economic losses to be incurred by the
Arab region due to Covid-19. - TradeArabia News Service
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U.N. Delivers Food to Gaza Homes in Coronavirus Crisis
Hamodia

A U.N. aid agency has begun delivering food to the homes of Palestinians instead
of making them pick up such parcels at crowded distribution centers — part of an
attempt to prevent a mass outbreak of the new coronavirus in the densely populated
Gaza Strip.

As the virus continued to spread across the Middle East, Iran, the hardest-hit
country in the region, reported 141 new deaths, pushing the death toll closer to
3,000 people.

Late Tuesday, Gaza’s Health Ministry said two more cases have been confirmed
among travelers who returned from Egypt, bringing the number to 12.

In Gaza, the U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian refugees
has for decades provided staples like flour, rice, oil and canned foods to roughly
half of the territory’s 2 million people. Under the old system, those eligible lined
up at crowded distribution centers four times a year to pick up their aid parcels.
Starting on Tuesday, the agency began making home deliveries.

“We assessed that tens of thousands of people will pour into the food distribution
centers and this is very dangerous,” said Adnan Abu Hasna, the agency’s
spokesman in Gaza.

Some 4,000 deliveries were made Tuesday, with an estimated 70,000 others to be
made over the next three weeks, he said. Drivers on three-wheel motorcycles
dropped off the food, calling people out of their homes, confirming their identities
and leaving the bags outside. The agency instructed people to stay at least 6 feet
from the delivery men to minimize the risk of infection.

However, there’s only a small number of available test kits in Gaza. International
officials fear the virus could quickly spread and overwhelm an already gutted
health system.

In the Mideast generally, the United Nation’s Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia said on Tuesday that the pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people
in the Arab countries into poverty, AFP reported.

ESCWA also warns that two million people could become undernourished as a
result.


https://hamodia.com/2020/04/01/u-n-delivers-food-gaza-homes-coronavirus-crisis/

“With today’s estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished,” the U.N. agency says.

“Arab Governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their
people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of
COVID-19,” ESCWA executive secretary Rola Dashti says.



World faces food crisis in wake of coronavirus: agencies
New Age World

The heads of three global agencies warned Wednesday of the risk of a worldwide
‘food shortage’ if authorities fail to manage the on-going coronavirus crisis

properly.

Many governments around the world have put their populations on lockdown
causing severe slow-downs in international trade and food supply chains.

Panic buying by people going into confinement has already demonstrated the
fragility of supply chains as supermarket shelves emptied in many countries.

‘Uncertainty about food availability can spark a wave of export restrictions,
creating a shortage on the global market,” said the joint text signed by Qu Dongyu,
head of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, director-general of the World Health Organisation and Roberto
Azevedo, director of the World Trade Organisation.

‘In the midst of the COVID-19 lockdowns, every effort must be made to ensure
that trade flows as freely as possible, specially to avoid food shortage(s)’ from
developing, they said in their statement.

‘When acting to protect the health and well-being of their citizens, countries should
ensure that any trade-related measures do not disrupt the food supply chain,’ they
added.

The coronavirus pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people in the Arab region into
poverty, the United Nation’s Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
said on Wednesday.

ESCWA also warned that two million people could become undernourished as a
result.

‘With today’s estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished,” the UN agency said.

Over the longer term confinement orders and travel restrictions risk causing
disruptions in agricultural production due to the unavailability of agricultural
labour and the inability to get food to markets.


https://www.newagebd.net/article/103626/world-faces-food-crisis-in-wake-of-coronavirus-agencies

‘Such disruptions including hampering the movement of agricultural and food
industry workers and extending border delays for food containers, result in the
spoilage of perishables and increasing food waste,” said the three leaders.

They also stressed the need to protect employees engaged in food production,
processing and distribution, both for their own health and that of others, as well as
to maintain food supply chains.

‘It 1s at times like these that more, not less, international cooperation is essential,’
they said.

‘We must ensure that our response to COVID-19 does not unintentionally create
unwarranted shortages of essential items and exacerbate hunger and malnutrition.’
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An additional 8.3 million people will fall into poverty in the Arab region due
to the Covid-19 outbreak, a UN agency warned on Wednesday.

Many Arab countries have recently adopted tighter restrictions in an effort to curb
the spread of the new coronavirus that causes the potentially fatal respiratory
disease.

The steps include shutdowns of businesses and lockdowns of residential areas.

Also, Covid-19: UN foresees global economy to contract 0.9% in 2020.

The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) said in a
statement that increased poverty could raise the number of undernourished people
in the Arab world by some two million.

“The consequences of this crisis will be particularly severe on vulnerable groups,
especially women and young adults, and those working in the informal sector who
have no access to social protection and unemployment insurance,” Rola Dashti,
the ESCWA Executive Secretary, said.

Dashto called on Arab countries to ensure a swift emergency response to protect
their people from falling into poverty due to the impact of the virus.

“The regional emergency response must support national efforts and mobilize
resources and expertise to protect the poor and vulnerable,” she added.

With today’s estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the Arab region could
be classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished, according to the agency.

ESCWA comprises 18 Arab

countries: Bahrain, Egypt, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Maurit
ania, Oman, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia,
the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.
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Virus to plunge 8mn into poverty in Arab world: UN
TBS News

The coronavirus pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people in the Arab region into
poverty, the United Nation's Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
said on Wednesday.

ESCWA also warned that two million people could become undernourished as a
result.

"With today's estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished,” the UN agency said.

Women and young adults working in the informal sector and who have no access
to social welfare are among the most vulnerable, said ESCWA executive secretary
Rola Dashti.

"Arab Governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their
people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of
COVID-19," Dashti added.

ESCWA last month warned that the coronavirus pandemic could wipe out more
than 1.7 million jobs across the Arab world this year.


https://tbsnews.net/coronavirus-chronicle/virus-plunge-8mn-poverty-arab-world-un-64003
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Coronavirus pandemic to push 8 million into poverty in Arab world, UN says
(Daily Sabah)

The coronavirus pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people in the Arab region into
poverty, the United Nation's Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) said Wednesday.

The ESCWA also warned that 2 million people could become undernourished as a
result.

"With today's estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished," the U.N. agency said.

Women and young adults working in the informal sector and who have no access to
social welfare are among the most vulnerable, said ESCWA executive secretary Rola
Dashti.

"Arab governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their people
from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of COVID-19,"
Dashti added.

The ESCWA last month warned that the coronavirus pandemic could wipe out more
than 1.7 million jobs across the Arab world this year.

The coronavirus has infected more than 880,000 people around the globe, killing over
44,000. At least 185,00 have so far recovered from the disease.


https://www.dailysabah.com/world/mid-east/coronavirus-pandemic-to-push-8-million-into-poverty-in-arab-world-un-says

Coronavirus pandemic threatens to plunge millions in Arab region into
poverty and food insecurity

UN News

COVID-19 will be responsible for pushing a further 8.3 million people in the Arab
region into poverty, according to a new policy brief issued on Wednesday by the
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA).

And the pandemic could also bump up the number of undernourished people there
by some two million.

Current estimates show that there are some 101.4 million in the region who already
live in poverty, according to official criteria, and around 52 million
undernourished.

“The consequences of this crisis will be particularly severe on vulnerable groups”,
said ESCWA Executive Secretary, Rola Dashti, pointing especially to “women and
young adults, and those working in the informal sector who have no access to
social protection and unemployment insurance”.

Because of a high dependence on food imports within the Arab world, a disruption
in global medical supplies to deal with the pandemic, will also have a severe
impact on food security there, says ESCWA.

Meanwhile, in addition to food loss and waste, worth around $60 billion annually
across the region, the brief highlighted other likely economic losses, due to knock-
on effects of the virus.

What action can be taken to lessen the impact?

According to ESCWA, reducing food loss and waste by 50 per cent would not only
increase household income by some $20 billion, but also significantly improve
food availability, reduce food imports and improve the balance of trade throughout
the region.


https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1060822

Ms. Dashti encouraged Arab Governments to ensure “a swift emergency response
to protect their people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the
impact of COVID-19”.

Last week, she called for the establishment of a regional social solidarity fund to
care for vulnerable countries.

“The regional emergency response must support national efforts and mobilize
resources and expertise to protect the poor and vulnerable”, concluded the
Executive Secretary.

At the same time, Khalid Abu-Ismail, Senior Economist at ESCWA, highlighted
four measures that can be taken to mitigate the crisis, beginning with extending
credit to small businesses and enterprises.

He also stressed the importance of building on social networks and expanding on
cash and other transfers to the poor and vulnerable and encouraged countries to
give “more access to the food insecure population” through the existing voucher
system.

Mr. Abu-Ismail also highlighted the importance of other initiatives such as Arab
Food Security Emergency Funds.

As one of five UN regional commissions, ESCWA supports inclusive and
sustainable economic and social development in Arab States and works on
enhancing regional integration.



Coronavirus to plunge 8 million into poverty in the Arab world, says UN

Al Araby

The coronavirus pandemic will plunge 8.3 million people in the Arab region into
poverty, the United Nation's Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
said on Wednesday.

ESCWA also warned that two million people could become undernourished as a
result.

"With today's estimates, a total of 101.4 million people in the region would be
classified as poor, and 52 million as undernourished," the UN agency said.

Women and young adults working in the informal sector and who have no access
to social welfare are among the most vulnerable, said ESCWA executive secretary
Rola Dashti.

"Arab Governments must ensure a swift emergency response to protect their
people from falling into poverty and food insecurity owing to the impact of
COVID-19," Dashti added.

ESCWA last month warned that the coronavirus pandemic could wipe out more
than 1.7 million jobs across the Arab world this year.

Locked down countries across the world are suffering from economic recession as
a result of the coronavirus pandemic.

Wealthier nations have introduced stimulus packages and streamlined aid in an
effort to mitigate serious harm to their citizens and economies.

The COVID-19 pandemic has killed more than 40,000 people worldwide since the
virus first appeared in China late last year.
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